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Idaho State Historical Museum Renovation and Addition

History is essential to understanding America. Lessons from the past enhance historical literacy, create an
informed citizenry, deepen our connections to our communities, and provide understanding of the people
and circumstances that paved the way to today. History teaches us about triumphs and mistakes, inspir-
ing us with stories of humanity and perseverance in the face of challenges. History compels us to think
beyond our assumptions and find truth.

The ldaho Historical Museum serves the entire population of the state as well as thousands of visitors to Idaho. Every year, 40,000 visitors experience
the museum'’s programs and exhibitions, giving the institution a vital role in Idaho culture: teaching the past in order to inspire, enrich, and engage cur-
rent and future generations.

To foster a more meaningful exploration of our history, the Idaho State Historical Society is renovating and expanding the ldaho State Historical Muse-
um and developing world-class exhibitions that inspire learning and invite an engaged discussion of Idaho’s past and its impact today.

Project goals

* To repair and replace aging infrastructure that dates to the museum’s opening in 1950 in order to enhance the building’s functionality and environ-
mental controls;

¢ To expand the museum to accommodate the public demand for programs and expand the capacity to feature special traveling exhibitions;

» To realize a level of excellence with core exhibitions that are inspiring and informative, appeal to Idahoans' sense of pride in the state, serve an es-
sential role for children, families, and school tours, and position the Idaho Historical Museum as a top destination.

Exhibit development guiding principles

* People and the land shape each other.

* History is made by people. People make decisions that have consequences. Everyone is a history-maker.

e Historical decisions made in the past are relevant to contemporary life; our decisions will impact the future.
» [daho is not an island. Idaho's story has a regional and national context.

Exhibit summaries

Origins Directly off the lobby is an exhibit that will introduce many aspects of our state. Visitors will learn about Idaho’s five federally recognized Na-
tive American tribes, see artifacts, and be able to hear tribal origin stories. An interactive touchscreen map will show ldaho’s many natural and histori-
cal attractions. Another interactive map will explain geological forces that shaped ldaho’s terrain. The heart of the exhibit is a virtual stream that
demonstrates the importance of water in our state. A large projection screen behind the stream will feature a dramatic show of Idaho’s varied natural
scenery. Throughout a stylized Idaho landscape, visitors will learn about the state’s widely diverse ecosystems through interactives that engage all the
senses. Finally, a lively media presentation tells the story of how ldaho got its unusual shape.
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VISITOR EXPERIENCE

This diagram shows visitor
flow and relationships among

the various aspects of visitors’
experience in the new Museum.

LOWER LEVEL

See Volume 2, Story and Content,
for details of exhibit content and
activities. See Volume 4, Media
Concepts, for electronic and
audiovisual media suggestions.
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