
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

RS25346

This is a supplemental appropriation to the Department of Agriculture for fiscal year 2017 for watercraft
inspection stations. These stations are used to inspect watercraft for the presence of aquatic invasive species.

Last season, the Idaho State Department of Agriculture implemented an expanded level of service for the
invasive species watercraft inspection stations as directed by the Legislature. The expansion, funded with
one-time moneys, resulted in an increased presence throughout the state and also increased the hours that
each station remained open. This expansion resulted in larger contracts for stations run by local districts
and also increased costs for temporary staff to run the stations managed by the agency. This level of service
could not continue without additional resources.

This legislation funds three additional stations, provides funding for all 18 stations to operate from dawn
till dusk, adds three full-time positions to the staff, adds funding for a new outreach program, and provides
funding for county law enforcement for each station budgeted for five hours per day.

The three additional stations are anticipated to be on State Highway 3 near Rose Lake, US 12 near Lenore
or Lolo Pass, and on I-15 near Spencer or Dubois. The positions include an agricultural program specialist
at $25 per hour in the Coeur d'Alene area and two investigator-technicians at $19 per hour, one to be located
in the Magic Valley and one in Eastern Idaho. Law enforcement is calculated at 1,447 days at $50 per hour
times 5 hours per day.

FISCAL NOTE

This is a supplemental appropriation to the Department of Agriculture for the operation of watercraft
inspection stations for the remainder of fiscal year 2017. It is in the amount of $710,000 from the General
Fund and $300,000 from the Invasive Species Fund, for a total of $1,010,000, one-time.

Contact:
Ray Houston
Budget and Policy Analysis
(208) 334-4741

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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