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CONVENED: Chairman Martin called the meeting of the Senate Health and Welfare Committee
(Committee) to order at 2:05 p.m.

H 180 Representative Blanksma introduced H 180, establishing a syringe and needle
exchange program, and asked for a do pass recommendation. She emphasized
that it was not a needle giveaway, only an exchange program.

DISCUSSION: Vice Chairman Souza inquired why a private program needs legislation.
Representative Blanksma explained that it was to protect exchange program
participants from possible criminal charges.

TESTIMONY: Rachele Klein, Business Development Manager, Republic Services, testified in
support of this bill, which would help reduce the risk of needle stick injuries to waste
handlers.

MOTION: Vice Chairman Souza moved to send H 180 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Jordan seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote.

DISCUSSION: Senator Jordan stated that the program will help make our neighborhoods safer
for children.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Martin adjourned the
meeting at 2:10 p.m.
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