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• Parks and Recreation 
operates 30 parks and 
recreational trails across 
Idaho.

• also manages boating, off -
highway Vehicle, 
snowmobile, and non -
motorized Trail programs.

Overview
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• The yearly economic impact of the 
parks and recreational programs 
is $1.2 billion .

• Visitors and Recreationists buy 
food, lodging, sporting goods and 
souvenirs.

• For every $1of general fund money 
put into Idaho Parks, the state
receives $61 in economic
activity.

Economic Impact
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• Record Park visitation in 
2020 (7.7 million) and
2021 (7.3 million)

• a 29 -percent increase 
compared to average 
visitation in prior years 
(2015-19)

Bear Lake State Park on a summer weekend

Vis it a t io n
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• Parks and 
Recreation’s Budget 
is comprised of 93 
percent dedicated 
funds and federal 
grant funds.

Funding

Groups using the trails 
at State Parks on dirt, 
snow and pavement
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• $2.6 million in CARES ACT 
funding in 2020 and 2021 –
completed on time, on budget –
and $3 million in leading 
Idaho funding

• $3.3 million in projects have 
been completed.

Legislative Budget Book 4 -43

Prior Year 
Appropriations
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• $113,600 for two new park 
rangers

• $80,000 for increased park 
operating costs

• $3.8 million for the new 
Billingsley Creek campground

LBB 4-43

Prior Year 
Appropriations

Billingsley Creek Campground under construction
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• $215,000 in dedicated funding to 
complete projects delegated by 
the Division of Public Works:
• $130,000 for Coeur d’Alene’s Old 

Mission State Park Visitors Center
• $25,000 for Big Eddy Lodge at 

Dworshak State Park
• $60,000 Ponderosa State Park

LBB 4-43

Supplemental

Big Eddy interior

Old Mission Visitors Center
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• $3.6 million in one - time, 
dedicated funds for:
• Building and pavement 

improvements
• Computers and hardware
• Heavy equipment and 

vehicles
• Trail maintenance Equipment
• UTVs, snowmobiles and 

motorcycles

LBB  4-44

Replacement Items

Trail dozer

Trail ranger with bike and saw

Snowmobile safety class
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• The Department 
supports Gov. 
Little’s recommended 
5 percent increase 
for full - time 
employees:

LBB 4-45

Change in Employee 
Compensation

Illustration to be 
named
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• 11.58 positions
• $710,900 in 

ongoing, dedicated 
funds

LBB 4-45

Increase Staffing 

Living history presentation at Massacre Rocks State Park

Staff at Castle Rocks State Park

Interpretive presentation at Lake Cascade
State Park
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• $227,400 in ongoing, 
dedicated funds for 
positions having equity, 
recruitment and 
retention issues.

LBB 4-45

Retention & Recruitment 

Interpretive talks at Lake Cascade and Ponderosa State Parks
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• $400,000 in ongoing, 
dedicated funds for 
operational cost increases.

• 7.4 percent increase to 
department’s base budget.

LBB 4-46

Park Operating Costs 

Osprey Point at Ponderosa State Park
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• $300,000 in ongoing, 
dedicated funds to provide 
27,000 hours of additional 
seasonal employee help at 
23 parks.

• 13 percent increase in base 
budget

LBB 4-46

Seasonal Staffing 
Department’s Workforce Hours
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• $500,000 in ongoing, 
dedicated funds for 
increased volume in camping 
reservations and 
recreational vehicle sticker 
sales.

• Transaction volume jumped 
as part of uptick in interest 
in outdoor recreation.

LBB 4-46

Vendor Contract Fees 

Campsite reservation webpage
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• $7.4 million in 
one - time, 
dedicated funds 
and federal 
grants to build 
a 50 -space 
campground at 
Eagle Island 
State Park.

LBB 4-46

Eagle Island Campground 
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• $300,000 in one - time, 
dedicated funds for 
storage and utility 
buildings at 
Ponderosa and Lake 
Cascade State Parks.

LBB 4-47

Storage/Utility
Buildings 
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• $150,000 in one - time, 
dedicated funds to 
build two toilets at 
the East Beach Day Use 
Area.

LBB 4-47

Bear Lake 
Vault Toilets 

New Bear Lake lot – before opening to the public
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• $29,000 in one - time, 
dedicated funds for 
South Region 
Construction Manager’s 
truck

• $15,000 in ongoing, 
dedicated funds for fuel 
and operating costs

LBB 4-47

Construction manager 
Truck 

The Department’s Joel Halfhill, right, briefs contractors on job site at Thousand Springs 
State Park.
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• $720,000 in one - time, 
dedicated funds to build 
housing for employees at 
Parks.

LBB 4-47

Employee Housing 
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• $165,300 in one - time, 
dedicated funds to complete 
the purchase of 260 acres 
near Castle Rocks State 
Park.

LBB 4-48

Castle Rocks Sheridan 
Acquisition 

Castle Rocks 
State Park

City of Rocks
National Reserve 

Subject property outlined in white; IDPR parcel in green (260 acres) and National 
Park Service property in yellow (60 acres).
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• $3 million in one - time, 
federal spending authority 
for  a U.S. Department of 
Commerce grant

• Project to pave the 30 -mile 
rail trail will include 
restrooms and camping 
facilities

LBB 4-48

Ashton -Tetonia Federal  
Grant 

Aston-Tetonia Trail
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• Gov. Little recommends 
$20 million for 
maintenance and building 
new park facilities.

• The department will 
pursue a mix of priority 
capacity -building and 
maintenance projects for 
FY2023.

LBB 4-48

State Fiscal Recovery –
ARPA Projects

Climber at Castle Rocks

Angler at Castle Rocks

Nordic Skiers at Ponderosa

Teeing off at Three Island Crossing23



• H519, The Idaho Safe 
Boating Act, would move 
existing program rules 
into State Statute.

• The Department and 
Stakeholders seek to 
increase administrative 
fees for recreational 
program stickers.

Legislation
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Questions?
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