
Legislative History Research on the Idaho Legislature’s website 

 
If you need to research the legislative history of a recent law, that is becoming easier to do for yourself from the 

convenience of your computer. The legislative history of a law comes into play when the wording of a statute is 

ambiguous or silent on some point and the court may look to the intent of the legislature in interpreting a statute. To 

do this, go to the Idaho Legislature’s web site: 

www.legislature.idaho.gov 
 

 
 

Go to the particular statute you want to research and find the history line at the end of the statute. The history 

line will tell you when a statute was added, and will also show you every time the statute has been amended. If the 

statute was added or amended in 2003 or more recently, you will be able to pull up the statute’s legislative history 

on the web site (anything older and you have to hit the books in the Legislative Library in the Capitol). 

 

http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/


 
 

Take, for example, this law prohibiting texting while driving, which was passed in 2012. The first step is to 

figure out which bill was behind this session law. To do that, go to the portfolio item  Idaho Laws / Rules, select 

Session Laws and choose the year, and look up the chapter number (in this case, Ch. 301). An alternative way to 

find a bill’s number is to look up the statute’s citation under the “Code Sections Affected” index under the session. 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Directly beneath the Chapter number in the Session Laws will be the bill number. Now we know that we 

are researching 2012 Senate Bill 1274, and using this number, we can find the bill’s Statement of Purpose, voting 

history, and House and Senate committee discussion. To do this, go back to the Legislature Home page and select 

Current & Prior Sessions menu option, select the appropriate year then, choose Committee Minutes, and then click 

on the “Committee Minutes Index” link near the top. Once the index opens up, scroll down and find your bill 

number: 

 

 



 
When you come to the bill number, you can click on the bill number itself to get a copy of the bill, the voting 

record, and its Statement of Purpose. Alternatively, you can click on the links to the committee hearing minutes in 

which they discussed this bill. 

 

 

 
 



In this way, you can find the discussion of the law when it was being presented to the House and Senate 

committees. One caveat is that the minutes online is strictly that: the minutes. They may or may not include any 

attachments such as prepared written statements, letters from constituents, presentations or the like, which may 

possibly be attached to the original paper minutes maintained in the Legislative Library. (Wondering if a bill you are 

researching online has attachments?  Call us and we will check for you!) 

Up until 2013, the committee minutes are the closest you can come to finding discussion of a bill. Recordings of 

the committee hearings and the floor debates were not preserved until the 2013 legislative session. For 2013 or later, 

you may also be able to listen and/or watch a committee hearing or floor debate. These archives are available here. 

 

For more information, please contact library@lso.idaho.gov or call us at (208) 334-4822.  
 
 

The Legislative Reference Library is located on the first floor of the Idaho Capitol building. 

http://lso.legislature.idaho.gov/MediaArchive/MainMenu.do
mailto:library@lso.idaho.gov
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