Legislative History Research on the Idaho Legislature’s website

If you need to research the legislative history of a recent law, that is becoming easier to do for yourself from the
convenience of your computer. The legislative history of a law comes into play when the wording of a statute is
ambiguous or silent on some point and the court may look to the intent of the legislature in interpreting a statute. To
do this, go to the Idaho Legislature’s web site:

www.legislature.idaho.gov
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Idaho's Citizen Legislature
The ldaho Legislature is responsible for translating the public will into policy for the state, levying taxes,
appropriating public funds, and overseeing the administration of state agencies. These responsibilities are

Video & Audio Streaming

carried out through the legislative process - laws passed by elected representatives of the peaple, legislators. Career Oppormumnity
Since statehood in 1890, Idaho's legislators have enjoyed a rich and sucrc_ssiu] history of charting the state's 0| Legisiative Library Research Assistant
growth. Much of that success can be attributed to the fact thar Idaho's legis are “citizen® 1 s N
not career politiclans. They are farmers and ranchers, business men and women, lawyers, doctors, sales
people, loggers, teachers. Elected for two-year terms and in session at the Capitol about three months each P March23:
year, Idaho's “citizen” legislators maintain close ties to their communities and a keen interest in the | mSenate convenss at 1030 a.m.
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Go to the particular statute you want to research and find the history line at the end of the statute. The history
line will tell you when a statute was added, and will also show you every time the statute has been amended. If the
statute was added or amended in 2003 or more recently, you will be able to pull up the statute’s legislative history

on the web site (anything older and you have to hit the books in the Legislative Library in the Capitol).


http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/

Idaho Statutes

TITLE 49
MOTOR VEHRICLES

CHAPTEER 14
TRAFFIC -- ENFORCEMENT AND GENERAL FROVISIONZ

49-1401A. TEXTING WHILE DRIVING. (1) As used in this section, "texting™
means engaging in the review of, or manual preparation and transmission
of, written communications via handheld wireless devices. This definition
does not include wvoice-operated or hands frees devices that allow the ussr
to review, prepare and transmit 2 text message without the use of sither
hand except to acti -tivate or initiate s feature or function.

(2) Texting, as that term i= defined in subsection (1) £ this
saction, while driving a moving motor wehicle shall constitute an
infracticn provided this does not apply to voice-cperated or hands free
devices that allow the user to review, prepars and transmit a text
meszage without the use of either hand except to activate, deactivate or
initiate a feature or function. Every person who violates this section
shall be guilty of an infraction. A conviction under this section shall
not result in violation point counta as preacribed in section 49-326,
Idaho Cede. In addition, & ceonviction under this section shall ot be
deemed to be a moving traffic wvioclation for the purpose of establishing
rates of motor vehicle insurance charged by a casualty insurer.

History:
[45-1401A, added 2012, ch. 301, sec. 1, p. B24.]

Take, for example, this law prohibiting texting while driving, which was passed in 2012. The first step is to
figure out which bill was behind this session law. To do that, go to the portfolio item Idaho Laws / Rules, select
Session Laws and choose the year, and look up the chapter number (in this case, Ch. 301). An alternative way to

find a bill’s number is to look up the statute’s citation under the “Code Sections Affected” index under the session.
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824 IDAHO SESSION LAWS c. 301 2012

SECTION 2. An emergency existing therefor, which emergency is hereby
declared to exist, this act shall be in full force and effect on and after its
passage and approval.

Approved April 5, 2012.

CHAPTER 301
a (5.B. Ho. 1274, As Amended in the House)

AN ACT
RELATING TO TEXTING BAND DEIVING; AMENDING CHAPTER 14, TITLE 4%, IDAHO CODE,
BY THE ADDITION OF A MEW SECTION 45-1401A, IDAHO CODE, TO DEFINE A
TERM, TQ PROVIDE INFRACTION FEMALTIES FOR TEXTING WHILE DRIVING AND
TQO PROVIDE APPLICATION TO VIOLATION POINT COUNTS AND MOVING TRAFFIC
VIODLATIONS.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the 5tate of Idaho:

SECTION 1. That Chapter 14, Title 4%, Idaho Code, be, and the same is
hereby amended by the addition thereto of a NEW SECTION, to be known and des-
ignated as Section 4%-1401A, Idaho Code, and to read as follows:

49-1401A. TEXTING WHILE DRIVING. (1) As used in this section, "tex-
ting" means engaging in the review of, or manual preparation and transmis-
sion of, written communications via handheld wireless devices. This defi-
nition does not include volce-operated or hands free devices that allow the

Directly beneath the Chapter number in the Session Laws will be the bill number. Now we know that we
are researching 2012 Senate Bill 1274, and using this number, we can find the bill’s Statement of Purpose, voting
history, and House and Senate committee discussion. To do this, go back to the Legislature Home page and select
Current & Prior Sessions menu option, select the appropriate year then, choose Committee Minutes, and then click
on the “Committee Minutes Index” link near the top. Once the index opens up, scroll down and find your bill

number:
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When you come to the bill number, you can click on the bill number itself to get a copy of the hill, the voting
record, and its Statement of Purpose. Alternatively, you can click on the links to the committee hearing minutes in

which they discussed this bill.

51274 R520993 Senate Transportation 1-31, 2-9, 2-14;
House Transportation & Defense 2-28

51274: Senator Hammond presented § 1274, He said this bill creates an infraction
when texting while driving. In 2002 the average number of texts was one million;
in 2008 that number rose to one hundred and ten million. In 2010 there were one
hundred and ninety-six billion texts. Texting causes 16,141 deaths per year, and
an additional 6,000 to 10,000 injuries each year. Seventy-three percent of teens
text while driving. He went on to say there are three types of distractions: manual,
visual and cognitive. Texting uses all three of these: hands. eyes and mind. When
texting, you are twenty-three times more likely to get involved in a crash. This
bill will allow law enforcement to issue citations and provide motivation to drive
safely. Sen. Hammond stated that the bill did not viclate personal freedom, but it
protects citizens.

Senator Lodge presented the proposed change to S 1274, which deletes the
exemption of law enforcement from the texting ban. Senator Lodge introduced
Shauna Sauer who spoke in support of 5 1274. Mrz. Sauer is the mother of
Taylor Sauer, who lost her life on January 14, 2012, while driving home from collage
on |-84. Taylor was on Facebook while driving and slammed into a truck trailer. Mrs.
Sauer said the world cannot stop media addiction and technology, but one more
life saved would be anough reason to pass this bill. Mrs. Sauer's eleven year old
daughter also spoke of the pain of losing her best friend.

Erik Makrush and Wayne Hoffman, |daho Freedom Foundation, and

Michelle Audette. A Brotherhoold Against Totalitarian Enactments, (ABATE) of
Southemn |daho spoke In opposition to § 1274. The main opposition to this bill

Is: |daho already has laws on Inattentlve driving, punishable with a misdemeanor.
They argued that there were other activities that are Just as distracting such as:
reading a book, changing the radio station, using Global Positioning System,
(GPS). putting on make-up, and talking on a hand held device. This bill defines
texting as "engaging in review of, or manual preparation and transmission of written
comment.” The bill doas not address reviewing social networks or playing games
on a handheld devices, They said that the answer is to educate the public on the
consaquences of inattentive driving and to hold people responsible for their actions.
They also said they believe the law would violate personal liberties,



In this way, you can find the discussion of the law when it was being presented to the House and Senate
committees. One caveat is that the minutes online is strictly that: the minutes. They may or may not include any
attachments such as prepared written statements, letters from constituents, presentations or the like, which may
possibly be attached to the original paper minutes maintained in the Legislative Library. (Wondering if a bill you are
researching online has attachments? Call us and we will check for you!)

Up until 2013, the committee minutes are the closest you can come to finding discussion of a bill. Recordings of
the committee hearings and the floor debates were not preserved until the 2013 legislative session. For 2013 or later,

you may also be able to listen and/or watch a committee hearing or floor debate. These archives are available here.

gFor more information, please contact library@1Iso.idaho.gov or call us at (208) 334-4822. g

The Legislative Reference Library is located on the first floor of the Idaho Capitol building.


http://lso.legislature.idaho.gov/MediaArchive/MainMenu.do
mailto:library@lso.idaho.gov
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