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(BOISE) December 14, 2005— State efforts to address substance abuse are fragmented, in spite of Idaho 
Code requiring a comprehensive and integrated system. This fragmentation has contributed to the 
absence of statewide information necessary to answer basic accountability questions such as: 

• What are the statewide needs for services to address substance abuse? 

• What is the state’s capacity to meet those needs? 

• What types of services are being provided, to which groups of people, and to how many people? 

• Which programs are working and which are not? 

• Are state efforts making a difference?  

In the report released Tuesday by the bipartisan Joint Legislative Oversight Committee, evaluators 
recommended establishing an independent commission that would be responsible for overseeing state 
efforts to address substance abuse. The report, State Substance Abuse Treatment Efforts, was 
conducted by the committee’s non-partisan Office of Performance Evaluations (OPE), and contains eight 
additional recommendations to improve the management of state substance abuse treatment 
programs. The legislative oversight committee is co-chaired by Senator Shawn Keough and 
Representative Margaret Henbest. 

Collectively, seven state entities—Health and Welfare, Correction, Juvenile Corrections, Education, State 
Police, and Transportation, along with the Judicial Branch that oversees drug courts—spent about $27.5 
million in fiscal year 2005 on substance abuse treatment and prevention services. Health and Welfare 
spent about half of those funds. 

Legislative evaluators found a number of specific problems with the management of the state’s 
substance abuse treatment services, including inadequate monitoring and oversight of the contractor 
and service providers, weak provider licensure and credentialing requirements, unreliable data about 
clients and program services, and insufficient information about program results. 

The report noted that Health and Welfare—designated under Idaho law as the state’s Substance Abuse 
Authority and responsible for administering two large federal substance abuse grants—poorly 
monitored federal funds causing a shortfall of approximately $1.6 million in fiscal year 2005. 

Legislative evaluators found discrepancies in Health and Welfare’s count of the substance abuse clients 
it served in outpatient treatment in fiscal year 2004; the count ranged from 4,472 to 8,151. 

Finally, the success of Health and Welfare’s treatment services falls short of the national rate. Idaho’s 
treatment completion rate is between 19 and 24 percent, compared to the national rate of 39 percent. 


