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What do parents and teachers want the 
Legislature to know about the Idaho Home 
Learning Academy?

In September and October 2025 our offi  ce surveyed parents of past and current 
students of the Idaho Home Learning Academy (IHLA) as well as current IHLA 
teachers to learn more about IHLA’s community stakeholders. Our survey 
included both fi xed-response questions (e.g., multiple-choice questions, ranking 
a series of options) and open-ended questions. While most open-ended survey 
questions addressed specifi c aspects of IHLA’s model such as parent and teacher 
roles and the use of supplemental learning funds, the fi nal question asked IHLA 
parents and teachers to respond to the following broad prompts: 

Parents were asked
Is there anything else you would like the Legislature to know about your 
experience with the Idaho Home Learning Academy?

Teachers were asked
Is there anything else you would like the Legislature to know about your 
experience as a teacher with the Idaho Home Learning Academy?

We received responses to this question from more than 1,300 parents and more 
than 200 teachers. This supplemental publication provides these responses 
addressed to the Legislature with identifying information redacted to protect the 
anonymity of respondents. Responses from parents and teachers can be found on 
the following pages of this supplemental publication:

While we reviewed and coded more than 6,000 total open-ended responses in 
our analysis, parent and teacher responses to other open-ended questions are 
not included in this supplemental publication. However, our full report, Idaho 
Home Learning Academy, includes quotes from open-ended parent and teacher 
responses that exemplify common themes in the survey data. Our analysis of 
fi xed-response survey questions is highlighted in chapters 2 and 3 of the report. 
For additional information about our survey methods, see appendix C in the full 
report.
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Respondents Pages
IHLA Parents 3-243

IHLA Teachers 244-279
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[REDACTED] and I am extremely impressed at the resources given by this program. my 
[REDACTED] has been working in [REDACTED]. They beg me to do school everyday, 
my son has learned to read [REDACTED]. I believe if people use the resources given 
their child will not only learn, but excel past public school. My son was naturally good at 
math, since I have the freedom, we spend more time on weak areas like reading, where as 
in school they have to move on to other subjects and children easily get behind. I chose 
homeschool so my son can excel and he can also learn [REDACTED], real life learning, 
I believe IHLA helps make sure they do not get behind in normal skills of math, science, 
social studies, and Language arts, but also provides the freedom to nurture the natural 
gifts in our children for other things. I am so impressed I turned down a charter school 
that we really wanted to get into that had a late opening. So far I am LOVING IHLA and 
HomeED360. Been such a blessing for our family of [REDACTED]. Even my [REDACT-
ED] year old asks to join in with his big brothers school. The teachers are so helpful, the 
in person meet-ups are so fun! Their was over 50 kids at ours! such a blast.   

———

[REDACTED] has one of the best mental health responses from the counselor that I’ve 
seen in the state in both the personal side from experience and also in my professional 
side of seeing schools work with kids with mental health. They should be committed and 
recognize going a bottom and beyond their colleagues in the educational world.  They are 
I believe the future of education in preventing things like school shootings, bullying, and 
many the negative social aspects of a brick order school. They should be highly com-
mended and recognized from the amazing work they do.  

———

[REDACTED] so far our experience has been very positive! We’re grateful for the funding 
that allows us to participate in activities that enrich my child’s education and help him to 
socialize. We also really appreciate the teachers that have been so helpful and the pro-
gram that is fairly easy to navigate. 

———

[REDACTED].  She has been given the information and support to do all these things 
with the IHLA program.  We want our child to have the fl exibility and opportunity to 
have a job, participate in activities and help her community.  She is able to accomplish 
these things in addition to her school work.  Her teachers and the staff  have always been 
helpful and very encouraging.  The teachers are enthusiastic about there students and 
what they are teaching.  We have encouraged other families to try IHLA.  It is a great 
program that has been very benefi cial for our family. 

———

Parent Responses
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A great option to support home school parents get resources and group class options 
while customizing schooling to their child’s needs  

———

A lot of homeschool families have joined IHLA. Because of this, they have a wider net-
work of support to educated their children. Without IHLA, families would go back to 
independently homeschooling. Legislature, please remember that not all children learn 
the same and need learning alternatives.  IHLA provides this for our families. 

———

All my kids are diff erent. My oldest is interest in [REDACTED], and we’ve been able to 
help her reach her goals [REDACTED]. My second child struggles in a school setting, but 
is thriving in STEAM activities. IHLA allows him to have the extra help he needs with 
reading and writing and still focus on his interests. My younger kids didn’t go to public 
school. They are working on their school work for a few hours in the morning and then 
have the rest of the day to be kids. They have less time “in class” and are at grade level. 
They have more outside time then school kids have at recess. They are health and thriv-
ing. Most importantly we no longer have anxiety issues. 

———

All positive and helpful experiences with IHLA and HomeEd360 

———

Allowing my kid to learn at his pace, get done with school work in a couple hours a day, 
and give him the freedom to do so many other things gives him the platform to grow in 
areas not possible with public schooling.  

———

Almost every mom that I know who homeschool with IHLA or any charter school is do-
ing it to receive funds. If that goes away I think the program will collapse. I run a co-op 
[REDACTED] and I can only think of 1 that would stay.  

———

Although public, IHLA is a non-traditional school that meets the needs of thousands of 
students and parents.  Hundreds of teachers, staff , and administrators recognized the 
need for a school such as IHLA.  Parents are tired of not being valued stakeholders in 
their own child’s education in brick-and-mortar or other settings, which speaks to IH-
LA’s high enrollment. 

———

Am glad an alternative exists in this space. 

———
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As a child both my husband and I were traditionally homeschooled by our parents. This 
time to learn and grow in an academic way while in the home setting is what we both 
feel set us up for success in many ways. However, our parents were limited in many 
ways that we feel we have been able to improve upon with schooling our children at 
home by the use and participation in the IHLA program. Having the option to provide 
academic education custom fi tted to our children in a place they feel comfortable and 
safe, coupled with the fi nancial and educational support of IHLA has been invaluable in 
the well-rounded success academically of our children. The fl exibility, and support that 
has come from participation in the IHLA program has helped our children to fi nd better 
success in not only their academics, but in their ability to work within their communities. 
It has helped to create a more well-rounded education than we have ever found partici-
pating in traditional public schooling. 

———

As a Christian household who pays taxes I believe I should be able to use supplemental 
fund on Christian curriculum in my homeschooling house hold .  

———

As a conservative Christian parent in this state, I would expect legislature to support 
IHLA just like they’ve supported private schools recently. We are parents who want to 
take charge of our children’s education and do what’s best for them as individuals, and 
that should bean supported option should a family choose to use IHLA. I don’t mind 
having to take a state standardized test, but I also don’t care what the results are be-
cause I don’t make my children live up to government standards. Surely most of these 
senators and representatives can understand that. I pay with my property taxes into the 
local schools. I should be able to use the funds that I contribute in a way that best fi ts my 
children since they don’t attend a brick and mortar school.  

———

As a homeschool parent this program has helped get me on track which in turn has help 
get my child on track. She is so motivated now and really just looks forward to every-
thing IHLA involved. I owe both of our success to it. With or with out the supplemental 
funds we will always come back. The stability, consistency, resources, and support is 
unmatched and has made this journey amazing.  

———
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As a lifelong Idahoan, I deeply appreciate the freedoms this state upholds and I highly 
value the strong alignment typically taken by legislators regarding parental rights.  As 
a taxpayer I feel entitled to educational choice and funding that enriches my children’s 
learning. I take pride in the process of supporting local business (ie. [REDACTED], etc.) 
with the modest but extremely helpful educational funding received through thoroughly 
reviewed reimbursement. In our rapidly changing society, families need ample choices 
to meet the needs of our increasingly diverse learners. I highly value the unique benefi ts 
that home education provides, including: time as a family, preservation of childhood, 
signifi cant time spent outdoors & being physically active, and fl exibility in both schedule 
& subject matter. 

———

As a mother to a [REDACTED] child, I believe that testing should not carry the whole 
weight of success in this program. Surveys and getting to know the families and students 
would be a much better option. 

———

As a parent that does not work a 9-5 Monday-Friday job, I appreciate another schooling 
option that doesn’t require my kids to be gone all day. The current public school sched-
ules tend to cater more to the stereotypical working parent, combined with large class 
sizes, they seem more like a daycare. 

Research also supports young kids should be learning more through play and exploration 
that sitting still at a desk all day and IHLA makes that possible.  

———
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As a parent, educator, and advocate for meaningful learning, I’ve seen both sides of the 
education system. I worked full-time in a public school while homeschooling my children 
through IHLA. I can say with confi dence: this program is not just a resource, it’s a life-
line.

IHLA has empowered me to take an active, intentional role in my children’s education. 
I don’t just check boxes. I guide, teach, and celebrate their growth daily. I help them log 
into their classes, set routines using tools like Apolosign, communicate with teachers, 
and build a curriculum that refl ects their strengths and interests. This isn’t passive ho-
meschooling; it’s deeply engaged, personalized individualized learning program for each 
one of my children. 

The funding provided through IHLA has made this possible for our family. Without it, 
homeschooling would be fi nancially out of reach. The support has allowed us to prioritize 
education in a way that aligns with our values as well as our children’s needs. 

After COVID, the State of Idaho emphasized that education begins at home. That state-
ment resonated with me then and it still does to this day.  IHLA embodies that principle. 
It recognizes that learning doesn’t only happen in a classroom. It happens at the kitchen 
table, during quiet moments of discovery, and through one-on-one guidance that public 
schools often can’t provide. 

I’ve seen fi rsthand the challenges within the public school system: the overemphasis on 
standardized testing, the pressure to ‘teach to the test,’ and the emotional toll it takes on 
students. I’ve watched brilliant children feel defeated by scores that don’t refl ect their 
true abilities. Testing can be a useful tool, but it should never be the sole measure of 
learning.

IHLA off ers something diff erent. It’s not just about academics, it’s about nurturing the 
whole child. The staff  are compassionate, fl exible, and deeply invested in each student’s 
success. They walk alongside families, off ering resources, encouragement, and solutions 
that honor individual learning paths.

This program has changed my children’s lives. It’s given them confi dence, joy in learning, 
and a sense of being truly seen. Cutting IHLA would not just remove a funding stream, 
but it would take away a vital support system for families who are doing everything they 
can to give their children a meaningful education.

———

As a secular homeschool parent wanting my children to have a strong foundation in 
critical thinking and science, IHLA has been invaluable, and I am grateful to have the 
support of experienced teachers in our virtual school learning environment. I am fortu-
nate that I can say my children’s standardized test scores have been above average, and 
they are healthy and thriving in their home learning environment. I would hate to see 
this program shut down due to poor testing scores when all that is needed is support and 
practice with testing.  

———
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As a student of IHLA, my child loves learning. When asked his least favorite subject, he 
doesn’t have any that he doesn’t like. I appreciate that my son has access to state funded 
education as a student who is atypical and would likely hate traditional school.  

———

As a taxpayer, I personally think they need to be expected to follow the rules with regards 
to special education and they need to overhaul their high school program or they need to 
be shut down. I have seen how well virtual school can work if there is real structure and if 
they employ people who actually know the laws and follow them. This all happened with 
my daughter [REDACTED].  

———

As I mentioned earlier our local public middle school was going to drastically fail my 
daughter.  [REDACTED] I considered homeschooling, but after learning about IHLA, we 
enrolled my children there. They support my daughter with online classes with a SPED 
teacher. She has three sessions a week with them (reading, writing, and math).  I have 
accountability by submitting work samples often.  I get feedback from their teacher. 
She’s always letting us know about additional resources if needed.  My kids have access 
to options Day (one day a week for PE and electives with other kids).  Please quit picking 
on IHLA and focus on the failing local public schools that pushed us to choose IHLA. 

———

At least one of my kids has been enrolled in IHLA through [REDACTED] for [REDACT-
ED] years now. The supplemental learning funds and additional resources have been a 
boon to our home education. We really enjoyed the clubs [REDACTED] off ered through 
Tech Trep Academy. Now we really enjoy the supplemental curriculum off ered through 
HomeEd360 [REDACTED]. Its been enriching to my student’s lives.  

———

Because of this program I can keep my very motivated [REDACTED] year old learning at 
the pace that works for him and learn about the things that interest him with support. It 
is the ideal program for us, we love it. 

———
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Being a homeschool mom of special needs kids means we are a one-income family. I of-
ten feel I am at the breaking point because of so many demands and responsibilities. My 
husband had to take a very demanding job, an hour away, to support us, and he works 
long past 5 p.m. most days. Services I thought would be available to our family have been 
scarce, impossible to fi nd, or unavailable due to a lack of staff  and fi nancial resources. 
I have wasted years fi lling out paperwork and jumping through hoops and endless red 
tape, phone calls, doctor and therapy appointments, meetings with teachers, and other 
staff , Zoom meetings with countless local and state agencies, trying to get help. Society 
expects us to raise good, productive citizens. Yet, my experience has proved fi nding real, 
lasting supports and resources to help us, as mothers and fathers, to accomplish this, 
particularly as a special needs family in Idaho, is practically non-existent. My experi-
ence has been terribly depressing and defeating. IHLA has given me the information I 
needed to make educated choices for my children. It’s provided funding that has been a 
much-needed and much-appreciated miracle in our family’s circumstances. The supple-
mental funds have lightened the burden so that I can provide eff ective learning tools and 
many other personalized and thoughtful supports to my role and my children’s unique 
needs. IHLA has given me confi dence, strength, and encouragement. Thanks to IDLA, I 
am better prepared to meet the demands of educating my unique children.  

Because of IDLA, real growth IS unfolding. Advancement IS happening. Improvement IS 
and will continue to take place, and I am better able to move forward, with confi dence, 
towards my responsibility to raise educated, productive, and successful members of our 
community and society at large.  

———

Being a part of this school has allowed me to provide my children with a much richer 
experience than I would be able to provide them on my own. They are able to take dance 
classes and ski lessons and participate in community fi eld trips with other kids their age 
outside of our family. At the same time, their family relationships are strong because of 
how we are learning together. This has been the perfect balance for us.  

———
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Being a public school educator myself, I am so grateful to be able to have a program that 
guides us through a school year.  It’s important to make sure we’re staying on task and 
learning the critical things that need to be taught at every grade level BUT also allows 
me to teach using the curriculum that is best for our family! I’m also so thankful for the 
money off ered to my family to help support our homeschool decision. It’s been tough to 
live on one income the last [REDACTED] years, but a sacrifi ce we have decided was the 
best for our kids. Homeschooling is more expensive than most people think. Between 
buying curriculum and all the needed supplies that we don’t have on hand because we 
are not a school, it’s more groceries, it’s more water and power being used in our home. 
The bills have naturally gone up [REDACTED]. It’s been a blessing to know that some of 
the cost will be covered by being a part of IHLA. 

One more thing, I’m not a homeschool mom for life. Every year we pray about the de-
cision to either keep our kids home or send them back to school.  I want my kids to be 
prepared for a public school classroom if we decide to ever go back. I feel like IHLA is 
allowing my kids to stay on course in case we ever made the decision to go back to the 
classroom. We’re grateful to be a part of this program! 

———

Being a single income family, the funds we receive through IHLA have given us breathing 
room in our fi nances as we educate our children. 

———

Being apart of IHLA has been a very positive experience for our family. The opportunity 
to purchase curriculum that excites my students. The opportunity to use funds for music 
lessons. The opportunity to purchase games that promote critical thinking abilities. The 
list goes on. The funds help my students become overall well rounded learners. I believe 
IHLA does a great job supporting students and parents to reach full potential in stan-
dardized testing.  

———

Best experience! We will never go back to public school!  

———
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Both my husband and I [REDACTED] and have seen some terrible things that occur in 
mainstream schools. Having the ability to teach our children is exceptionally important 
and absolutely priceless for us as parents. Allowing the freedom to teach children via this 
method is what helps bring back some hope in America in the current state of the US and 
turmoil all over. This fl exibility allows us as parents to help instill positive moral and eth-
ical foundations, strong work ethics, and responsibility that are commonly lost in public 
schools and other school environments.  

———

Both my students enrolled in IHLA would not thrive in a traditional classroom. Being 
able to choose curriculums and schedules that fi t each of their learning styles has made 
all the diff erence. Having access to knowledgeable and experienced teachers helps us to 
make sure we are staying on track and progressing.  

———

Braintree Academy is a game changer for our family. The support and encouragement 
throughout the schoolyear is invaluable to me. They LISTEN; are creative, and incredi-
bly supportive. Braintree is fun and easy to use and be involved. Their communication is 
excellent.  

———

Changing IHLA would be a detriment to our family and my children’s education.  

———

Children in this program have the best childhood besides a great education.

The low scores in the tests do NOT refl ect the level of education this kids have, but rather 
the fact that they are not specifi cally prepared for the tests (and - often - that they still 
aren’t skilled with a computer). 

———

Closing or limiting IHLA would be detrimental to many students and families in Idaho. 
Please take into account the benefi ts these kids have from this school instead of focusing 
on standardized tests. As a prior educator before covid I have seen the diff erence in so 
many kids. Standardized tests are labeled that for a reason and not every kid fi ts into the 
mold. Most don’t actually. But that’s true of adults in the work force as well. Why would 
we hold children to standards that we as adults have the ability to decline and move to a 
company or career that fi ts us better.  

———
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Coming from [REDACTED], where they DO support home learning. I think that IHLA is 
being held to a higher standard than the public schools. My child was NOT required to 
meet state standards or the school (he previously attended an Idaho public school)would 
get shut down, so why is this a problem with IHLA? Why is IHLA being held to a diff er-
ent standard than other public schools? Most of us chose virtual home learning to either 
home school towards state standards and have offi  cial records kept or because public 
schools were not meeting our child’s learning needs. There should be alternate testing 
options as well for all public schools. My child will read fi ne to me, but to the computer 
or a stranger? He shuts down and gets quiet. Knowing children are like this is general, 
why are we relying so heavily on testing? Does anyone here actually have knowledge on 
child development? Put your political views aside and educate yourselves on child devel-
opment and AGE APPROPRIATE behavior.  

———

Communication has been so great with Home Ed 360. Janet is always forthcoming with 
information so parents aren’t taken by surprise with state expectations.  

———

Don’t legislate what we can or can’t teach our children in each of the subjects.  

———

Don’t punish the children and families for using this program by removing it. Hold IHLA 
and the Oneida School District accountable for hiring subpar educators.  

———

Don’t take this option away as it has been the best learning environment for my family 
and I know so many other families that feel the same way.  

———

Don’t take this option or make it more strenuous. 

Parents like my self have students who are special need and are able to get the same 
quality as neurotypical students. While some may not hold weight on tests, they didn’t 
hold the weight in traditional schools either. Standardized tests strip the students of 
their name and gives them a number in which they are compared to other students. 
Which isn’t fair in any way. Some students have access to extra tutoring and resources 
while others struggle day by day to just survive life, and these test results only snapshot 
if the students are having a good day that day. This isn’t a refl ection of IHLA but parents 
NEED TO BE HEARD on these tests too. 

For IHLA and my family IHLA is a GODSEND!  

———
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Don’t try to ‘fi x’ what isn’t broken. My children who may score poorly in standardized 
tests will likely be more well-rounded than a child made to sit in a classroom with 30 
other students for 6+ hours a day. Learning is not black & white. What works for some 
doesn’t work for others and vise versa.  

———

Due to the high cost of housing in Idaho, we rent. The last [REDACTED] years in a row, 
we’ve been forced to move. The places we’ve lived have either drastically increased rent 
prices, [REDACTED], forcing us to pack up our lives every year and move. This has 
happened around [REDACTED], and there’s no way to predict which school district we’ll 
be moving to. If my children were in public school they would be forced to change school 
districts in the middle of the school year, most likely developing major gaps in the edu-
cation. Until we are able to secure steady housing we will most likely be forced to move 
every fall. IHLA gives us a chance to keep a steady routine and ensure there’s no gaps 
in our children’s education. I’m extremely picky with our funds, and only use them to 
purchase 1 laptop for each enrolled child, school curriculum that fi ts their needs, books, 
basic school/offi  ce supplies, and supplemental/hands on learning supplies which come 
in handy [REDACTED]. Very little of our funding goes to electives, but I do believe they 
are extremely important. Unfortunately, I don’t believe housing in Idaho will become 
more aff ordable anytime soon, so we will continue staying away from public schools. 

———

During very diffi  cult circumstances [REDACTED], IHLA has been instrumental in help-
ing my child to grow in knowledge and fl ourish socially in the space that she feels most 
comfortable and confi dent in.  

———

Each child is unique, and parents/teachers should be able to fi nd/use the best solutions 
to help that child succeed. Have learning goals and portfolio submission options always. 
The additional learning funds are a blessing and make the homeschool option available 
to all.  

———

Each of my children have had diff erent circumstances and experiences that have been 
helpful in their IHLA education. Everything has been positive and my children’s needs 
have all been met. They have enjoyed their education much more with the IHLA school-
ing option than being in a public school full time. They have all been successful with their 
education and getting accepted into the college of their choice.  

———
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Each of the teachers that I dealt with through the years of enrollment at IHLA were de-
voted, knowledgeable, and fl exible. They took the time to provide referrals to resources 
that may not be mainstream but would be useful for a particular student. I appreciated 
their fl exibility to meet each student at their level. I have children ahead of grade level in 
most subjects and could work at their higher level of ability without having to make sure 
to cover the specifi c stated goals of a particular grade as long as we demonstrated growth 
and understanding. 

———

Each student has a diff erent way to learn best 

———

Educating at home with IHLA has been a very good experience for my child. My child 
has enjoyed the live clubs & classes and the resources available through the school.  

———

Education is continually evolving and changing across our nation. IHLA has played a 
positive role in the growth and change we see within Idaho. It is time for legislators to 
look beyond personal agendas and recognize the incredibly positive impact IHLA has 
had on so many students and families. Not only is IHLA bringing back traditionally 
homeschooled students into the public sector, it is also creating choice for parents and 
students in rural areas that have no other choice! Our experience with IHLA was vital for 
our children, and we are grateful for the opportunity we had to have them enrolled last 
year. Please support Idaho students and families by supporting school choice options like 
IHLA! Thank you!   

———

Education is not a one size fi ts all, and the standard brick and mortar unfortunately has 
failed many of us. Work with us, Janet Cox, in particular really understands home educa-
tion well.

———

Even homeschooling families benefi t from Special Education resources. Idaho schools 
are terribly underfunded and even the homeschooling families feel it - especially in 
regards to special education. I tried to get my kids supports for [REDACTED] and found 
the hoops impossible to jump through and the resources slim and disappointing. We 
moved from [REDACTED] where the supports were noticeably signifi cantly better. 
Private pay for these resources are expensive and hard to pay for even with the funding 
through IHLA. 

———

Even if there were no IHLA, or supplemental funds, I would not send my children to 
public school. IHLA provides vital resources to our education community.  

———
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Even though we do not utilize this service currently, it was a huge benefi t to us and is 
an amazing option for kids. I’ve homeschooled before and I will say that this program 
was hands down, one of the best. It would be a disservice if the legislature is considering 
removing the program. 

———

Every family is unique and for us, [REDACTED], IHLA has been a tremendous support. 
Due to the constant moves [REDACTED] we independently homeschooled our children 
until we found IHLA. I wish more states would take on this model as it allows us the con-
sistency and fl exibility our children need [REDACTED] but also connects us with highly 
competent teachers, valuable curriculum and resources, and local educational support. 
Thank you for fi ghting to keep this model a benefi cial option for Idaho families [RE-
DACTED] that have the privilege of calling this beautiful state home for a time. 

———

Every teacher or staff er we have worked with has been incredibly helpful and supportive.  
I don’t think the teachers get paid nearly enough, though.  It’s shameful how little teach-
ers in Idaho get paid and the teachers in IHLA are paid even less for just as much, if not 
more work.   

———

Every year our experience gets better and better. 

———

Everyone has been extremely helpful and kind and has made the process of enrolling 
very easy. The one hiccup I had was purchasing my children’s curriculum through direct 
order. I had to wait a little bit to place and receive the orders which was a little inconve-
nient, but I did not want to deal with reimbursement, so I stuck with direct order. I wish 
they opened direct orders up before August so that I could go through the order and wait 
time and leave enough time for the beginning of school.  

———

Everyone we have been in communication with has been professional, competent and 
quick to respond. I feel very supported and I appreciate the accountability they provide 
our homeschool. 

———
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Families are a part of this because it helps us fund education in a creative way while 
still giving accountability for families in ID who wouldn’t normally be in brick-n-mortar 
schools anyway. I’ve appreciated the check-ins with my teacher and building a relation-
ship over [REDACTED] years with [REDACTED] diff erent amazing teachers over the 
years. My children have outside accountability they wouldn’t have if this program didn’t 
exist. We would fi nd other resources with church and co-ops but this program is such a 
blessing to so many families who would otherwise give a more relaxed education to their 
students. Continue to hold the bar for our amazing home educators who want to partic-
ipate in this program to do more things they couldn’t aff ord to do otherwise to broaden 
their children’s education. The Highschool program has been a blessing to support high-
er learning while still having the fl exibility to pursue interests and apprenticeships and 
work study. My older boys would never thrive in a desk all day! 

———

Fantastic program. If I would have known of it sooner, I’d have implemented it with all 
my kids when they were young.  

———

Flexible learning promotes learning through interacting with the real world. 

———

For elementary school it’s great. As the kids get older it becomes stressful to make sure 
things are turned in and it takes over your schooling day. We left to reclaim our homes-
chool. It is my job, as the parent, to make sure my children are getting a good education. 
I know their strengths, I know their weaknesses, and I know them better than anybody 
else does. Going back to the requirements we had years ago would change my mind and 
we would use the program again.  

———

For my [REDACTED] son, it has been a life-saver. He was bullied in his brick and mor-
tar school, but private school doesn’t have special education benefi ts. IHLA has been the 
perfect compromise. And he has me to help him when he needs extra help. He has just 
blossomed into a happier, hard worker since we started IHLA. It’s made a big and very 
positive diff erence! 

———
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For my household this was a very positive experience. We (our family) feels there is a lot 
of wasted time in school and kids are NOT being pushed to their potential due to other 
students or teachers abilities. This is one of the many reasons we pulled from public edu-
cation. IHLA allowed us to push our child to be the best he can be and not settle for me-
diocre work. Also was a great opportunity for my child to develop time management. He 
started to love classes again and would be excited about his sciences class and the things 
he was learning in it. We wanted to continue with IHLA but had some changes in our 
household. I do like that we can push our children and we are not held back due to others 
abilities. We were able to use our extra time in the day to teach our child life lessons or 
skills that we would not have time to do in school.  

———

For the Legislature: for kids who face serious medical issues things like IHLA are the 
only option for an education. We live rurally and were not able to get resources when my 
daughter developed severe [REDACTED] in the school building (this is an environmental 
situation that the state has failed to address for over a decade). The school is constantly 
cutting classes off ered. IHLA allows the students to have more than just the minimally 
required education in environments that allow for safe learning. For some students, it is 
their only option. Without IHLA, rural students would be excluded from many learning 
opportunities students in larger urban areas are given.  

———
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For the past [REDACTED] years, my goal in educating my [REDACTED] children at 
home has been to cultivate in them a genuine love of learning and to equip them to 
become lifelong learners. From the beginning, I chose to keep my children enrolled in 
public school so that they could transition seamlessly into a traditional brick-and-mor-
tar setting if needed, while also ensuring the guidance and support of a certifi ed public 
school teacher. For the last [REDACTED] years, IHLA has been that invaluable partner, 
providing resources, encouragement, and oversight that have enriched our educational 
journey.

I would like to share just two examples of how this program has shaped my children’s 
lives.My [REDACTED] began her education at home in [REDACTED] and remained 
in IHLA through [REDACTED] before transferring to [REDACTED] High School. Her 
experience with IHLA allowed her to grow into a determined, independent learner. 
Through supplemental learning funds, she pursued accelerated academic programs, 
[REDACTED], developed her artistic and musical talents through private lessons, and 
played competitive [REDACTED]. The fl exibility of IHLA enabled her to work ahead, 
[REDACTED]. The combination of home learning and IHLA’s support allowed her ed-
ucation to be customized to her needs, creating an environment for accelerated growth 
and remarkable success. In contrast, my [REDACTED] daughter had a very diff erent 
journey. She struggled to read [REDACTED]. Yet, with the encouragement of IHLA and 
her homeroom teacher, she gained the confi dence and support she needed to persevere. 
At home, she did not feel the weight of being ‘behind,’ but instead developed resilience 
and determination. Once her reading began to take off , her growth was extraordinary. 
[REDACTED]. Now [REDACTED], she has maintained a [REDACTED] GPA, [REDACT-
ED], and is an avid reader of the classics. Supplemental funds helped provide her with 
tutoring, a tailored curriculum, and years of [REDACTED] lessons, laying the foundation 
for her current academic and artistic achievements. IHLA’s support was instrumental in 
her transformation from a struggling reader into a thriving scholar and artist.

IHLA is truly a unique program that places the needs of individual students fi rst. While 
elementary test scores may not always refl ect immediate success - since families often 
choose diverse curricula not specifi cally aligned to standardized testing - the growth 
seen in middle and high school demonstrates the program’s long-term impact. Certi-
fi ed teachers play a critical role in guiding families, helping them select curriculum that 
supports student growth and ensures readiness for grade-level expectations. The results, 
as my family’s experience shows, are students who thrive academically, artistically, and 
personally.

Without IHLA, many families would lose not only the fl exibility to tailor their children’s 
education but also the vital support and oversight that ensure students are equipped for 
future success. IHLA has been a cornerstone of our educational journey, and I whole-
heartedly support its continuation as a resource for Idaho families. 

———



 20 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Parent Responses

For us, IHLA is not an alternative to traditional public school. It is an alternative to ho-
meschooling that we prefer because I feel the level of oversight is good (it helps me keep 
my students on track while still allowing us to customize their education) and because 
of the supplemental learning funds that allow us to have access to educational resources 
and advanced courses that we would not be able to aff ord otherwise.  

———

From the homeschooling perspective, IHLA requires a lot of ‘busy work’ for parents that 
pulls away from the highest quantity and quality of time with our children. There are way 
too many e-mails, and surveys, and constant feed communication.  

———

From what we are told, IHLA’s requirements are really a result of requirements of the 
State. So, if that is the case, then we need to advocate for more freedom here. I have 
homeschooled all of my children and the ones who have grown up and left for college 
and careers are all doing amazingly well. I understand you want some kind of sample or 
indication that we are really doing some work. That is fi ne. But what is happening now is 
really, truly, more of an attempt to stifl e homeschooling than support it.  

———

Give families the same amount as the tax credit.  

———

Good experience so far. I appreciate the opportunities provided to my kids, while allow-
ing me as the parent to still hold the reins in my children’s education.  

———

Great alternate option for small public school students who get more choices of class-
es not available to them otherwise. I think legislators should look at the supplemental 
money provided to parents though because it isn’t regulated enough to be used solely for 
educating the student.  

———

great communication and support 

———

Great experience glad we made the switch  

———

Great experience, thankful for fi nancial assistance 

———

Great idea, however just let parents decide how to teach and what to teach kids  

———
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Great opportunity and support for families  

———

Had my [REDACTED] son been enrolled in a brick-and-mortar setting, I believe he 
would not have learned to read! Due to the immense amount of one-on-one support he 
required, it would have been impossible in that setting! Through diligent research I was 
able to fi nd the highest quality, science-based curriculum to utilize for my son. Without 
the funds IHLA off ers, I would have struggled to provide these top-notch materials and 
resources for my son! IHLA is an absolute blessing for my family and the best choice for 
education that we can access. IHLA provides support, encouragement, curriculum, and 
resources that I would not have without it! IHLA fi lls a need in our communities where 
there would be lack without it! 

———

Has made all the diff erence in our children’s education  

———

Has there been issues with IHLA?  Sure.  There is with anything.  When COVID had kids 
at home and IHLA saw a huge infl ux of students there was also a bit of people trying to 
get around the requirements that learning materials not be religious in nature and staff  
worked hard to educate parents and deny the requests for such items. As many families 
learned that behavior was not okay and then as students returned to brick and mortar 
schools, that seems to have greatly improved. For my family we’ve enjoyed the support 
we’ve received from the teachers.  Being able to have fl exibility with our schedules has 
been fantastic while knowing my children are still learning what would commonly be 
taught in other public schools.  While we don’t place value on the standardized tests, we 
put up with them in order to keep using IHLA and the funds.  Part of those funds may go 
to companies not in Idaho but we’ve also spent funds on activities like swim lessons and 
ski lessons which means the money goes back into the local community.  I think most 
parents understand that $1700 is not that much money compared to what is spent on 
children in public brick and mortar school.  We also know many of our teachers are part 
time and likely aren’t paid what their worth but we also understand that if it is enough 
pay for their needs and they have the fl exibility they desire, we’re so glad to have them as 
part of IHLA.   

———

Having an online homeschool that meets state education standards is so important. It’s 
important to have choices that fi t all family needs. 

We had a time where we had frequent appointments with a kiddo and being able to work 
around their schedule was invaluable. 

———
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Having an option like this is very helpful for parents who are educating their children at 
home. Not all parents or children do well in brick and mortar schools, and it is important 
to have other options for families. 

———

Having choices with support is such a good option for parents. One semester in your 
home might look very diff erent than another, and there was levels of support you could 
opt in or out of...meaning you could use your own curriculum and any of their supporting 
resources, and submit the required proof of mastery OR use the teacher’s created ‘path’. 
Depending on the age of your student, their abilities/needs, and what life had thrown 
your direction, you had options and people to talk to and provide some suggestions and 
guidance if you needed it. Our family teaming up with them was such an overall positive 
experience, and in the end, prepared our child successfully for college. 

———

Having IHLA/Home Ed 360/Braintree available to our family has had a positive eff ect 
on our schooling at home in so many ways. Tech Trep supported my struggling primary 
student with extra instruction and resources. Tech Trep and Braintree helped my ex-
celling high school students to stretch themselves and take college classes while in high 
school. The funding allowed me to buy more and better curriculum and supplies and 
allowed my students to explore extracurricular activities. It is great to be able to choose 
to school at home and still benefi t from tax funded educational resources. Prior to IHLA 
our family never benefi ted from educational tax dollars. As a taxpayer I deeply appreciate 
the state actually supporting the educational goals of families who choose alternatives to 
traditional brick and mortar schools. I think the Legislature ought to continue to support 
educational choices and diverse opportunities for students in Idaho.  

———

Having the opportunity to work with IHLA has really made me feel supported in teach-
ing my children and giving us access to resources we wouldn’t have without the program 
and the funding. It has defi nitely enriched the learning experience of my children and 
been ana extremely positive thing for our family.  

———

Help in preparing for standardized tests.  

———

Home school is important. I don’t want my kids in public school with terrible student to 
teacher ratios and kids just glued to devices and social media 

———
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Home schooled kids my not pass standard state tests but they are beyond intelligent 
we are raising leaders not followers . Thank you for helping keep this program alive it’s 
building a new generation  

———

Homeschool families do need support! They do need more opportunities for funding. 
Homeschool is a huge fi nancial burden on a family. I appreciate that IHLA is available 
for families that wouldn’t be able to homeschool without extra support and funding.  

———

Homeschool opportunities like IHLA should be supported and encouraged.   

———

Homeschoolers do need some help. They need access to funds and online resources and 
I thought IHLA did a good job with that. But I don’t agree with the need for state stan-
dards that all children are measured against, nor that a standardized test can show what 
a child knows.  

———

Homeschooling without IHLA would be our only other educational choice. When our 
students were enrolled, it helped expand the extra classes and supplies we had access to.  

———

Homeschooling works.  I have a [REDACTED] year old son who will graduate with [RE-
DACTED].  [REDACTED].  The local [REDACTED] wouldn’t let my [REDACTED] grader 
take [REDACTED] because that’s only for honors [REDACTED] graders, so she took 
[REDACTED] instead.  The ‘policies’ of school districts are often ridiculous and hamper 
Idaho’s best and brightest. 

———

Honestly, this program has been an absolute life saver. We did go to our local public 
school initially, and the situation was not comforting - we were told our [REDACTED] 
son with high needs would need to start at one school in the district, before he could be 
sent to the school with the support we all knew he needed. [REDACTED]. We know some 
people who work in the Special Education system in Idaho and even they don’t recom-
mend it. There are too many children with learning diff erences, all at vastly diff erent 
levels and not enough staff  for them. It becomes a babysitting room rather than a proper 
learning environment. These kids are capable of amazing things, and IHLA is our way 
to give our kids the equal chance at learning that they need! Even public charter schools 
don’t have the level of special education support that my kids would need.  If IHLA 
went away, I don’t know what we would do. We would have to fi nd some other option of 
homeschooling, but nothing would compare to the amazing support and guidance from 
IHLA.  

———
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I absolutely love having the opportunity to use IHLA. I love having my children home to 
learn, but love that we are able to be part of a school that keeps them on track with oth-
ers their age. I love that we can still be I voiced with state testing to see where our child 
places. 

———

I absolutely love having them as a help for homeschooling. They have been a great re-
source for my children’s online clubs, helping me fi nd other curriculum when something 
wasn’t working, and keeps me accountable and on top of staying on state standards. I 
personally do like to see how testing shows where my children are improving or not. I 
just don’t agree with how the tests are written and sometimes feel like it’s not a good 
indicator of how much my children have truly learned or grown.  

———

I absolutely love IHLA. Not only it has given my children amazing homeschool opportu-
nities, but it has allowed me to be a better teacher for them. Standardized tests are just 
one measure of how well children are leaning.  

———

I absolutely loved it. It was the perfect fi t for my family. It allowed me to enjoy a few real-
ly good years of teaching my kids HOW to learn and to be curious and seek out learning 
in all sorts of places. It gave them a solid foundation. My son just got a [REDACTED] on 
the ACT - and I think it’s largely because of our years with IHLA. 

———

I am a huge supporter of IHLA and the options they have provided my family for cus-
tomizable homeschool learning.  

———

I am a teacher and a parent.  I have seen my classroom students learn so much and be-
come so much more confi dent in their learning at home rather then in a brick and mortar 
school.  Same with parents, they realize their amazing ability to help teach their child the 
way their kid needs, not the way everyone has to learn. 

———

I am blessed to be able to participate in a free program that helps me (as a parent & 
teacher) to make sure my kids are being educated in a well rounded way. 

———
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I am giving these answers primarily based upon my initial experience with Idaho Home 
Learning Academy, through Tech Trep in [REDACTED].  The teachers and staff  went 
above and beyond to help me navigate the daunting new waters of homeschooling 
[REDACTED] children (Our children were previously enrolled in public school for the 
entirety of their schooling.) I found IHLA’s program and video support to be more than 
suffi  cient for orientation, and the follow-up with teachers via email to be supportive and 
encouraging.  This year is our fi rst experience with testing, (with our daughter beginning 
[REDACTED] through Braintree Academy) and thus far we are happy with our overall 
interaction with this program.  Her teacher is thorough and friendly, and all communica-
tion has been to our full satisfaction!  

———

I am glad it was an opportunity for my children during those years.  When my children 
transitioned to traditional public school they had no diffi  culty.   

———

I am glad that we had the option to enroll at IHLA when we were so quickly needing an 
option to escape a very detrimental classroom.  We never got to attend a virtual class-
room so I can’t say if it would have fi t the need that we believed that it would. I think that 
this type of virtual education with live classrooms and kids present online needs to be 
more readily available to Idaho families.  

———

I am glad there is an option besides public school for my children.  

———

I am grateful for the opportunity to teach my children at home. The supplemental learn-
ing funds and supportive teachers and programs give me the tools to be successful and 
off er more opportunities than they could get in a traditional setting.  

———

I am grateful that my children have the opportunity to get the same access to state 
funding that public school kids do, while still allowing me to give them a higher level of 
education. 

———

I am grateful that such a school is available to kids.  Every child is diff erent and learns 
diff erently.  This school has been a blessing to our family as we can learn at our own pace 
during the week.  The teachers and all staff  have been super nice to us and are super 
prompt in answering all our questions.  Plenty of resources are available.   

———



 26 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Parent Responses

I am incredibly grateful for this opportunity. You have no idea how wonderful it feels to 
know that as a homeschool mom, I have support and that we are actively contributing to 
homeschool families. Everyone deserves the chance to make decisions about their child’s 
education. Homeschool children are happy, they love learning, and they have wonderful 
nurturing relationships with their homeschool friends. Whenever I’m around, I receive 
compliments on how respectfully my homeschool children interact with people of all 
ages. Thank you for providing us with this opportunity and support.  

———

I am so grateful for it, and so grateful for the funding. The funding makes a world of 
diff erence for my child in her education and her overall well-being and growth as an 
individual! 

———

I am so grateful for the expanded opportunity that being enrolled in the IHLA off ers my 
homeschooled children. I love having teachers for help and support when we need it, 
funding for school supplies and extra curricular activities, and fi eld trips to connect with 
friends and teachers.  

———

I am so grateful for the opportunity for my children to receive the resources they need to 
be able to learn at their pace and with their unique learning challenges. If this program 
was no longer available to us, or the funding was no longer available to us, we would 
return to private homeschooling.  

———

I am so grateful that I receive support from a teacher as I am teaching my students/chil-
dren at home. I am grateful for the fi nancial reimbursement for the curriculum I have 
bought for my children’s education. Please continue to support this at home learning op-
tion. I believe every child is diff erent, and therefore, there needs to be diff erent learning 
opportunities and styles for all children. I am grateful for this learning opportunity for 
my children. If this option went away, I would not send my children to a physical school. 
We would continue to school at home, but the only diff erence would be that our support 
has been taken away. 

———

I am so grateful to have more educational choices available beyond traditional public 
school, especially options where funding can follow the students. I think this is particu-
larly helpful for elementary students, which traditionally don’t have as much fl exibility 
as secondary students. I also valued it a great deal because it allowed me to spend more 
time with my children, especially at such a young age ([REDACTED]). I think a 7-8 hour 
in-person school day is excessive for two reasons: 1- Young children benefi t from having 
more time in the home with family and 2- The actual academic requirements can be met 
in much less time than a traditional school day. 

———



 27 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Parent Responses

I am so incredibly thankful for the quality time I get to spend home with my kids. They 
are such a joy to have in my life, even if they struggle with learning the mainstream way 
most kids can learn. I’m so glad there’s fl exibility in what we are teaching them, as I feel 
more of it sticks when it’s exciting and matters to them. Thank you for continuing to fund 
programs like these and allow learning to be done in so many incredible creative ways!  

———

I am so thankful for homeschool freedom in the state of Idaho. This makes me feel safe 
as a Christian family. The only reason we enrolled with Harmony, was so I could get a 
general idea of state requirements. I do like to keep my children on track. However, I’m 
saddened to see the extensive stress/care on test scores. This is very frustrating, as I do 
see fl aws in this broken system. 

Harmony does off er funding, which defi nitely helps. Harmony also has certifi ed teachers 
available to help which I’ve defi nitely utilized. However, I will say, I’ve been disappointed 
with the changes I’m seeing. There seems to be too much IHLA involvement and require-
ments are only getting worse. I do not need IHLA or the funding. My children’s safety 
and education is most important to me. I will gladly forfeit funding if IHLA ever makes 
me feel too uncomfortable with test scores and their requirements put a bad taste of edu-
cation in my children’s mouths.  

———

I am so thankful for the help and assistance of IHLA in facilitating virtual [REDACTED] 
therapy support for my son’s IEP. I could never do this alone on my own and it’s helping 
him achieve academic progress that will be a key to his future as a student. 

———

I am so thankful that I have had the opportunity for my son to be enrolled in the Idaho 
Home Learning Academy. Not only has it helped during the pandemic. But my son has 
[REDACTED], and it has been very hard for him to deal with regular school. He also had 
some very hard issues to deal with when he was in [REDACTED] grade that got out of 
hand, and the school wasn’t able to protect him at all. [REDACTED].  

———
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I am thankful for IHLA and our homeroom teacher. I am thankful I was able to learn 
more about the program from [REDACTED]. I know there is concern from the Legisla-
ture that there is not enough oversight for the learning outcomes or the supplemental 
learning funds in this program based on a few metrics. My experience in education both 
in Idaho and in [REDACTED] informs my opinions. I think the poor scores that are of 
concern are due to the failure of our public brick and mortar school system. ‘Teaching to 
the test’ has left many students struggling or completely behind. Students are fl ocking 
to IHLA for more support and better results for their students, but to see better results 
takes time. Their scores are going to be low for awhile while teachers and parents work 
together to lay a strong foundation for learning and growing. Once those students catch 
up to grade level, their confi dence soars! 

As far as funding, families are not getting ‘free money’ to do with as they please. There 
are strict guidelines, approvals and denials processes, and clear accounting that must be 
shown, as well as demonstrated educational necessity. It is not frivolous shopping time. 
Many families use funds to provide needed internet service and computers for their rural 
students. Many families use funding to get their students special services like dyslexia 
support, speech/language support, or math tutoring to help them succeed. Families use 
funds towards martial arts, fi ne arts, music, or other classes that their students would 
miss out on if they were homeschooled and unable to participate in sports or arts like 
their public-schooled peers.

IHLA levels the playing fi eld. It’s the bridge that allows students to receive a free, public 
education that includes truly individualized instruction and support. 

———

I am thankful for IHLA because they allow me to be at home with my kids, educating 
them in the things our family fi nds most important. The fi nding gives us the opportunity 
to learn in diff erent ways with unique experiences.  

———

I am very appreciative that there is an online school where my son can take advanced 
classes. 

———

I am very grateful for the opportunity to work with IHLA and will possibly do so in the 
future. Being able to have a say on how my tax dollars for education are spent is very 
important to me. 

———
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I am very grateful to them for all that they do. We are able to school at home with fl exi-
bility for schedules, content, delivery of instruction. We are able to use this to be able to 
keep our schedules fl exible for outside of school commitments. As well as teach to my 
child’s strengths and fi ll in gaps where they might be struggling so we are on par. I love 
that they provide the learning goals so we know that we have gone through all we need to 
by the end of the year. And if I need ideas for content they have plenty of routes to take to 
fi nd it. It’s also nice that we have the istation (now Amira) access each month to get them 
acquainted with the testing and ensure we aren’t behind.  

———

I am very thankful for the fl exibility I have with IHLA while also gaining helpful tips 
from educated teachers.  

———

I am very thankful for the help of the SPED team with my [REDACTED] child. She has 
a learning disability [REDACTED], and with the hard work of herself and the team, she 
was able to get to grade level over the last [REDACTED] years. She is still very poor in 
spelling and writing, but with [REDACTED] accommodations, she is able to show her 
learning now. The tests that she has done for IHLA have never had extra time or accom-
modations for her, and I think that’s a signifi cant problem for a lot of our children.  

———

I am very thankful for the supplemental learning funds, free educational resources, prog-
ress monitoring, and teacher support.  

———

I appreciate having a public option of schooling that supports my desire to create indi-
vidual education experiences for each of my children.   

———

I appreciate having this option for educating my children that gives me fl exibility to ho-
meschool my kids without being alone in the process.  

———

I appreciate so many diff erent options and ways to educate my children. Thanks! 

———

I appreciate the ability for a homeschooler to take college classes using Advanced Oppor-
tunities that otherwise Homeschoolers would not have access too. 

———

I appreciate the choice to homeschool my child with learning funds that my taxes fund. 

———
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I appreciate the fi nancial support to allow my kids more opportunities 

———

I appreciate the learning funds to make elective pursuits possible and to be able to pur-
chase full curriculum in books.  

———

I appreciate the opportunity to be a part of my children’s education.  It is amazing to see 
them learn and grow, and explore the world with them.  I am grateful for the support 
from the state for help make it a possibility. 

———

I appreciate the opportunity to have a choice of schools that the expense is paid for from 
the tax money that I have to pay for the public schools. 

———

I appreciate the opportunity to have my children in a learning environment that can 
cater to their strengths and needs. The public school by our home is the lowest ranked in 
the area and my kids needed a lot more advanced learning than the school could provide. 
(And some kids at the school were harming the other kids and parents were not being 
notifi ed, which I think is catastrophically unacceptable.) IHLA has empowered me to 
educate my children more thoroughly in a safe environment. Thank you for continuing to 
fund IHLA.  

———

I appreciate the oversight by our homeroom teacher. She is kind, knowledgeable, and 
provides resources and applicable information. I feel that homeschooling is more suc-
cessful because of this oversight, as she keeps families accountable and educated.  

———

I appreciate the program very much! 

———

I appreciate the right and ability to educate my children at home. A couple of my chil-
dren have special needs and I am grateful that I can educate them in the manner that 
best fi ts their abilities and learning style allowing them to thrive in education rather 
than feel trapped and defeated as they did in public school. I continue to homeschool my 
children, but without the increasing restriction and regulations and lack of fl exibility of 
IHLA. My husband and I absorb all the costs for our children’s education, which I deem 
unfair as we pay taxes.  

———
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I appreciate the schooling at home laws in Idaho and the opportunity IHLA has to pro-
vide the support for families who choose to school at home. 

———

I appreciated the resources to support my children’s learning. Even the testing off ered 
valuable experience, preparing them for future standardized testing situations. We just 
desired more fl exibility with our scheduling and did not want to spend additional time 
each week on submissions or check-ins.  

———

I began our homeschool journey [REDACTED] years ago because it became apparent 
that my [REDACTED] son was being failed by the public school system. I could see that 
he would be shuffl  ed along by well-meaning, but overworked teachers who couldn’t see 
to his needs and personalize his education the way that he needed. As I began homes-
chooling, I found many other reasons that we love this way of educating our children. 
There is such power in being able to approach education as a way of life and let the learn-
ing come in natural ways that are rich and deep. We don’t learn to check arbitrary boxes 
that someone, completely removed from my family, has determined that my child should 
know. Rather, we provide a rich learning environment and focus on training their hearts 
to be curious and to cultivate a love of learning. Throughout the years, my [REDACTED] 
children have been in brick and mortar public schools, a private school, homeschool, and 
virtual charter schools. I am a certifi ed teacher and feel confi dent in my ability to educate 
my children. My only reason for enrolling my [REDACTED] child in IHLA was to be able 
to access some of the money that I, as a tax payer, have paid into the system for my chil-
dren’s education. I appreciate how IHLA in the past has honored the role of the family in 
the child’s education and trusted parents. I appreciated that they understood that there 
are many valid approaches to education. It has been a blessing to our family. The addi-
tional funds have made it more manageable for me to provide [REDACTED] tutoring for 
my [REDACTED] children with the timing, method, and tutor of my choosing. It has also 
made it possible to participate in educational experiences and buy educational supplies 
that have enriched the learning environment. The increased pressure from the state this 
year to emphasize state testing scores and require approved curriculum and intervention 
has led me to step away from enrolling my [REDACTED] student this year. I don’t feel 
like the intervention that would be required for students who don’t test at grade level is 
the best option for my child. The funding is no longer worth it for us, so we have returned 
to traditional homeschooling without the support of a virtual public charter school.  

———
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I believe I have written most everything already, except perhaps that for academically 
inclined and engaged students who are mapping next steps to college and medical school 
that reside in rural areas like ours see no hope or expectations or assistance or examples 
on the local school community for excelling and striving. IHLA provides the chance for 
my [REDACTED] a rigorous course off ering, a steam diploma course load, higher level 
science and math class than the local school provides and the time in her schedule to 
[REDACTED] work [REDACTED]. Please do not rob rural kids of the chance to rise out 
of their surroundings.  

———

I believe IHLA does a fantastic job of encouraging educational success in families.  They 
understand that families join their school for varied reasons and they try to accommo-
date each family’s needs without sacrifi cing quality of education. 

If this survey is being issued due to low ISAT scores, I want the Legislature to know that 
IHLA has done a great job of providing families with the tools and support needed to do 
well on the tests.  I think the low test scores are more indicative of homeschooling par-
ents valuing unique learning opportunities over test scores. 

———

I believe it is what is should be.  They come alongside parents to support the education 
that they seem is necessary and benefi cial. 

———

I believe that actual visits to homes by legislature reps could be a very informative way 
for ‘boots on the ground’ observing. For families willing to volunteer, I think offi  cials 
could fi nd it helpful in brining ‘homeschool’ stereotypes and stigmas to a more realistic 
understanding.  

———

I believe that IHLA is an important program for homeschooling that provides children 
with community and resources they need. If we all contribute to taxes for education then 
that money should follow the child. Parents are fed up with being told how to educate 
their own children. It is not the role of government to be involved, but since we have to 
be taxed for it then the children should receive the benefi ts of that money.  

———

I believe that IHLA is successfully teaching their students well. Standardized testing 
doesn’t show the full understanding of the student. My student struggles with tests but 
he understands the material. We use the learning funds for books and paper and printer 
ink. We couldn’t learn at home without these funds because they go to basic supplies.  

———
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I believe that the IHLA is a resource that would be well received and well used if people 
in leadership saw it as a resource to the families of Idaho more than an opportunity to 
make money in a public school at home use. 

———

I believe this changed our lives for the better.  My son is [REDACTED] and doesn’t do 
well in groups.  

———

I believe this school is a great asset for kids that struggle with emotional, mental and 
physical issues. My daughter struggled with some mental issues, [REDACTED] She did 
not do in person school well. Missed most of the week and did not complete work be-
cause she was not there. Now a few years later [REDACTED] she is doing well. Her goal 
is to participate more in the near future. I am proud of the growth that she has had and 
IHLA has helped in the ways that she needed to succeed. 

———

I brought my fi rst child home from a brick and mortar school because he was not thriv-
ing there. IHLA gave me the start I needed to school my son at home. I was able to pick 
curriculum that would best fi t my son. Because of the funding I was able to change that 
curriculum when it stopped be the right fi t. I was able to create an environment that 
allowed him to grow academically. He didn’t feel rushed to complete work and he was 
able to ask the questions he needed to without judgement from class peers. [REDACT-
ED] my other two kids, currently in a brick and mortar school, came home and I knew I 
could also teach them at home. They  all became students of IHLA. I knew I could do this 
because IHLA’s staff  gave me the confi dences that I could. 

———

I cannot express how much help it has been to have direction and support in our learning 
journey. I love taking the tests to see where my children actually are at and what we need 
to work on.  

———

I can’t aff ord to homeschool my special needs kids on my own dime, so this program is a 
God-send. I always planned to homeschool my kids and I got a BS in [REDACTED] so I’d 
be prepared to answer any question or know where to fi nd the answers. I LOVE to teach 
my children one-on-one. Their AHA! lightbulb moments make every struggle worth-
while. 

———
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I can’t reiterate enough how pivotal the supplemental learning funds have been to my 
children’s education. My son devours more books and audiobooks than I can keep up 
with. We’ve been able to provide materials to feed his busy brain with those interests. 
[REDACTED]. The supplemental learning funds have aided us in paying for their instru-
ments and lessons to cultivate this amazing talent. I can personally assure you that there 
is nothing but gratitude for those funds in our family and they have never been misused. 
They have only been used to enhance the creation of a whole person, which is way be-
yond just providing school materials. 

———

I choose to have my kids enrolled and growing in IHLA so that I can customize my kid’s 
methods of learning. I realize that is a luxury, and am very grateful for the years we have 
been able to do this. I wouldn’t keep re-enrolling my kids in IHLA if they got anything 
lower than exceptional scores. My kid’s scores indicate that this program is working for 
them.  

———

I choose to homeschool and I love that Idaho Home Learning supports that. I would 
homeschool with or without IHLA; however, IHLA gave me resources to diagnose a 
learning diffi  culty in my child that I might not have specifi cally diagnosed without their 
resources. I also am able to give my child more learning opportunities due to the funding 
support. 

———

I come from a family of educators. [REDACTED]. My [REDACTED] and [REDACTED] 
are teachers. My [REDACTED] is a superintendent’s secretary at the school district near 
her; and my [REDACTED] is an assistant principal at the middle school near him. All of 
them [REDACTED] were against me educating my children from home in the beginning- 
and ALL of them have since changed their minds. My children are thriving in this home 
education model. They are intelligent, well rounded children who love to learn and read. 
Home Ed 360, through IHLA, allows me to choose the curriculum that best challenges 
and suits my children.

Parents deserve the right to choose the best education for their children without un-
necessary government restrictions. Cutting this program would undermine that right, 
making it harder for families to access the education that meets their children’s unique 
needs.

I live in a rural area with no private school options for my children. The public [RE-
DACTED] school is failing with the [REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED], and 
[REDACTED] resigning last school year. This is not a fair or balanced approach. Every 
family, regardless of fi nancial status or address, should have access to the best educa-
tional fi t for their children’s unique needs. I’m so grateful this program exists and think 
it’s important that legislators understand that children can learn and thrive in a variety 
of environments.  

———
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I did not feel like I fully understood how to navigate the curriculum or expectations.  
Now that we have been doing this for a few weeks, I understand the unit studies better.  I 
was fearful we were not doing enough but I think we will better understand as the semes-
ter progresses.  I also now feel one of my children is much more behind in reading than 
we were alerted to.  I am hopeful a homeschool environment will help support her better.   

———

I did not like the state test administered with a teacher watching my child on screen. Also 
I feel that the format of the state tests are terrible.  

———

I disenrolled my younger students because the requirements of the program were hold-
ing them back. There should be more fl exibility for advanced students.  

———

I do online learning through school districts to keep me accountable to myself, and a bit 
to help with costs. With it becoming more complicated and taking up more of my teach-
ing time it is quickly reaching the point of not being worth it to go through the school 
districts. Just simplify so we don’t feel anymore overwhelmed then we already do.  

———

I do think it’s a great option for families.  It didn’t end up working great for us in the long 
run but I don’t regret enrolling my daughter.   

———

I do wish it gave freedom to religious curriculum.  I chose to stop because I only have a 
[REDACTED] grader and I wanted to do more things my way without worrying about 
meeting the grade learning goals.  

———

I don’t know if changing the schools funding is going to change what and how things are 
off ered. You have a lot more freedom during homeschooling than public school . 

———

I don’t know if this was one of them because she has tried a few online schools, One of 
them had testing out the library at the end of the year for i.s.a.t Which required to leave 
my daughter there by herself with people she did not know, And she did not want to 
return the next day.  

———

I don’t think the standardized testing shows what my children can and cannot do. We are 
working on grade level work and we are not in the public school system for a reason. I 
don’t feel like these tests show what home schooling really looks like.  

———
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I don’t think using AI to perform the student state testing is wise. Most of the children 
learn with a pencil and paper. Not only can the computer be foreign to them and not 
something they are familiar with in terms of operation, the tactics used by the AI AMIRA 
testing is backwards and discouraging. These children look forward to displaying all that 
they know, and this test is set up for them to fail so that it will create an algorithm based 
on what they know then get easier?!!! Insanity. It should go from easy to hard to gage the 
child’s knowledge. This was my daughter’s fi rst year and fi rst ever state testing. It was so 
discouraging and saddening to see my child so discouraged. She would look up at me and 
say ‘mommy I don’t understand what they are asking.’ After I had just told her the test 
wouldn’t be hard. The teachers weren’t trained to properly prepare parents for this test. 
It felt like the blind were leading the blind. Therefore, this AI test should not be used on 
children. Let them go back to the testing they did before or back to pencil and paper like 
we all had to do growing up. 

Thank you. 

———

I don’t think we get enough money for supplemental learning funds. Especially as kids 
get older. Activities, programs and curriculums get more expensive. But the funds don’t 
increase.

I like being more independent in our learning. I don’t like having teachers email me sev-
eral times a day asking for diff erent forms of ‘proof, or learning badges’ or standardized 
testing, that don’t help my children progress in they’re learning and education.  

———

I enjoy IHLA and my students do as well. They are a great resource for families like us 
who want to homeschool. 

———

I enjoy IHLA! It keeps my family on track and holds me accountable for my child’s learn-
ing. They are always updating parents and checking in. They are on top of submissions 
each week. They are fairly strict when it comes to approving learning funds.  

———

I enjoy it so far. It is fl exible works well with busy schedule. Teachers are helpful and 
nice. The funding helps my kids to be able to do things they normally wouldn’t be able or 
aff ord to do. We are very appreciative. 

———

I feel like Idaho needs to really take a step back and reevaluate the entire education sys-
tem. I now send my child to a private school in [REDACTED] because the school systems 
in Idaho are so broken. IHLA is only marginally better than the wild west system of 
homeschooling that is allowed in Idaho.  

———
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I feel like they are trying to listen to comments and always trying to improve to make 
things better. I think they are doing a good job trying to off er another option that can 
meet state standards and still provide fl exibility in time and learning materials for 
schooling at home.  

———

I feel so supported to have this option with IHLA, another option instead of public school 
with IHLA. I’m extremely grateful to IHLA and all of the people there that work so hard 
to support families like mine in being able to customize curriculum and be up to state 
standard testing as well. 

———

I felt like my student was being monitored to make sure he was meeting learning out-
comes for his grade level 

———

I felt my child excelled in this learning environment, which I believe would not have been 
possible otherwise.  

———

I fi nd it the most amazing opportunity to tailor my student’s education to what suits 
them best, while keeping us in the same academic ‘lane’ as public school students and 
allowing us to have similar extracurricular experiences.  

———

I fi nd it very rewarding as a home educator to have the support from a program like 
IHLA.  I have fallen in love with educating my son at home and love seeing his progress. 
A lot of our success wouldn’t be possible without the guidance and fi nancial support from 
Home Ed 360.  I feel like I am keeping my student on track with district learning goals 
and have made many friends with the other parents and teachers in the program as has 
my son. Having one student in public school and another in IHLA gives me a unique 
perspective. I can see how each student is thriving in their own way and am very grateful 
for all the options available for parents to educate their students in Idaho.  

———

I found that the ‘traditional’ public school (brick and mortar) did not work well for my 
two children with [REDACTED], learning, and social diff erences. I value public educa-
tion and was happy to fi nd that my children could attend a public school and also have 
the fl exibility and support that they needed to be successful through IHLA. 

———
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I fully support public education in Idaho. Our local brick-and-mortar schools have been 
overcrowded for years, with no end in sight. My children all have [REDACTED] and they 
struggle in these loud, crowded classrooms. They were not getting the individualized 
instruction they needed because there are simply not enough resources at the schools to 
do it. I never intended to school my children at home, but it was the option that provided 
the most solutions for our situation. If IHLA is defunded or hamstrung, we will be left 
without even this measure of community support. I am raising my children to be valu-
able members of society, and I would hope it is not too much to ask the community to 
support me in that eff ort.  

———

I had a good experience overall with IHLA.  In the time I was with them, there were sev-
eral changes that were related to changing requirements in the legislature.  It was hard 
on families to have changing expectations from year to year.  It would help to make up 
their minds about what they expected from families and how they want them to submit 
assessments.  Again, this may have already changed since I have not lived in Idaho now 
for [REDACTED] or participated in IHLA. 

———

I had a good experience with IHLA overall, and may even reapply to it in future years. 
It really helped me understand where my children were struggling and gave me all the 
tools to feel empowered and be successful in our educational goals. IHLA was an import-
ant step in the right direction for my kids educations. We were enrolled through Covid’s 
distance learning and I was so grateful my kids already were on a schedule with good 
curriculum and didn’t end up with a huge gap in their education like a lot of kids in the 
public school system ended up with. 

———

I had a great experience  

———

I have [REDACTED] children in IHLA this year, it has been a game changer. Both are so 
much less stressed and more themselves. They are both learning and doing well. One of 
my children has [REDACTED] and was always distracted by class noise to the point of it 
aff ecting her grades, now that she is doing IHLA, her grade averages are way better!  

———

I have [REDACTED] children that graduated through IHLA.  They are now getting [RE-
DACTED] in college.  This program works. 

———
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I have a [REDACTED] teaching credential and [REDACTED]. When looking at what 
school to enroll my daughter in [REDACTED] in Idaho, I was disappointed with the low 
public school ratings, the curriculum choices at the schools, and decided that schooling 
at home would be best for my family. IHLA has made it possible to school my daughter 
in a positive way that would meet her needs and still give structure, resources, and com-
munity for her to learn and thrive.  

———

I have appreciate the support of the teachers and staff  that they continually provided for 
my students with some on going special needs. My students feels very comfortable con-
tacting teachers, counselors and administrators when needed. He feels safe.  

———

I have been impressed and grateful with the support we’ve received. All questions have 
been answered quickly and effi  ciently.  

———

I have been so impressed with the communication, organization, and overall experience. 
The teachers have made it a seamless and stress free transition, I have had a fantastic 
experience 

———

I have been very pleasantly surprised with how much the program provides. They are 
transparent in everything that happens behind the scenes. I love this school so much! 

———

I have been with the program for [REDACTED] years and have absolutely relied on this 
program to provide my students with academic and extracurricular opportunities they 
would not otherwise had access to. This program allows my students an individualized 
education to meet their unique learning needs. If IHLA were to signifi cantly change, I 
would go back to homeschooling. School choice is important to me, and IHLA provides 
that opportunity, which fi ts the needs of my family the best. I pay taxes, the funds should 
follow the student, which is exactly what they are doing in this public charter school.  

———
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I have children that thrive in this virtual public school environment. They do not fi t a 
normal school child profi le and learning styles, and would suff er if they had to change to 
a ‘brick and mortar’ public school or even go back to strictly homeschooling. This school 
has helped them become independent, capable learners that are successful in setting 
goals, learning materials, and even getting ahead and succeeding in [REDACTED] while 
in high school. All because of the opportunities and teaching that they have received with 
this school. I feel that education in our public schools in general needs to be able to adapt 
and change more than ever before, and I feel that IHLA with Braintree Academy has 
been a pioneer in helping students make those adaptations and changes.   

———

I have enjoyed IHLA and the opportunity it gives me to have my children be on a more 
fl exible schedule, and for me to teach them and spend time with them.  

———

I have enjoyed my 5 years with IHLA. It has benefi tted us very much in what we are able 
to do and it has helped one child be able to get speech therapy. However, when funding 
is restrictive OR I can no longer use our own choice of curriculum in order to satisfy the 
submissions for the state, I will unenroll my children from the program.  

———

I have enjoyed our experience with IHLA. It gives children and family resources and 
direction so that I know I am educating my son to the highest of standards.  

———

I have enjoyed the support and having someone to report to helps me keep my kids more 
on track with school while still allowing me the freedom to school how I want.  

———

I have enjoyed this school and plan to keep using it. I want to continue to choose the cur-
riculum that I want to use. I don’t care as much about the funding as I do about getting 
to choose what I want to teach. 

———

I have had a good experience so far. We appreciate all of their hard work.  

———

I have had a great experience with IHLA. They give me a sense of accountability with ho-
meschooling, and I love that I am able to provide my child with things that we wouldn’t 
be able to aff ord, like a laptop for learning, dance classes, supplemental materials like 
models of the solar system, etc. 

———
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I have had a very positive experience so far, these resources allowed me to improve my 
options while struggling with a tight economy. I have been able to expand my children’s 
exposure to museums and choose curriculum that better fi ts their needs.

I will not remain in a program that dictates what is best for my children.

———

I have had children enrolled since [REDACTED]. We were traditional homeschoolers 
before joining IHLA. The supplemental learning funds IHLA off ered allowed me to pur-
chase materials like All About Reading & All About Spelling (Orton-Gillingham-based 
phonics programs) that allowed my children to receive excellent phonics education. I 
couldn’t have aff orded to purchase those with our own funds. And that is just one exam-
ple. I wouldn’t say I joined IHLA for the funds; I would say I joined for access to resourc-
es. I have formed close connections with our homeroom teachers over the years and have 
made lifelong friendships with other families in the program. The school provides SO 
many resources besides the funding, too. Free online curriculum, prerecorded lessons 
that meet state learning goals, discounted options for online programs like LexiaCore5 or 
Nessy, in-person fi eld trips, and learning opportunities.  

———

I have had nothing but good experiences with the teachers and the classes.  

———

I have had positive experiences with both my students with IHLA.  My daughters can 
work ahead of their grade level, and I appreciate that. They’re amazing readers and 
mathematicians, and enjoy the freedom of balancing childhood with schoolwork.  

———

I have has a positive experience with IHLA and will continue to support them moving 
forward. 

———

I have heard it said that if IHLA didn’t exist, the thousands of students enrolled would 
return to their local districts. This is blatantly false. When we moved to [REDACTED], 
where IHLA doesn’t exist, we didn’t go to the local schools. We returned to homeschool-
ing. Almost every single family I know who has been or still is enrolled with IHLA has 
the same response: If IHLA isn’t here, it won’t send us back to our district. We left/never 
enrolled for reasons. We will continue to school at home regardless of the outcome. We 
would prefer to do it while still enrolled with IHLA, with the homeroom teacher support 
we’ve come to rely on, but if that option is not there, we will go it alone. 

———
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I have heard several people say they tell their kids to just hit ‘C’ or take test as fast as 
possible and that they put no value in these tests.  While I appreciate that lots of kids 
struggle with test anxiety, etc., I believe that access to funding should be tied to test per-
formance, or by requiring those struggling to score well enough to be placed on an IEP 
or other special needs program that can be monitored. This will ensure that people using 
our tax dollars are actually trying to improve, vs. those that are simply part of the pro-
gram to gain access to funding.  If you want to ‘unschool’ or whatever they want to call it, 
that’s fi ne, just don’t allow them to use our tax $ to do so.  I honestly think the amount 
off ered should actually be more given the removal of all the brick/mortar costs associat-
ed with the public schools themselves. 

———

I have homeschooled a couple diff erent ways & public schooled. This is the ideal school 
support system. I would like to see this type of homeschool program in every state. I’m 
tired of seeing health, safety & education levels so low in public schools. Parents who 
homeschool should be given reimbursement allotment.  

———

I have homeschooled my [REDACTED] children in [REDACTED] states [REDACTED]. 
I am so grateful for the IHLA program! It has given my children things that I wasn’t able 
to provide on my own, like online teachers, money for music lessons, grades and report 
cards, and the opportunity for testing. Thank you!  

———

I have home-schooled my children for over [REDACTED] years. We have been with 
IHLA for [REDACTED] years. There are defi nitely benefi ts to participating in IHLA. 
There are also challenges; it is a charter school, trying to put public school requirements 
on the home school system. They don’t always mesh well. But having the support of 
teachers and the fi nancial assistance for supporting the curriculum and activities is nice. 
Our family really appreciates the ability to use the Fast Forward Funds for extra classes 
and concurrent enrollment. These opportunities are amazing! 

———
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I have homeschooled my children using a variety of diff erent methods and schools over 
the past [REDACTED] years. I am a fi rm believer that children should be educated wher-
ever they learn best. For some of my children that is homeschooling, some public school 
and others a smaller charter. All of my children struggled with standardized testing at 
one time or another and it absolutely was not a representation of how smart they were, 
what it did indicate was that they were bored, had a bad day, are [REDACTED]. I know 
this because the same kid that once tested signifi cantly below average is about to gradu-
ate high school [REDACTED] with a [REDACTED] cumulative GPA and [REDACTED]. 
She scored above average on her SAT and passed [REDACTED] with an A. Her older 
sister graduated high school [REDACTED] and [REDACTED]. Their siblings are on track 
to do similarly. Our public schools and standardized testing were not created for children 
to excel but rather for children and parents to learn compliance and in doing so we are 
blunting those who might excel if given the chance to follow their own unique interests 
and abilities. 

———

I have just been so grateful for the option for my children to learn from home. My oldest 
child was also falling into bad habits. He was talking back to teachers, which was not like 
him.  Both of my children have grown more confi dent in who they are, and are taking 
more responsibility for their learning. We also love the fl exibility, so that when big things 
happen, or tragedy strikes, we can work around it.  

———

I have loved it. 

———

I have loved my time with IHLA. I love having the ability to homeschool, but also have 
support. I know that I can teach well, but knowing I have teachers in my corner to help 
answer any questions and give support is invaluable. 

 I have wanted to homeschool for a very long time. I would homeschool no matter what, 
but having support and resources from IHLA have made it a better experience for both 
my and my daughter. 

———

I have met many amazing families, students, and teachers through IHLA and they bring 
a positive impact to the community. 

———
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I have other younger students that use a diff erent platform for their schooling, and when 
they enter high school I will likely continue with that platform since they now off er high 
school.

I haven’t had any bad experiences with the program and even recommended it to others 
who need a lot of hand-holding in their schooling at home.

I prefer the other school we use because it allows for more fl exibility in curriculum choice 
while still meeting Idaho State Standards.  

———

I have raised [REDACTED] children in the Idaho school system over the last [REDACT-
ED] years. I have seen a lack of interest increase in students enrolled in public school due 
to the nature of standardized, testing and meeting specifi c standards. My children that 
are currently enrolled in high school/elementary school are all doing alternative paths 
with homeschool/college/workforce training. It’s diffi  cult for kids that have a passion for 
knowledge and are excited about their future to spend their last few years of high school 
falling into norms and taking classes that are just to check boxes and not interesting to 
them. 

I have seen a positive change in children that graduate from high school already enrolled 
in college or excited about their future Because they were able to explore your alternative 
options other than standard high school classes. I know that not every child falls into 
these boxes, however, by the time kids are 16 years old they are burned out from regular 
school. I think allowing them to explore workforce training, college, trade schools and 
other alternative things while they’re still in high school gets them excited about their 
future and makes them feel like they are doing something important instead of wasting 
time collecting random credits or spending time Skipping school because there’s no need 
to be there. We need to focus less on meeting standard test scores and more on whole 
child development. The workforce is changing rapidly and we need to listen to the stu-
dents  instead of trying to hold onto doing things the way that we always have and falling 
into boxes. Idaho is unique in a lot of ways. 

Overall test scores for the state are not a good indicator of the students that we have. We 
raise free thinkers, kids that are allowed to explore several avenues for their futures. I 
do also think that there needs to be a huge consideration for privilege. There is a strong 
need for public schools and they should not be for low income/lower privileged students 
only. I recognize that my ability to school my kids at home is privilege and I struggle 
daily with the idea of Fighting for my right to educate my kids at home and through the 
path  that serves them best,  and not supporting families that need to utilize the public 
school system due to their family circumstances. My family has benefi ted greatly from 
utilizing state funded programs, and standard public school throughout diff erent times 
of our lives. We need to fi nd a way to meet all kids where they are and not leave any 
behind due to their family circumstances. There is no one way to educate our kids. Every 
family is unique and I really hope that Idaho is able to fi nd a way to encompass all kids 
and families. 

———
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I have really appreciated the opportunity to have this as a resource when homeschooling 
my kids. I think each child learns diff erently and speaking for my kids, this has given us 
the ability to see where we need more focus and how my kids learn so I can tailor toward 
each kid. Standardized testing has never been a good refl ection of knowledge, in my 
opinion. I remember in public school being taught certain things just to pass the test. 
That’s not learning, it’s memorization. I work one on one with my kids and I see their 
progress and how much better one of my kids does outside of testing than what his tests 
refl ects. I also think testing young kids can catch things early but I also think some kids 
just take a bit more time for academics to fl ow. 

———

I have really appreciated this key support to our success as a homeschool family of al-
most [REDACTED] years. I wish I had had this all along. 

Regarding the testing, we don’t necessarily teach to what the kids will be tested on and 
that’s just one  benefi t of homeschooling. The implied sameness that industrializes 
learning is lessened and kid’s unique geniuses get to grow and brighten. I think it’s such 
a fantastic program. Thank you for your support now and in the future. 

———

I have seen my children be able to learn at a quicker rate than in previous settings. By 
them being able to be at home in a relaxed setting has allowed them to not be as distract-
ed or feel as stressed when learning is hard. 

———

I have several children who struggle with learning disabilities that they would still be 
struggling with if they were in traditional public school. The biggest diff erence is that 
I get to have 1:1 time to help them with what they need and the option of how to spend 
supplemental funds for their benefi t. I know that there needs to be oversight and that 
some people might try to take advantage of such opportunities, but for the most part 
I believe the children who are enrolled in IHLA are reaping greater benefi ts than they 
would be otherwise.  

———
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I have students enrolled with IHLA [REDACTED]. My husband and I believe that the 
education our students have received in both the traditional public school, and in IHLA 
have been excellent and we need both.

I have had [REDACTED] students enrolled with IHLA for very diff erent reasons. First, 
my oldest son [REDACTED], is currently enrolled with IHLA because he is advanced 
academically.  [REDACTED], it was clear that he needed a learning environment that 
would allow him to truly pursue the academic challenge he needed. IHLA is doing this! 
As legislators, it is easy to focus only on the child that is struggling academically and ask 
whether or not IHLA is meeting those needs. This is absolutely important. However, it 
is a mistake to overlook the advanced student that needs the unique educational envi-
ronment that IHLA off ers. My student would spend wasted hours on a bus trying to get 
to the programs he needs if it were not for the unique program IHLA provides. Those 
are educational hours he cannot get back. We are beyond thankful for the way IHLA is 
opening unique doors for him.

We also chose to enroll [REDACTED] with IHLA because [REDACTED], my son was not 
going to get his learning needs met in a traditional [REDACTED] environment. For ex-
ample, he would sit at a desk and practice [REDACTED] and struggle. A teacher using a 
traditional assessment might assume he did not know [REDACTED]. But, if I was able to 
allow him to march, or jump, or play hop scotch on letter tiles, he had no problems at all. 
Being able to physically move as he learned made all the diff erence. His confi dence grew 
and he was motivated to learn. [REDACTED]. In a classroom with 20 students, a teach-
er cannot identify needs like this for every student and tailor the teaching to each one, 
and I wouldn’t expect them to in a traditional classroom. As you make considerations in 
regards to IHLA, please recognize the value that families in Idaho gain by being able to 
give their students a learning environment that teaches them that their struggle to learn 
from worksheets or a whiteboard is not the defi nition of what they are capable of achiev-
ing academically. Students should be able to love learning and how they uniquely learn 
instead of being ashamed that they do not learn like other students. IHLA has given our 
family the ability to keep learning fun and enjoyable for our kids as well as academically 
rigorous. 

———

I have truly appreciated the supplemental learning funds.  We pay taxes into the [RE-
DACTED] School District, where we live.  But we also pay taxes in the [REDACTED] 
School District, where we have property.  We have never utilized any educational services 
from either district.  It has been a blessing to have funds allocated to us as a homeschool 
family.   

———

I hope this remains an option for families that want t educate there kids at home, but still 
want support and oversight. 

———
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I hope to continue to have this option with funding and freedom because idk what I 
would do without this as an option. 

———

I joined IHLA after going to my child’s [REDACTED] grade teacher [REDACTED]. I 
asked the teacher how my child was doing and the teacher couldn’t tell me anything 
about my child besides she was cute and she loved her. No academic information at all. 
My child has special needs and the teacher didn’t reach out to me once [REDACTED], 
even after I emailed her before school had started. The year before [REDACTED], I asked 
for my child to participate with the school counselor [REDACTED]. I signed all of the 
paperwork and the school followed through with NONE of the process or groups and I 
never heard from them again. My child’s bussing system was very intricate and involved 
several bus changes. My special needs child was never helped and was ‘lost’ almost week-
ly. Due to [REDACTED], my child being kidnapped was a real concern. The schools and 
buses didn’t care. I fi nally had to buy [REDACTED] a cell phone for their backpack and 
hope the backpack stayed with the child. 

The public school system is broken! Children are a number and not an individual. I truly 
hope the public brick and mortar school systems crash soon and can be rebuilt into a 
place for learning!!  

———

I joined the charter Home Ed 360 because of the vision and structure that Janet Cox cre-
ated. It has been the best school we have ever been a part of and I hope that legislature 
look to her as the guidepost rather than applying Public school standards and criteria 
to a homeschool student. Learning should always be individualized and students thrive 
when they enjoy the process. 

———

I just hope that our program will continue to be supported by people in power and not 
invade the freedom of homeschooling here in Idaho. Thank you! 

———

I just want to let the legislators know that we choose IHLA for two reason learning in 
their own pace and giving a safer environment while learning.   

———

I just want to reiterate how great Home Ed 360 is. Janet Cox really cares about all the 
students  and is always so responsive and helpful. Please don’t change anything about 
this program. We love it and plan to enroll all [REDACTED] of our children in it once 
they are school age. It has been such a blessing to our family. We have always known that 
we would homeschool, so if it weren’t for this program we would not enroll in a tradition-
al school and our children would not have the same opportunities. Thank you for off ering 
this program to your constituents. 

———
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I just want to say that overall IHLA is a great program. It also seems like every year they 
improve in options for students which is amazing since not all students are the same. 
I’m really impressed with the amount of resources they provide it’s perfect for parents to 
have these options. 

———

I just wish the funding was a bit more.  $1900 does not go very far in terms of curriculum 
and extracurricular activities. 

———

I know it’s a very very controversial topic. I have dear friends on both sides of the coin. 
I’m happy to visit with the legislature about my personal experience as well as the ap-
prehension of certain homeschoolers to participate in some of these options. My cell is 
[REDACTED] and I [REDACTED] one of the [REDACTED] homeschool coops in Idaho.  

———

I know many families in IHLA and to my knowledge we only do it for the funds. If this 
program gets taken away many kids wouldn’t be able to pay for internet or curriculum 
materials. 

———

I know that legislators don’t want to ‘fail Idaho.’ But parents who care enough to sacrifi ce 
income and stay home to educate their children are not the culprit. Constant testing is 
like digging up a seed to see if it’s growing. Just trust the process.  

———

I like IHLA. They have been a great resource and support to our family.  

———

I like that IHLA keeps you focused and on course. Having teachers that will make sure 
your child does not fall behind is important.  

———

I like the idea of this, however it is very rigorous and hard to keep up. My daughter and 
I are very stressed and we are only [REDACTED] weeks into the school year. We strug-
gled fi guring out all of the diff erent technology platforms each teacher uses. It is hard to 
fi t everything in. [REDACTED]  I wish there better options or assistance with blocking 
YouTube and games when I am not right beside my daughter.  

———

I like their new charter school so much more than homeschooling through IHLA and feel 
like my kids have way more growing opportunities. 

———
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I liked it and wished there was something available here in [REDACTED]. 

———

I love being able to homeschool my kids, and having options like IHLA is really import-
ant to me even if it wasn’t perfect or always a good fi t for us. 

———

I love having a teacher help me make sure my students are learning what they need to 
but I also love that my kids can learn at their own pace. We have so much more freedom 
on learning than with traditional schooling and I can monitor my children’s progress and 
see when they need a break or harder curriculum. We can also go to museums and zoos 
whenever we want instead of having to wait for weekends and after school or fi eld trips. 
This has made learning more engaging for my children and has made learning fun and 
important to them.  

———

I love how I am choose when, where and what my child learns and that he can learn at 
his own pace. 

———

I love IHLA. I feel more supported as a parent and teacher than I ever did sending both 
my kids to [REDACTED] one of the top schools in Idaho. I feel my children are not 
only learning what I feel is most important as a parent for them to know, but with the 
fl exibility and care that myself as a parent can give to them. No two students are alike, 
[REDACTED] is a great school but doesn’t scaff old learning to the student, it demands 
that the students adhere and behave like everyone else, and I want to support my unique 
child, ensuring they learn what they need without losing who they are as a person in the 
process.  

———

I love it so much. It feels great to be able to get everything I want out of homeschooling 
- individualized education, more family time, more outdoor adventure time - and also 
have access to support to ensure my kids are learning everything they need. 

———

I love it.  All children would benefi t from learning from home 

———
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I love that home schools exist like IHLA, but in my opinion it was too hard and discour-
aging.  It was not student led where a parent can just follow up each night and help them 
where they were stuck here and there.  It really took one-on-one teaching the whole time 
(all day) that even as an adult I struggled with too.  We have tried public school again 
after being discouraged with online accredited learning and that was not doable with her 
[REDACTED]. I know a lot of parents are in my situation and just need something more 
simple for students to follow to get the basic education needed.  We have been discour-
aged by public school representatives to do online because it is so hard.  That is why I 
am no longer using accredited schools (even though I would like to and understand the 
benefi t of doing so).  To sum it up...too much work, too hard, and not accommodating for 
children with disabilities. 

———

I love that Idaho families have this avenue to give their children a more personalized 
education. Idaho’s children are not a congregate mass. They are individuals, and when 
it comes to education, one size does NOT fi t all. It is extremely important to me that the 
Idaho Legislature remembers that Idaho’s children are children of their mothers and 
fathers fi rst. The state was created to support the community, which was created to sup-
port the family. Idaho chose to adopt public education to help families and communities 
raise literate, productive citizens. But, in a system so big, it is really hard to teach indi-
viduals. Programs like IHLA help counteract the factory education that traditional public 
school has become by enabling more parents to recover their primary role as educators. 

As they chase better test scores, I pray that the Idaho Legislature will remember that 
their role is a support rather than a ruling body, and that they will feel my heartfelt 
thanks for the support they have already given. 

———

I love that my kids don’t take space in public schools for other kids since we have so 
much trouble on capacity in most of public schools . I love I can help my kids grow in 
their learning pad and I can see where they struggle and I can help them instead if they 
were in public school the teachers do not have enough time to focus on individual stu-
dents . I love the way my kids are learning and growing strong in their learning pad, 
more confi dent and happy in a safe environment.  

———

I love that programs like this exist to customize a child’s education! They cooperate well 
with credit and grade transfer! I wish we would have learned about them sooner.  

———

I love that we have a teacher that we can meet with for extra help, teaching ideas, etc. 
Also, that our kids can get to know and meet up with. I love that there are still learning 
fi eld trips once a month. 

———
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I love that we have funds to choose what best fi ts our children’s needs and gives us the 
resources needed to help our children learn. The teachers have been great at helping 
ensure my child’s success by tracking and suggesting ways to help them learn.  

———

I love the freedom and fl exibility IHLA provides for my family. It enables us to teach 
how, when, and what we want, but also helps us have goals to keep our kids on track with 
their peers. 

———

I love the freedom of homeschool where my kids can dive deep into the things they love. 
I really like all the options for education allowing a broad variety for all my kids interests. 
I enjoy learning with my kids. I like knowing they have people around them who love 
them.  

———

I love the freedom that came with IHLA. That is what made it beautiful. The more free-
dom that is taken away the faster the program deteriorates. 

Also there needs to be reform with the IDEA law so that IEP students have there needs 
meet and are not just compartmentalized and left with just enough education to barely 
get by in this world. 

———

I love the freedom to choose to educate my kids at home. The freedom to choose the 
foundation of curriculum truth my kids will learn from. Funding should continue for 
families that educate at home.  

———

I love the opportunity to educate my sons in a non traditional fashion. I love the freedom 
and fl exibility it provides. It is not a fi t for everyone just like a public brick and mortar 
school is not a fi t for everyone. Please don’t make our program try to fi t the mold of other 
programs. There is a reason we withdrew and chose this route.  

———

I love the opportunity to talk to the teachers and use their skills to help my kids when we 
need help. It does help my kids a lot. I love the diff erent options between using our own 
curriculum and their classes. I think it makes it a lot easier to homeschool when I can 
have help with subjects I or my children struggle with.  The funding is super nice because 
I don’t have to stress about how to pay for everything to make their education more in-
teresting.  

———

I love the support from the school that allows me to educate my child at home.  

———



 52 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Parent Responses

I love this school and being able to teach my child the way I want to. Having the freedom 
to purchase items that pertain to their goals and electives. 

———

I love using funds for extra curricular activities which greatly add to the life experience 
and learning of my [REDACTED] children. On our own budget, they would not get to 
participate in such diverse experiences such as horse lessons, piano lessons, swimming 
lessons, gymnastics, and art lessons. 

———

I loved IHLA, but my schedule just got too full to keep up with the submissions. 

———

I loved my time with IHLA, however we left due to the yearly additions coming from leg-
islature that clearly has not spent time in a classroom, or even with students in a learning 
environment of any kind recently. 

———

I loved that we had control over the funding for our kids. I liked that you had the option 
to get reimbursed (and see the money back quickly) or meet with someone and make a 
direct order since not all families can aff ord it up front.  

———

I loved this program and 100% would have stayed in it had I not moved. 

———

I made a point of having a tutor for my children during this time and also extracurricular 
activities (as we have always done). Being able to get reimbursed for the supplies and 
help with tutoring was a tremendous blessing. 

———

I moved here from [REDACTED] and IHLA has been a godsend. Because of IHLA’s 
funding, my son has been able to do so much supplemental schooling. My son is per-
forming well above his grade level because of IHLA. We love it and the teachers and staff  
are very diligent and kind. 

———
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I moved to ID from [REDACTED], a state that has high regulations for homeschool, but 
no support or resources for it. I understand the importance of regulations in protecting 
and serving children. 

IHLA has been a beautiful mix of providing guardrails and accountability, while also pro-
viding the resources and opportunities to make home education successful. 

When homeschooling in [REDACTED], I was limited to curriculum that was reusable for 
when my younger children grew. I could not aff ord online or subscription based resourc-
es that are recurring costs. Being able to access resources online has been a huge benefi t. 
Some are free to me, like [REDACTED] (both big hits in my home). Some are discount-
ed, like [REDACTED]. And others I simply have the opportunity to use funding for, like 
[REDACTED]. 

IHLA has also introduced me to educational resources that I never knew existed. The 
[REDACTED] is one such resource. Overall I am so much better equipped to fi nd both 
primary curricula and supplementary material to make home education robust and en-
gaging. 

I use the funds for physical curricula as well, including [REDACTED]. I use projects like 
the [REDACTED], which guides a child through the process of writing a book. I can do a 
lot more hands-on science! I can order more math manipulatives. I got the art supplies 
needed for my child to take [REDACTED]. 

When I was back in [REDACTED], I voluntarily paid out of pocket once a year for stan-
dardized [REDACTED] testing. This was not a requirement for my child’s grade level, but 
it was my desire to assess her and fi nd potential gaps in my teaching. While assessments 
do not tell the whole story, they are useful tools. Thus, I genuinely appreciate having 
the opportunity to do assessments without cost to me through IHLA, and I appreciate 
a homeroom teacher who knows the educational standards, can help me keep track of 
progress, and can give me advice and be a sounding board. 

Finally, I appreciate the opportunity to socialize and go on fi eld trips with other home 
educators. We have already connected with another IHLA family and do play dates with 
them. We are looking forward to our fi rst fi eld trip at the end of this month. 

I fi rmly believe programs like IHLA are an amazing option. It provides the resources and 
opportunities for students and home educators to succeed as they pursue a personalized 
education, while also providing useful structure, guidance, and accountability.  

———

I need to change how children are tested to get a more clear and accurate level of learn-
ing what you have done just set these kids up to fail 

———



 54 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Parent Responses

I overall have been very impressed with the program. I think that the staff  at IHLA and 
Home Ed 360 are very helpful and have created so many amazing resources that would 
have been out of the budget for many parents. I have had so many more learning oppor-
tunities for my children due to this program. I wish I would’ve started it sooner. I know 
that legislation was trying to change the program last year and I think they ,are the right 
decision. IHLA has helped so many homeschooling parents elevate the learning experi-
ence for their students. I think if you were to change the funding too much many parents 
would lose out of those opportunities. I know I would’ve continued homeschooling, just 
with less resources which could’ve limited my children’s growth. I have been thankful to 
have access to public school assistance while choosing curriculum and resources for my 
children.  

———

I prefer homeschooling, I don’t intend to stay with IHLA, especially as the virtual re-
quirements grow and the learning requirements are built backwards, starting with the 
state standards.   

———

I primarily did it for fi nancial support as a [REDACTED]. But working, and having the 
[REDACTED], caused a huge strain, especially considering how I assess my children is 
through oral exams for every subject, rather than taking a picture of a completed work-
sheet.  

———

I really appreciate being supported in my homeschooling. I feel more valued and recog-
nized by the community and the government as the primary teacher and infl uence on my 
children’s formation. My kids feel less ostracized by the community.  

———

I really appreciate the fl exibility and wide variety of resources that the state of Idaho 
works hard to off er and preserve for home learning families. I hope to return when it’s 
best for our family in the future. 

———

I really appreciate the support that IHLA provides, allowing parents to nurture their 
children’s talents and abilities. 

———

I really appreciate this option for alternate schooling.  A brick-and-mortar school doesn’t 
fi t everyone’s needs, and educating with IHLA has been the best fi t for our family! 

———
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I really appreciate this program. I want to make sure my children are on grade level for 
their education and meeting the proper benchmarks and this program helps me do that.  

———

I really appreciated having access to resources and funding during a diffi  cult time. But I 
have SERIOUS concerns that many student’s were at risk of not receiving quality edu-
cation. While some students need fl exibility to work at their pace (e.g. neurodivergent), 
there needs to be more accountability in order to receive state funding. It was apparent 
that many families had no idea what they were doing and the children’s learning was 
suff ering. 

———

I really appreciated the support and dedication of the program we were with (Home Ed 
360)  

———

I really hope that this is allowed to continue in the capacity it is working at because it 
has been a big blessing and help to my family. I didn’t know what I was going to do when 
my one child with mental health issues had to stop school for her mental health needs 
[REDACTED] and I knew I wasn’t going to be able to teach high school to her on my own 
when that time came. Her sister joined when the school district here wasn’t doing very 
well due to lack of funds and it still isn’t doing well, but at least I have IHLA as an option 
to continue her sister in if things don’t look better [REDACTED]. Our smaller rural areas 
really struggle for funds which also means a teacher shortage because of this and IHLA 
has made it possible for us to care for our kids the way they need to be. For some, that 
means taking them out of certain situations like public school. For others, public school 
is great but the environment may not be. I love having this option to have home learners 
and to give my children the best possible chance with education as I can while catering to 
their individual needs and desires. 

———

I really hope you keep this program it is really good for Idaho.  

———

I really like the people I interact with from IHLA and the fact that they are working 
tirelessly to support high-quality education for students. It is a great community and I 
would love to see them cheered and congratulated for all the work they put in to helping 
students and families to succeed. 

———

I really love the choices that this school provides. This is our fi rst year doing it, and we 
are very excited to continue to see what the school has to off er! 

———
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I recognize that my kids are a bit of an anomaly for IHLA in that they test very well, but 
we do appreciate getting to learn with students from across the spectrum. Frankly, my 
kids get lazy because they think the test is the end all be all but they get pushed to grow 
by these other students who continually outpace them in many other areas of life! When 
we gather, I have no idea who tests well and who doesn’t, each kid we interact with is 
so unique and so smart. Some kids just aren’t meant for testing, but they have other 
strengths. I am grateful the mindset that we all have intrinsic value can rub off  on my 
‘star students’. IHLA is a place where anyone’s learning can be fun and engaging. It’s 
my belief that the kids who don’t test well in IHLA also wouldn’t test well if they were 
squished into a diff erent school model. But with IHLA they can still enjoy the learning 
and have access to experiences, staff  and teachers who encourage their growth and edu-
cation!  

———

I recommend them to anyone I know even not having my child enrolled this year. 

———

I refused to ever participate in a school like this until my friend told me so many positive 
things about it, I decided to try it.  Loved it so much last year that I joined again this year, 
including a high school student. 

———

I removed my child from IHLA because I didn’t think she was ready for [REDACTED] 
grade and I was met with arguments. I was told because she passed her [REDACTED] 
grade iSATS that she was fi ne and on level, but when her [REDACTED] grade scores 
came out she was far beyond below. I was told that she had to move to [REDACTED] 
grade and if we decided to do [REDACTED] grade work to get her caught up she would 
be penalized for it and have 10% automatically taken off  of every assignment. My child 
should not be penalized because a school decided to not listen to the parent. 

———

I speak not only for our specifi c community but what it provides to many families in 
Idaho is that IHLA is a great resource for a multitude of reasons. Mainly being provid-
ed resources and the funding but the community and support it provides has made it a 
valuable program. 

———
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I strongly believe IHLA is not only benefi ting individual students but also strengthening 
our community and shaping the future for generations to come. By giving children the 
freedom to learn at their own pace and explore their interests, IHLA fosters creativity, 
critical thinking, and problem-solving skills qualities that traditional classrooms often 
cannot fully nurture. Students gain independence, confi dence, and a love of learning, 
which equips them to contribute meaningfully to society. Supporting programs like 
IHLA ensures that Idaho children are prepared not just academically, but for real-world 
challenges, innovation, and leadership. This is an investment in the future of our state, 
and in the potential of every child who participates. 

———

I think audits should be done to see where money has been spent. I know some families 
have asked for items that are not of student quality. Since these are tax payer funds, all 
materials should be for students only. Us tax payers have the rights to know where our 
money is being spent.  

———

I think being open minded about testing. My kids get really bad test anxiety. We practice 
throughout the year but they still struggle when the beginning and end of year tests come 
up. My kids are learning hands on things and gaining real work experience. You can’t 
show all their skills through a test.  

———

I think each school district in the state should have a virtual school and a hybrid school 
option. I think families want that (look at IHLA’s enrollment numbers) and more fami-
lies would join if it was more localized - for example I could take my daughter or son into 
a local classroom for their math lesson once a week or something like that. This type of 
option will strengthen our school in my opinion.  

———

I think for the average student it is great. It just didn’t meet our special ed needs. 

———

I think home-learning is the way of the future.  Technology is advancing and public 
schooling is very expensive. 

———



 58 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Parent Responses

I think Idaho home learning academy is great for the time being. It would be nice if the 
legislators recognized this as they create bills to recognize the need for fl exibility in our 
students education. Online and at home learning can be integrated with dual enrollment 
in public schools or other options that would give college credit for highschoolers. I have 
noticed that the ADA policies discourage districts from giving kids opportunities that 
would benefi t them because it draws money away from the districts. I hate that kids are 
losing out on better educational opportunities because of how the state does their fund-
ing.  

———

I think IHLA fi lls a hole that traditional brick and mortar public schools can’t.  It allows 
for students with circumstances outside the norm, such as extremely rural students, 
students with medical conditions like severe allergies, students who need to balance edu-
cation with other talents like competitive sports, music, etc., students who are bullied in 
person, and students who are gifted and need to be able to soar ahead to be able to have 
a good education in a non-traditional format. 

———

I think IHLA fi lls a much needed void in the community. They provide standards and 
goals for parents who want alternative choices to full-time, all-day school. IHLA ensures 
students are still receiving quality education that meets state standards while also al-
lowing the fl exibility families crave. I know my main reason for doing a hybrid program 
is I desire more time together as a family. I think our tendency to shuffl  e our kids off  to 
a million places and activities weakens the family unit. My kids do so many activities at 
night (soccer, gymnastics, piano, dance) so it’s nice to be learning and growing together. 
My [REDACTED] year old sits next to my [REDACTED] grader as she practices [RE-
DACTED] and repeats the words with her. My [REDACTED] grader is following along 
as my [REDACTED] grader reads aloud from ‘Theras and His Town’ and we all narrate 
back as I read from ‘Stories of the World.’ It’s a beautiful tapestry that’s being woven and 
IHLA helps provide the structure and outline that makes it possible.  

———

I think IHLA has been great for my family. I like that my children still have testing 
through state of Idaho. I like that we have guidance on what my children should be learn-
ing, but remaining fl exible on how we educate our children. I think some families do not 
understand that this is a virtual school and do not treat it as such.  

———

I think IHLA is a fantastic alternative for families that want to homeschool but still want 
to have state oversight on their children’s learning. The benchmark and standardized 
testing help identify gaps in a child’s learning, and parents and teachers can work togeth-
er to support the child and fi nd learning solutions. My children scored at or above stan-
dard on the ISAT last year, but it was still helpful to see that they are profi cient. 

———
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I think IHLA is a great option for families. My daughter struggled emotionally with the 
public school schedule and bringing her learning home helped her to soar! We are thank-
ful for the support it gave us as we began our homeschooling journey.  

———

I think IHLA is a very important program. There need to be more options available 
for educating our children(rather than public or private schools) and this is one that is 
crucial to keep state funding for. As a fi rst time homeschooling parent, IHLA helped me 
so much! I was overwhelmed when we made the decision to homeschool, but once we 
enrolled in IHLA I felt at ease because I had help from real teachers! 

———

I think IHLA is a wonderful program.  It has benefi tted my family and me, as I both work 
for IHLA and have educated my daughter from home using the program.  She is now in 
high school, and goes to our local high school.  Not because the program is not suffi  cient, 
but because of scheduling issues.  IHLA has been a marvelous experience for us. 

———

I think IHLA is an important bridge to the homeschooling community. The supplemental 
funds allow many families to aff ord curriculum and activities they wouldn’t have access 
to otherwise.  Many homeschooling families are single income and there is very little 
margin for extras. We pay taxes and should have access to some of those funds for edu-
cating our kids. 

———

I think IHLA is an important sort of educational laboratory that should be, fi rst of all, 
preserved and then studied more closely. [REDACTED] IHLA students worked for me. 
They are bright, intelligent, and well-educated young people. Interestingly enough, I 
have had several other business owners ask me about how I get my employees and men-
tion that they wish they could fi nd that caliber of teens willing to work. [REDACTED], 
the response from the community speaks to the real-world value of an alternative educa-
tion where teaching to the test wasn’t a fi rst priority.   

———

I think IHLA is doing exactly what a home learning academy should do: Provide support 
on whatever level is required by the students and their families. They can be there for 
feedback and grading only and/or to provide deep help with curriculum, learning goals 
and understanding school standards. As a parent I can get exactly what and how much I 
need to help my child thrive in schooling!  

———
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I think IHLA is great overall. I think it is the best thing regarding giving freedom to par-
ents to teach their kids and I am very impressed with how well the children are learning 
and growing in this model.  

———

I think it has been so crucial in allowing my child to fl ourish, learning at the pace that 
works for her, being able to have individual help and attention as much as she needs, and 
it has helped her develop emotionally in a place that is safe and loving, rather than being 
in our very overcrowded schools. She is an intelligent girl, and I appreciate being able 
to treat her as a person rather than another number that needs to check all the boxes of 
learning objectives by a standard date.  

———

I think it is a great program for the elementary and middle school programs.  

———

I think it is great that there is such a variety of extracurricular activities that are ap-
proved for kids to really get experiences they need that better fi t their lifestyles and inter-
ests. It helps build them up a lot.  

———

I think it’s a great program with a lot of benefi ts to a lot of families. I fully support all of 
the state testing requirements, etc. that are needed for access to the program and the 
funding, because I did see a lot of what I considered to be abuse of the program where 
families argued for their ‘rights’ to the funding but without being willing to put in the 
eff ort to make sure that their children were actually on track educationally.  

———

I think it’s a really great school that took my son’s education very seriously  

———

I think it’s amazing for families who need the extra support that it off ers and I look back 
on Home Ed 360 fondly. Maybe we’ll rejoin in the future, but the oversight isn’t what’s 
best for my children right now.  

———
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I think it’s disgusting that the legislature would want to remove our funding while at the 
same time pass new legislation for private school funding. My family is not wealthy, We 
will not be able to aff ord to send our kids to charter schools or private schools. Any logi-
cal person can do the math and realize that only a small fraction of the students in Idaho 
will receive the fi ve thousand per student. We cannot aff ord to spend $10K and hope that 
we’re one of the few that get reimbursed by the state. The funds we get from IHLA go to-
ward curriculum, supplies, and activities. I think some legislators think that all we spend 
the money on is dance classes and karate. My son’s reading/language arts curriculum 
alone cost over $500. My daughters Spanish class is $755 a year. My children will never 
go back to public school.  

———

I think it’s great that IHLA  is in place, to have the liberty to choose curriculum and 
learning for our own children.  

———

I think it’s important to keep this option available to Idaho families.  

———

I think it’s so important that legislature knows how much this program has helped so 
many kids in our state. My kids tried public school in Idaho after moving here and it just 
didn’t work for them for so many reasons. Like I mentioned, IHLA is a last resort for a 
lot of families because our kids were simply failed by the public schools. The teachers 
have such huge classes they can’t give the time to kids that are struggling but still seem 
to be able to pass them to the next grade along with issues that weren’t addressed but 
then kids are even more behind. Which leads to families enrolling in IHLA because they 
still need the support of teachers but their kids need one on one time to actually learn the 
concepts they were struggling with. I think the funding is helpful because we are able to 
get curriculum for our kids but it’s not the only reason we are in the program. We have 
met so many amazing families and made so many wonderful friends thru this option of 
school. I love the support of teachers from IHLA when I am struggling in an area with a 
kid and they are so helpful to give wonderful suggestions on resources.  

———

I think over all IHLA has been very benefi cial for my students. They are thriving. They’ve 
enjoyed all the fi eld trips and activities off ered. I’ve really been grateful to be a part of 
their learning and growing together. I like knowing what they’re learning about and 
them being able to transfer that knowledge to other areas of their lives. I like the teacher 
support. 

———
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I think overall, IHLA is a critical and valuable resource for families all throughout the 
state. In a state that prides itself on school choice, IHLA provides so many wonderful 
options to help parents customize their children’s education. It’s especially valuable for 
those with children with special needs. Without IHLA, I think Idaho’s children will be 
losing. Our education system will be worse without it. 

———

I think parent led education is the future. The brick and mortar, public schools, are 
running off  of a very old model. It is not the way leaders of education are running their 
programs. We should follow what is excelling, not what our grandparents did for genera-
tions, just because ‘that is the way’.  

———

I think public funds should only support public education. Homeschool or private school 
should be paid for with family or individual money or scholarships.  

———

I think some legislators may think that if we didn’t have the option of using IHLA, we 
would send our children to traditional public school. That is not the case. We have en-
joyed the funding, the fl exibility, the community, and the support, among other things, 
with IHLA. If we lost this option, we would turn to a more traditional homeschool, not 
public school. Idaho prides itself on having educational freedom, where parents can 
make choices that are best for their children and family. Please do not take this option 
away from us. 

———

I think that IHLA is a wonderful option for people who pay taxes for public school and 
don’t send their kids there. It gives the parents freedom to choose what curriculum their 
kids use and also the ability to go at their pace and give more opportunities to thrive in 
areas in education that are limited in a class setting in a regular public school 

———

I think that it would be a devastation to many of the families enrolled in IHLA if it were 
to be closed.  So many families use this program in order to help their kids thrive and 
know what is best for their kids. I think that looking at only test scores for retention is 
not looking at the whole picture of how a  kid is learning and thriving.  

———

I think that online learning opportunities for homeschooling are extremely valuable. 
Being able to use funds for curriculum is so helpful. Homeschooling children of diff erent 
grades and diff erent abilities requires a parent to look outside of the box for curriculum 
and IHLA was great at helping to fi nd resources and give parents the opportunity to 
aff ord those resources. 

———
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I think the Idaho home learning academy was great for the time that we used it. It was 
only when more rules and regulations came down the line that I found it more cumber-
some than was worth to continue using the program. 

———

I think the IHLA program is such a wonderful option for homeschool families. The teach-
er support and access to learning aids is so helpful, especially for families just starting 
out or need more support.  

———

I think the Legislature needs to know that if they continue to increase restrictions, 
requirements, and hoops - it will get a point where many families decide it’s not worth 
it and they will homeschool independently.  For the most part, parents are homeschool-
ing this because they know what is best for their kids.  My children were all consistently 
above their grade levels the [REDACTED] years we were with IHLA.  Homeschool is 
hard enough, and time consuming enough without making it stressful and full of boxes 
to check.  I think your homeschool students will thrive better in an environment that 
allows parents the fl exibility to meet their children where they are and grow from there.  
I feel that with all the requirements added to IHLA last year, that is no longer the case.  
I know a LOT of families who really struggled with the changes.  Checking boxes is not 
why we homeschool. 

———

I think the program that IHLA off ers is a great service to families who would like to 
home educate their children, rather than homeschool. The resources, teachers, guidance, 
organization, and funding it provides were so valuable and gave my child the support 
she needed to complete [REDACTED] successfully. [REDACTED], having an alternative 
schooling option when needed is important, and it’s the reason I appreciate this state 
supporting our students in diverse ways. Some children struggle to attend standard 
in-person public school, whether it’s because they need more of a specialized curriculum 
or they are neurodivergent and unable to attend typical classes. School choice with many 
options is essential for a broad range of education opportunities.  

———

I think the supplemental learning funds of $1,700 per child are great and need to stay, 
and ideally be increased. The funding provides parents with the ability to enroll their 
students in challenging core courses and to enrich students’ education with music, art, 
sports classes which are often more convenient and better quality than what is available 
in local schools.

And please understand that the student who come to IHLA often have reasons that keep 
them away from traditional schools, such as disability, health, mental health, or, on the 
other hand, special interests that occupy a signifi cant amount of time. So judging this 
program by tests scores alone would be a mistake. 

———
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I think these types of schools are super important to have for children who don’t thrive in 
traditional settings. We need alternatives like these for those kids.  

———

I think they are valuable for Idaho families. They off er an education experience that is 
vital for sped kids that traditional school setting can’t help. They also help support new at 
home educators. I think it is great that this model still allows tracking of Idaho students. 
If families went to straight homeschool you would lose any knowledge of how they are 
doing. I also think families should have a say in how their children are being educated 
and more and more school systems think they have the say in what your children are 
exposed to.  

———

I think they do a good job of making grade requirements clear and providing any help we 
may need to meet those requirements.  They off er a variety of resources that would be 
hard to get on my own.  

———

I think this is the perfect balance for families like ours. My children are doing so much 
better in IHLA - they get to focus on their strengths and weaknesses and really get a cus-
tomized education.  

———

I think we overall had a very good experience with IHLA. We just wanted more freedom 
of time and to take our education at personalized paces. 

———

I thought that they did a wonderful job for what we needed during the silly and unneces-
sary lockdown. We felt that we did need more communication and direction with IHLA. 
But, we were new to homeschooling and were navigating new areas, so that is a bit on 
us.  With IHLA my daughter learned more about the subjects that held her interest and 
not sitting in a class where the teacher spent the fi rst 3o min of class making children 
behave. Since we have pulled her out again, her learning has advanced to [REDACTED] 
grade learning where she can take [REDACTED]. Which is amazing since she is in the 
[REDACTED] grade.  

———

I treasure my student’s teacher and the support she gives me and my student.  My expe-
rience has always been positive and supportive! 

———
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I truly appreciate this avenue is available for Idaho families. I need and am grateful 
for the accountability, support, and funds in order to make this work for us. Using this 
platform in order to track our progress is so helpful. Having our kids home more often 
is exactly what we need and we prioritize their education as well as the well-being of our 
family unit. Thank you for providing this opportunity for us. 

———

I truly do not know where we would be without IHLA. [REDACTED] children struggle 
academically due to learning disabilities. They spent [REDACTED] years in the public 
school system with our every concern being dismissed. It was in a moment of sheer des-
peration that we turned to IHLA and it has changed the lives of my children in every way. 
We are so thankful for the opportunity to teach our children in a way that makes sense 
to them, we as parents are better able to understand and accommodate for their strug-
gles and their strengths which leads to kids who are overall more successful and have 
better self confi dence. IHLA’s funding makes it possible to do things like outdoor science 
classes, music classes, Spanish classes without it being a fi nancial burden to our 1 income 
family. We are able to provide our children with an education as unique as they are.  

———

I truly love all the time I have with my child because of homeschool. I recently lost my 
[REDACTED]. I look back at all the time I had with her [REDACTED]. I have so many 
cherished memories that I would not have if she was gone all day in public school. 

I gave my [REDACTED] the option to go to public school this year. She chose to homes-
chool. She knows that she can get her book work done at her quick and then learn other 
things that interest her. She has many friends that are in public school and she has visit-
ed with them. She doesn’t understand why their school day is so long.  

———

I understand the need to prove my children are learning and that the funds are not being 
abused. I would just love it if the state didn’t have so much control over what my children 
are learning.  

———

I understand you are trying to fi nd a balance and it’s diffi  cult to hold parents accountable 
and make sure learning is happening in the home. Testing is not the right way to do this. 

Most parents are working very diligently to teach their kids, and the parents are regularly 
Showing work and updates with programs to prove what they are learning. 

I know several people who left ILAH [REDACTED](myself included), because of the new 
required testing. It’s too much for kids. Many of us are willing to not get the money, if it 
means not stressing our kids with more tests. I don’t mind ISAT’s, but too much, is too 
much. And in the end. It’s the kids that suff er.  

———
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I unenrolled [REDACTED]. The extra testing felt like oversight. Honestly, who cares if 
kids ‘test’ well. This is a poor refl ection of the diff erent types of learners and what exactly 
each child is learning. My children are so well rounded and capable compared to their 
public school peers because of the proximity to us, the continued education throughout 
the day, and hands on learning homeschooling allows for. They have never tested well, 
but when around their peers, they are not behind are more caring, respectful, and show 
more ingenuity.  

———

I urge the Legislature to recognize the signifi cant academic achievements of homes-
chooled students in Idaho. Research indicates that approximately 74% of homeschooled 
students attend college, compared to only 44% of public school students. Furthermore, 
about 67% of homeschooled students graduate from college, compared to 59% of public 
school graduates. These statistics underscore the eff ectiveness of homeschooling in pre-
paring students for higher education and future success.

Homeschooling allows for a rich, individualized education that includes opportunities 
often unavailable in traditional public schools, such as classical literature, music, art, 
STEM, and foreign languages like Spanish, French, and Latin. This exposure enhanc-
es cognitive development, critical thinking, and prepares students to be well-rounded, 
successful members of society. The fl exibility of homeschooling enables parents to tailor 
their children’s education to their interests and needs, fostering a love of learning and 
real mastery of subjects.

The funding provided by the Idaho Home Learning Academy (IHLA) makes this 
high-quality education accessible without the fi nancial burden of private schooling. 
Threatening to remove these funds or restrict our ability to choose educational resources 
would limit these opportunities and undermine the successes that IHLA has made pos-
sible. It is concerning that homeschool families face such threats based on standardized 
test scores, while public schools with low scores rarely face similar consequences. This 
disparity highlights the inequity in how educational choices are valued and supported. 
Homeschool families, who often provide a rich, individualized education, should not be 
penalized. 

———

I used IHLA because it was the closest thing to a ‘parent partnership’ homeschool- dis-
trict program that I could fi nd.  As a former teacher, and as mom of gifted kids, and as a 
homeschool mom, I feel the state is really missing out on the opportunities that could be 
had by having some type of partnership hybrid program.

Everyone I know uses/used IHLA for funds.  It’s a shame that private companies are 
making a profi t off  our kids when the local districts could have kids part time enrollees at 
a partnership program which would benefi t the district, the parents and the kids.  I know 
many former teachers who would happily teach in person classes for homeschool kids, 
and I would also gladly keep the dollars local, rather than money going to Braintree or 
Harmony.  

———
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I very much appreciate the fi nancial support, accountability, and IEP resources that are 
made available to me through IHLA.  It enables me to give my children a much richer, 
less isolated education.  At the same time, I can be intimately involved in their education 
as a homeschool parent, but not feel like we are missing important milestones or fl ags. 

———

I very much like this program. It is clear what is needed and expected of each individu-
al. They are not intrusive. They respect boundaries. They allow the children to learn at 
their own pace and have a individualized learning experience. They support each learner 
and ensure growth, productivity, grade level achievement, and accuracy. As a mother of 
[REDACTED] I greatly appreciate their guidance in all my children’s grades and hope to 
continue to work with them. 

———

I taught at home in the 90’s and at a time when it wasn’t popular or a big thing. my mom 
did it all on her own with her own resources and no internet to help her. now we have 
everything at our fi ngertips to give all kids that learn diff erent a better education. not all 
kids work great for public. which is why you have private, and charter. and online virtual 
public. so why should homeschool be any diff erent. the resource are so many now and to 
take it away is a shame in 2025! schools get so much for each kid to be in their school for 
so many days, we should get so much for each kid we work hard to teach and be success-
ful  

———

I want legislatures to know that families appreciate the support, however, those of us 
who choose to homeschool will stand for freedom of education and have no problem 
keeping the government out of their children’s learning. This is about choice, not control. 

———

I want more freedom and responsibility in the curriculum my children are using for their 
education. I do NOT like how my tax money is taken from me and spent in ways I do 
not approve on programs I do not approve of :) I want my child’s education money to be 
used for my child and our children and wonderful, caring teachers, good buildings that 
do NOT lock me away from our children and not bureaucrats infl ated paychecks. 

———

I want the legislators to understand that if this program were to go away, the children in 
this program would not return to public schools. They would end up with a lesser edu-
cation at home. The people who come to this program wouldn’t ever test their children 
otherwise. The state would end up with a bunch of NON-Schoolers that can’t pass a test. 

———



 68 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Parent Responses

I want the Legislature to know that IHLA has been life-changing for my family. This pro-
gram is not simply a preference; it is a necessity for my medically complex child to have a 
fair chance at both education and stability. Without IHLA, her education and well-being 
would suff er tremendously.

What makes IHLA unique is how responsibly they ensure funding is applied directly to 
students’ education while maintaining strict accountability and oversight. At the same 
time, they provide families with the fl exibility to meet their children’s individual needs in 
ways that traditional schooling cannot. This balance between accountability and adapt-
ability is what makes the program so successful.

IHLA has created continuity, stability, and meaningful relationships with teachers and 
staff  that extend beyond a single school year. For my daughter, this has provided not only 
an education but also a safe, supportive environment in which she can truly thrive.

In short, IHLA is one of the most eff ective, well-managed, and impactful educational 
models I have ever encountered. I strongly encourage continued support and protection 
of this program, as it makes a direct, measurable diff erence in children’s lives every day. 

———

I want the Legislature to know that we love partnering with IHLA and especially Home 
Ed 360. Homeschooling is right for our family, and we love the support we are getting. 
But don’t get it twisted. If, heaven forbid, IHLA were to go away and no longer be a 
resource for us, we would still homeschool. Taking IHLA away will NOT put more stu-
dents in the seats of public schools. IHLA is a resource for homeschooling parents, but 
[REDACTED] I’ve learned that many, if not most, of the families partnering with IHLA 
would still homeschool, with or without IHLA. 

———

I want the Legislature to look beyond test scores to see the achievements of a student. 
Not just for IHLA’s sake, but for all schools. So many factors can cause a student to un-
der perform on test day.  

———

I was lost during the pandemic in regard to homeschooling.  I am very blessed and ap-
preciative of the guidance and support, the gift to school at home. 

———

I was so very grateful for the opportunity that IHLA gave me to educate my children in 
the best way for them in a positive environment. It helped provide structure, options, 
and support for me as a homeschool parent 

———
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I was struck over and over at how valuable this type of option is for the overall health of 
children and families. We were able to continue and improve our child’s education in 
the season he needed it. Having that option and support allowed him to return to school 
ready and able to learn after [REDACTED] years of schooling at home. Being connected 
but not in a traditional classroom was really in his best interest.  

———

I was very happy with IHLA. There is a need to have alternative education programs, and 
this fi lls the need for many families. The opportunities IHLA provided for my family and 
children was amazing.  

———

I was very hesitant to switch my kids from in person school to learning at home [RE-
DACTED]. I can’t tell you how life changing this has been. My [REDACTED] grader 
[REDACTED] is thriving in a way she never has at school. Her confi dence is up, she’s 
happier, she’s learning more [REDACTED]. My [REDACTED] grader is making huge 
gains academically with the one on one instruction and support I’m able to provide. I feel 
incredibly grateful and lucky that this is an option.  

———

I will continue homeschool weather i have IHLA or not, but I appreciate the opportuni-
ties it provides to my kids. 

———

I will continue to educate my children at home regardless of whether we receive fund-
ing from the state through a system like IHLA.  Having IHLA helps ensure my children 
receive the best education at home as possible. 

———

I will never sign any of my other children up there ever again. My child that went there is 
thriving now at a public school. The teachers don’t listen, don’t communicate and it was 
horrible.  

———

I wish legislators didn’t focus solely on test scores. And I say this as a parent with a child 
that tested in the 99th percentile for reading last year.  

———

I wish overall the funds were not available.  I’ve seen over the years our extra curriculars 
getting more and more expensive and this is because they know many are given funds 
through the state and so they can charge more.  This puts homeschoolers who don’t take 
funds at a disadvantage in costs of extra curriculars. 

———
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I wish the legislature embraced that there’s more than one way to school a student and 
that not everyone is going to fi t into a generalized box of testing and that it’s not the best 
and only way to show a student’s growth and progress.  

———

I wish the legislature really knew the people and the stories. All [REDACTED] of my kids 
are enrolled in IHLA classes and use IHLA curriculum. They all test above grade level 
and get the benefi t of a lot more time together as siblings. The benefi ts kids see both per-
sonally and academically are huge. I don’t understand why those stories don’t get heard.  

———

I would also like the legislature to know that if homeschool families are being off ered up 
to $5,000, the supplemental funds for Braintree families should be comparable. This 
would ensure fairness and give our students access to the same level of resources and 
opportunities. I also want to share how much my daughter has grown since receiving 
IHLA special education services. When we pulled her from brick-and-mortar school, she 
was in [REDACTED] grade but reading at a [REDACTED] grade level. With the support 
she’s received through IHLA, she improved her reading by three grade levels in just one 
year. This progress has been such a blessing to our family, and we are so grateful for the 
diff erence it has made in her confi dence and education. We love the support, structure, 
and fl exibility this program provides. Our daughter benefi ts so much from the live classes 
and clubs and we’ve also chosen to supplement with additional curriculum that best fi ts 
her needs. It’s been a wonderful balance for our family. 

———

I would have selected all the above on the previous page had I been able to. This is the 
best and safest decision I have made for my children. The public school system has failed 
another child of mine in multiple areas of their education, and I wasn’t about to let it 
aff ect any of my other younger children. We are blessed to have the freedom of home 
school education in America. The increased percentage of children being home schooled 
today is a direct result of the false ideologies and opinions being pushed onto our chil-
dren from teachers using their classrooms as a sounding board or soapbox for their 
beliefs and feelings, not truth and facts. Biology is necessary, facts are necessary, truth is 
necessary for proper education, brain development, learning and critical thinking. There 
is no room for lies and ideology in education. Thank you.  

———

I would like the Legislature to know I appreciate this opportunity Idaho allows for my 
family.  My [REDACTED] receive feedback from their IHLA teachers and practice typing 
professional responses in digital format. The funds allow extra curricular activities such 
as [REDACTED] and musical instrument lessons that as a [REDACTED], they would 
not be able to participate.  IHLA allows freedom with support and guidance to meet the 
school needs and that of the students.   

———
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I would like the Legislature to know just how much of a diff erence IHLA has made for my 
family. Our experience with public school was very diffi  cult, and my [REDACTED] child 
was left behind academically. Despite my eff orts to communicate with his teachers and 
the administration, his struggles went unnoticed and unaddressed. Instead of receiving 
help, he was singled out by a teacher, which made going to school an emotional battle ev-
ery day. By the time we left, he was [REDACTED] grade levels behind and his confi dence 
was shattered.

When we joined IHLA, everything changed. With the support of the program and its 
teachers, my son has not only caught up academically but has also regained his self-con-
fi dence. That alone has been life-changing. My [REDACTED] has special needs, and 
knowing how unsupported we felt in the public school system, I was afraid for what his 
experience would look like. Enrolling him in IHLA was a clear choice, and it has been the 
right one. The diff erence in support, encouragement, and genuine care has been night 
and day.

My only regret is that we didn’t fi nd out about IHLA sooner. This program has given my 
kids the chance to thrive - academically, emotionally, and socially - and as a parent, there 
is nothing more valuable than that. 

———

I would like the Legislature to know that IHLA has been life-changing for my family. My 
children have thrived in ways that were not possible in our local school, especially with 
the fl exibility to meet their learning needs and the incredible support from teachers. I 
hope lawmakers will recognize how valuable this program is to families like mine and 
support it fully, rather than working to shut it down. IHLA is not just an alternative-it’s 
the best option for many of our children 

———
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I would like the Legislature to know that IHLA has made an enormous diff erence for our 
family. My daughter has no desire to attend a traditional public school; she thrives in a 
home learning environment where she is happy, well-adjusted, and excited about learn-
ing. Without IHLA, the cost of curriculum and enrichment opportunities would be out of 
reach for us, even though we pay taxes that support public education.

Through IHLA, those funds are used directly for her education, giving her access to qual-
ity materials and programs that support her growth. The result is a child who is not only 
meeting expectations but is deeply engaged in her learning. For families like ours, IHLA 
ensures fairness, accountability, and choice in how our children are educated, while still 
keeping us connected to the state’s public education system.

I also want to point out that the removal of the Empowering Parents Grant has left fam-
ilies like ours with fewer options to cover educational expenses. Redirecting those funds 
to private schools feels unfair, as it takes support away from families who are striving 
to make home learning work and gives it only to those who already have the means to 
aff ord private tuition. IHLA now plays an even more critical role in bridging that gap and 
keeping quality education accessible.

I urge you to continue supporting and funding IHLA so that families like mine can keep 
providing the best possible education for our children. 

———

I would like the Legislature to know that our experience with IHLA has been overwhelm-
ingly positive. The program not only provides strong educational support for students 
and families, but it also eases the strain on traditional public schools by giving families 
another high-quality option. The teachers and staff  go above and beyond to ensure fami-
lies feel supported and heard, and the fl exibility of the program allows students to thrive 
in ways that a traditional classroom sometimes cannot. IHLA has been a blessing for our 
family, and I believe it plays an important role in strengthening education across Idaho. 

———

I would like the Legislature to trust that IHLA and other virtual schools are doing a good 
job with making sure that parents are providing education for their children. IHLA has 
parents provide proof with work samples that their kids are learning the goals that are 
appropriate for their grade level. If the Legislature wants to impose more restrictions, 
most parents would revert back to or begin homeschool with no oversight and with no 
participation in any of these programs.  

———

I would like them to know how military families are being treated.  

———
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I would like them to know that there is one family, my family, that can say with certainty 
that IHLA has been one of the best schools my kids could have ever enrolled in. It has 
contributed to such an amazing childhood for them. They will not grow up with the same 
insecurities that many public school children do. They will not have the same gaps in 
education. They will have so many great memories. This school is literally life changing.   

———

I would like them to understand that IHLA is making it possible for thousands of fam-
ilies to be able to have actual ‘free choice education’. All parents want what is best for 
their children and IHLA is providing a safe and supportive space for these parents to do 
what they believe is best. IHLA has been great with helping us fi nd a community with 
which our children thrive. Like many Americans, people are struggling to make ends 
meet these days and the funding that is provided is helping to provide great curriculum 
and give these precious kids the opportunity to participate in extra curricular activities. 
Might I add that most of the extra curricular funds go to other local family owned and 
operated businesses.  

———

I would like to express my concerns regarding the current approach to state standardized 
testing. I believe these assessments may pose an inconvenience given the varied learning 
and developmental paces among children.

In my opinion, off ering families the option to opt their children out of standardized test-
ing would be benefi cial.  

———

I would like to express to our Legislature that IHLA is an excellent option for this family 
to provide superior training for our students. 

———

I would like to have more freedom with the funds. I like to know where my child is on 
standardized tests AND the funds should be les restricted-especially if I can claim how 
my child is learning from them. IE: a turtle and a habitat for science. 

———
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I would like to say that IHLA has really been a blessing for our family. I have children 
who have all diff erent learning styles. IHLA has allowed us to create a specialized learn-
ing experience for their diff erent needs. It has allowed my children to grow more than 
they would in a brick and mortar setting.  I believe IHLA is a competitive option to 
public brick and mortar school.  Although, test scores may be lower, it doesn’t suggest 
that IHLA students aren’t getting proper education.  As a parent, I know fi rst hand that 
my students know far more than what they are tested on. Their test scores do not defi ne 
their level of education or how smart they are. IHLA is a wonderful opportunity for kids 
to grow academically and a place where they can advance without being held back.  

———

I would like to see the freedom to educate our children in the way that is best for our 
individual children remain.  I would love to make sure there is oversight just enough to 
protect children without taking away the freedom for parents to choose the right educa-
tion for their children. 

———

I would love the legislature to learn more about what home educating actually means 
from varied sources. I would love if the legislature considered broader educational 
opportunities for our children rather than only seeing how things have been done in the 
past. The current resources available and social/technological impacts of COVID have 
altered education; we need to make the necessary adjustments to allow our children to 
thrive and progress. That includes gathering more data, opening our minds, and be-
ing willing to work with all forms of education. I wish that home educators and public 
schools were not treated as enemies; we could all do so much more together.  

———

I would love to have the bridge program back in [REDACTED]. It was shut down and 
was such a good in person option! 

———

I would love to see IHLA provide students with computers for testing, just like the stu-
dents attending traditional public school.  

———

I would move out of state if they got rid of IHLA. I moved here for this program and it’s 
been an amazing experience for my son, my relationship with my son and our quality 
of life. My son needs a gifted track but if he stayed schooling this way he could graduate 
high school and [REDACTED] by the time he’s [REDACTED].  

———
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I would never understand any circumstances put my children in a traditional brick and 
mortar public school. IHLA is a wonderful fi t for our family. Whether you believe in pub-
lic schools (we are playing by the rules) or school choice (this is an excellent option for 
my family), you should support IHLA. IHLA has allowed for my children to have oppor-
tunities in art, music and PE as well as much more robust curriculum then they would 
otherwise have thanks to the learning funds. I love that I am able to meet my children 
where they are, nurture their strengths and weaknesses and provide a truly individual-
ized education with the full support of a team of teachers and administrators who truly 
cares about the families and students they serve. If IHLA becomes more restrictive or 
ceases to exist, we will just homeschool with no oversight, but that would be a sad day for 
our family. 

———

I would plead with the legislature to not take lightly the matter of placing more control 
over IHLA, and possibly taking away our funding. You would be doing students and fam-
ilies all over Idaho a huge disservice to take this program away. I believe the unintended 
consequence of taking away funding and increasing regulations will be a huge exodus of 
families from this wonderful program. Most will go to traditional homeschooling, and 
then the state will have even less ability to serve these students and track their progress. 
Please keep our options open instead of shutting us down. 

———

I would provide an opportunity to families that provides them with learning funds and 
fl exibility. If they can register as their own private teaching institution and have the 
freedom and funding to homeschool without the restrictions that public schools off er.  
We also have [REDACTED] students that are working on dual credits [REDACTED]. It 
would be nice to receive the same funding for these courses without having to be enrolled 
in a public school. 

———

I would say that the way we want to teach our children is a freedom. As parents, we’re 
just trying to do what’s best for our children. All of those situations are unique to each 
family. We should be able to use our freedom to help our children succeed in the way 
that works best for them. 

———

I wouldn’t be able to homeschool without these funds and we don’t qualify for the $5k 
tax credit. My child has special needs, is very smart in some areas and struggles in oth-
ers. Public school was not working for him at all and I pulled him so I can support him at 
his level [REDACTED]. 

———

I wouldn’t recommend enrollment in this program.  

———
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I’d like for you to take into account that kids who don’t fi t into the typical model and 
structure of school i.e. because of ADHD issues, this is a great alternative. 

———

Idaho believes in freedom and even voted to provide stipends to students but then want-
ed to get rid of funding for Braintree families.  

———

Idaho has many rural communities where traditional education systems are the only 
local option. This is not the best fi t for every child or every family. IHLA allows families 
to ensure they are receiving the support and resources that traditional school provides 
while allowing the families the ability to meet Idaho educational standards in a more 
fl exible and benefi cial way. I am thankful to have this option for my family. I am seeing 
my children grow and thrive without the anxiety of going to the local school.  

———

Idaho home learning academy has a wonderful partner in my child’s homeschooling 
experience. It has allowed us many experiences through fi eld trips and resources that 
without them I may have not been able to off er.  

———

Idaho Home Learning Academy has allowed me to homeschool more effi  ciently. I can 
aff ord curriculum for my kids to receive an excellent education and have teachers to help 
when needed.  

———

Idaho Home Learning Academy has provided signifi cant support for my family and our 
home education journey. It feels like a fantastic bridge between home schooling and 
a public education setting. I truly feel like we are getting the best of both worlds. Our 
teacher and the team at Home Ed have been extremely supportive and involved in our 
children’s education where needed and have allowed us the fl exibility where we need it as 
well.  

———

Idaho home learning academy is a wonderful resource for Idahoans choosing to homes-
chool. It is a valuable resource for many families across the state.  

———
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Idaho Home Learning academy is providing a much needed service to the state of Idaho. 
They serve 8,000 students. To me, that shows, that there is a need for it. The parents 
love that they have the option to be able to school at home for a year if their student 
needs it. Some parents do this to catch their student up, which takes the strain off  the 
public education to do that. Public schools are so hard for students who actually want to 
learn something. There are so many behavior problems within the schools that a major-
ity of the time is spent dealing with behavior rather than teaching and learning. Until 
public schools can fi x that problem, you will have parents pulling their kids from public 
education for a safe/uninhibited environment to school at home, with or without IHLA. 
IHLA is awesome because it ensures that we hit state standards and stay on track. I think 
the legislation also needs to know that a lot IHLA students have IEP’s and 504’s, and 
because Idaho’s special education is so underfunded, these students aren’t just kind of 
behind, they get left WAY behind. The parents pull their student because they can do a 
better job than leaving them in public education. The legislators need to know that this is 
also a reason that IHLA has low test scores. I don’t know, but I’m guessing their percent-
age of special ed students is above and beyond those in public education because parents 
of special education have pulled them to try to ensure their students success by focusing 
on the student one on one and fi lling the gaps. The legislators should be thankful that 
such a program exists to help those students that public education and underfunded 
special education has failed.  

———

Idaho Home Learning Academy provides a good level of support and access to resources 
we otherwise wouldn’t be able to aff ord.  They allow us the freedom to choose our cur-
riculum and educate our children at home while still having a public school teacher and 
academic record.  This model works well for our family.  

———

Idaho Home Learning Academy provides a wonderful opportunity for kids to get a quali-
ty education while still at home. Many kids move through their curriculum and graduate 
with honors and college credits. This program wasn’t right for our family, but I strongly 
believe it’s an asset to the Idaho School system. 

———
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Idaho Home Learning Academy strengthens the community. The teachers and program 
come alongside parents as they guide their children in an individualized learning oppor-
tunity. The resources and funding that are off ered and recommended directly impact 
the local businesses. The fl exibility in scheduling allow students to learn more about the 
careers they will be pursuing. Many of the social opportunities allow the families to vol-
unteer in our local communities. We have had our children learn in every environment 
(private, public and charter) IHLA surpasses them all! The ability to have parents that 
care providing individualized learning, with the oversight of a trained professional to 
guide with resources can’t be matched. No other learning environment will be so focused 
on ensuring each child’s needs are met and improving. We’ve also been in multiple pro-
grams within IHLA and Home 360 [REDACTED] is a model that should be exemplifi ed. 
Their teachers see the students on a regular basis and provide feedback, fi eld trip and 
social opportunities.  

———

Idaho Home Learning Academy was a great resource for our schooling needs. I always 
told people that it was a great resource where homeschooling and public school meet.   
The teachers provided were awesome.   It started to feel as if the requirements set forth 
by the state were trying to make it diffi  cult for their teachers and program to operate.  
The teacher support as a new homeschool family was phenomenal.  The resources and 
information they provided were supportive of our homeschool environment.     

———

IDHLA allows us to enrich our child’s homeschooling experience to receive resources we 
would otherwise be without. It also provides guidance and support to make sure we are 
achieving age appropriate educational growth in our child. 

———

If funding was taken away, I would still home school just not through a program. IHLA 
and teachers have been a great help with picking out lessons and guiding us through the 
new testing.  

———

If government gets more involved in dictating curriculum and/or requiring academ-
ic topics (primarily topics pushed by the leftist political agenda) - no amount of funds 
are keeping me in IHLA. I appreciate the support and feedback from the teachers.  I 
even appreciate the testing and standards because I believe they are an important indi-
cator of progress. Maybe not perfect but helpful.  After Charlie Kirk’s assassination- I 
realized how important it is to keep our homeschooling freedom- and minimal govern-
ment involvement.  I pay a fair amount of taxes- and appreciate the ILHA funding. But 
I shouldn’t have to justify my homeschool for what some deem ‘tax payer dollars that 
should ONLY support public schools’ (in which the government dictates the curriculum). 

———
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If I did not have access to IHLA, public school would still not be an option for my family. 
This is not a one or the other choice. IHLA allows the state to still guide parents and that 
is a plus for the state, without it or the funds, the public system would still not be receiv-
ing more students. Low tests scores are a result of parents not putting a huge emphasis 
on testing, not the knowledge of the students, I feel IHLA has tried to help parents un-
derstand that these tests are important to prioritize and I feel you will start to see better 
test scores. Hopefully this will satisfy the Legislature.  

———

If I had known about IHLA and other schools like it, I would have removed my kids from 
the brick and mortar public schools they were in years ago. My children are excelling 
compared to their peers in public school and more importantly, my kids have discovered 
they love learning. They didn’t feel that way when they were in a public school.  

———

If IHLA was not available, I would homeschool completely independently as regular pub-
lic school is not able to meet my gifted child’s needs.  

———

if it were not for the funds and our mentor teacher I would have stopped enrolling my 
boys already. all of the last-minute requirements for getting the school year going is very 
stressful and I would say not needed. 

———

If it weren’t for IHLA I would not be in any form of public schooling. This program has 
made it worth it to do state testing. As a child state tests such as the IRI and ISAT were 
the worst part of my year. But having the teacher support,  accountability, and resources 
of IHLA have made it possible for me to better teach and prepare my children scholas-
tically. This program is great for families that want to be more involved in their child’s 
education but would still like to know they are on track with their learning.  

———

If it weren’t for the option to use IHLA, our daughter would have attended a middle 
school with poor ranking and serious defi cits in reading and math instruction. IHLA 
allowed us opportunities to a more well rounded quality education for middle school.  

———

If my child was not enrolled in IHLA, we would most likely be homeschooling on our 
own. I would not choose to put my child into public school.  

———

If they are having lower outcomes its likely because there is a lack of accountability for 
teaching and a lack of support for special needs or academic struggles. 

———
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If this school is shut down, or more restrictions are placed on it like curriculum control,  
we will not be moving back to public school. We will move to 100% home school with no 
oversight. I don’t mind having the kids take the state testing, as it does help with seeing 
where we need to have some more instruction. Unlike some parents, I do think it’s im-
portant and ask my children to do their best.

The public schools are a disgrace and severely underfunded and administration takes 
advantage.  

———

If we did not have the option to educate our child through IHLA, we would be missing on 
an opportunity to help our child thrive and meet him at his level of academics. He was 
academically tested [REDACTED]. The special education director handed us a [RE-
DACTED] grade math book and told us we would be better off  educating him at home. At 
the time, he was in [REDACTED] grade. They failed to develop an IEP or to even try to 
meet him at his academic level to prevent boredom and behavior issues. Public education 
is not meant for every child, [REDACTED]. It’s not one size fi ts all. You cannot force a 
child to conform to a classroom setting when there are other needs that need to be met. 
We have a special opportunity to meet our child where he should be which is well above 
his grade level and continue that in hopes that he could potentially graduate early.  

———

If we did not have the option to use IHLA. I don’t think my behind-in-math student 
would have been able to keep up - defi nitely not in a brick-and-mortar school where he 
got little to no individualized attention, and there was way too much social commotion to 
focus! 

———

If you take IHLA program away because of low test scores you are doing a disservice to 
many children whom need a little more specifi c support than is available in the non-vir-
tual public school system.  We should be focusing on providing resources for children to 
learn eff ectively and that should be our barometer of success.  Many parents are using 
IHLA to do this.  Specifi cally, if I had enrolled my children in non-virtual public school, 
they would not even been diagnosed as being [REDACTED] until years into elementary 
school.  I was recognize their [REDACTED] and use curriculum specifi c for this neuro-
divergent learning style very early.  So both my kids are receiving better [REDACTED] 
instruction than they would in a non-virtual public school and are also learning other 
subjects using curriculum that is tailored to their learning strengths, while we also work 
on their learning challenges.  Don’t take away good options for parents that are utilizing 
this program.  All kids deserve an education that works best for them. 

———
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IHLA has provided my family with the funds and support necessary to truly educate my 
children in the safest possible environment. 

At the end of my daughter’s [REDACTED] year, she ingested poison [REDACTED]. The 
ensuing actions and lack of action which were taken by the school shook my belief sys-
tem to the core. After that event, I never felt safe sending her to school again. IHLA has 
provided me with that peace again. 

———

IHLA ,Just needs/ needed at that time better organization and make communication 
more eff ective between them and parents. I have to mention that Communication with 
the home room teacher was great!!. The issue was with the people in change of the 
program for what I could see/ read. But in general,  programs like IHLA are an option 
for parents who are not content with the education they could get in a brick and mortar 
school. Yes, we are many parents!. It Gives the fl exibility to learn at your own pace and 
accountability at the same time. Plus, getting a stipend for electives and curriculum helps 
tremendously to families on one income who otherwise won’t aff ord it. 

———

IHLA allowed for my [REDACTED] recent grads to work at their own pace and in an 
environment that was the most benefi cial to them. They are both now pursuing higher 
education [REDACTED]. [REDACTED] I fi rmly believe they wouldn’t be where they’re at 
today without IHLA. I also have a [REDACTED] this year in IHLA, [REDACTED]. She is 
pursuing a [REDACTED] degree, so this helps her fi nancially as well [REDACTED].  

———

IHLA allowed my neurodivergent children to learn without being hindered by [REDACT-
ED]. My son and daughter were able to learn their basic skills in the environment that 
worked best for them. My son ([REDACTED]) was invited to enroll in both Honors ELA 
and Honors Math. If it were not for his [REDACTED] (fi lling out the constant worksheets 
at public school is EXTREMELY diffi  cult) he would have enrolled in both.  

———

IHLA allows families to meet the educational needs of their children.  Keep it going! 

———

IHLA allows me to educate my children in the diff erent ways that they each need. 

———
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IHLA allows me to have extra help and guidance while educating my children.  It gives 
funding to help with curriculum and electives that I otherwise would not be able to have 
my child participate in.  It’s nice to see some of the tax money I pay, being used for my 
own child.  I appreciate the added accountability that our teacher provides my child.  
That said, if the Legislature were to drastically alter or do away with IHLA, I would abso-
lutely homeschool my child.  I have no intention of sending my children to a traditional 
school.   

———

IHLA and the resources provided helped my student to have really wonderful learning 
experiences he wouldn’t have been able to have otherwise. It created a community for 
him to participate in and off ered us resources that we would not have had otherwise. 

———

IHLA as provided me with accountability and encouragement to stay on track through 
multiple diffi  cult life events and challenged my students to go above and beyond through 
preparing presentations and learning through fi eld trips. 

———

IHLA communicated to the parents that it became more rigid because of the state guide-
lines changing and becoming more specifi c and needing more from parents. I would like 
the legislature to rethink this approach. Test and scores aren’t everything. 

———

IHLA did not over burden me with busy work to prove my kids were learning. I spent 
maybe 30minutes a week submitting their work. They provided events, fi eld trips, and 
such which are fun and a nice break from a typical day. Each of my kids would receive 
Happy birthday cards from their teachers under Tech Trep. It does have value for many 
that have the ability to teach their own kids well. The funding alleviates some of the 
fi nancial burden. Apart from that, I would have never enrolled. 

———

IHLA does a wonderful job assisting kids with meeting state standards. The extra curric-
ulum they have put together for parents to use are very well done. IHLA enables me to 
give my kids the best education possible. The teachers and counselors are amazing and 
also expect a lot of my kids academically, which I appreciate.  

———

IHLA fi lls a need for many families who want or need to customize their child’s edu-
cation for a variety of reasons: special needs student, gifted/advanced student, family 
dynamics, educational freedom/fl exibility. I sincerely hope the Idaho Legislature does 
not try to control or limit IHLA as a school choice option for Idaho families. 

———
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IHLA funds have allowed our family to purchase wonderful curriculum and lessons that 
enrich our children’s development and character. There is always an individual who will 
misuse funding, but all of the parents that I know use it carefully and honestly. We buy 
reading books,  museum tickets, encyclopedias, instruments for classes, and 1 or 2 items. 
We are families who dedicate our lives to educating our children at the highest level in 
every aspect. These funds have strict rules that we respect and are grateful for. It would 
be hard to trick the system, and we are not looking to. Our goal is to take only what we 
need and use it wisely because we live with integrity and model this for our kids as well. 
Thank you for giving our kids the opportunity. 

———

IHLA gives me the opportunity to provide an individualized education to my kids. The 
teacher check ins and submissions to keep structure and motivation for my kids to keep 
trucking with their curriculum on a specifi c schedule. And having a teacher available 
for me to consult with at any point allows me to provide or get support for my kid in a 
struggling area faster. Without the funding we would be unable to provide our kids with 
opportunities such as hands on science experiments, extracurricular activities and fi eld 
trips as budget is tight on a single income.  

———

IHLA gives parents the freedom we need to make the choices that are best for our chil-
dren. We will not worry about your test that puts children in a box. All of our children 
are able to learn individual subjects at their own pace and learn how to use the students 
interest to learn and excel. Standardized test are not the answer to the question of how 
smart the child is.  

———

IHLA gives us the opportunity to educate our child at home, safely. Something that a 
public brick and mortar school failed to provide. It allows us to give our child the individ-
ual attention he needs to learn. We chose IHLA because we can safely educate at home 
and also receive a small portion of our tax dollars back via ‘supplemental funding’ for our 
child’s education.  

———

IHLA has allowed me to curate my son’s schooling, create a fun environment in my 
home, and foster curiosity and learning in a young student with a fast-moving brain. I’m 
thankful for this format of schooling for my son and don’t believe that schooling based 
on standardized testing or within large public class sizes are for everyone. 

———

IHLA has allowed me to school my children at home while ensuring that they are ready 
for the world after school.   

———
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IHLA has allowed me to take a personal interest in my children’s education. They now 
can participate in sports and musical instruments using the supplemental funding. We 
use it for local museums and educational sites that I would not otherwise use.

Of the public school system were not so broken (that is, the poor curriculum, poorly 
educated staff , and social problems) then I would happily send my children. But as it is I 
cannot trust ‘educators’ who themselves are fundamentally illiterate in reading, writing, 
and arithmetic. 

I do not choose this school because I want to use religious curriculum. I use it because 
I cannot aff ord to purchase the materials necessary for schooling just as I cannot aff ord 
private school. I use it because I trust myself to give my children the best education 
possible, something they will never get at a [REDACTED] district school. My children 
have all tested way above grade level in every testing subject and will continue to do so in 
order to become successful citizens of this state.  

———

IHLA has allowed my family to continue to with their homeschool education while allow-
ing access to the advanced opportunities in order participate in college opportunities.  

———

IHLA has allowed my students to FLOURISH in areas of their personal academic and ca-
reer-based interests. IHLA has off ered opportunities to my students that would be more 
diffi  cult in a homeschool only environment. IHLA’s role in education should be looked at 
from many perspectives, not just a ‘standardized test’ perspective.  I encourage EVERY 
education leader to sit and take the ISAT or sit with a child and watch them take it to get 
a strong sense of the lack of usefulness this test provides. It is effi  cient, but does it show-
case learning? Which do you prefer in a child? The ability to check a box or the ability to 
function in the word with hands on useful skills and knowledge?  

———

IHLA has allowed us to experience the kind of education we can provide and be involved 
in for our children. If IHLA were to become unavailable, we would seek a similar pro-
gram to take it’s place even if it were out of state. 

———
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IHLA has allowed us to meet the needs of our child academically at home.  We can allow 
him to learn at his own pace, which is slightly faster than his peers.  He can excel in math 
while working at grade level in language arts, for example.  It provides protection by 
maintaining legal records that can be used in family court or to enroll in public or private 
school.  This has met our needs [REDACTED].  The Flex curriculum allows us to teach 
the lesson how it best suits our child, while leaving time for other learning interests (art, 
sports, music, etc.).  The fl exibility makes it possible to take family trips to museums, 
historical sites, and National Parks.  We’re able to provide an excellent education tailored 
to our child, something a public school cannot do.  We’ve utilized other virtual schools 
[REDACTED] and IHLA compares favorably.  We often share IHLA with friends and 
family as a resource for homeschoolers.  The restrictions currently aren’t too cumber-
some, but we would disenroll if we ever felt they were too intrusive.  Standardized testing 
isn’t a deal breaker, but we don’t give it much weight since our child is too young.  Our 
child can’t focus for the amount of time necessary to accurately measure his ability.   

———

IHLA has been a blessing for our family. My son has [REDACTED] needs and the [RE-
DACTED] program is wonderful. There is so much support and accountability.  This 
program is so important to our family. They give us so many resources and tools that 
help their education. And the funding really helps to be able to get good solid curricu-
lum and make sure the kids have a great education. My kids were in Brick and Mortar 
school. They struggled with [REDACTED], which they still do but IHLA has given us so 
much help with building those skills in my kids. They set up a plan for them and provide 
so much support to help improve [REDACTED]. I am so thankful for this program and I 
can’t imagine doing this without it. Thank you so much! 

———

IHLA has been a blessing to my family, I currently appreciate how it is ran, and the 
amount of choice I have in my child education. My student scored very high on the end 
of the year test, and I credit this to the immense support for personal growth off ered by 
the program. Additionally, it the only option to a public education at this time I consid-
er feasible with my family, and I would appreciate the program continuing to exist for a 
long time.  

———

IHLA has been a blessing to our family.  My children enjoy learning, and being able to 
spend extra time on their interests helps fuel a love of learning that will be a benefi t to 
them their entire life. 

———
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IHLA has been a fantastic fi t for our family. My children thrive in the environment they 
are in and score very well in testing. They read numerous grade levels above their peers 
from various types of schools. They love the fl exibility in learning and the encouragement 
from teachers while being able to spend their extra time reading and writing inde-
pendently. The funding allows them access to computers and reading materials so they 
can learn and grow. We are so grateful for IHLA.  

———

IHLA has been a game changer for my previously homeschooled children. It has given 
them a community of friends and advocates. This school has provided so many wonder-
ful learning opportunities through curriculum and resources, in person learning activi-
ties, and virtual classes.  

———

IHLA has been a great help for those of us who want to be in the drivers seat in our kids 
lives and education. It off ers opportunities for in group activities and allows us to keep 
our values in place, while preparing our kids for adulthood. It is a form of school choice 
that is very valuable. 

———

IHLA has been a great helpful option for those that want more say in their child’s edu-
cation! Please stop ruining a great thing! Every year the state requires more and more 
hoops for us to jump through! Instead of teaching my children and helping them get 
what they need I have to spend time making sure I meet the state requirements! It’s 
dumb! The state should be trying to off er help and resources to those struggling students 
who are homeschooling! Stop trying to make it harder!!! Stop with the testing! We are 
choosing to not attend in person school for a reason! Not all students fi t into the boxes 
you want fi lled!  

———

IHLA has been a great option for our family so far, but I recognize that it’s not an option 
for all families and we should continue to fully fund and support Idaho’s in-person public 
schools. 

———

IHLA has been a great option for some of my kids. They have more options for classes 
and learning and they know what they need to do to get their work fi nished. They know 
how to check into their classes, work on the assignments, complete and submit the 
assignments, and to be responsible for getting the work done. They are learning to work 
hard. It has been a great option for my son and his mental health and for my daughter 
who is advanced and likes to get the work done without the disruptions of a rowdy class.  

———
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IHLA has been a great school experience for my family for grades K-8. This will be our 
[REDACTED] year using Harmony ([REDACTED]) through IHLA. IHLA has allowed me 
to select curriculum, individualize instruction, and implement accommodations for the 
learning needs of my kids while still having support from teachers. I feel that Harmony 
has worked hard to balance freedom and fl exibility with standards and accountability. As 
a parent, I appreciate this school choice option and hope to see it continue. 

The supplemental learning funds have ensured that I can select the curriculum and re-
sources that best meet my kids’ needs. It has also enabled them to have benefi cial social 
experiences through extracurricular activities they would otherwise be missing out on. 
These extracurricular activities and social experiences are essential for students who 
spend most of their day in a home learning environment. 

Through IHLA, we have also been able to gain special education services for needs that 
were ignored in our local public school. I feel that IHLA, especially through Harmony, 
has provided a better [REDACTED] education for my children than I would have been 
able to provide myself AND a better education than what is currently available to my 
children through our local public school.

Our high school experience through Braintree, however, has been very diff erent. As a 
[REDACTED] grader, my child has been given very little direct instruction from teachers 
and very little support for learning.  

———

IHLA has been a huge benefi t for our family. It would be much more diffi  cult to educate 
our children at home without it. IHLA is a fantastic program. 

———

IHLA has been a huge blessing in our home. It’s allowed us to experience some culture 
events we wouldn’t be able to do otherwise. We’ve been able to see so many things that 
we wouldn’t normally get to see because of this program. If IHLA were to be discon-
tinued, I’d just pull my kids from public education in Idaho altogether. I disagree with 
so much of what is being done in education in this state. [REDACTED] I saw that the 
test has absolutely no bearing on how a child learned - how hard they’ve tried - and the 
improvement they’ve made - unless they’ve improved on the state-appointed topics. I 
believe that teaching kids to love to learn is SO much more important than how they do 
on a stupid test.  That’s how you get life-long learners.  That’s how you get good citizens 
that contribute.  

———

IHLA has been a huge help to allowing my children to fl ourish in their education. Every 
family should have the freedom to teach their children. [REDACTED] my children have 
IEPs and would not be able to thrive in a classroom environment. I am thankful to be 
able to teach them at home, at their own pace, and receive school funds to pay for their 
curriculum and extracurricular activities.  

———
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IHLA has been a huge help with my kids enjoying school again and not getting bord and 
loosing interest. I can also create a learn program that is inline with how my boys learn. 
Public school you cant do that! 

———

IHLA has been a phenomenal experience thus far. We are incredibly grateful to have 
found a bridge between spending more time together a as a family and maintaining aca-
demic rigor in line with standard benchmarks. 

———

IHLA has been a positive option for my family because of the fl exibility, supportive 
teachers, and resources that allow us to personalize learning. At the same time, I feel 
there’s room for improvement in areas like academic performance, special education 
services, and clearer communication with families. I also want the Legislature to know 
that standardized testing should not be the main measure of student success or program 
quality, and parents should have the choice to opt out if it isn’t right for their child.

———

IHLA has been a very good system for our family, and we are very grateful that we are 
able to have our kids learn in a way that better suits their needs. Receiving funding to 
supplement their learning and give them experiences they otherwise wouldn’t get is also 
very appreciated.  

———

IHLA has been a wonderful option for our family! We whole heartedly support it and 
the opportunities and choice it gave us in supporting our daughter’s education. We are 
thankful for IHLA, and recommend it to everyone. Please continue to support IHLA in 
the legislature! 

———

IHLA has been a wonderful resource that has allowed for our family to build stronger 
relationships with each other and others as a family. It has allowed for us to use funds to 
really explore the world and all the learning opportunities that the world provides. Funds 
have helped my students discover a passion for learning as we are able to purchase cur-
riculums and other resources that help spark that excitement for each child. 

———

IHLA has been amazing at helping me fi nd resources that best suit my kid and there 
style of learning. In public school you only get one style of learning IHLA provides lots of 
styles to learn and are a great guide for home learning. Having this school has been able 
to have my kids connect with other kids and no longer be bullied in the public school that 
they were previously at. The teachers are so helpful at answering questions and giving 
you resources to help meet your needs.  

———
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IHLA has been amazing for our family for the last [REDACTED] years despite the few 
bumpy changes that happen each year. We love the closeness and fl exibility it brings our 
family. Without IHLA my children would be missing out on many physical sport oppor-
tunities the funding covers. We are so grateful. 

———

IHLA has been an amazing choice for my family. I homeschooled my children before 
joining IHLA. They have never been in a public school. I joined because three reasons. 
The fi rst is the funding. It helped with resources, learning, tools, and curriculum. It has 
made it possible for my children to get a better education. The second reason is, I liked 
that there was accountability. It keeps us consistent and helps us not fall behind. The 
third and last reason was for the fi eld trips, and some of the socialization I feel like all 
these combined have given my children, a better and more rounded education.

Without ILHA I would not be putting my children into the public school system. Without 
it, we would just have less resources and accountability.

I know that the test scores don’t really show an accurate picture for what my children 
know. The terminology is diff erent, and we are focused on learning not just taking the 
test. My children never did the practice test because I didn’t want to take the time away 
from actually learning the lessons in their books in the long run. I know this makes the 
testing results inaccurate for what children actually know.

IHLA has been a wonderful choice for my family. 

———

IHLA has been an amazing resource for me to turn to since we have pulled our children 
out of public school to be able to teach to their needs, as well as help them catch up in 
areas that they fell behind in public school. Our experience in public school wasn’t horri-
ble, but teachers aren’t able to accommodate to each child’s needs, therefore my children 
were just getting pushed through the system and growing more frustrated with their lack 
of understanding of the material taught in class. We also discovered that the extra ser-
vices provided in public school don’t apply to student’s who ‘aren’t doing bad enough’, 
even though he/she isn’t understanding skills from 2 grades prior.  

———
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IHLA has been an amazing resource for my family. My eldest has [REDACTED] and 
while [REDACTED], the [REDACTED] has made reading very diffi  cult. Because of that, 
his test scores are drastically skewed. In other areas where reading isn’t the focus, you 
will quickly learn he is a very smart kid. 

Our next daughter catches on quickly so she is able to continue working ahead, [RE-
DACTED] without any hindrances. She uses her free time to read copiously and enjoys 
the freedom to delve into what her interests are [REDACTED]!

IHLA provides our family with the funds, fl exibility and framework to homeschool with 
an extra level of confi dence we would not have otherwise. 

I do appreciate the testing to see where my kids are at relatively, but I hope that is not 
the only parameter being used to assess the quality of the students’ education.

Thank you for the time in reading more about my own family and continuing to trust 
Idaho parents with the education of their children! 

———

IHLA has been an answer to the needs of my gifted child. My child excels in learning and 
in her very specialized sport [REDACTED]. She needed the ability to use Idaho’s very 
limited resources - [REDACTED], which is not suffi  cient for the population and the abil-
ity to learn in a protected environment that promotes not just rigor, but individualized 
interests. I do not believe school safety is a priority at her former elementary, [REDACT-
ED]. It is an open campus [REDACTED]. Coming from [REDACTED], it is alarming how 
insuffi  cient school security is here. The lack of resources and class sizes are appalling. 
Idaho must do better - there are highly educated and successful families in Idaho - the 
education system needs to meet the needs of its community. Schools need to be built 
in correlation to building housing communities - developers need to be responsible for 
providing land and/or funds to build the necessary facilities. I highly urge lawmakers to 
evaluate how quickly growing areas have survived this in other states. [REDACTED] - 
did it brilliantly - please take note. IHLA is critical to providing families that need better 
resources and options a path to success.  

———

IHLA has been an immense blessing to our family. It has motivated my teens, given them 
accountability outside of the home while having the blessing of still being in our home, it 
provides us with a way to track credits easily for the purpose of graduating, it motivates 
them to do well for someone outside of their own family, and it it has allowed any chil-
dren to pursue extracurricular activities that they plan to pursue professionally beyond 
high school, something we could not off er them if it weren’t for the funds that are provid-
ed through IHLA.  

———
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IHLA has been an invaluable resource for me on my homeschooling journey. I strongly 
believe that children need to be taught in a way that helps them learn best. IHLA has 
given me the funds and knowledge to do the best I can for my children. 

———

IHLA has been benefi cial to my children in having funds to provide my children oppor-
tunities to interact with others and learn new things that would not have been possible 
without it.  My daughter has received assistance that she likely would not have received 
until high school.  I believe that she will be well prepared to enter high school at grade 
level and succeed 

———

IHLA has been instrumental in our family. We have [REDACTED] active children who 
we have chosen to homeschool for various reasons. As they got older, it became more dif-
fi cult to meet their educational needs, yet we still felt it was best for them to be at home. 
Through various [REDACTED], and other things life has fl ung at us, it has been a bless-
ing to be able to support my children’s learning at home.  

———

IHLA has been my kids schools for many years. Some of my kids have only gone to 
school there. If IHLA wasn’t an option for school then I would traditionally homeschool 
my kids. I would not send them to public school. We have enjoyed IHLA’s support and 
my kids get a quality education.  

———

IHLA has been so helpful to our family. The fi eld trips and groups meet ups give us fun 
experiences and time with peers. The learning goals help up stay accountable and make 
sure we have well rounded learning. Having the learning funds have given my children 
the chance to explore all their talents, my daughter is taking paint classes, and both my 
kids are able to take P.E. classes. We are looking for piano lessons for my son. I truly 
believe this program is helping me to give my kids the best education possible.  

———

IHLA has been such a positive experience for our family and for my student. It is a great 
school, and my student loves it!  

———

IHLA has been such a wonderful experience for my children, the fl exibility with mine 
and my husbands schedule, the freedom to be able to take our learning on the road if we 
wanted to travel during the school year is awesome. The supplemental funds has been 
so helpful with allowing my children to be able to do sports and lessons that we maybe 
couldn’t aff ord if they weren’t in IHLA. 

———
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IHLA has been the best experience for our family. They help us have freedom to learn 
and teach the way my children learn the best, while also giving us structure that helps us 
follow the path/ standards set by the state.  

———

IHLA has been the best schooling experience for my daughter that has [REDACTED]. 
she was behind [REDACTED] and that she would always get distracted and but now 
since we have attended IHLA since last school year she has caught up to her grade level 
this year and have love to learn again since started IHLA. She is able to focus better and 
not [REDACTED] compared to the public school environment 

———

IHLA has been the perfect fi t for my family. I have had [REDACTED] my children en-
rolled for [REDACTED] years. We have been able to get the educational tools needed for 
each child’s unique learning needs. We have a family with children who [REDACTED] 
have higher medical needs. Their school day is often disrupted [REDACTED]. They have 
been able to stay on track with school because of the fl exibility of schooling through 
IHLA. We have always had amazing teacher support and instruction when needed. We 
have had access to special education [REDACTED]. My [REDACTED] older children 
attended a diff erent school for high school and were not as successful and did not get 
the support they received through Harmony and IHLA. IHLA has been essential for my 
children’s educational success. Standardized testing, in no way, represents my children’s 
knowledge and ability due to their [REDACTED]. This is a poor and inaccurate tool for 
gauging a student’s success in learning.  

———

IHLA has been wonderful for our family. It’s given the support we need to homeschool 
our kids without. My reasons for homeschooling are many but IHLA helps make my 
dream of homeschooling a reality.  

———

IHLA has better served my family than the brick and mortar schools. I personally know 
of three other families in my district who pulled their kids from brick and mortar schools 
so they could receive special education through IHLA. My neurodivergent kids are very 
intelligent, but miserable in a traditional school setting. The fl exibility of IHLA has al-
lowed them to thrive and rediscover their love of learning. [REDACTED]. Thanks to the 
fl exibility of IHLA, they rediscovered curiosity and ambition and are now preparing for 
college. I can’t say enough good about IHLA. My husband [REDACTED] has job off ers in 
other states several times/year. IHLA is what is keeping us in Idaho.  

———

IHLA has great support for home educate families through quality and involved teachers 
and funding. We appreciate it! 

———



 93 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Parent Responses

IHLA has been the perfect option for my children and our family, [REDACTED]. As far 
as I understand, the challenge that has come up between the state and IHLA has been 
the low test testing scores produced on state testing. I don’t believe these low test scores 
have accurately measured how well the IHLA students are understanding and perform-
ing academically but rather a temporary merging of many parents’ previous Homeschool 
culture and public education. I speak from experience as a homeschool parent, as well 
as communicating with dozens of other homeschool parents, that until IHLA begin, 
emphasizing the importance of preparing for state testing, and explaining the long-term 
benefi ts and eff ect of the standardized testing system, many of us saw state testing as 
meaningless and burdensome to families. So I believe that many parents told their kids 
to just fi nish the test, without encouraging them to really do their best. I believe this 
is the reason for the low testing scores. But IHLA has really stepped up this year in 1) 
educating parents on the importance of state testing and their children’s performance 
2) clearly providing opportunities and encouragement to prepare for testing 3) clearly 
communicating the impact that collected test results have on the institution at large. And 
I do believe that with these eff orts, parents will step up to help their kids succeed and to 
preserve this wonderful institution that has allowed us as parents to receive the support 
we need to educate our children at home in the way we have dreamed about, to help each 
of our individual children to thrive - and in so doing supporting our families and com-
munities at large. 

———

IHLA has changed my homeschooling journey for the better. I previously homeschooled 
at home with no help, and enrolling them in this public charter has helped guide me in 
what my children should be learning at their ages, and overall strengthening their edu-
cation. The supplemental learning funds allows me to buy diff erent resources that help 
their learning, that I normally wouldn’t be able to off er, whether it be a computer, math 
manipulatives, science experiments, etc.  

———

IHLA has helped both my children learn and have opportunities we might not be able to 
have while homeschooling  

———

IHLA has helped hold me as a parent accountable for my child’s education while allow-
ing our family the benefi t of schooling at home. Even if this program is discontinued in 
the future I will never send my child to a traditional schooling atmosphere. I hope that is 
can continue so others can benefi t from it the same way our family has.  

———

IHLA has helped me be able to give my children a variety of learning tools and experi-
ences that I wouldn’t have been able to before.  

———
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IHLA has helped my children grow so much, educationally, socially, and developmental-
ly. Both of them have special needs and their [REDACTED] therapists agree that neither 
one would do well in public school for various reasons, but they are doing amazing in 
IHLA. They love getting to turn work into their homeroom teacher and get feedback 
on how they are doing, the online classes give them experience in sitting still, listening, 
waiting their turn to speak, and following classroom rules, and the services provided give 
us valuable support. It is an ideal learning environment for them. 

———

IHLA has helped my children increase in wisdom and growth. This is a very valuable 
program. We would be devastated without it. IHLA is a stop gap for many kids with 
special needs and learning challenges. If you increase funding restrictions and testing 
requirements most families will turn away from IHLA. This will be detrimental for many 
families. They will either return their children to the public school system, (where you 
were unable to serve them in the fi rst place) and overwhelm the resources there or ho-
meschool on their own where you will have no say and no positive infl uence. If you put 
restrictions on homeschool, the populace will move to another state. See IHLA as what it 
is, a way to lighten the load of your overburdened public schools with kids who need very 
individualized learning paths. Come up with a better test than the ridiculous standard-
ized testing that is a poor test of skills and makes most kids and teachers cry no matter 
what school they are in. 

———

IHLA has helped work with my daughter and her OEP. I have worked through their in-
tervention process and got her educationally diagnosed with [REDACTED]. Being able to 
school her at home in this environment has allowed her to learn in the best way possible 
for her. She can take breaks when she needs them and isn’t made to feel diff erent be-
cause of the learning challenges she faces. I would be heartbroken to lose the support of 
this program: Traditional school is not an option for us. It’s either IHLA or homeschool-
ing alone. 

———

IHLA has made a big diff erence in my students life and school experience. She has been 
able to try new experiences and learned new skills that without IHLA she would not have 
learned and experienced so many diff erent opportunities and skills. Such as Art Medias, 
Culinary Arts, 3D printing, All learning has been important including  English ,Math, 
Science, History, Geography, Government, My older students who graduated with other 
schools have wished IHLA was available for them. My student has chosen her supplies 
for what she is interested in. She would not have the great camera she has now if our 
family bought it. Direct buy has provided her with many supplies and learning experienc-
es that she would not have had with out IHLA. Please help IHLA be able to keep helping 
many more students explore and  learn new skills. 

———
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IHLA has made it easier to teach our kids and take some of the stress off  the parents. We 
would still choose to learn from home regardless. It fi ts our needs and way of life.  

———

IHLA has made it possible for me to be a present parent in my children’s lives and educa-
tion with the support I need to fi ll in my weaknesses.  It allows minimal interference with 
my teaching, but off ers me the ability to still enroll my children in extracurricular activ-
ities that enrich their learning and world experiences.  We have built a wonderful com-
munity of friends through the IHLA programs and we are able to support one another as 
home educators. 

———

IHLA has made it possible for me to help my [REDACTED] son to learn at the pace he 
needs to go at without being shamed by classmates or being put in special education 
classes away from his friends. The well trained teachers at IHLA are also a great resource 
when I’m not sure what approach I should take in my son’s learning.  

———

IHLA has made it possible for my struggling reader to be less embarrassed because he 
was able to learn at his own time and is now almost to grade level.  He didn’t have to 
have peers know reading wasn’t working for him because he has a learning disability.  I 
was able to fi nd a curriculum that worked for him instead of being dragged through in 
public school with whatever they were using.  My [REDACTED] struggles with math, but 
because of IHLA I’m able to go at her pace and make sure she understands before she 
move on.  This also has given us the ability to slow down when a family tragedy happens 
[REDACTED].  We were able to take a week off  and process before getting back to rou-
tine, and just worked a little extra during spring break.  IHLA has given us more time 
strengthening family relationships and academics.  My son has also had the amazing op-
portunity to take [REDACTED] because of IHLA.  He was timid and shy when we started 
and now has amazing confi dence.  His ability to memorize has become better too because 
he had to memorize [REDACTED].  He has [REDACTED] disorder so having motivation 
to memorize was needed.  My daughter who has [REDACTED] is able to take [REDACT-
ED] through IHLA, and I have seen her confi dence grow and she is more aware [RE-
DACTED].  My [REDACTED] is taking [REDACTED] and is able to get the sensory input 
she needs and strength in her [REDACTED].  We have [REDACTED] kids and aren’t able 
to aff ord something for everyone of the kids all the time and this has helped us give our 
kids the movement and confi dence they need, as well as the support needed with their 
academics.  IHLA has changed my kids’ lives and the trajectory of their academic future. 

———
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IHLA has made our transition away from the public school model seamless. The bottom 
line is that Idaho parents deserve educational choice, and that can currently be accom-
plished best with the support of an organization like IHLA. If it goes away, we as parents 
MUST be given a similar opportunity (e.g. funding to allocate to teachers, tutors, thera-
pists, etc.) for our children to thrive and contribute to Idaho’s future. 

———

IHLA has provided us with the opportunity to give our children more life experiences 
than we could have done without them. Certain curriculum that we can be reimbursed 
for has made it possible to give our children the best possible education. My daughter is 
able to continue [REDACTED] and work towards her goal to be a college [REDACTED] 
with the help of IHLA funding. My children have been able to visit many museums and 
go on fi eld trips with the help of funding as well as being able to provide art and craft and 
science supplies to enhance their learning experience all within the safety of our home 
and as a family. Also IHLA has been great at teaching our children to be responsible to 
other people by turning in assignments on time. IHLA has also been helpful in assisting 
with socializing children of many diff erent ages together preparing children for the real 
world where they will work and interact with a wide variety of people from all walks of 
life and diff erent ages.  

———

IHLA has saved the life of my children. Public school failed [REDACTED] my kids. One 
due to dangerous societal beliefs being pushed onto the students, one due to [REDACT-
ED] needs being handled in a dangerous way, and one where [REDACTED] bullying 
was allowed to continue for years despite being promised the administration would take 
care of it [REDACTED]. This is all on top of the mess that the COVID lock down caused 
and how bad the schools handled things when in-person teaching resumed. It set back 
students years on the basics of reading, writing, and basic math. The schools attempted 
to move forward without properly going back and restructuring the curriculum to com-
pensate for this set back. This caused this generation to be moved up into subjects they 
did not have a handle on the basics for. This is why we are seeing low test grades and low 
reading, writing, and basic math skills. This is why IHLA is needed. The public school 
system failed and it’s time to change how education works. 

———

IHLA has supported my family so much during our education years, I have been so 
impressed and grateful with all they have to off er. The teachers are enthusiastic and 
friendly, and obviously want all families and students to succeed. The events are educa-
tional and fun and even the funding team is friendly and thoughtful. My son is able to 
revive individualized services tailored to his needs, which I never would have been able 
to access otherwise if I wanted to keep him home. He thrives at home and now is thriving 
thanks to the teachers at IHLA.  

———
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IHLA has truly made our homeschool dreams believable. It has helped to give me reas-
surance of mind that my kids are on track, or have support if they are not. It has given 
us funding to aff ord things to use for their education, that we otherwise would not have. 
It has been a perfect balance of homeschool with help for us! It would deeply aff ect my 
family to loose it, and the resources it provides us.  

———

IHLA helped me to bring stability to my child at a time when traditional learning was 
being attacked. I love the program and what it off ered to us. My child is [REDACTED] 
this year and has returned to a traditional classroom. He likes to play sports and this 
made the most sense to allow him to participate in school sport choices. I already miss 
the fl exibility of IHLA.  

———

IHLA helps my children to achieve their goals in life 

———

IHLA helps tailor education to meet the unique needs of each student. One of my stu-
dents is gifted [REDACTED], and through the school’s support, she has access to lessons 
and resources that challenge her and allow her to grow - opportunities we could not 
aff ord at an expensive [REDACTED] school. Another student is a talented [REDACTED], 
excelling in high school and [REDACTED] while [REDACTED].

Even students with learning diff erences, [REDACTED], maintain their love of learning. 
They are able to study science, social studies, and art deeply while receiving targeted 
support to strengthen their reading skills. IHLA also provides the fl exibility to develop 
individual interests. My children recently returned from a trip [REDACTED] in their 
sport, thanks to having the time to pursue their dreams.

This is what real education is all about: meeting each child where they are, strengthening 
weaknesses, challenging strengths, encouraging deep thinking, and nurturing compas-
sionate, moral, life-long learners. 

———
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IHLA is a blessing in our family. It has changed the way that my student views education. 
It’s well balanced and low stress. We have opportunities to be in the community learning 
and growing together. IHLA has given us the umbrella to still be part of a ‘school’ but not 
a typical public school. Being associated with IHLA has empowered my student’s learn-
ing. The ability to go slow in some subjects and move faster through others. As a parent, 
I am more involved and aware of what my student is taught. There isn’t wasted time. The 
ability to choose our own curriculum has been such a blessing. We are able to study a 
variety of topics and then choose where to fi nd truth and we have meaningful discussions 
about each thing. It also is helpful to be able to learn anywhere and take breaks as neces-
sary.

IHLA has given our family the power and resources to educate in a meaningful and life 
changing way. My student’s life is forever changed for the better because of our associa-
tion with IHLA. 

———

IHLA is a community of learners that want to help their kids learn in an environment 
that is helpful to each child. 

———

IHLA is a critical educational resource for Idaho families because it provides fl exibility, 
personalized support, and innovative pathways for student success. IHLA empowers 
students to learn at their own pace, access diverse course off erings, and receive individ-
ualized support from teachers and staff . For many families, like ours, IHLA is not just an 
alternative to traditional school, but the option that makes education possible due to our 
unique schedules, learning styles, personal beliefs, and circumstances. If IHLA were not 
available, we would be extremely disappointed, but continue to homeschool nonethe-
less. We had a terrible public school experience with our oldest son, and will never again 
choose the public school route. Continued legislative support ensures that Idaho families 
maintain access to this vital choice in education.  

———

IHLA is a gift to so many homeschoolers. The ability to make sure our kids are on track 
is so helpful. It can sometimes be a bit challenging to get every subject for diff erent kids 
and grade levels fi nished. The support from IHLA, the requirements and the meetings 
make it all possible. Homeschooling is so much more expensive than I think most people 
realize. It cannot be done for a lot of families. Having the support in funding makes it 
possible. We believe in making sure our kids have a quality education with fl exibility and 
the opportunity to learn in diff erent ways. It’s not cheap and having funding is a huge 
support. 

The teachers at IHLA are wonderful. They helped our kiddos grow and sat for long 
periods of time walking me through diff erent curriculum options and ways to meet our 
family’s needs.  

———
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IHLA is a good fi t for our family. We get to select our own curriculum and schedule, but I 
like having the guidance of the experienced teachers. Access to fi eld trips is important to 
us too. And the supplemental funds help with extracurricular activities.  

———

IHLA is a great alternative to public school and I enjoyed all the administration and 
teachers that I came into contact with. Our family just needed more time freedom in our 
homeschool journey than IHLA allowed. 

———

IHLA is a great blessing to homeschooling families not only to lessen the fi nancial bur-
den but to also hold homeschool families accountable and to guide them on their homes-
chool journey. 

———

IHLA is a great opportunity for students that want dual enrollment.  

———

IHLA is a great resource for families that choose to not subject their children to the 
public school system where discipline for unruly children disrupting classrooms is over-
whelming, at least it was for my daughter. We love everything about learning at home. 

———

IHLA is a half step between public school and full homeschooling. The requirements to 
submit a sample of best work in each subject area is a chore rather than an achievement 
of work completed. All learning comes in highs and lows. Sometimes it takes weeks or 
months of walking through the same sort of lessons before a breakthrough of clarity 
and understanding occurs. Every student is diff erent and the ability to tailor learning to 
times of the day, days of the week, and space to be accomplished will vary by student and 
should be adjustable. We value the time we have as a family to learn and grow beyond all 
else. We value IHLA for the support and suggestions for learning that they provide and 
the supplemental learning funds. 

———

IHLA is a helpful resource to many, we didn’t know about these types of programs when 
we started homeschooling, but they are such a blessing for families who need the fi nan-
cial help with curriculum and supplies, and they really help with community as well. 
Without IHLA we would continue to homeschool, without a doubt, but would certainly 
miss the group activities 360 arranges. 

———

IHLA is a leader in modern society that helps children step off  of the conveyor belt ver-
sion of education and feel like real humans receive a thriving education again.  

———
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IHLA is a learning opportunity for my child that allows her to get an education that she 
otherwise would not get. Due to her [REDACTED], she would [REDACTED] in a class-
room. We never knew what caused her to meltdown. Not only was she not learning, the 
other kids in her class weren’t either (due to her meltdowns). She doesn’t have those 
meltdowns at home. Not even while she is having special education classes via zoom 
([REDACTED]). She is not at grade level yet but she is progressing.  

———

IHLA is a program that attempts to provide equitable instruction to students who are 
schooled at home. It is an important asset to our state, and I look forward to seeing the 
program expand to provide more individual choice to children in the state of Idaho. 

———

IHLA is a school choice that Idaho needs-that Idaho families need! IHLA works hard to 
see their students succeed! Please help Idaho families by supporting IHLA and school 
choice!  

———

IHLA is a very creative and individualistic learning model that has the power to promote 
a diverse landscape of educational opportunities and experiences that promotes a diverse 
group of individuals with a passion for learning as opposed to the factory/ assembly 
line education model used in traditional brick and mortar schools. The consequence of 
this model is the complexity of tracking each unique learning experience. Furthermore, 
funding is essential to any learning experience as has been shown in studies that indicate 
a strong correlation between funding and educational outcomes. I implore legislators to 
propose an alternative solution to individualistic learning before shutting down IHLA or 
removing funding.  

———

IHLA is a very helpful program for parents who wish to school at home. The support and 
resources off ered are great.  

———

IHLA is a vital resource to homeschool families in Idaho. The quality of my children’s 
education would drastically decrease if the program were altered or removed. I would 
not be able to aff ord the resources provided (like IXL, Canva, etc.). IHLA having scored 
lower on state testing is not indicative of the learning that takes place. I would encourage 
the state to consider a diff erent measurement as a marker of learning and progress for 
homeschoolers that is in a format consistent with most homeschooler’s styles. Writing 
samples, presentations, comprehensive ways to gauge mastery across various subjects. 
These methods would actually provide a more accurate assessment of higher level learn-
ing than standardized state testing. 

———
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IHLA is a well organized, well oiled machine.  They are so incredibly dedicated to sup-
porting parents in their journey to educate their children.  I planned to homeschool with-
out the help of any group or government funding, but have been pleasantly surprised in 
how much I enjoy the process with IHLA.  The program is orderly, community involved, 
has wonderful teachers that provided endless amounts of resources, and is the educa-
tional beacon our family uses to stay on track throughout the year.   

———

IHLA is a wonderful choice and resource to our family and my children’s education. The 
classes and clubs they off er, as well as the amazing teachers we have the opportunity 
to interact with have all been incredible! The educational services IHLA provides is a 
valuable resource to our state and community, fi lling a need in our children’s educational 
options that has given my children access to a quality education with the direction and 
support of teachers and grade level standards. The fl exibility of being able to choose a 
curriculum that works well with my children on how we meet those grade level standards 
has been so important to our success with this program.  

———

IHLA is a wonderful learning option for many students and families. I have children en-
rolled in IHLA as well as our local brick-and-mortar school. This school has been amaz-
ing for my children, who needed it. They have been able to rebuild confi dence in subjects 
they were struggling with by having another option for learning that the public school 
did not off er. They have also been able to progress quickly in the areas where they excel, 
another off ering that the brick-and-mortar school could not provide. IHLA has provided 
my children with priceless opportunities and choices in their schooling. 

———

IHLA is amazing for homeschooling families  

———

IHLA is amazing for my family and we are fairly happy with the current standards set 
forth. 

———

IHLA is an amazing program. I am so grateful to have alternatives to traditional brick 
and mortar schools. My child has been able to thrive with IHLA. 

———

IHLA is an amazing school option for my children. I would be very disappointed if IHLA 
was no longer to operate. I would not enroll my children in the Public School system in 
my community however.  

———
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IHLA is an amazing school with amazing teachers. It will only remain that way if the 
state allows us all to do our jobs without forcing us to meet unrealistic expectations.  

———

IHLA is an amazing support for homeschooling children. They celebrate every child’s 
unique learning diff erences and guide parents as primary teachers of their children to 
provide a well-rounded education. I am so grateful for all of the learning resources we get 
from IHLA, like [REDACTED]. I am able to support the wide variety of interests from my 
children which includes one wanting to be [REDACTED], one wanting to be [REDACT-
ED], and another wanting to be [REDACTED]! 

———

IHLA is an essential part of providing us with the means to provide quality education. 
If funding or state involvement changes much more then my family will no longer be a 
part of IHLA. This would be very challenging for us, a family of [REDACTED] with one 
income. IHLA make is possible to not have to pick which quality curriculum my children 
receive. Without it I would be trying to piece together free curriculum where I could. I 
have tried that before and it was not as well rounded education that they are receiving 
now. IHLA has helped one of my children to [REDACTED] and that child no longer has 
[REDACTED] concerns. Our homeroom teacher has been essential in helping me with 
my struggling reader and writer. He has grown and improved so much thanks to her 
help and curriculum input. We are forever thankful to IHLA. We do not want it to keep 
changing.  

———

IHLA is an excellent option for families looking for a diff erent option for their children’s 
education. They provide great support and resources for anyone looking for guidance or 
help with their homeschooling needs. Everyone I have interacted with at these schools 
have been so kind and so helpful. We are grateful for the optional resources and clubs 
off ered through these schools. I know test scores are a concern but they rarely give an 
accurate picture of what a child is capable of. Most homeschooling families don’t want to 
use their precious time teaching their children how to take a test because there is no real 
important value in that. Those children are then compared to students are taught to the 
test and practice the test regularly. It is an unfair comparison. 

———

IHLA is an incredible program helping countless students learn and grow! This is an op-
portunity we are thankful for everyday! IHLA provides incredible support and resources 
while allowing the fl exibility that helps my children thrive! 

———



 103 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Parent Responses

IHLA is an incredible resource for home education. The biggest reason is because it was 
intended to support parents and students at home. Other school districts, like [REDACT-
ED], do have a virtual school, but it is awful. The teachers there are trying to run their 
virtual school like their in-person classrooms. It doesn’t work. IHLA understands how 
to support these students while they learn at home. They know how to not only provide 
excellent resources to cover the basic areas like math and ELA, but also extra subjects 
to provide a well-rounded approach to teaching these amazing kids. They also create a 
sense of community for us. This is important to me because I never planned to home-
school any of my children. I have [REDACTED] in public school, but I had to pull my 
[REDACTED] others because the public schools couldn’t provide the needed support so 
my sons could thrive. 

———

IHLA is an incredible team of teachers supporting our students. They make learning pos-
sible for families living in remote areas, students that struggle with a traditional school 
setting or for kiddos needing special education and additional supports during the school 
day.  

———

IHLA is benefi cial for parents who wish to homeschool and provides them with resourc-
es to enrich the learning experience. It is a great way for parents to be given the input in 
their child’s education and have support from the program. 

———

IHLA is critical for kids’ learning and growing to become the future leaders of this coun-
try!  

———

IHLA is essential for my children to succeed in doing school at home. The teachers and 
mentors have been instrumental in my children’s experience and have been my saving 
grace in keeping my kids on pace and learning what they need to be learning at their 
grade level. The funding is something we couldn’t succeed without, it ensures that my 
children can get the help and the resources they need without being held back by our 
fi nancial status.  

———
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IHLA is essential part of the school choice that just got passed and if HB93 is that im-
portant to them then they shouldn’t take this option of schooling away from our children. 
Not everyone can aff ord private school or the desire to send their kids off . We are for-
tunate to have the option to keep our children home while getting that teacher support. 
This is important especially for children who don’t do well in a natural class setting. 
School doesn’t have to be behind a closed door with a teacher for 8 hours a day. We 
should have the choice to choose what we teach and how we teach it with the support of 
teachers like we do with IHLA. We hit the learning goals and make sure my children are 
understanding everything before jumping onto the next. I was in the public school sys-
tem and I absolutely would chose IHLA over that anyway and if this program isn’t here 
next year I will absolutely just continue to school my kids at home. I will never send them 
to public school or private school. IHLA is the best thing that has supported parents and 
children.  

———

IHLA is great and has so many good qualities. They just weren’t for me.  

———

IHLA is important to Idaho families and I am so thankful for them! 

———

IHLA is important to Idaho. Our children need to have the safety and freedom of learn-
ing in such a beautiful and diff erent way. Our kids get to enjoy their childhood not being 
locked up in a classroom 5 days out of the week. They get to have curriculum that mat-
ters and is hand picked by the parents. They get to explore and grow, and learn so many 
great things that can’t be taught sitting in a classroom. The learning funds is such a 
signifi cant part of each child’s learning adventure. It is what gives our children the open 
access to have many great tools and activities that is needed for their growth!  

———

IHLA is incredible. Thousands of families and students have moved to this model for a 
reason. This program and its structure is working well- for thousands and thousands of 
Idaho students. Students who have experienced bullying,  lack of resources and margin-
alization in other school structures are thriving. Our test scores may be lower than aver-
age, but we all know test scores are a snippet of a child’s whole education. IHLA is work-
ing hard to help learning coaches / parents take test scores seriously and get students on 
testing websites for practice. Looking over testing data- IHLA scores have improved year 
after year, in nearly every category. Please, help protect this program- it is absolutely a 
benefi cial model, and is serving many, many students exceptionally.  

———
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IHLA is not representative of all online charter schools. They are the poster of how it is 
NOT supposed to work. I think the intention at the beginning was good, but they got too 
big and didn’t have suffi  cient accountability. There are some reliable, legitimate alterna-
tive online school options for Idaho kids (Idaho Virtual Academy, Connections Academy, 
iSucceed Virtual Schools, Richard McKenna Online). Please don’t let IHLA’s failures ruin 
that.  

———

IHLA is really doing a great job. 

———

IHLA is so helpful and truly the quality type of program we need to help meet the variety 
of needs that diff erent children have. 

———

IHLA is such a great option for homeschool families. It gives us structure and account-
ability while allowing us to maintain our priorities for our family.  

———

IHLA is such an amazing alternative to homeschooling and traditional public school. 
Having certifi ed teachers to guide us, funding to pay for curriculum and activities, along 
with free resources, while being able to customize learning for each student and be able 
to school at home was such a great experience. I would recommend it to anyone consid-
ering alternative schooling. 

———

IHLA is the same as Public Schools ,if your comparing them on time spent in class that 
is unfair and a useless comparison. So Public school children are in class longer but half 
of the class is spent taking and the other dealing with children that either ,do not want to 
be there, or should not be in that class academically. With IHLA they are all given course 
work they are told what to do. They are given the tools and the help they need and they 
are held responsible for what they do  Even ore than Public Schools because no one hold 
a Home learners hand and make sure they are getting there course work done. They are 
responsible and this makes them a better person and more responsible. 

———

IHLA listened to me when the public school would not. They heard my concerns and cre-
ated a path for my child to be successful when public school would not help in any way. 

———



 106 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Parent Responses

IHLA off ers a perfect opportunity for Idaho to bridge the public vs home education gap 
as the country is leaning towards school choice. It off ers certifi ed teachers to assist par-
ents in understanding of norms and expectations of each grade level. Parents are off ered 
in person activities for social needs as well as funds for curriculum and extra curriculars 
all while providing accountability. Many parents are waiting years in line for charter 
schools and when your child does not thrive in public schools, we need better options. 
When a child struggles in one subject, we are better able to accommodate them at home 
without lowering the rigor of other subjects. When we get stuck in ways to address spe-
cifi c needs, we have a teacher available to guide us. IHLA provides a valuable resource 
for Idaho families. This really should stand as a pattern for other states to implement 
in providing resources for families outside of public schools all while maintaining good 
accountability and support for families.  

———

IHLA presented itself as an online platform for homeschooling parents to get funding 
through the state. Not as an online public school. The goals and objectives of public 
school are to score well on standardized tests to continue to get funding. It felt as though 
parents wanted the freedom of homeschooling and were expecting that through IHLA 
but every year the program became stricter and more closely monitored, like any gov-
ernment program. Transparency was needed for parents signing up and for the IHLA 
program to succeed in its goals.  

———

IHLA provided us with exactly what we needed for our family when public school was 
failing us. I know I can homeschool independently, but I do not feel qualifi ed to take that 
on(especially with my kids [REDACTED]!) so having the wonderful IHLA teacher be the 
ones in charge of my child’s education has been perfect. I also really appreciate the funds 
off ered through the program to purchase educational materials. If we were homeschool-
ing on our own we wouldn’t be able to aff ord the range of materials needed.  

———
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IHLA provides a way for students to learn how to manage their educational goals and 
accomplish them in the ways they want. It does not force them into a one size fi ts all 
box. Every person is unique and needs opportunity to learn in the ways that work best 
for them. IHLA off ers hearty and rigorous GED courses as well as elective courses and 
courses relative to a student’s interests. It allows families to be together as they learn. 
It allows for students who learn diff erently than others, who have special needs, who 
do not do well in a classroom setting or who need a diff erent educational environment 
to learn and grow in the ways that they want and need. It gives students opportunity to 
manage their time and focus on developing their talents and strengths while also receiv-
ing a foundational education. We need school choice. It’s what makes Idaho unique and 
is a highly desirable factor for living here. My daughter, [REDACTED], designed her 
education based on her goals. She used a private in-person school combined with online 
[REDACTED] courses and [REDACTED] courses to accomplish her goals. She completed 
her [REDACTED] and she has earned [REDACTED] at her university because she was 
able to have choice in her education. IHLA was a part of being able to make those choices 
helping her to learn time management and how to do online courses. It was the jump-
ing off  point for her journey to success. We are grateful for what she has been able to do 
because of IHLA and schools like IHLA.    

———

IHLA provides a wonderful learning opportunity for kids who have health issues, unique 
learning abilities and other setbacks with traditional education. It allows them to partici-
pate in a community, while still getting the individualized teaching and care they need to 
help them thrive.  

———

IHLA provides my students with resources that would otherwise be unavailable. My stu-
dents have access to many learning resources and items of interest through the supple-
mental learning funds.  

———

IHLA provides our family the opportunity to learn at home, while keeping up with state 
standards. The funds we receive allows our family to purchase the necessary books, 
curriculum, technology, and programs that otherwise we would struggle to aff ord. It also 
allows my kids to participate in extracurricular activities we otherwise could not aff ord 
(snowboarding racing, music lessons, sports). 

———

IHLA provides our family with an opportunity to customize my children’s education 
based on their strengths. Staff  is supportive and encouraging and celebrates each stu-
dents individual progress.  

———
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IHLA provides resources that we as a homeschool family would otherwise not have ac-
cess to: extra curricular activities, curriculum, in person language classes 

———

IHLA provides students and their families the tools to be creative with education, meet-
ing the needs of individuals, not classrooms, all while ensuring we meet educational 
goals the state requires. Focusing on students and providing support with curriculum, 
learning goals, IEP’s, and test preparations have been benefi cial with our family. We 
have received way more support in IHLA & Braintree than we ever did from our brick & 
mortar schools. 

Testing and test scores are not an accurate refl ection on learning, our kids have way 
more expenses and learn so much more than their friends in traditional public schools.

———

IHLA provides supplemental education for my children, who are in a not great pub-
lic school area. Love the direction they give in order to meet requirements as the state 
requires. Field trips and in person lessons give a social outlet and teacher led lesson, but 
without unnecessary transportation time, unnecessary waiting times in class/between 
classes, and gives individualized attention to advance at each child’s specifi c learning 
schedule- personalized instead of pushing or holding back 1 student when it is not the 
right time.  

———

IHLA provides support and encouragement to parents who choose to educate at home. 
They are a platform that teams up with families, encouraging parents to lead the way in 
their children’s education.  

———

IHLA provides the educational support and resources parents are not getting in brick 
and mortar schools. Without it, thousands of families would be lost.  

———

IHLA saved my child. Her public school experience was horrible to say the least. Even 
if the school supported and protected her (which it didn’t) she would have struggled 
academically because the curriculum did not support her academic needs or abilities. 
Common Core Math hindered her, as it does with most English speakers. Science and 
history were taught as a non-fi ction English assignment rather than something we do. 
Her creativity and curiosity was almost completely snuff ed out, but she could take a test! 
Then, as law makers you sit around and scratch your heads and wonder why the kids 
aren’t alright.  

———
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IHLA seems to be the best of both worlds. Access to a lot of diff erent curriculums, it is a 
more individualized education, what each child needs vs what the class needs to move 
forward. The extra resources takes the pressure off  me as the parent to fi nd and teach all 
of the diff erent subjects to diff erent grade levels. Having teachers to keep the kids ac-
countable and engaged is also great, because while we do all the work at home together, 
they still have someone else the can ask questions and be proud to show their work to. 
I like that they will have a full state diploma and have the fl exibility of doing school at 
home.  

———

IHLA serves a lot of wonderful families in Idaho that need this option. Most have been 
hurt in the brick-and-mortar model and desire something diff erent.  

———

IHLA succeeds at its greatest potential when the administration and teachers, in col-
laboration with parents, are the trustees and fi duciaries of student success without 
interference from the state. Local school districts are run by locally elected trustees with 
the highest legal level of fi duciary duty and responsibility. Schools were intended to be 
responsive to the concerns of the community and never intended to be beholden to the 
state legislature. The Virtual Education Services program (IHLA as well as the others 
in the state) should be provided the same trustee and fi duciary duty and responsibility 
to the parents, who are the community, which are the direct recipients of their choices, 
and/or the school district that chooses to implement a virtual education service to meet 
their students’ varied needs. They should not be subjected to greater scrutiny, restric-
tions, or demands than school districts across the state. While state test scores give 
legislators arbitrary test numbers, they are not indicative of IHLAs success nor potential 
failures. Students can only meet an expected metric for a test they have studied for, and 
IHLA students are focused upon holistic individual learning, growth, and development 
rather than isolated, compartmentalized learning designed to memorize for the short 
term and then brain dump. The students learn in a collaborative combination structure 
that allows them to learn knowledge, increase comprehension and confi dence in their 
understanding, learning real world cross application of educational concepts, analyzation 
skills, and utilization in real world environments according to Bloom’s Taxonomy. These 
learning methods will help them develop adaptive methods, skills, and strategies to bet-
ter prepare them for a rapidly evolving employment environment and economic land-
scape in which fl exibility is prioritized and out-of-the-box thinking is highly sought after. 

———
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IHLA supports families who want their children to develop critical thinking and indepen-
dent reasoning. The program also allows parents to challenge their kids in areas where 
they are confi dent and progress more slowly in areas where they need extra time to build 
skills.

For example, my kids are advanced in math (one to two grade levels ahead) but face 
challenges in language arts (one to two grade levels behind, according to school stan-
dards). With IHLA, they make steady progress in both subjects without stress. This way, 
they enjoy learning, without even realizing whether they are ahead or behind-they simply 
learn happily at their own pace! 

———

IHLA wants to provide parents the ability to homeschool with fl exibility and choice of 
curriculum, and then there are many restrictions on what curriculum can be used and 
what topics are covered.  Many assignments were just a waste of time, and my child 
didn’t learn anything in class.  Other classes had certain state requirements that had to 
be met, and then the assignments were extremely hard and didn’t match up with any-
thing they were learning in the unit (i.e., Science Performance Tasks). 

———

IHLA was a valuable bridge to leaving a private school to beginning to homeschool full-
time for my family. Attempting to turn IHLA into a virtual public school is unlikely to 
be positive. IHLA needs to have a unique charter to address various pockets of needs of 
homeschool families. 

Many homeschool families use more essays and project-based assignments than multi-
ple choice tests. Students are less familiar with the structure, length and importance of 
standardized tests. Lack of familiarity and lack of parental focus on their importance are 
likely to be a factor in lower test scores.  

———

IHLA was an incredible opportunity to educate my children. My children thrived with 
IHLA through the individual learning and adaptations we could make. The most impres-
sive thing to me was the high level of support from my assigned teacher to help my chil-
dren reach their educational goals. While I am not currently with IHLA, I fully support 
and appreciate this option for Idaho public school students.  

———

IHLA was fantastic before Legislation started putting pressure and the tune very much 
changed. It became burdensome and as much as I love the program, was no longer worth 
it for our family. 

———
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IHLA was great! Before government realize how many people were using it and decided 
to start over analyzing and regulating everything. Let IHLA do what they are good at. 
Once again, people homeschool to get away from the public school system. IHLA was 
supposed to be designed to help make this possible because the facts are simple, homes-
chooled children are more successful than public school children. So stop trying to mess 
up the homeschooled kids too. We are better off  without government overreach and 
standardized state testing that means nothing.  

———

IHLA was nothing but a blessing to my family. I hope the legislators look beyond their 
own opinions to see the needs of so many non-traditional students in Idaho and continue 
to support IHLA.  

———

IHLA was the absolute best choice for my son when he could not continue his studies in 
a more traditional school setting due to developmental and health struggles. In speak-
ing with other IHLA parents, I learned his experience was not unique. There is a large 
population of students who are not well served by traditional schools, but who desire the 
structure and support IHLA provides. 

———

IHLA was the best decision I made in my kids’ education. My kids learned more through 
IHLA than any other public schools they attended. Their state testing scores improved 
with IHLA a lot more than public school. No school is perfect or has it all fi gured out, but 
the staff  at IHLA genuinely care about the students and are trying to off er an alternative 
option for parents. The kids and the families deserve to have options in their children’s 
education and IHLA is a great option for alternative learning. The opportunity to learn 
in IHLA is fair and available for any student who chooses to use it. They don’t favor the 
students based on extracurricular activities. Their style of teaching taught my kids who 
attended IHLA a lot more than my kids who attended the only option available (brick 
and mortar public school). I can’t even express how great my experience with IHLA has 
been.  

———

IHLA was the best thing for our family and especially during COVID. I was able to con-
tinue a rigorous education program so my children did not fall behind or struggle and 
they were removed from the bullying and pressure we had struggled with from students 
and teachers. It was wonderful for my [REDACTED] son [REDACTED] and my daughter 
could excel and explore. We were also able to keep our children’s innocence and not have 
to expose them to the insanity that I have seen and experienced in public schools. The 
teachers were wonderful and always available and helpful.  

———
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IHLA was the fi rst thing mentioned from a teacher after COVID hit, and I’d always want-
ed to pursue homeschooling my children. 

My son [REDACTED] in public school when the pandemic hit, and ‘Tech Trep’ was 
highly recommended [REDACTED]. They provide ways for our kids to meet the com-
mon learning standards if our own curriculum doesn’t quite match. We choose our own 
curriculum, and though The Good and the Beautiful isn’t reimbursable because it is 
religious, I love incorporating God into what my children learn, and it is a highly recom-
mended curriculum. 

My kids have the freedom to learn at their pace, and if they struggle with something, I 
have the option to focus more on that instead of the things that they quickly learn. And 
Braintree and its teachers always have resources to help.  

———

IHLA, and more specifi cally Braintree, is an incredible resource for Idaho Families. 
Although I realize standardized testing is a tool to measure the success of the program, I 
would argue it is not an accurate tool for such measurement. Please consider: 

1. Parents and IHLA teachers do not ‘teach to the test’, it is more important to us that 
our students be well rounded in their education than making sure that they know how to 
appease an owl or AI avatar. 

2. Many IHLA families have children with special needs or learning struggles. They re-
move them from brick and mortar public schools to better support their learning through 
personalized home education with IHLA. Measuring these children using the same stan-
dardized test they struggled with in a brick and mortar school is of course going to have 
the same poor results. 

3. I would challenge the legislators to sit down and navigate (or watch their children 
navigate) the diff erent programs for both the IRI and ISAT. These are not the simple pen 
and paper standardized tests of our childhoods. I have sat with my children during their 
practice tests and they are both so poorly designed, it is embarrassing. The IRI is clunky, 
laggy, and so ‘gamifi ed’ that kids do not take it seriously. The ISAT is not much better, 
especially the language arts section, the way that it is built/laid out is counterintuitive 
diffi  cult to navigate. I personally would be willing to take my kids to an in-person testing 
center if it meant that they would be able to take an ‘old school’ pencil and bubble sheet 
test. 

If you have doubts as to our children’s performance and growth I would challenge the 
legislators to look at the Learning Portfolios that we to submit throughout the year. 
Those are a much more accurate representation of our students’ skills and capabilities. 

All that to say, IHLA has been an incredible resource for our family and has benefi ted my 
children’s education and development immeasurably over the years! If you truly believe 
in educational freedom in Idaho PLEASE continue to support IHLA. Thank you. 

———
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I’m just so thankful. My son is thriving with the personalized curriculum options and all 
of the materials we’ve been able to get with his budget. We do an eclectic mix of online, 
hands-on and ‘textbook’ curriculum, and I love how I’ve been able to aff ord materials to 
bring learning to life for him. Art kits, science experiment supplies, fl ashcards and math 
games, workbooks and manipulatives that have enriched his learning. I also love that 
I’m able to emphasize things I believe are important that he wouldn’t get the same focus 
on in public school. I created a whole unit for [REDACTED]. Another thing I love is how 
we can form his learning around his interests. He is passionate about [REDACTED]. He 
loves to learn about [REDACTED]. So we are currently studying physics in the context of 
[REDACTED]: Laws of motion, centrifugal force, velocity, etc. And I’m assigning writing 
assignments, SS goals and reading material that all connect back to [REDACTED]. He is 
loving learning instead of dreading school. 

Still, the routine of homeschooling my ‘exceptional’ son has been diffi  cult. The great-
est blessing has been his homeroom teacher, [REDACTED]. As overwhelming as it was 
to decide to homeschool, [REDACTED] has been extremely responsive by phone, text 
and email. She has talked and walked me through every question and concern and has 
checked in to see how we’re doing with our learning goals.. She has suggested specialized 
curriculum options for my son and given him personal attention and encouragement at 
both our in-person learning activities and on his grading feedback. The staff  and head 
of our program, Janet Cox, have created videos, presentations and helpful links to walk 
me through everything from fi nding Idaho learning standards to getting tech support for 
schoology and submitting receipts for curriculum. When I’ve had additional questions 
the responses have been quick and helpful, both by phone and email. I don’t know if we’ll 
ever go back to public school. My son’s entire demeanor has changed and I’m happy with 
the growth he’s already made in just a month of school. THANK YOU for making this 
opportunity available to our family!

———

I’m much prefer it over public school in a school building for my children the freedom of 
choice to educate each child uniquely is invaluable. 

———

I’m not sure the typical homeschool family that doesn’t receive the IEP [REDACTED] 
we did is truly getting their money’s worth from a program like this. Most homeschool 
families already have their curriculum fi gured out and this process just creates more 
work with all the submissions and hoops and reimbursement paperwork to submit. The 
Braintree fi eld trips and activities were better and made the program much more worth 
it. The fi eld trips defi nitely went downhill after the switch to IHLA. 

———

I’m really grateful for this option!  

———
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I’m really grateful for this resource! The teacher support and encouragement is invalu-
able as a beginning home educating  parent. I also appreciate the meetups coordinated 
through IHLA as well as expanded knowledge of curriculum and resources to help my 
child learn. The curriculum and resources available through IHLA has superseded expec-
tations. The majority of our curriculum is religious based so is not reimbursed by IHLA 
but I do appreciate having some funding available in order to do extra things like partici-
pate in a learning pod. I have appreciated the experience we have had with IHLA and the 
staff  that we have interacted with.  

———

I’m so grateful we’ve been able to home school and had the help of IHLA. They are so 
quick to answer questions and extremely helpful with navigating this season.  

———

I’m thankful to live in a state that off ers such a wide variety of school options for my 
children  

———

I’m very thankful for IHLA, their program has provided valuable support and resources 
in my child’s education! 

———

I’m very thankful for this program. The teachers, staff  and everyone involved have been 
so great. Lots of helpful games and curriculum provided too. 

———

In Idaho we have always been free to teach our children how we want too, now all of a 
sudden they want to be in the business of our families. I like being able to have some of 
tax money back to help pay for my kids extras that they are interested in. I have lived 
our IHLA but they keep getting more regulations and that is not what homeschooling is 
about.  

———

In light of recent funding changes for private schools and other scenarios, more funds 
should also be made available for IHLA students 

———

In total we have been with IHLA for [REDACTED] years. We did public school [RE-
DACTED] and IHLA [REDACTED]. I’ve appreciated the help I receive through IHLA and 
feel with that help, I can provide my children with an enriching education.  

———



 115 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Parent Responses

Increased regulation will kill this program for homeschoolers and transition it to an out-
of-school option for those who struggle with a brick and mortar. Initially the program 
was excellent, but onerous reporting and emphasis on test scores is ruining what made 
this program great. Additionally, IHLA High School is cumbersome and obnoxious. 

———

Increased regulations/limitations on fl exibility will likely result in a huge drop in partici-
pation in this program.  

———

ISAT for a kindergarten has a lot of kindergarten kiddos in tears.  They don’t even know 
how to use a computer.  This is my only issue with homeschooling,  especially since you 
don’t have to go to school until you are 7.  

———

It confi rmed my opinion that public schools need totally revamped.  Other than AP 
classes, students are not truly prepared for college or life. Before I took him out of public 
school, I was told by the school psychologist during a 504 meeting, he was their problem 
from 9 to 4 after that he was my problem. During [REDACTED] years of home school, 
he learned to overcome his special needs and hasn’t had a 504 after returning to public 
school.

———

It fi ts a need and is a support to those who are learning at home.  

———

It fi ts our family goals for kids education. IHLA gives us fl exibility of getting schooling at 
home at students pace. 

———

It grew too fast with little oversight. [REDACTED] was the only teacher that followed my 
child’s IEP. There is so much bias and inappropriate things happening at IHLA, it’s actu-
ally shocking. Including the reimbursements. While most of us used the reimbursement 
for Internet and curriculum others were getting their streaming covered. 

———

It has become so invasive and controlled you might as well send your kids to the public 
schools. 

———
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It has been a fantastic experience. I have a daughter with [REDACTED] and another with 
[REDACTED].  My daughter [REDACTED] takes years of repetition for things to fully 
stick in her brain.  She would fail in a traditional classroom.  My daughter with [RE-
DACTED] has been able to take her time on her school work and have 1 on 1 help that 
has really helped her be successful.  At home learning has been a huge blessing for my 
family. 

———

It has been a game changer for having more control of what and how my children learn. 
The safety of being in our own home and knowledge that they are not learning and being 
indoctrinated with one specifi c regions beliefs is amazing. My older public school chil-
dren have had the experience of spending whole class periods talking about new temples 
and what was discussed during general conferences. 

———

It has been a God send for improving the quality of our kids education experience. 

———

It has been a godsend for my [REDACTED] child who was fl oundering in public brick 
and mortar. He is able to fl ourish in the home setting and [REDACTED] 

———

It has been a great blessing and resource for us as there are not many options of other 
schooling in our area and we are able to adjust and teach what we want and how.  

———

It has been a great experience for me and my children. 

———

It has been a great experience.  I love having a transcript for my child should he choose 
to pursue a college degree.  I also like the state testing so I can make sure he’s up to 
speed.  I appreciate the supplemental learning funds.  They enrich his homeschooling 
experience with opportunities for electives to which he would not normally have access.  

———

It has been a great experience.  I love the fi eld trip opportunities, the computer practice, 
the testing opportunities, and feeling like our taxes are actually going to our kids as well.   

———
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It has been a great experience. 

The reply’s I have gotten from everyone I have emailed with them have been way quicker 
than I ever got at his public’s school. (Which I think his teacher was great but busy). 

They heard my concerns about [REDACTED] and not thinking his IEP goals were very 
fi tting to his needs. Also doesn’t follow with what he is working on privately. They im-
mediately assessed him. Confi rmed what I said and moved up his IEP [REDACTED] 
(we met the next week after discussing unlike public school where we had to schedule 2 
months out to get on their calendar). They changed his goals and he gets better designat-
ed time. I already dropped [REDACTED] down to 1 day now instead of 2 a week because 
he is getting so much more out of this then he did in school [REDACTED]. 

We love being held accountable, a teacher to help if needed and give feedback so I know 
I am not failing my child. Mom and dad are frequently home and we now get to spend 
more time with him. Instead of his teacher spending more time with him then we got. 

We already did a fi eld trip with his class and last year [REDACTED] he didn’t even go on 
a fi eld trip and had no idea what that was.  We’ve done so much hands on learning and 
are progressing at a faster speed then he ever could in normal school. I also appreciate 
the funding to be able to provide more opportunities for him. I was worried about how 
we could do all the cool things we now have time to do and teach him and this helps 
tremendously with being able to take him to educational places and buy what we need to 
make him thrive!  

———

It has been a great opportunity to see fi rsthand how my child learns what they like and 
don’t like. I can start helping when there are struggling and fi gure out other ways to help 
them understand topics. I am able to cater to their learning styles, able to make it more 
fun through knowing their interests and how they learn. 

———

It has been a great process. I enjoy being able to utilize funds that I pay into despite ho-
meschooling.  

———

It has been a great resource and allowed my children to thrive.  

———

It has been a great resource for my children, especially my [REDACTED] child whose 
needs were not being met in a public charter school due to their limitations and lack of 
funding/support. The rigidity of public school is also too much for my children. The sup-
port and funding from IHLA makes homeschooling a better and more enriching experi-
ence for my children.  

———
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It has been a helpful tool for our family to ensure that my kids are not falling behind and 
the funds are a big help for school supplies, curriculum, and fun learning experiences 
(like fun monthly educational boxes we would not be able to aff ord otherwise)  

———

It has been a huge blessing for our family.  We love the fl exibility of our schedule and the 
learning support we receive through IHLA.  We benefi t from the learning funds to spend 
on lessons and activities we wouldn’t normally be able to aff ord.   

———

It has been a huge blessing to our family.  It has allowed us to have quality family time, 
educate in our home together, the mental health of my children has greatly improved 
since pulling them from public school.  My children are active members of their commu-
nity, they aren’t stuck on their phones or video games.  The also get sick a lot less, learn 
valuable daily life skills, and they love learning! 

———

It has been a key success to our at home learning. My kids have access to so much more 
learning opportunities and a teacher who is accessible and cats about it our kids.  

———

It has been a really great resource so that I can teach my kids at home but also receive 
support 

———

It has been a very appreciated opportunity for a child whom felt bullied and excluded in 
traditional school setting. It allows for curriculum to be catered to her strengths in learn-
ing.  

———

It has been a very pleasant experience for my family 

———

It has been a very positive experience for my family. We have appreciated the fast re-
sponses, and understanding diff erent needs.  

———

It has been a very positive experience. I’m grateful to have funds to help with some of the 
expenses from homeschooling and that we have teachers to help support us or guide us. 
I’m also so grateful that we can meet my child’s needs at home and they can succeed in 
academics at their pace.  

———
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It has been a wonderful experience so far. The program is well organized and the faculty/
staff  communicate well with the families. 

———

It has been a wonderful resource for us. The learning funds have been very helpful in 
purchasing curriculum and supplies, as well as paying for extracurricular lessons that 
have given our daughter skills and experience she will use the rest of her life in many 
areas. The fi eld trips have gotten us out to places we wouldn’t have been to otherwise and 
inspired exploration into new areas of learning, and the teacher support has been help-
ful. While I am not opposed to my children taking the standardized tests for experience, 
it should be noted that we don’t prepare for the tests and don’t place the emphasis on 
them as they would in public school. I certainly don’t feel like they are an accurate mea-
sure of learning, and even in school, when I have spoken with teachers they will say the 
scores of students on these tests do not always accurately refl ect their abilities.  

———

It has been an incredibly useful tool for our family to be involved in our children’s school 
while also ensuring they are meeting state standards. This makes a future transition back 
to a brick and mortar possible 

———

It has been an overall very pleasant experience and I have appreciated the funding sup-
port and access to state test evaluations. 

———

It has been essential to the needs of my special needs children. The ability to customize 
and choose our own curriculum and learn at our own pace has been a blessing. With the 
learning funds that are available, we are able to teach our children things that they would 
not be able to learn otherwise and participate in programs like theater and sports. 

———

It has been extremely benefi cial for our family. If it drastically changed or didn’t exist 
anymore, it would be a great disservice for families that depend on the choice to homes-
chool. 

———

It has been fabulous.  We are so thankful for the talented teachers and organizational 
programs. 

———

It has been great, but the more the state gets involved the closer I get to dropping out of 
the program.  

———
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It has been life changing for my family. My kids are thriving more than they ever would 
have being in a public school. They are happy, they take initiative, they look forward to 
learning every day (even ask to do school on the weekends), and they are both successful 
athletes on top of it. We are able to spend extra time learning life outside of our home 
and school room. They get to experience what it is like to cook, clean, plan assignments 
(behind the scenes of a teacher), volunteer, be a part of a team outside of school, how to 
shop and budget, and plan their future without the outside peer pressure. They get to de-
cide what it is that they love about life and pursue their dreams now. They have a whole 
world open to them because they don’t have the restrictions on what to learn and when. 
Seeing the spark in their eyes when they get to choose their research topics or choose to 
try a new elective like [REDACTED] is the best thing in the world. I know they will go on 
to be successful, loving, and caring people because of the life IHLA has been able to give 
us. 

———

It has been nothing but wonderful. PLEASE LEAVE IHLA ALONE! STOP TRYING TO 
PUT TONS OF PRESSURE ON FAMILIES AND TEACHERS to change what they are do-
ing. At home learning students are some of the most well rounded people you will meet. 
Please appreciate this and stop constricting learning and tormenting the people in this 
program every year with threats that it will be hugely modifi ed or taken away. I am going 
to let all my circles of infl uence know about this (and I have a very large circle) and we 
will be following this closely to ensure that legislators vote in the parent’s favor and not 
take away funding or add in more forceful regulations. LEAVE US BE! 

———

It has been positive with the exception of frustration and anxiety around testing. 

———

It has been such a great option for schooling, especially when we have very limited 
options in the rural area that we live. It opens up opportunities that we otherwise don’t 
have 

———

It has been such an incredible blessing! We love the fl exibility, the ability to purchase 
what we need, the amazing teachers and support!  

———

It has been the best experience for my current [REDACTED] student. He has been 
enrolled in a similar type program since [REDACTED] and has greatly benefi ted from 
personalized support. 

———
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It has been wonderful and a great resource for my daughter. The supplemental funds 
have allowed us to send her to co-ops that otherwise we likely wouldn’t be able to add 
to her home education. These have allowed a lot of educational growth in her as well as 
socialization. The teachers have been a tremendous help in answering questions and 
providing feedback on what we could improve on as well as provide additional resources 
in bettering our learning. The fi eld trips opportunities have been a great learning experi-
ence and great ways to meet learning goals and meet other parents and children.  

———

It has been wonderful! I believe if you took a survey, you would fi nd most families would 
end up choosing to privately homeschool their families if the testing and government 
control becomes any more with this type of program.  

———

It has been wonderful. The teachers and special education services are just what my son 
needs. With my son’s [REDACTED] we are able to eliminate distractions for him. We 
give him the fl exibility he needs. My son is a [REDACTED]. He scores in the [REDACT-
ED] percentile for literacy. [REDACTED] for Math. I am able to work and challenge him 
in these areas at home to grow stronger in math and literacy with one on one (which he 
needs). Then spend the rest of our time outside (which regulates his nervous system) and 
is the best solution to manage [REDACTED]. 

———

It has changed our lives for the better and both of our students are doing great!  

———

It has over all be a great experience to help with learning at home. It allows our family to 
have the fl exibility to learn at a pace that works for the student. We get to explore topics 
that interest us. We are encouraged and help a lot by the IHLA homeroom teachers and 
counselors. We can choose curriculum that lines up with our family beliefs and culture. 
We feel supported and encouraged to succeed in our learning at home journey. We get to 
enjoy a beautiful, rich and education school experience.  

———

It is a blessing for so many families to be able to be apart of it 

———

It is a fantastic program that has given my kids opportunities they wouldn’t have other-
wise due to cost and time 

———

It is a great opportunity for Educational Choice. 

———
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It is a great option for diff erent educational needs and preferences.  

———

It is a great option for Idaho families. The state needs to quit making so many hoops for 
them to jump through so that they can remain great. 

———

It is a great program and is helping our family give our children the best education possi-
ble. It provides us with many resources, fl exibility, as well as in person experiences.  

———

It is a great program overall and has enriched my child’s education. I enjoy having a 
teacher to ask questions and also enjoy the in person learning opportunities. However if 
there is any more emphasis placed on the standardized testing, I will continue to home-
school my children but I will not be re-enrolling in the virtual learning academy. The 
pressure for my kids to perform well on the test negatively aff ects our overall experience, 
even though my child did well on the standardized test last year. 

———

It is a great program that give families the freedom to teach kids in a non traditional way. 
Traditional schooling isn’t working for kids. Lets branch out and allow for these type of 
programs.  

———

It is a great program! It is worth keeping. I wouldn’t look at the test scores so much. 
Compare apples to apples. Do all public school kids take them? Or do they get options to 
opt out? Have you considered that maybe kids have diff erent needs and or requirements 
and that testing isn’t the only way to see if a child is progressing? 

———

It is a great schooling option to have. 

———

It is a parent’s responsibility to ensure their child is educated and can thrive.  

———

It is a very useful tool for parents that need more guidance or are getting started with 
homeschooling. Over the past couple of years it has certainly changed from a supportive 
program for homeschool families into a strenuous ‘hard to keep up with’ public school at 
home. The tighter requirements have turned schooling from a joyful learning experience 
to a stressful and unpleasant experience just to meet deadlines. 

———
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It is a wonderful option for families whose children are not able to get the individual at-
tention they need in a large classroom or for families who would like more guidance and 
support for their children’s education from someone who may have new ideas and strat-
egies for teaching children and who have access to resources that are diffi  cult to obtain as 
an individual family. 

———

It is a wonderful way to fund education for families seeking alternative educational op-
tions.  

———

It is an adjustment in comparison to traditional brick and mortar learning experiences. 
It would be helpful if the teacher met with students more than just one time a week over 
zoom. 

———

It is an amazing program, especially for my student that needed that reset and a change 
in setting. 

———

It is an excellent system for educating children and the resources are used responsibly  

———

It is an incredible program. 

———

It is an incredible way for students to connect with each other and with certifi ed teachers 
for support without having to attend brick and mortar schools. There is someone there 
for me to ask my questions if my child is struggling in an area. Our teacher has been with 
us through every step and helped with extra resources when needed. We choose this 
program because of the fl exibility and freedom it allows for educating our child. I hope 
the Legislature will understand the importance of this program and how meaningful it 
is to so many families. We would choose to homeschool with or without the program, 
but having it has been such a wonderful experience. I truly hope that our Legislature will 
see all the good this program is doing and how dedicated its teachers and parents are to 
giving each child an extraordinary and meaningful education.  

———
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It is bothersome to me that people in the treasure valley are paying to send their kids to 
a private school, but also double dipping into IHLA funds. There is a particular private 
school in our area that uses enrollment in IHLA as a way to incentivize families to come 
to the school because IHLA learning funds is a way to off set the cost of school tuition. If 
you are paying to send your child to school full time, I don’t think your child should also 
be allowed to be enrolled in IHLA. I feel that kids shouldn’t be allowed to enroll in two 
diff erent schools just to get more money. I feel that IHLA was created to help support 
families with the fi nancial burden of educating their children at home, not to give money 
to families who are able to aff ord private school.  

———

It is critical that programs like IHLA continue to provide opportunities for parents to 
educate their children at home when an alternative to traditional school is needed. 

———

It is critical to my student’s success and they are thriving.  

———

It is great to give Idaho parents an avenue in which to more approximately spend some 
of their tax money that would normally go to public education.  

———

It is illogical to judge the success of students with IHLA against brick and mortar stu-
dent’s standardized testing scores when brick and mortar students spend hours a month 
learning HOW to score well on those tests. They have a tangible, unfair advantage. Also, 
many students with IHLA left brick and mortar because they were struggling already, 
whether that is due to neurodivergence or special needs. IHLA absorbed those poor test 
scores from the brick and mortar schools across the state.  

———

It is important for rural Idaho to have alternatives to our small public schools. In our 
case, they are unable to hire subject-matter expert teachers. They are left with many sub-
stitutes and ‘certifi cate’ educators. Considering the performance for these small public 
schools, it seems that all options should be available. I have recommended IHLA to sev-
eral parents struggling to keep their [REDACTED] child enrolled and making progress.  
While I am an educator, IHLA managed performance and attendance in a rigorous way. 
Since her credits were transferable to a public school, it helped to streamline her ongoing 
education. I am glad to provide further input if it is helpful. 

———
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It is important to our family that the freedom of education continues as an option in Ida-
ho so that we can teach our children at home with the standards and values we believe in. 
We do not want to conform to the standards of others or be told what we must or cannot 
teach.  

———

It is important to provide diff erent opportunities and choices for children when it comes 
to education, especially in today’s world. Teachers hands are tied and they are doing 
their best but the public education system is falling apart. The students are suff ering with 
mental health issues that public school amplifi es. The robotic nature and long hours of 
public school are not helping all students to thrive. I have in daughter [REDACTED]. 
I could not help her while she was at public school for 8 hours a day. I have a son who 
loves being around friends and is very social, but the long hours of school and his sur-
roundings drained him emotionally and physically. He thrives with fl exibility. He doesn’t 
have to deal with the pressure to fi t in with his peers, long hours at a desk, and very little 
time to play while using IHLA. He is learning how to have self- discipline and opportuni-
ties such as more playtime all at the same time. My youngest in the program is so smart 
and is learning so quickly and has the opportunity to learn at his own pace. He has own 
individual instruction and support from me, but also gets to have some independence 
in the pace he takes, as well as the extent of what he is capable of learning, which I fi nd 
opens up opportunity for educational growth far beyond what is off ered in our local 
public elementary school. I also appreciate having a say in how much computer or screen 
time is available and how my children are instructed. They are reading instruction more 
than they are listening to instruction on a device. They are using their brains in ways that 
are healthy and productive. We love IHLA!  

———

It is very helpful for families that want to homeschool and need help with funding their 
child’s curriculum. Curriculum is very expensive and it was nice to have options for mak-
ing the best schooling choice for my kids.  

———

It is vital to the success of our child.  We have been able to improve and eliminate an IEP 
for ELA by customizing and supporting our child in a way that will make her a successful 
and educated adult.  Public schools are failing our kids daily and it is essential that par-
ents have a choice in how to educate their children.  IHLA provides structure, IEP/504 
support, grades and learning goals that assist parents in educating their children by 
letting parents choose curriculum that works best for their kiddos and family values.  I 
saw the failures of public education on my child and chose to customize her education.  
She is far better equipped in her education than she would have ever been if left in public 
school.  There is no ‘one size fi ts all’ approach to education and the current ways of public 
education are broken.  Therefore, supporting IHLA is critical to the success of children in 
Idaho.   

———
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It is wonderful to have this option! 

———

It off ers an alternative to brick and mortar schools when there is a lack of schools that 
are set up for children with an autism diagnosis that struggle with behavioral issues. 
Who do better in an at home setting for the time being. 

———

It saved both my son and me. We knew he couldn’t go back to public school because of 
his [REDACTED] but we had no direction as home schoolers. They gave us the tools to 
keep him learning and it gave us time to work on his mental health. We didn’t know what 
to do but IHLA set us up to get back to learning. I am forever grateful for them.  

———

It should support IHLA with more funding and resources so students can get more 
hands-on practice and learning 

———

It started out good and has slowly gotten worse with to much government supervision. 

———

It truly is what creates a good life for my children. Without it I would not be able to af-
ford all the educational opportunities that they have. We need the fl exibility in our home 
because of my medically fragile child [REDACTED]. IHLA has been a huge blessing for 
our family! Because of so much time outside the classroom my kids love learning so 
much and it meets our fl exible schedule needs. We are so thankful for this program.  

———

It used to be an amazing program when we fi rst joined. Over the years, the microman-
aging of curriculum and pushing the standardized testing to be a priority was not what 
we were looking for. Also, teachers and the program should never encourage a religious 
curriculum over a secular one based on their personal preferences.  

———

It was a fi ne program. I felt the stipend more than covered what we needed for homes-
chooling.  

———

It was a good tool and opportunity for us when we were starting.  

———
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It was a great bridge for our family starting our homeschooling, but ultimately it didn’t 
fi t our needs. We chose to homeschool to help of neurodivergent children thrive and help 
them heal from medical issues. Any public school at home model wasn’t what was best 
for our particular situation. We would much rather get a tax break. 

———

It was a great program for my student and I am grateful it was available for our family.  

———

It was a life saver for us last year as our daughter was [REDACTED] that she could not 
attend public school.  We needed the fl exibility off ered through IHLA to get her through 
the school year and to be able to slowly transition her back to [REDACTED] public 
school [REDACTED]. 

———

It was a wonderful experience and allowed us to keep educating our daughter at home 
for [REDACTED] year while having more support  

———

It was a wonderful experience with supportive teachers. It was a benefi cial part of their 
educational experiences  

———

It was a wonderful thing for our family. It bonded our family closer together. We were 
able to go do lots of fun things and to diff erent experiences because of the fl exibility  of 
IHLA. 

———

It was an amazing support for our student and reinforced family time and family bond-
ing. I felt like every communication email I send was answered immediately, regardless 
which department it was (fi eld trip, ISAT testing, funds coordinators, teachers). Very 
effi  cient way of operating! 

———

It was an overall amazing experience. Because of this program our kids were able to 
graduate [REDACTED]. It was a GREAT experience for our family compared to the 
public school off erings. Having the fi nancial incentives made it possible to have them 
home because they covered the cost of supplies and school related costs, extra curriculars 
which gave our kids opportunity to intersect with our community and the world in ways 
they couldn’t have (we wouldn’t have been able to aff ord it) otherwise. - computers, [RE-
DACTED] lessons, [REDACTED] classes, paying our internet bill, lab supplies etc. our 
kids received a happy, excellent education because of this program!  

———
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It was benefi cial when we needed it!  

———

It was fantastic.  We just needed a change.  

———

It was going great before legislature decided they need to be more involved with homes-
chool standards than public school standards. 

———

It was good but I love the complete freedom of homeschooling better. 

———

It was invaluable when we were dealing with an [REDACTED] health emergency. It al-
lowed my kids to still learn and have fun in a time that was otherwise very dark. 

———

It was nice to get some of the money back that was allotted to my child when we left a 
‘brick and mortar’ public school.  Especially where here in Idaho we don’t get any tax 
breaks for homeschooling. I do love though that Idaho is a hands off  no reporting state 
though. I think the idea of this virtual charter school can be a good idea. It just didn’t fi t 
our family, I’m sure for some families this is a blessing to fi nd. 

———

It was overall very positive and I have no complaints. 

———

It was wonderful. The state should back off  on requirements so parents can educate how 
they please and not have to match up with extremely specifi c requirements like which 
semester/grade to teach geometry concepts or rate equations. For example the [RE-
DACTED] curriculum teaches these concepts [REDACTED] before state standards and 
uses [REDACTED] grade as a review year so it made it basically impossible to match 
with state standards.  

———

It works for us. We love being able to curate resources that are perfect fi ts for our own 
needs. I love that my kids are learning at their own pace-- they don’t have to wait for 
others to catch up, and they aren’t left behind. If they need extra time for a concept, I can 
off er it. If they are ready to skip and move ahead, we do. They don’t move on until the 
content is mastered. 

———



 129 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Parent Responses

It would be a great disservice to many families, more importantly the children, if this 
option was not available. My area has a large homeschooling community and the loss 
of this recourse would not change anyone’s opinion on public school or homeschooling. 
What I mean by that is without the IHLA option for homeschooling families, those fam-
ilies would still not be enrolling their children in public school. The recourses, not just 
the funding, the actually learning opportunities this program aff ords my children I would 
not be able to replace on my own.  

———

It would be very disappointing if it didn’t receive funding. It provides an education that 
works better for our daughter than a traditional education. 

———

It would be wonderful to have a local offi  ce where parents could have face-to-face inter-
action with IHLA staff . 

———

It’s a critics program to help the kids who were struggling in public school and being 
pushed through.  

———

Its a great alternative. especially great for kids who don’t work well in the public school 
system.

It gives parents another option when their particular public school is failing the kids and 
failing to provide a decent education. It allows parents to create learning environments 
and critical thinking skills that public schools fail in.  

———

Its a great option for families 

———

It’s a great option to have for parents who want to teach their own children but need 
funds and aid to do it. 

———

Its a great options for families wanting to school at home and have the options and fl exi-
bility. It gets buggered up and a bad name when people think it’s a ‘homeschool’ and not 
with the same standard as a brick and mortar school.  

———
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It’s a great program with fl exibility and teacher oversight. Our school choice in the state 
of Idaho is a major draw for many people and I think that our obsession with ranking 
state’s based on scores on a test students fumble through once a year is highly irresponsi-
ble and short sighted. 

———

It’s a great program. More fl exibility and less stress on testing. 

———

It’s a great resource for families that choose a creative home learning environment.  

———

It’s a much needed resource for those of us that want to monitor our children’s schooling 
closely, while also being part of it, without being in public school.  

———

Its a very good homeschool option and with out it my kids wouldn’t get to do there extra 
circular activities. 

———

It’s a wonderful option for homeschooling.  

———

Its a wonderful program.  

———

It’s amazing for accountability for homeschooling families.  

———

Its AMAZING! We love our online homeschool.  

———

It’s an excellent resource that values quality education with freedom of school choice. 
There are many children for whom the public education system simply wouldn’t be com-
patible and this is an excellent option. 

———

It’s beats the public system 

———

It’s been a amazing experience for my child. 

———
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Its been a great experience  

———

It’s been a great experience. Because of the program, my son is able to do outdoor school, 
be more active, and is not learning things from peers that I don’t agree with. He thrives 
in being active all day and not having to sit still and try to learn with minimum breaks. 
We get to experience so much more with access to funding from IHLA and it’s been awe-
some! 

———

It’s been a great experience. It’s allowed me time with my children I would be missing 
out on otherwise. I know them as their parent and their teacher. It’s an important part of 
raising them, I didn’t even know I was missing until I had them homeschooling.  

———

It’s been a great option for my family and it fi ts our needs well. I love that I can have 
more freedom and fl exibility with my child’s education while also receiving support and 
guidance to make sure we are staying on track and getting the help when we need it.  

———

It’s been a positive experience and no one knows or is as invested in my kids’ education 
as I am. Many parents who homeschool sacrifi ce a salary in order to educate their kids; 
it is a top priority. Working alongside families to school their kids is a great partnership 
and will benefi t our society. 

———

It’s been a wonderful experience! 

———

It’s been a wonderful tool for our children’s education. 

———

Its been amazing so far. The way HomeEd360 is ran, it helps build community and 
learning individuality. Everyone so far has been very transparent.  

———

It’s been amazing! The ability for my kids to learn at their own pace and the support that 
we’ve received is unmatched in traditional public school! 

———

It’s been an awesome way for us to learn at home as a family and customize our curric-
ulum. The funds have been helpful in paying for extra curricular activities or to pursue 
other interests  

———
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It’s been an important part of our homeschool and would be at a disadvantage without it.  

———

It’s been an overall positive experience and we are grateful to be a part of it. I’m glad to 
be in a state that gives us options in educating our kids.  

———

It’s been good! 

———

It’s been good, no complaints or issues here 

———

It’s been great and has allowed us to take charge of our son’s education. We feel strongly 
that he thrives most right now learning at home and the fl exibility of choosing a curricu-
lum that works best for us is a huge game changer. We are also able to put him in sports 
and extra curriculars we wouldn’t normally be able to aff ord because of the funding we 
get from the state. What would be awesome (I know Florida does this, probably other 
states too) is if we could put any leftover money into an account to be used in the future 
for the child’s college education or to help fund a trade school education. Would love to 
see that implemented here in the great state of Idaho! 

———

It’s been great so far, they’ve been very helpful. My kids have always tested above public 
school kids and I love that they’ve been supportive in letting my oldest work above grade 
level. They’ve been great to work with.  

———

It’s been great. Have used it for all [REDACTED] of my children.  

———

Its been over all really positive. My new mentor has been really great at keeping us on 
track and answering any questions we have. The curriculum is easy to access and videos 
that go with the material have been very helpful with teaching our son what he needs to 
know. We want limited government involvement. That’s why we chose Harmony.  

———

It’s been super helpful to our children’s growth. Being so far away from schools, this pro-
gram allows us to not have to travel so much and stay home as a family and learn togeth-
er. It’s way better for us fi nancially 

———

It’s been the best opportunity and only option for our family.  

———
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It’s been the best thing ever for my daughter with special needs. We tried private school 
[REDACTED]. After her [REDACTED] diagnosis I knew it was no longer an option for 
her. [REDACTED] she was several years behind her peers, emotionally and academical-
ly. Next we tried traditional public school, [REDACTED], it was awful. I wasn’t ready to 
fully homeschool, so this is the perfect option for both of us. I can choose her curriculum 
based off  of which grade level she’s at in each grade. [REDACTED]. It’s very important to 
me that I can choose to teach her whatever I want and what I think is best for her, based 
off  our individual family beliefs.  

———

It’s been very helpful, especially in helping pay for extra things that provide my kids a 
better overall education like music classes and dance and school supplies.  

———

It’s been wonderful and we have felt greatly supported as parents and as students!  The 
resources are high quality and helpful, the teachers have been great and my kids are 
thriving!   

———

It’s been wonderful, I don’t really care about the funding like some people who do need 
it but having it helps my kid to explore creative interests that he wouldn’t have without 
going to school.  

———

It’s been wonderful. I feel very blessed to homeschool my kids and have the benefi ts like 
a public schooler would have. I believe all kids learn diff erently and should all get the 
same benefi ts whether in school or at home :) keeping programs alive like this are crucial 
to a lot of parents.  

———

It’s better than [REDACTED] public school. 

———

It’s given me the confi dence to be able to teach my child at home and choose the curricu-
lum that we absolutely love being able to teach a Christian curriculum. It’s allowed us to 
homeschool and we’re so thankful, especially being a single income family.  

———
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It’s great to have options for kids and parents who value education and are motivated. 
My son was not being challenged at the public [REDACTED] school with 30 other stu-
dents in the classroom. Now after [REDACTED] years of homeschooling he is one of the 
most successful students at his public [REDACTED] school taking the most rigorous 
classes available. The funding allows for families with less means to purchase quality 
curriculum and enroll kids in extracurricular activities.  

———

It’s has increased the scope of what my children learn through fi eld trips, supplemental 
learning funds reimbursement for museums, and their extracurricular sport activities. 
The teacher support and encouragement is also so helpful.  

———

It’s important to know that not every child learns in the same manner as their peers. I 
have a child who was homeschooled and is doing very well in a brick-and-mortar school 
and this fi ts the bill for his needs. I have another child [REDACTED] and being in a 
classroom would greatly disrupt her ability to learn as she tends to and takes care of her 
medical needs [REDACTED]. Not to mention the burden placed on our hard-working 
teachers and school staff  to attend to a high-needs medical child. Programs through 
IHLA have broadened our family’s ability to do school at home, meet the needs of our 
children as individuals and provide a wealth of other learning opportunities. We believe 
that a system of checks and balances (such as state certifi ed teachers and required state 
testing) help to ensure that programs like IHLA meet or exceed state standards. The 
state of Idaho would be doing a disservice to its children and youth if such vital programs 
were to go away. The way in which our youth are educated and going into the workforce 
is rapidly changing and programs like IHLA allow families to stay up to date and allow 
children to pursue post-secondary education and careers in a way that meets our new 
world’s demands. 

———

It’s my [REDACTED] year with them, but so far so good 

———

It’s pretty clear they don’t really educate and are exploiting a money loophole. When my 
child was with them, there were no classes to attend or anything like that. They would 
give some money (never enough) to the parents and Eventually they hired what they 
called a teacher who did not perform as an actual teacher would in public or private 
education. They receive signifi cant amounts of government funding (usually set aside for 
actual schools and overhead like building costs etc...) and are not transparent about their 
spending. Someone is collecting the majority of that money, and it’s not the kids. Every-
thing I have said is about Tech Trep in the IHLA.  

———
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It’s really helped my family be able to

Continue school at home

And has created many wonderful opportunities for my children 

———

It’s truly a Godsend. Traditional school isn’t for every child, especially for those who 
learn in a unique way or those that need special attention to learn and understand. IHLA 
and Home 360 gives us that opportunity to specialize our curriculum for our child so 
that they will be able to succeed in school and in life. 

———

It’s wonderful that parents have the option to educate their children at home with the 
support of educators. No one size or shape of education fi ts all kids and it worked for my 
kids for several years.  

———

I’ve been an employee for IHLA [REDACTED], but it has been a diff erent experience be-
ing a parent in the program. I’ve been incredibly grateful for the opportunities for classes 
and support. I never intended to do school at home, and it is not my forte. I’ve been real-
ly lucky with the ability to have access to a great curriculum and resources to help. 

———

I’ve been grateful for the funds and resources they provide that we wouldn’t have avail-
able because we would fund our own homeschool if we weren’t using IHLA. 

———

I’ve been involved in private, public, and homeschool. This program allows some families 
to homeschool their children and off er a higher level of education than what they can get 
at any of the other options. Homeschooling isn’t what it was in the 90’s--everyone I see 
has high standards and does their schooling well. It may not follow the same format or 
the same progression as public, but it still meets children where they are and helps them 
grow from there. There’s a lot of character development happening, but there’s no test 
on the state testing for that which is far more important in our society book work. I also 
teach a lot of boys who are incredibly smart and work hard in the trades, but much of 
this doesn’t test for that. All the children have diff erent gifts and these tests don’t account 
for that. They simply test for ‘stupid’ or ‘smart’. It’s unfair to the child. 

———

I’ve been with the program for [REDACTED] years now. We love it. It’s changed our 
lives for the better. Our children are safe. We spend more time together. We have a more 
fl exible schedule.  

———
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I’ve enjoyed the freedom of homeschooling my child how I would like while also having 
a network of support that I can reach out to with any questions or concerns I have about 
the education of my student. Curriculum can get expensive, especially with multiple 
students, and I’m thankful for the help of the supplemental learning funds that make it 
easier to provide a fun learning environment and fun resources for my student to learn.  

———

I’ve enjoyed working with the teachers and the help in properly educating my kids.  They 
are actually allowed to excel and still have a childhood. 

———

I’ve had a positive experience. IHLA has made it possible for my children to be involved 
in more academic activities as well as a broader range of learning through the various 
resources and funding. 

———

I’ve have loved it and I don’t think state testing is always a good measure of learning. 
Some kids don’t test well, but are dedicated in everyday learning and others test well, 
but don’t do well with every daylight learning. You have parents that push hard for good 
scores and parents who don’t care. I also think that often one of the homeschool mentali-
ty’s is to not like or want to be involved in state testing.  

———

I’ve seen the program benefi t many homeschooling families.  Families who are genuinely 
trying to give their kids a good education and benefi t from the structure and funding. I’ve 
also seen families who have abused the funding, fi nding ways to work the system and 
making a poor attempt to educate their children.  The program fi lls an important niche 
in the education system.  It is unfortunate that some are abusing it. 

———

Just how much we appreciate the freedom of being able to choose our own curriculum 
and to have support for funding and teachers with more experience.  

———

Just keep it the way it is. 

———

Just that children are not test scores. Children who test poorly but do well or excel in all 
other parts of schooling should not be punished. Kids should be inspired to love learning 
and to want to continue learning throughout their life, not have it snuff ed out because 
someone said their test score wasn’t good enough. 

———
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Just that I am incredibly grateful for this online school.  I really don’t think my oldest 
would have graduated without it.  I am so grateful that my kids can learn at their pace 
and explore topics that they are interested in. I wish testing wasn’t pushed so hard.  I 
have watched my daughter [REDACTED] score poorly on the test and when asked why 
she would say the wording of the questions, it’s like they want to trick you.  My kids that 
did do public schools for [REDACTED] years said the only reason we did good is because 
we had to take them ever week to the point that we almost had the answers memorized 
because it would ask the same things.  This to me doesn’t test what a child actually 
knows.  I know where my children are at what skills they are working on and what they 
have mastered and these test don’t show that.  As I watch my kids take the practice tests 
or help them work through practice problems there have been times as a competent, 
successful adult I have to look up the answer to see what it is the question wants them to 
fi gure out because the language is worded in such a confusing way.  That is not texting if 
a child can actually do the advanced math problem that is jumping through hoops.  

Without IHLA my kids wouldn’t be able to be a part of the teams and sports and activi-
ties that help them develop skills that they otherwise couldn’t have.  With a tight budget 
we could never aff ord for the kids to participate in [REDACTED] lessons or [REDACT-
ED] and high school sports fees were almost unbearable.  IHLA covers the cost of those 
activities and it has been such a blessing to watch my kids blossom as they learn new 
skills and become part of a team.  

Please do not take away IHLA.  I understand a lot of people are frustrated by the funding, 
but the funding only goes to activities, classes, educational supplies.  These are what help 
our kids thrive.  My kids were not thriving in the public school, the stress, anxiety, the 
pressure to succeed in testing, the bullying, the long hours away from home.  IHLA has 
opened doors that I never imagined possible.  [REDACTED] was homeschooled growing 
up for several years, and he said when he did go back in High School he was shocked and 
was so confused on what they had been doing for all the hours in school because he did 
a few hours of school daily and played the rest but somehow knew more than most of his 
peers.  I was determined not to homeschool our children because I was determined it 
would be too much for me and I wouldn’t be able to provide enough for my children.  My 
hands were forced as I watched the struggles and challenges of my children in the public 
school.  When I found IHLA it was the gift we needed.  IHLA is the balance for our fami-
ly.  I have the support I need, my kids in High School have teachers, curriculum, and are 
getting a great education that is preparing them for College and the real world.  My ele-
mentary kids are thriving because they have time for play when the school is done.  Study 
after Study shows how critical play and imagination is to a child’s education and my kids 
are able to get that because they are home and their studies don’t take the 6-7 hours of 
a school day.  IHLA provides the support I need as a parent to make sure my kids are 
reaching grade level goals and we have an amazing home room teacher the provides re-
sources whenever we are struggling with a concept.  We have a great network of families 
in our homeroom that we meet with [RESPONSE CONTINUES ON FOLLOWING PAGE]
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[CONTINUED FROM PRIOR PAGE] ...regularly and we are able to share ideas for 
concepts and things that have worked/not worked in our home.  IHLA has provided us 
with the education that my kids need.  I don’t know where my daughter would be without 
IHLA.  She was getting left behind in the public school and nobody seemed to care even 
though I kept trying to get her help.  I have watched her confi dence grow as she has had 
so much help from the team at IHLA.   If IHLA goes away I know what resources I will 
use because I know the resources that have helped my kids thrive but I don’t know how 
we will aff ord it all.  Please know that IHLA is an amazing school!  Thank you for listen-
ing. 

———

Just to emphasize what I’ve already expressed. And I guess also: The Braintree Facebook 
page that’s supposed to be where parents can help each other, give recommendations, 
curriculum advice etc. is a joke. It used to be a great resource to me and my family, but 
now anything that’s posted immediately gets an admin comment of an email to reach out 
to and then turns off  comments. I think that’s absolutely ridiculous, but unsure if that’s 
something anything can or will be done about.  

———

Keep supporting it. This program is necessary for a healthy public environment. Parents 
who have time to teach their children all the things of life and learning ought to be cele-
brated and supported. 

———

Kids are met where they are with learning and special attention is able to be given to 
individual students to guide them to success  

———

Kids who are have this option are able to think outside of the box.  They are able to 
pursue talents and interests that kids in public school cannot.  We believe these kids are 
more successful and content as adults. 

———
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Last year before these changes this program was life-changing for my daughter [RE-
DACTED]. It was so nice to be able to have access to funds to be able to purchase nec-
essary things for her to be able to learn. It was also nice to have access to a teacher who 
gave us resources that help out at the level that she was. To school year just started and 
I can see a huge diff erence and it’s very disappointing and I don’t know if the program 
will be benefi cial for my daughter anymore. Again, I understand why the legislation is 
concerned about testing scores and that’s great for students at a normal ability, but my 
daughter has a disability that is going to have her be at a lower grade level no matter 
what and I think it is really frustrating that she has to be put through all this extra stress 
because there’s no intervention or extra testing that is going to get her to grade level 
because of her disability. If there is going to be new focus to get people to grade level 
that really does need to be exceptions for people with disabilities who will not get to 
grade level. I have spoken with her school and so far it looks like even if we get her in the 
special needs program that she still has to do the testing every month and intervention 
will still be needed. It’s really upsetting because this program was a perfect fi t for her last 
year. 

———

Last year’s requirements for submissions were too many.  This year’s requirements are 
better.  Not happy about the Amira test requirements.   

———

Learning from home has provided me the chance to give them specialized attention in 
areas that need it. They have also have grown in their own study habits and organization 
skills. It has been a wonderful experience for my family and we are so grateful for the 
opportunity to learn through IHLA. 

———

Learning funds and resources and fl exibility are essential for children’s needs to be met 
and parents or guardians know their children best 

———

Learning styles vary as much as personalities, education should help students learn, not 
use a one size fi ts all mentality catering to the lowest common denominator. IHLA and 
similar programs off er the customization necessary to let children not just pass tests but 
excel. for example We have a student that was told by public school that [REDACTED] 
he hadn’t jumped through all the hoops. so instead we looked though options got some 
testing don through IHLA, and determined that his weakness was the [REDACTED], and 
that is where his grades had suff ered. he was able to go in and take the [REDACTED], 
and was approved to take the [REDACTED], and graduate early [REDACTED] because 
his scores were high enough. It was a real boost to his self esteem, and he is planning on 
taking [REDACTED]. school should not be a factory for churning out passable graduates 
from a set mold.  

———
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Leave it alone and stop buying into the nation wide [REDACTED] that homeschooling 
families are having low test scores, and that we need to be ‘responsible for taxpayer dol-
lars’ and therefore put more stipulations on homeschooling/IHLA programs. That’s all 
rhetoric for a calculated outcome. Read a book by Alex Newman. Expand the voices that 
you listen to. I am disappointed with how the legislature has limited rights for families 
and has passed School Choice which is really a trap to create all independent education 
into government education machine. I would have hoped Idaho representatives could see 
through that.  

———

Legislature needs to leave IHLA alone. IHLA has a good thing going. Don’t ruin it, by 
turning IHLA into the same broken Public school system. More restrictions, and stipula-
tions doesn’t create a better education, it burns out educators trying to do right by their 
students and children. 

———

Let kids work below grade level at times and above at other times. Sometimes a square 
peg doesn’t fi t into a round circle. THAT is where we as parents pivot. Brick and mortar 
teachers don’t get that opportunity. They are teaching to a group and not an individual. 
God Bless all our educators, regardless of where they teach. They are the Gem of our 
beautiful Gem State!! 

———

Let the parents help guide the kids learning.   They know their kids interests best  

———

Many families chose this program because their children learn diff erently and didn’t do 
well in a public school system.  The main stream testing didn’t refl ect the students actual 
ability  

———

Many families do IHLA because we want to homeschool, pay taxes for the schools our 
kids don’t attend, so would like to feel like we’re getting that money back to actually use 
for our own children.  We don’t want intervention, or the ridiculous state testing, those 
hold no weight for homeschool students.  IHLA has been great at supporting families, 
stop with all the state pressure trying to turn everything into public school way.   

———
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Like every school, including public schools, IHLA has strengths and shortcomings. No 
teacher is the same within a public school, which can signifi cantly impact student out-
comes. Some can and have done the work, allowed skipped work, or allowed themselves 
to maintain low standards for the ‘child left behind’ to meet state standards, versus 
meet the child where they were at, and encouraged these children to embrace educa-
tional challenges using diff erent approaches. This is why so many children within the 
educational system have fallen behind. With IHLA I have been given the support and 
educational funding to meet my [REDACTED] child where they are at. Bringing them 
from barely meeting state standards during their prior public school years to above. I 
understand state testing requirements and areas of concern, including the educational 
purchase items. Pulling funding completely or limiting the educational purchase options 
would limit the number of students within the program who meet the state standards. 
Although educational approaches and purchases may diff er, there must be a middle 
ground. If a child is not meeting standards for one school year despite IHLA assistance, 
the funding could be strictly limited or pulled entirely from the family/child who fails to 
meet expectations. However, if funding is more strictly controlled for children who fail 
within the home-based system, based on state assessments, then public schools should 
be held to the same standard. Many students are falling behind in Idaho, yet they can 
pass on to the next grade. This approach has created a failing system in general, and by 
holding higher standards for IHLA versus public schools, despite IHLA possibly having a 
larger learning disabled population, Idaho would be once again leaving children behind. 
There would be limited room to obtain the personalized educational plan required to 
push these children forward.  

———

Many of the students using IHLA are using it because they had bad experiences with a 
traditional brick and mortar school. For some that is from bullying, special needs, neuro-
divergence, etc. We started IHLA during COVID then went back to traditional school and 
found so much time and money wasted and chose to return to IHLA. If the program went 
away, We would not return to traditional school, but would choose to homeschool with-
out the supplemental resources that we receive through IHLA. 

———

Many of us families choose to homeschool to protect our children from many of the 
LBGTQ views that are pushed in schooling these days and when it was taught by teachers 
involved in our homeschooling process it was very upsetting  

———

Mine & my child’s experience with IHLA has been rewarding. The communication and 
degree of helping my child to achieve his learning goals (state standards) is incredible. 

———
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More funding and less regulations for funds. We are saving Idaho tens of thousands and 
only getting a measly couple thousand. If we cooperate with testing and such we should 
be allowed similar funding to a public school student. The new parent choice legislation 
was a blessing for parents who care about their child’s education and a much needed 
fi nancial relief.  

———

Most families choose IHLA to get the funds to homeschool. This program is not needed 
in order to homeschool well and for students to outperform their peers. 

———

Mostly we have just really appreciated the freedom to pour into our children and help 
them learn at their own pace. Typically that means there are areas that are not measured 
on a test that they far excel their peers at. It means they don’t always ace their standard-
ized tests because they are not focused on learning in such a way that they ace them. 
However they are not noticeably behind their peers in real life. They are steadily making 
progress in all of the academic areas, but they tend to preserve their love of learning and 
not have the apathetic disposition about learning that so many of their peers in public 
school seem to have.  

———

Moving in the right direction, but too rigid (IHLA curricula only) and honestly the class 
rigor was not challenging enough for our [REDACTED] high schoolers. 

———

My [REDACTED] children test at and above grade level except [REDACTED] who is 
barely below.  .  At younger grades [REDACTED] testing on a computer with a mouse 
and no guidance/ help is hard just because of lack of computer skills. 

I LOVE being provided the funds to be able to do things like [REDACTED] and purchase 
paints, clay, pencils, dry erase markers, workbooks and online learning programs!!! I 
appreciate and need the fl exibility we currently have to learn and submit assignments.  
High school is tedious and time consuming but my son may graduate [REDACTED] early 
[REDACTED]. I appreciate soo much the means to provide a rich and varied education.   

———

My [REDACTED] daughter is [REDACTED] at IHLA [REDACTED]. NO WHERE else 
could she accomplish her dreams with the freedom of learning provided by Braintree/
IHLA.  

———
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My [REDACTED] kids [REDACTED] absolutely thrive with IHLA.  My son has a won-
derful support team between his teacher, [REDACTED], SpEd teacher, [REDACTED], 
and myself.    My daughter has her brother to model after, myself, and her teacher as 
well!   Both of them are [REDACTED] and ahead intellectually many areas... but struggle 
on [REDACTED] other developmental areas.   This program allows them to thrive and go 
beyond simple success because we can tailor it to their needs and their learning styles... 
and the curriculum that works best for them!   I spent hundreds of hours researching 
diff erent programs and diff erent brick and mortar schools before choosing IHLA [RE-
DACTED].... and there is no possibility for the success they’ve had any other way than 
this IHLA model.   

———

My [REDACTED] out of the box learners were given amazing opportunities during the 
years they attended their virtual schools for IHLA. It gave me a team that supported 
me as I trudged through IEP’s, met specialists, all while continuing to educate my older 
daughter who was very advanced. My homeroom teacher celebrated when my youngest 
daughter met a milestone, and my oldest daughter’s teachers would regularly reach out 
letting me know how she was doing.  

———

My [REDACTED] were attending [REDACTED] at a local charter school that prioritizes 
standardized testing and being able to increase testing scores. That is quite literally the 
only thing that they focus on and their schools brag about [REDACTED] testing scores 
in the state. They pit kids against each other by creating leader boards to show who’s test 
scores are moving up vs. who’s are going down and they display it for the entire class to 
see starting [REDACTED]. My [REDACTED] son was so worried about making sure his 
testing scores were improving [REDACTED]. His class had 30 children and no teacher 
helper. My [REDACTED] son was having accidents at school [REDACTED] because the 
teacher wouldn’t allow him to go to the bathroom. I pulled my kids out [REDACTED] 
and we have never looked back. They’re doing so much better now. My kids are in a local 
Christian homeschooling pod [REDACTED] and do homeschool with them [REDACT-
ED] with their curriculum. [REDACTED], they go to outdoor school [REDACTED]. It has 
been such an amazing experience for them to be outside all day, outside of a classroom 
and actively learning [REDACTED]. [REDACTED] All of my kids are actively in sports as 
well and they get to focus on specialized one-on-one training [REDACTED] that makes 
them better athletes.  

———

My child is not enrolled to go there for 2025-2026 school year  

———
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My child received a personalized education that he is excited about. He gets to partic-
ipate in more activities that interest him and it’s more feasible for us to participate in 
those activities because of the funding (for example: gymnastics, wrestling, museums, 
etc.). He gets to be taught in a one-on-one situation because a parent is there to guide his 
learning and help him whenever he needs help. He is excelling in this program. And he 
loves that he can socialize with kids at extracurricular activities but can also spend time 
with his family during the day. The best of both worlds!  

———

My child was extremely behind in public school and was not catching up. She is still 
behind, but has shown more growth at home with her and I, one on one, than when I was 
helping in the public classroom.  

———

My child was struggling in public school due to the fact that he is profoundly gifted [RE-
DACTED].  In [REDACTED] grade he was going to the [REDACTED] grade classroom 
for math and was still not being challenged.  [REDACTED].  I strongly feel that ALL chil-
dren have the right to learn, and my child was sitting in the classroom for 7 hours a day 
without learning.  Enrolling in IHLA allowed us to personalize his learning so that he is 
being challenged and learning at his speed and level.  It has also allowed him to continue 
in the special education program, [REDACTED] to work on the skills that he is lacking.  
[REDACTED].  These extra resources we would not receive if we had gone the traditional 
homeschooling route and are resources that are vital to his growth and development at 
this time. 

———

My children are developing and growing with the program. They have learned life skills 
and good work ethics. The course work given by the teachers is challenging and encour-
ages them to grow. The teachers do an amazing job in helping my children understand 
when they are confused and need more support. 

———

My children are excelling via the IHLA model. There is no other option, public or private, 
that would meet their needs in this way. If IHLA were to cease, my children would return 
to traditional homeschool. 

———

My children don’t do well on standard testing and I feel like it’s being required to teach 
around the testing  

———

My children enjoyed the homeschooling programs and paste of studying.  

———
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My children have benefi ted so many things due to IHLA. They are a great support for 
their learning.  

———

My children learn better at home but still being tied to a school to help guide them and 
mom. It also keeps us on a schedule. The funding is individualized to my children’s 
growth and needs and it will help bring them opportunity I could not otherwise bring 
them. My girls are happy. They are thriving. My goal as their mom is to help them be-
come the most they can become in this life. I don’t want to raise daughters without com-
mon sense or a sense of how the world around them works. My dreams and hopes for 
them are higher than the average public school, and I’m deeply grateful for the chance 
we have to learn and grow together in this life. It helps our family bond and builds my 
children into confi dent, independent thinking, hard working individuals that will go 
forth and be a blessing to society, not a burden. 

———

My children need this program. Being schooled at home with IDLA is the best environ-
ment for not only my children’s learning but also their emotional well-being and mental 
health. A one-size fi ts all approach of public or private school classroom works for some 
but not for all. My children shouldn’t have to suff er because they don’t fall within the 
middle of their class academically. Of course there are services that children with learn-
ing diff erences can access, however, they need to be so far below the standard before 
they will receive any intervention. Even with interventions, many children will still have 
signifi cant anxiety while trying to learn in a classroom environment. 

———

My daughter has done exceptionally well on all state testing and requirements. She is an 
example that this program does work. 

———

My daughter has grown a great deal from being apart of IHLA.  She is more independent 
and can speak for herself and at the same time learns.  This has given her the fl exibility 
to get a job and do her schoolwork at the same time.  This has been an amazing experi-
ence for her.  

———

My daughter has had so many more opportunities since being home schooled. She’s in 
horse back riding lessons, which I never would’ve done if she was still in public school. 
The Supplemental funds give so much more unique experiences. 

———
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My daughter has loved the program. She participates in a lot of STEM and nature orient-
ed clubs that are not part of regular schooling and we would not do in traditional home-
schooling. She has thrived with non-traditional schooling and is ahead in both math and 
reading. 

———

My daughter learned more in (mathematics specifi cally)two weeks at IHLA than she 
did in public school, during her [REDACTED] year. We have administrators (public 
school) that are not transparent with parents, cover up and LIE about potential dangers 
on campus, and do not follow researched based curriculum. Additionally, the misman-
agement of special education and the continuum of programs is putting students at risk 
being in the same classroom with students that pose a risk to other students. This is due 
to the fear of suspensions (leading to a manifestation determination)and the hesitancy of 
addressing behaviors for fear of reporting to the state. 

As someone who has taught in [REDACTED]; IHLA has proven  to be more in compli-
ance and care more about following federal and state laws in regard to students with 
disabilities. 

There is a real ‘Good Ol’ Boys Club’ within the smaller districts in Idaho and that needs 
to be addressed. Please, hold smaller districts accountable.  

———

My daughter struggle greatly with math. She was just pushed through the system in 
public school never learning anything except how to get an ok test score. I started home-
schooling and learned she has [REDACTED]. She is very slow to learn but is actually get-
ting it now that I am able to teach her at home. The funding with Braintree has made it 
possible for us to purchase the very expensive curriculum that is helping her understand 
math. She will always have low test Scores because she is not working at grade level and 
the test doesn’t allow her to test where she actually is. If you want to see growth from 
tests they need to fi t each individual child where they are. The tests don’t do that. So 
teaching to a standardized test takes away from actual learning. Braintree never pushed 
test scores until legislation made them. Please let us teach our children not waist learn-
ing time with standardized tests.  

———

My daughter was behind in all subjects when she attended public school. Since we 
started IHLA she has improved so much. According to the state tests, she is on grade 
level now. The personalized attention from me and her teacher providing support and 
resources has been the turning point in her education. 

———

My daughter works very hard and is a straight-A student. She is motivated to work hard, 
complete her course work, and work a part-time job as well as participate in sports. 
IHLA allows her to study early in the morning and late at night, as her schedule permits.  

———
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My daughter would be thriving like she is if it weren’t for IHLA.  I know we are one of 
many families that feels this way.  

———

My daughter would not have fi tted in a brick-and-mortar school. She would have been 
overlooked by teachers and bullied by students.  

———

My daughter, who is neurodivergent, has grown leaps and bounds since attending this 
school. I have been able to tailor her learning needs to help her learn and grow without 
stifl ing her love of learning. She has the best general education and special education 
teachers, who have been instrumental in supporting her in her educational journey. 
I work in our local school district [REDACTED], and I can say with certainty that my 
daughter would not have received the same support in our local school district as she has 
received with IHLA. When we started our journey with IHLA, she was in [REDACTED] 
grade and performing at about a [REDACTED] grade level due to her developmental dis-
ability. Today, she is in [REDACTED] grade and is performing at grade level and beyond 
for reading. For math and writing, she is at about a [REDACTED] grade in math and 
around [REDACTED] grade in writing. We are thankful for the support we have received 
through IHLA. 

———

My daughters are thriving.  I know their education is well rounded.  I know they are 
learning so much that may not come through on these state testing, but I do not doubt 
for one second that they are getting what they need.

There is concern about the funding being used appropriately.  Everything is approved.  
We are not using the money is shady ways.  I get a lot of my curriculum (which is amaz-
ing curriculum) for low or no cost.  That allows me to use my funding for extra-curric-
ulars.  Things they would get in the traditional public school setting - P.E., music, art, 
etc.  I am able to give them that well rounded education because of this.  If the money 
goes away, for my family, that will take away options from my children that children in 
public schools get.  But if funding goes away, that will be something that will just have to 
happen.  We will not go to a traditional public school.  We will homeschool should that 
happen and the state will no longer get to have the bit of control over us that they have.  
But worse, children who do need the therapies that IHLA off ers will lose those.  Most 
families have sacrifi ced a lot to work with their children one on one and will not put them 
in public schools.  Those children with IEPs or 504s will suff er.  School choice should 
be an option.  A parent should be able to look at their family and children and do what 
they think is best for them.  Keeping IHLA as an option will actually make the traditional 
public school stronger! 

———
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My daughter’s experience has been wonderful. She has performed higher on her state 
testing from when she was in public school. We take education very seriously and I ap-
preciate having the ability and support to use the curriculum that I think fi ts best for my 
child. 

———

My experience had been wonderful and I appreciate our program since it’s the only way 
for me to receive some home education funds through the State. However, the  state wide 
testing that is required hasn’t been the most accurate refl ection of my child’s actual ac-
ademic abilities. This is not IHLA’s fault. The funds are nice to have but if requirements 
for reporting as well as restrictions on resources ever become more burdensome then 
they are then it might not be worth it in the future. Home education takes a lot of time 
out of my schedule as it is. I can go without the funds if I had to. I live rurally and will 
never put my kids in a brick and mortar school.  

———

My experience has been 100% positive. I appreciate my students being able to be part-
time enrolled as well on years that they have other educational opportunities to take ad-
vantage of. The fl exibility and outstanding support for each individual student has been 
just what our family has needed. 

———

My experience has been great. I think the legislature should stop looking at standardized 
testing scores and if possible come up with a better method to see academic progress 
with IHLA students. Most people who choose to home educate their families see how bad 
standardized testing is and don’t make it a priority but their students out perform public 
school students in other areas.  

———

My experience has been positive and with recent changes to grant money, this program 
is one of my families last lifelines for funding my children’s education.  

———

My experience has been positive. They are transparent about expectations, funding, 
and what they are doing at times to be effi  cient. I like the teachers and administrators 
and how much they care. I appreciate the access to funds that supplement my children’s 
learning experience. I appreciate the in-person and virtual fi eld trips. The online teachers 
my children have had have put in much eff ort to teach my kids and I am grateful for the 
few classes they have taken.  

———
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My experience has been very pleasant. I have found our assigned teacher to be very help-
ful and the resources provided very useful. The funds have been of great assistance in 
proving helpful curriculum and learning tools for my children.  

———

My experience has been VERY POSITIVE.  The funding is a huge blessing, although I be-
lieve it should be much higher and not just reimbursement for $ spent, but also factoring 
in the time and attention of the parent educator.  

They should also oversee the public school outcomes with as much or more vigor as they 
are pursuing IHLA.  

There should be more freedom in education.  Test scores do not score emotional intelli-
gence or health and a lot of other things.  They just show English and Math scores on a 
test, when students may be at a diff erent place in Math for instance and have forgotten 
some of what is on the test.  We have never studied to the test in our home, but my chil-
dren have always tested well above average. Just because some are not testing high, does 
not mean the program is bad.  Parents should be trusted to seek the best education for 
their children and the tax dollars we pay should follow our child, not a school district.   

———

My experience with IHLA has been amazing and we love it. My child has made many 
surpassed all her learning goals and studying from home has allowed her to be free from 
the distractions of other students in other brick and mortar schools. IHLA has wonderful 
teachers and by far better resources for learning goals than other schools that my other 
children had attended.  

———

My experience with IHLA has been positive & I would recommend IHLA to friends & 
family looking to homeschool.  The available funds are also much appreciated.  

———

My experience with IHLA has been so wonderful, and my kids are thriving in every 
respect. My experience with the state, however, has been annoying and disappointing. 
Pushing kids to perform like machines instead of treating them like little human beings. 
Kids should be in a supportive environment in which they can blossom, instead shoved 
into a soulless standard that beats out a child’s desire to learn.  

———

My experience with IHLA was mostly positive. I think some of the staff  were becoming 
overworked, and the paperwork was taking away from my time with my children, but 
otherwise it was good. I appreciate what it does for homeschooling parents in Idaho.  

———
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My experience with my children in IHLA has been overwhelmingly positive. I have felt 
supported and know that the staff  and teachers are passionate about helping families and 
making sure students are able to learn well at home. Learning at home is highly import-
ant to us and being able to tap into resources through IHLA is enriching our learning 
experience. 

Taking away home learning funding does not support many Idahoans who pay taxes 
and feel that public school is lacking the structure and focus of how children best learn 
- small class sizes/one-to-one learning, fl exibility for physical movement throughout 
the day, not only learning with children their own age, and shorter school days. [RE-
DACTED] of my children are [REDACTED] ahead of their age because of the fl exibility of 
learning at their own pace. IHLA has supported their growth and our learning at home.  

———

My experience with the legislator regarding Idaho Home learning Academy is that 
they’re not really familiar with what it does. Special services such as speech therapy are 
very important to our family and a big reason why we continue to do Idaho home learn-
ing Academy. [REDACTED]

We are grateful for the support that we received through Idaho Home Learning Acade-
my. The teachers are great and I can tell that they care about my kids. If it becomes more 
restrictive though, we will just go back to normal homeschooling. 

———

My family adores this program. My kids have been able to graduate with their Associate 
Degree [REDACTED] thanks to the available funds. They’re now successfully studying 
[REDACTED] and on their way to success ([REDACTED] kids in IHLA HS and [RE-
DACTED] junior high). We owe our thanks to this awesome program!! 

———

My family and I are truly grateful for the opportunity to use supplemental funds to sup-
port our homeschooling. What I value most is having more quality time with my children 
during the day. They grow up so quickly, and it is such a blessing to watch them learn 
and develop in a calm environment. Being able to spend time with them during their 
best, most focused hours-rather than only at the end of the day when they are already 
overstimulated-has been an incredible gift. 

———

My family and I have had nothing but a great experience with IHLA. 

———

My family had a good experience when we were involved. I have had a good experience 
for [REDACTED] years as a teacher, as well. 

———
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My family has loved using Idaho home learning Academy as our school has created 
freedom for my children to grow and learn and love to learn. We pulled our [REDACT-
ED] grader out of public school being told he was doing great coming to fi nd out. My 
[REDACTED] grader didn’t know the months of the year. He didn’t know that a capital 
begins a sentence and a punctuation mark ends a sentence with that being said, I feel like 
we have made the right choice as a family to choose IHLA so we can grow and nourish a 
good learning foundation. 

———

My family is one of many, many Idahoans who live in remote, rural areas. Without vir-
tual school, my child would be forced to either homeschool through high school, which 
is not ideal as my husband and I are not certifi ed high school teachers, live with relatives 
during the school week in order to attend school in a diff erent community, or [REDACT-
ED] to the nearest in-person high school; travel that would be treacherous during the 
winter months. Virtual school was the best option for our family, ensuring we still get to 
participate in our child’s daily life, she can focus her time on her schoolwork and activi-
ties rather than traveling to and from school, and she still has access to an Idaho public 
high school education with certifi ed high school teachers. 

What drew us to IHLA versus other virtual school options was the in-person get to-
gethers off ered monthly, the fl exibility in when our child can complete her work which 
enables us to custom tailor her schedule to fi t her needs, and the fact that, [REDACTED], 
I have personally worked with and been impressed by teachers that work for IHLA. We 
value that she will graduation with a diploma from an Idaho public school. 

While the supplemental learning funds were not a deciding factor, we very much appre-
ciate that they help to ensure our daughter has access to needed technology and materi-
als in order to complete her schoolwork, especially now that the Legislature has ended 
the Empowering Parents Grant.

IHLA is a critical program for our family, enabling us to live in rural Idaho, contribute to 
our community and raise our children, and still ensure our daughter gets a quality high 
school education.   

———

My family is very grateful for this program. The funds have helped in the learning and 
experiences we have been able to enjoy! 

My children have been able to attend a private school because of this program some 
years and we have used it for homeschool other years. We have learning disabilities in 
our home which has made some parts of learning challenging for my kids, but with the 
help of the funds we received from this program we have had the fl exibility to give them 
the best options for their learning needs from year to year. 

———
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My homeroom teacher is very supportive and prompt to address my questions and 
concerns. I am thankful to have her as my homeroom teacher. However, so far the Amira 
testing seems way too advanced for a kindergartner just entering into school. While I un-
derstand the need for assessments, expecting a kindergartener just starting with school 
to tell back which sounds she hears on a timed test is stressful and does not facilitate 
growth in the process of learning, which takes time.  

———

My husband and I have always homeschooled our kids. [REDACTED] with the intent 
to be a public school teacher and then chose not to participate in the public schools and 
teach my kids at home instead. I love people and community, so we have always been 
very active. IHLA is a wonderful community. We’re glad to be a part of it and love our 
teacher and the other parents that we have met.  

———

My kids have been thriving, and having all sorts of additional help, resources, and en-
couragement that they would not have otherwise. Public school absolutely cannot and 
does not off er what my particular kids need, and if IHLA gets shut down or starts having 
too many requirements due to legislature, we will go back to homeschool. We would have 
much less money to put towards their education, and less help with their special needs, 
but they still would have much more success than they ever could at public school. It is 
not, and never could be an option for us. 

———

My kids now love to learn, feel confi dent, are engaged, and feel safe. They have freedom 
to learn inn a way that works along side their disabilities  

———

My kids were bullied pretty severely at their (public charter) school and not much was 
ever done about it. I was very disappointed in how it was handled and ultimately made 
the decision to pull them out. Homeschooling would not have been an option if not for 
IHLA and my kids would have continued to suff er. Their mental health was hit pretty 
hard with the bullying and removing them from that environment made it so much bet-
ter.  

———

My kids would still be educated at home sand IHLA but IHLA has provided the benefi t of 
having so much more in their education. They go on fi eld trips, participate in extracurric-
ular activities, have access to supplemental programs and have access to a teacher to ask 
questions from if mom can’t help. I do also appreciate the experience in testing as it is a 
life skill they will need later on. Some of these public school things they just would not 
get exposed to without IHLA.  

———
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My husband and I recently withdrew our children from Braintree Academy (formerly 
Tech Trep Academy), a for-profi t entity contracted with Idaho Home Learning Academy 
(IHLA), after learning our children are considered virtual public school students. As you 
are aware, this means that we did not receive the government protections aff orded to ho-
meschoolers. Additionally, we were not aware that Braintree (as well as other programs 
like Home Ed 360, Harmony, Overture, etc.) is a for-profi t, third-party company that is 
exploiting our children to take money away from public schools for their own benefi t. 

Public dollars are being sent to for-profi t, privatized educational institutions that do not 
personally employ the teachers who work with their students. For example, teachers 
who oversee Braintree students are paid by the Oneida School District. Braintree and 
other similar entities do not fund teacher salaries, pay for buildings, etc. After throwing a 
carrot of around $1,700-$1,800 per student to families (a minuscule amount compared 
to the whole amount they receive per student), they are simply pocketing the remaining 
taxpayer dollars their institution receives for each student with minimal costs, thereby 
signifi cantly reducing money invested in students.

These unethical business practices are unacceptable. Even though our family homes-
chools, we also value strong public education. My husband and I both attended public 
school (as did our parents and grandparents). I believe it is essential to protect the integ-
rity of our public schools by ensuring that public funds remain where they are intended 
within the public school system.

Public schools serve the vast majority of Idaho’s children and play a critical role in shap-
ing our communities and our future workforce. Diverting taxpayer dollars away from 
public education weakens the very institutions that provide equitable opportunities for 
all students, regardless of their background or fi nancial status.

While online public education can be a great asset to families in Idaho, current practices 
employed by for-profi t institutions contracted with IHLA impede successful student edu-
cation (evidenced by consistently lower test scores than in-person counterparts). 

Please do all you can to keep public funds in public schools. 

———

My oldest child attended [REDACTED] before I pulled him to homeschool. When I later 
learned about Tech Trep Academy through IHLA, I was thrilled to be able to expand our 
resources. My son, after his brief stint at public school, was having serious self confi -
dence issues, [REDACTED]. To be able to utilize funds to give him an incredibly fulfi lling 
education that built him up rather than tearing him down (regardless of good intentions) 
was amazing. The passing of the School Choice bill implies the state would like to see 
MORE kids receive a customized, enriching education, but the way I have seen these pro-
grams become more and more restrictive and provide less and less ability for customized 
education tells a diff erent story. It has been disconcerting watching my children receive 
less useful support from the state in receiving an education that sets them up to be a 
well-rounded citizen capable of contributing to society. 

———
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My oldest child would easily fall through the cracks of a brick and mortar SpEd program. 
He would spend the majority of his days in a resource room, despite the fact that he is ca-
pable of learning with his peers and doing grade level work. Additionally, the extra set of 
eyes on his education and support from the SpEd department has really helped with his 
future outside of academics. His case managers have supported him [REDACTED]. [RE-
DACTED] will always be capable of more than what his diagnosis on paper says, and the 
team we have supporting him at IHLA sees that and continues to raise the bar for him.

We came to IHLA after [REDACTED] independent homeschooling. Having the ability 
to purchase curriculum and learning tools, as well as provide [REDACTED] and our 
other students with learning experiences outside of lessons have been vital for their 
socialization skills, as well as the opportunity to be coached and taught by others. The 
fl exibility of schedule for us means [REDACTED] is also able to have outside, private 
therapies---something key to his growth and independence. Additionally, [REDACTED] 
is reading and writing far beyond grade level. She has been part of IHLA [REDACTED] 
so standardized tests are just part of our ‘have to do’ list so we have the ability to ‘get to 
do’ activities like [REDACTED]. [REDACTED] joined [REDACTED] and has discovered 
a love of reading and math. He is currently reading above grade level and his math skills 
are moving him more toward [REDACTED].

A brick and mortar school presents so many challenges for our family, especially having 
a medically fragile child. [REDACTED] spent time in the hospital [REDACTED] and 
was able to get course work done without penalty or truancy---because I prioritize their 
work at home. He attended developmental pre-k in [REDACTED] district [REDACTED], 
and [REDACTED] he missed approximately [REDACTED] weeks of school due to ill-
ness [REDACTED]. There are always going to be people who take advantage of systems. 
One of the things we teach the kids at home is that integrity is doing the right thing even 
when no one is watching. My hope is that the families who are doing the right thing with 
these programs outweigh the people who make poor choices. [REDACTED] I am all too 
familiar with people gaming the system and making it a challenge for those of us with 
integrity to help provide for our kids. 

We truly appreciate all of the opportunities that IHLA has aff orded us as a family. We 
had several large and unexpected expenses last year, and to know that the kids would 
still be able to continue their activities ([REDACTED]) as well as have our curriculum 
reimbursed was a huge relief. 

I do not take for granted that I have the ability to teach my kids at home, and my hope 
is to be able to continue [REDACTED] next year [REDACTED]. We have always fulfi lled 
our commitments to this program and continue to do so, even with the changes from 
year to year. I appreciate the time you have taken to read my feedback and am available 
to discuss further if necessary. [REDACTED] Thank you. 

———
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My oldest child is now attending a private high school where she has maintained a [RE-
DACTED] GPA and my youngest is currently in [REDACTED] grade with [REDACTED]. 
Both my kids are well rounded keeping up with school work, helping others and doing 
household chores such as mowing lawn, gardening and doing their own laundry.  With-
out the opportunity aff orded us by IHLA my kids would have not been the well rounded 
personable kids they are today.  

———

My son absolutely loves the freedom of being home and learning at his pace. We have 
been able to explore so many diff erent interests. This program is huge for us and many 
others. There may be some bad eggs out there who aren’t using it to its full potential and 
the kids who benefi t should not be punished for that. Everyone learns diff erently and the 
freedom and fl exibility that we have found through IHLA is crucial.  

———

My son has [REDACTED].  He would not thrive in a regular classroom.  He does thrive 
in the setting we provide as members of IHLA.  I can fulfi ll my son’s needs as they come, 
give him breaks as he needs, and I have instant support from his teacher whenever I 
need.  For instance, when he didn’t understand a lesson I taught, I reached out to his 
teacher who sent us a link to a great resource that described the concept in a diff erent 
way, and he got it.  If my son were not in IHLA, he would be homeschooled, but would be 
severely lacking because we don’t have the budget that we get with his educational funds.  
Based on knowing my son, he would not thrive in a regular public school classroom, 
therefore in order to meet his developmental, educational, and sensory needs, he would 
stay home, and not have nearly as many opportunities for socialization or educational 
needs as he does with IHLA.  But, all school districts would lose his funding, because he 
would not be in the public system.  Please keep our school.  My [REDACTED] grader and 
I will keep fi ghting for him to get the best education, and I believe this is it for his indi-
vidual needs.  

———

My son has done amazing since moving him to this school. His grades, confi dence, and 
overall well being has greatly improved and he isn’t scared anymore 

———

My son is doing much better now that he’s schooled at home after getting [REDACTED] 
from the horrible classroom experience he had in a traditional public school. My kids are 
able to learn so much more each day, while also being able to be outside and explore the 
world daily. They are learning about real life, and are going to be better prepared when 
they graduate.  

———



 156 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Parent Responses

My son is in [REDACTED] grade now with [REDACTED] for the past [REDACTED] 
years ([REDACTED]) and he got [REDACTED] when he was at IHLA. He took some 
classes while at his current school online [REDACTED] (that partners with his high 
school) and he used [REDACTED] with them but the workload was perfect.  I liked IHLA 
but neither of my kids liked the workload. I told the administration that it was too much 
but I don’t know if they changed anything or not 

———

My son is on an IEP. In the regular public school system, he was just passed from one 
grade level to another. When we started with IHLA in [REDACTED] grade, he was read-
ing at a [REDACTED] level. He is now a [REDACTED] grader and is almost reading at 
grade level. Last year, he grew 3 entire grade levels in reading. He is still behind in math, 
but IHLA allows him to work where he is and he is making great strides to being on 
grade level by the end of next year! This is all thanks to our amazing teachers and staff ! 

———

My son was not learning in public school ([REDACTED]) due to behavioral issues on his 
end, and other’s distracting behavioral issues as well. He would be sent home and ex-
pected to do all of the classwork that he did not get done due to being so distracted and 
little classroom control. They told me they couldn’t even get him to do [REDACTED] and 
that I needed to provide that as well and they would provide the resources.  This was not 
okay.  With IHLA, I have been able to continue to get his IEP [REDACTED] and then 
[REDACTED] which has gone so so well. He has gone up [REDACTED] grade levels in 
reading in [REDACTED] years due to the help from IHLA, and the individualized edu-
cation I have been able to provide. I have been able to fi nd the best curriculums for his 
learning style and he is thriving now.  

———

My son with special needs literally learned to talk because we are part of IHLA.  

———

My son would not be the productive, strong adult he is today if he had attended public 
school. He struggled as a younger child [REDACTED]. I was forced to take him home 
from public school [REDACTED]. He was expected to act like a robot, was told by his 
teacher that he would never be able to read, and many other hard things. I decided to ho-
meschool him and help him become an amazing adult. IHLA helped us every step of the 
way [REDACTED]. I recommend their programs to everyone I talk to. IHLA cares about 
each student and their education success. My [REDACTED] older daughters attended 
public school and they have commented several times that my son has learned so much 
more than they learned through school. IHLA has the best teachers, counselors, and 
administration that I’ve experienced, especially in the high school. They need to continue 
doing what they know best for the success of all their students.   

———
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My son’s education and social opportunities have increased dramatically with the sup-
ports off ered through this program. We did public school, and he was physically hurt, 
ignored, denied access to food and FAPE. It made us miserable. [REDACTED]. We had 
to fi ght for basic needs. Since we have started homeschooling, he is now [REDACTED], 
reading, adding, subtracting, multiplying, writing, potty trained, [REDACTED], his [RE-
DACTED] has improved, and [REDACTED]. This program off ers some relief fi nancially. 
I have been paying out of pocket for years. We moved to Idaho to ensure my son had the 
best opportunity for educational and emotional growth and this program off ers that. We 
will not return to a brick-and-mortar regardless of what the legislators decide.  

———

My student has blossomed with the fl exibility of his learning schedule and he enjoys 
school now 

———

My student is developing a growth-mindset through the guide of Braintree and our 
homeroom teacher. The supplemental learning funds have been so incredibly valuable 
to my daughter’s educational success and growth. For example, her homeroom teacher 
suggested listening to audiobooks to help with my daughter’s comprehension. Since Au-
dible is covered under the learning funds, we have access to so many classics and modern 
stories for children. This has also strengthened our bond, just sitting together listening to 
a story, pausing when needing to explain, or to check understanding, but it’s with some-
thing of true interest and meaning to life.  

———

My student is on an IEP [REDACTED]. Having her be a public school at home student 
has allowed us to have her [REDACTED] during the week that are vital to her success 
and to still fi t in her  academic time. She is thriving! I was overwhelmed with her diag-
nosis just before she began [REDACTED] last year but I received so much support and 
resources from IHLA that I have the confi dence to keep education my daughter at home. 
She is learning and growing in every way and I am so pleased with the course we have 
taken and how successful she has been.  

———

My students have had wonderful, rich learning experiences because of the resources that 
IHLA provides, especially in the K-8 level, and High School improves each year.  IHLA 
greatly improved our home learning lifestyle and we are thankful for their support. 

———
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My students would be independently homeschooled if it were not for IHLA. The funds 
provided by IHLA allow my students to have access to better curriculum for a better 
education. They also have support from teachers as well as accountability to meet state 
standards. Being enrolled in IHLA allows my [REDACTED] year old the fi nances to dual 
enroll [REDACTED]. He is [REDACTED] and has [REDACTED] college credits. His goal 
is to graduate high school with an associates degree [REDACTED]. We have been with 
IHLA for [REDACTED] years, and it has been a great experience. We have had wonder-
ful relationships with every teacher and really feel like the administration cares about 
our family and our educational success. Questions are answered promptly, and expecta-
tions are clearly communicated. We hope to continue with IHLA for many years to come.  

———

My two [REDACTED] daughters love the opportunity IHLA gives them to choose classes 
based on their personal interests. The teachers go above and beyond their duties to help 
students succeed. I don’t feel alone in providing education, resources, tools, and guid-
ance, because the IHLA team fully supports my kids and me.

I even off ered one of my daughters the option to return to a traditional school, and she 
told me: ‘No, Mom. This is the best education I could ask for. I can review the material 
as many times as I need, I get support from my teachers and counselors, and I’m able to 
focus on my education instead of social drama. For the fi rst time in a long time, I actually 
understand math.

It has been a great experience for us all. 

———

No complaints here. 

———

No it’s a great program for all [REDACTED] of my children  

———

No, but I’d be more than happy to speak in person if need be. 

———

No, I have nothing against them. 

———

No, thankful for this option.  

———

No.  Our teacher was great. 

———
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No; we’ve loved it. 

———

Not all kids are meant for the brick and mortar schools. Kids need options to learn. In-
cluding safe and positive learning environments. We love everything about IHLA and all 
it provides us.  

———

Not all kids learn the same. 

———

Not all students learn the same way. IHLA gives another option for families to help their 
students thrive in the least restrictive environment, a key part of the FAPE entitlements. 
IHLA is fi lled with staff  who truly want the best for their students, and parents who are 
deeply involved in their children’s lives and education. This school may not be the right 
fi t for everyone, but it is the best fi t for many!  

———

Not at this time.  We are very happy with how things are at this moment.   

———

Not enough money is passed to the parent versus the money that goes to the administra-
tion. 

———

Not with the IHLA. Please adjust the layout of the ISAT 

———

Off ering learning options in Idaho is one of the key components of our state and why a 
lot of families choose to live in Idaho.  

———

Once upon a time, it was far more successful.  When the politicians began monkeying 
with IHLA model and imposing meaningless ‘standards’ it became as unsuccessful and 
unnecessary as most brick and mortar public schools. 

———

Other than having to do the state testing, I really do think they do a great job. They have 
a lot of options for curriculum and ways to teach. I do wish they would vet their teach-
ers a bit better. That is another reason why I decided to disenroll. The stipend program 
is not worth having my child’s education watched over by someone who is IMHO, off  
they’re rocker (‘woke’).  

———
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Our [REDACTED] years with IHLA have been wonderful, and our involvement with 
Home Ed 360 is by far the best educational experience we have had in our [REDACTED] 
years of educating our children at home.  Home Ed 360 off ers a supportive teaching and 
admin team.  Anytime I have asked our teacher or the admin for help with anything, I 
have received rapid support to ensure my students are getting the best out of their educa-
tion.  Our teacher, [REDACTED], supports and celebrates my students, she supports me 
as their educator, and she is wonderful part of our home education team.  I understand 
that state legislators are worried about funding being misused.  Many families use their 
funding for music lessons or sports fees.  These are things that public schools off er (or 
should off er) students in a traditional setting, so they should not be considered extras.  
Many educators also understand the important link between physical activity and a 
child’s ability to focus, so many home educators prioritize their funds into physical activ-
ities (martial arts, dance, gym memberships, etc.) so that their students have a healthy 
and expansive opportunity to be physically active in their school schedule.  

After the legislative meetings that happened last Spring where the future of IHLA was 
debated, many of the families within IHLA came together to discuss what they would do 
if IHLA went away.  I observed many of these conversations, and in every single instance, 
every single family stated they would withdraw completely and return to traditional ho-
meschool.  Every family, every student.  If the goal is for legislators to see progress of the 
students, the action of restricting funding or removing programs like Home Ed 360 all 
together will remove many students from the state’s vantage point.   

———

Our daughter has been through [REDACTED] years at a brick and mortar school within 
the [REDACTED]. The brick and mortar school was not working for her. She was diag-
nosed with [REDACTED], and although the schools did what they could with what they 
had (504 Plan), it still wasn’t a good experience. Her entire brick and mortar school 
career became a battle to learn. [REDACTED]. The classroom was not conducive to her 
learning style or environment. Once we started Idaho Home Learning Academy her test 
scores were brought ABOVE grade level with parent curriculum choice. She is thriving 
and above grade level for math and language arts. I gained confi dence from Idaho Home 
Learning Academy to give my children what the brick and mortar public school could 
not, individualized learning.  

———

Our experience at IHLA through Tech Trep allowed us to teach our children at home 
with real support. Our children received exceptional curricula and we received mentor-
ship and accountability without sacrifi cing our autonomy or the needs of each of our 
learners. 

———
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Our experience has been a positive one. My children have been able to receive an educa-
tion that’s tailored to them, with a schedule fl exible enough to allow them to pursue their 
own interests and talents. They have been able to develop close bonds with family and 
are less stressed and much happier than when they attended public school. I’m grateful 
that IHLA exists and has provided support fi nancially and with educational questions.  

———

Our experience has been good overall. I like the control we have over the curriculum. I 
think standardized testing is terrible and doesn’t take the true measure of student learn-
ing.  

———

Our experience has been great and has met the specifi c and individual learning needs of 
my children. These needs are not met in a public school setting.  

———

Our experience has been outstanding so far with Idaho Home Learning Academy.  The 
support and resources have far exceeded our expectations.  

———

Our experience with IHLA has been all good. The teachers keep in constant communi-
cation and are always available for questions. They work hard to give good feedback on 
work samples and keep us moving along at a good pace. I love the accountability and 
opportunities it provides that we otherwise would not have the chance for. 

———

Our experience with IHLA has been truly fantastic, and this style of learning has been 
truly benefi cial for our child. He can learn at his own pace, and we can teach him using 
programs of our choosing...and in ways that are more engaging than what is taught in 
in-person schools. 

In-person public schooling puts all students in one box and expects them to learn the 
same way...but schooling is not a one-size-fi ts-all. And that is one of my favorite things 
about IHLA.  

———

Our experience with IHLA has been wonderful! I was planning on homeschooling my 
kids all along, but IHLA funding has made it even better! They are able to take lessons 
and classes that normally we would not be able to aff ord. It is a HUGE blessing to be able 
to allow them to have those experiences and learn the skills they have learned from each 
class. IHLA has paid for swimming lessons, P.E., cooking classes, art classes, dance les-
sons, and so much more! I also never had to worry about buying books and other mate-
rials (pencils, scissors, markers, glue, paper, etc.) for my children’s education because of 
having specifi c funding for it! 

———
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Our experience with IHLA has been wonderful.  My oldest daughter was in a local public 
school in our neighborhood for [REDACTED] years.  She was often ‘lost in the shuffl  e’ 
in her classes and could not always keep up with the fast pace of her classes.  She needs 
extra time to think, work, and practice new concepts.  This is not always possible in a 
classroom full of students.  I taught in brick-and-mortar public schools in [REDACTED] 
for [REDACTED] years.  As a former classroom teacher, I know students do not all learn 
the same way.  A classroom setting is not the best situation for all students, and IHLA is 
providing a wonderful opportunity for students to learn in ways that are a better fi t for 
some students.  Over the years, districts all across Idaho have been looking for ways to 
off er diff erent learning opportunities to students through ‘schools of choice.’  This is ex-
actly what IHLA is doing as well.  This is a unique choice that allows parents and IHLA to 
work together to teach students.  I would love the Legislature to focus on student learn-
ing and growth for IHLA students and not student test scores. Thank you for taking the 
time to listen to IHLA staff , teachers, families, and students. 

———

Our experience with IHLA has largely been positive. My biggest complaint at the mo-
ment is forcing students and families to ‘teach to the test’ by requiring us to participate in 
Almira monthly (essentially) so they can make their test scores look better in the spring.  

———

Our experience with IHLA over the past [REDACTED] years has been exceptional. We 
really hope and pray it continues! My son who was diagnosed with [REDACTED] has 
particularly benefi tted. He has an IEP and works with teachers via zoom every week, but 
is also able to do most of his studies at home at his own pace. This has greatly helped him 
as he was often overwhelmed in the daily, brick and mortar, public school setting before 
we transferred to IHLA. Thank you for your continued support of this alternative form of 
education!  

———

Our experiences have been very positive, and the children are fi nding they like learning, 
they love the atmosphere, and enjoy the fi eldtrips and projects. As their mother, I love 
being able to meet each of my children’s needs and interests in ways that are positive and 
supportive.  

———

Our family [REDACTED] has been with IHLA [REDACTED]. My [REDACTED] is on 
track to graduate [REDACTED].  I am so grateful my children have opportunities to be 
challenged and foster their love to learn new things. As their mom I have an invested 
interest in their education and learning. 

———
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Our family deeply values the education funds, which have been a huge benefi t. However, 
everything surrounding them has become overly complicated-events, tests, submissions, 
and restrictions. There are simply too many rules and policies.

Homeschool families don’t need more red tape; we need trust and fl exibility. Please just 
provide the funds and allow us the freedom to use them in ways that best support our 
children’s education. Micro-managing families wastes everyone’s time. More freedom, 
less bureaucracy-that’s what homeschoolers need. 

———

Our family had an overwhelmingly positive experience during our year with IHLA. 

———

Our family has been able to access curriculum and opportunities we otherwise would 
not. It has been a blessing that our family, who is not served by the brick and mortar 
schools can access some of the opportunities paid for by our tax dollar.  

———

Our family has benefi ted greatly and would be disappointed to see it being restricted or 
taken away  

———

Our family has benefi ted greatly from enrollment in IHLA and having access to supple-
mental learning funds. We were already a homeschooling family, and the cost of curricu-
lum and supplies was a burden for us. Knowing we have access to the funds has allowed 
us to expand our kids’ learning goals, engage in fun and interesting extracurriculars, 
and acquire additional curriculum and reading material. The required portfolio submis-
sions help us plan our work without being overly restrictive; each student has options to 
demonstrate his own unique learning style. The required standardized testing has been 
our least favorite part of the program, but we understand it is a necessary component for 
participation.  

———

Our family has had a great experience so far with IHLA. Having a program like this in 
place has been benefi cial for my kids who have [REDACTED]. We knew early on that a 
public school setting would not be the best fi t for them and were grateful for the opportu-
nity to educate at home. IHLA has simply added to their learning by helping us as par-
ents meet educational goals for our children and providing activities for us to meet other 
families in our situation.   

———
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Our family would be fi ne in brick and mortar schools, but in IHLA we have thrived. We 
enjoy choosing what is important from our interests to educate our children. We have 
been grateful for a safe learning environment. Our children are able to learn from and 
have extraordinary examples in our community. We live and learn in a great area where 
we can pursue our interests. With IHLA our children are not constrained and have a 
bright future.  

———

Our kids attend a private learning academy part time, however it is not accredited with 
the state. Therefore, we rely on our participation in IHLA to make sure any potential 
gaps are being covered in the foundation of their education, and as our kids reach high 
school age, they are eligible to graduate and receive their diplomas. It’s an arrangement 
that has worked tremendously well for our family. 

———

Our kids would not go to public school if you took away IHLA or funding. We will contin-
ue to make due at home but with less support and critical fi nancial support. It would only 
be a negative outcome if IHLA was not supported by legislation. 

———

Our oldest daughter was miserable when she went to a public [REDACTED] school. Her 
learning suff ered due to bullying and being shy so she was not recognized by her teachers 
and was not learning at the rate that met her needs. She has since fl ourished and is very 
engaged with her education. [REDACTED]. Has learned important life skills. Has spent 
far more time with her family. Her younger siblings have emulated her in the sense that 
they are learning about educational concepts that are typically beyond their grade level. 
It has truly been a blessing for us and our children to be able to partake in this program 
and our children’s education and life skills have grown at a precipitous rate, compara-
tively.  

———

Our overall experience has been great. I do prefer to do most things at home as parent 
and student, it allows more one on one time which I appreciate. However, I do still like 
having the option to do a class online if I need to. 

———

Our state needs more options for supporting the wide variety of approaches to educate 
our children, not less. When you choose to use standardized testing results as the only 
measure of success you are failing to truly demonstrate that you care about children and 
their diverse needs. Brick and mortar schools are failing our children and when we have 
another option we shouldn’t be trying to force that program into the same box. A unique 
approach necessarily requires a unique assessment. 

———
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Over all it was a great program, I wish they would allow us to use the funding to pay for 
religious education.  

———

Over the last [REDACTED] years, the requirements have become increasingly unrea-
sonable, developmentally inappropriate, and inaccessible for neurodivergent students. 
We want to see IHLA return to their [REDACTED] standards, valuing the whole student 
more than their test scores.  

———

Overall it has been a hugely benefi cial experience for our family.  I suspect that if IHLA 
wasn’t an option, most of these families would still be doing school at home, but without 
the guidance or the learning funds.  I know I would still choose to homeschool.  But the 
learning funds and the guidance and experience of the teachers has enhanced our school 
at home and I am very grateful for it. 

———

Overall it was good. It did help our family with curriculum resources and teacher sup-
port.  

———

Overall it was positive, but I also outgrew the program. Idaho is a wonderful state in 
allowing for an open ended ability to educate our children. It is also a heavy responsibil-
ity to educate a child - whether at home or in the public school system. I was grateful for 
the time we were with the program as we did have [REDACTED] wonderful ‘homeroom’ 
teachers I was able to visit with. I appreciated the initial funds to set up our home well 
with an awesome printer, lots of art supplies, books, try various curriculum, and utilize 
funds for extracurricular lessons too. Stepping away from the program has been really 
nice though. We can dive into history timelines that don’t match up with a specifi c grade, 
or we can move ahead or go slower as needed in their subjects. Overall, the freedom to 
choose the best way to educate per family is ultimately the best spot to be in.  

———

Overall our experience was positive. I just decided the oversight outweighed the funding. 
Too much oversight for our family, that is why we left IHLA.   

———

Overall this is a great opportunity with quite a bit of fl exibility which I really appreciate.  

———

Overall was happy before the major changes 

———
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Overall we have found IHLA to be a positive experience. We like that our child receives 
standardized testing to state standards, and having teacher support when needed. We 
like the online events and the chance for our child to get out and have fi eld trips / events 
with other kids. Supplemental learning funds are critical to the future of any sort of dis-
tance learning, but we are open to alternatives for how those get distributed...but being 
able to aff ord extracurriculars/electives, sports, PE equipment or curriculum is import-
ant; these funds would otherwise be paying for these things in a public school setting, so 
it makes sense for online learners to be able to have access to the same fi nancial support 
from tax dollars. I could see some other ways these could be distributed, but for educa-
tional freedom in the state it needs to be done in a way that charter schools like Braintree 
can still operate. 

———

Overall we REALLY value IHLA and the opportunities it provides our family to be 
fl exible with the type of schooling that we choose! While we don’t have special needs 
students, I do know many families who choose to school at home due to special needs, 
learning disabilities, etc. where the brick-and-mortar system doesn’t work for them. 
IHLA really helps meet the needs of these families too! We don’t want these kids to be 
pushed away from the ‘norm’ but then not have a chance to have the same resources. 

———

Overall we’ve been very thankful to be a part of IHLA. We have one child without an IEP. 
She comes up with her own schedule and does great. She asks for help if she needs it. 
One who is in [REDACTED] with an IEP and has struggled hard. And one in [REDACT-
ED] with an IEP, who cannot do high school with IHLA. What happens to those kids who 
can’t do a brick and mortar school (for health and safety reasons) and can’t do the IHLA 
high school program? Where do they go for education? There seems to be no place for 
them.  

———

Overall, I loved having my kids in IHLA.  

———

Overall, I was not very happy Idaho home learning academy. There was never enough 
space for the fi eld trips in my area and seem like the same families were able to go on 
them and they were all buddy buddy with the fi eld trip coordinator.  

———
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Overall, I was VERY pleased with my experience with IHLA! I believe they did a good 
job off ering me and my students support. One of my kids has [REDACTED]. She was 
a struggling student for many years. However, with the help of the SPED program, her 
IHLA teachers, myself, and her hard work, she has become a strong student who is now 
[REDACTED]. You wouldn’t have expected that outcome based on her test scores in 
elementary school. However, due to the PERSONALIZED education she received using 
the best curriculum and resources available to her, she is now thriving! I truly believe she 
would have been left FAR behind had I placed her in a brick-and-mortar school with her 
peers when she was younger. I am grateful for the options like IHLA that provided valu-
able resources and funds, which allowed me to home educate my kids and help them fi nd 
great success! My child with [REDACTED] will graduate [REDACTED]. My other child is 
[REDACTED] and is working far above grade level. Programs like IHLA provide valuable 
support to many students and families! 

———

Overall, our experience with IHLA has been very positive. It has given us structure, 
accountability, and support that we would not otherwise have as a homeschool family. 
While I was never concerned about whether or not I was doing a good job preparing my 
kids for the future, knowing that there are teachers and administrators planning classes 
and reviewing work gives me and my kids confi dence that we aren’t missing anything 
that everyone else sees as important. My kids appreciate knowing that they will graduate 
with an accredited diploma and are ready for a college setting if that’s the direction they 
choose. I appreciate knowing that they are pushed in areas I probably wouldn’t have 
pushed them in because they are no longer just accountable to me, but to an entire team 
of educators. Not every class has been great, but I think that’s going to happen no matter 
what school they go to. There have always been ways to get help/resources to learn and 
succeed in their classes. Our oldest son felt well prepared for college in spite of never 
having stepped foot in a physical classroom prior to college. I believe a student’s educa-
tional success depends more on their ability and discipline and their support system at 
home than any program, whether IHLA or a traditional high school. In the absence of 
student determination and/or family support, I don’t think any school produces well ed-
ucated people. Because families get to be a huge part of education, IHLA gives students 
more opportunity to succeed than most schools. Although there are certainly hoops to 
jump through, I appreciate that we are not limited to boring, outdated, and ineff ective 
education models, but instead are able to fi nd ways to make learning meaningful and 
knowledge enduring. 

———

Overall, the experience was great with the teachers and most of the faculty they inter-
acted with. But, when my students attended, the Special Education Department was not 
consistent and changed the program several times within one school year. Students on 
IEPs and 504s should have more say in their education and not have to cater to a district 
policy that is harmful to their mental health or educational needs. The special education 
experience should feel more like a team and not trying to fi ght for simple, basic needs.  

———
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Overall, we are very pleased with IHLA! We love learning at home and also having the 
support and community of IHLA.  It helps us stay on track while also allowing us to cus-
tomize our education as we need.  If we were not able to do IHLA, we would NOT go back 
to public school. 

———

Overall, we loved our experience with Tech Trep (IHLA), we just found something that 
was less of a headache when it came to submissions. 

———

Parents have more interest in the success of their children than any government agen-
cy, school, or teacher, regardless of the best intentions or skill of those parties.  If Idaho 
embraced true school choice and allowed parents the ability to school children in the best 
way for the family and the child, not tied to test results, scores would naturally increase 
across the board.    

———

Parents want freedom to choose. If they want to enroll they will have to decide if they 
want to comply with the state testing and requirements.  I think children consistently low 
could be a warning sign. But ‘free money’ is never free.  

———

Please allow parents to continue to meet our kids where they are at. Realize many ‘ho-
meschooled’ IHLA kids struggled in traditional brick and mortar public schools before 
moving to IHLA or had known social or learning delays before ever starting public school 
and would likely be having worse results on state testing if their parents weren’t tailoring 
their curriculum to their needs. 

———

Please allow us to opt out of standardized testing. My family will never teach to the test. 
We asked to opt out last session or at least to have an improved test. Instead, they chose 
an AI circus for our kids to mandatorily participate in. The new test, Amira, is storing 
and profi ting from our children’s voices and data. It’s now an even more inaccurate rep-
resentation of our children’s knowledge and abilities.  

———

Please do not interfere with IHLA. It’s been life-giving and wonderful for our family and 
countless others. I used to be a public educator and I absolutely love the support, the re-
sources, and the ability to teach my kids in the best ways possible. My son is [REDACT-
ED], I’ve been able to use curriculum to support him on his specifi c needs. He would not 
be getting that level of support if he was in a public school.  

———
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Please do not take the option away from families, Mental health is a serious issue in 
young kids and this gives the opportunity to be able to have successful young children 

———

Please don’t change the laws regarding homeschool choices! 

———

Please don’t take it away! 

———

Please get rid of the bureaucracy. Trust parents more with knowing what is best for their 
child and how the funds are spent. 

———

Please keep the funding for this program. We need more alternatives for families to give 
their kids a good education 

———

Please keep these options available to homeschool parents. We do not teach to the test 
but my son still received a good score on his ISAT, well within the average range for all 
students.  

———

Please keep this program in tact. We don’t mind the testing in exchange for funds. My 
son with [REDACTED] has benefi ted from the fi nancial support for extracurricular activ-
ities. This year he is involved in [REDACTED], which is mainly what the funds are used 
for. He is enrolled in [REDACTED] and their rigorous curriculum and standards ensure 
that he is not one of the children falling behind.  

———

Please keep this program intact with all it’s current benefi ts. I know so many families 
that love the fl exibility and home learning model. The supplemental funds are so import-
ant to our students and community. We use them wisely and with purpose. The growth I 
have seen in my kids alone has been amazing to watch from their mental, emotional and 
physical health.  

———

Please keep this program- it is invaluable for children and families when they are navi-
gating situations that do not allow for typical school settings.  

———

Please keep this program. Our kids need it!  

———
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Please off er a paper test option for the standardized tests. The new test is such a high me-
dia stimulus either during or just before the test begins, research shows this stimulus to 
reduce child focus. 

———

Please realize IHLA and programs like it are places where independent homeschooling 
and public schooling are bridged in the community. We vote for levies to be passed in 
local schools, we support legislation that would impact our children who attend a virtual 
public school, we participate in sports and extracurriculars provided by our district, and 
we support those programs positively with our own time and resources. We would not 
have the desire or incentive to support our schools without this unique buy-in if we were 
independent homeschoolers. This is also a way for families to educate their children as 
they would like without sacrifi cing their educational quality or access to resources. Please 
also know that the children in our programs are not isolated. We have a huge, vibrant 
community fi lled with happy, well-regulated, and well-socialized children. In addition to 
their regular coursework provided by the same publishers that are utilized in brick and 
mortar schools, our kids submit their greatest works [REDACTED] to the fair for show-
casing, participate in [REDACTED], are active in a [REDACTED] club, and are learning 
[REDACTED]. They study [REDACTED], are working at an accelerated pace in mathe-
matics, and are even learning how to [REDACTED]. They are thriving! If these programs 
are removed, many of us will not enroll our children in brick-and-mortar schools. On 
the contrary, we will continue homeschooling, and the state of Idaho will lose all of our 
enthusiastic support for public education, not to mention the potential for future leaders, 
innovators, doctors, nurses, tradespeople, etc., because their education was not provided 
for. This program is not just an alternative option for children with severe learning dis-
abilities, or chronic illness, or a haven for religious fanatics, as is often presented. Some 
of us just have really great kids with tons of interests and a parent willing to facilitate an 
incredibly diverse and vibrant education experience. We would like to see our tax dollars 
being used to educate our children the way we would like to see them educated, as is our 
duty and right, protected by the great and beautiful state of Idaho. Thank you for allow-
ing me to share my thoughts with you, and I hope to see thoughtful and honest represen-
tation in the coming year, for my children’s sake and for the sake of Idaho’s future.  

———

Please step out of the way and let those who are in the trenches and know these students 
make decisions that eff ect there learning. I trust that all the administrators and teachers 
are dedicated to helping our students succeed! I hope that you will trust them as well. 

———
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Please support IHLA and our public schools. Please stop tearing away the educational 
opportunities of our poor. Please allow our children to grow and learn without tearing 
away their childhoods any faster than the world already does. Your job is to help the 
people. So you do your job and they will do theirs. We have loved working with IHLA 
over the last [REDACTED] years and are grateful for the opportunities that this school 
has provided us that sometimes our local brick and mortar were unable to help with due 
to over crowding schools and under-paid and over-worked teachers who, somehow, do 
not have the same rights as many other professions since the legislature and governing 
bodies know that many times either teachers wont leave their position due to inability to 
move to another district, because they care for their students, or both.  

———

Please support IHLA. This school is indispensable. The staff  make every eff ort to ensure 
that the students receive the best education possible. As a taxpayer, I am dedicated to 
being responsible with the funds entrusted to me for my child’s education. Thank you for 
supporting and protecting my child’s educational home. 

———

Please understand: traditional brick-and-mortar school was not the right fi t for my chil-
dren. We homeschooled from early on (we pulled our oldest after [REDACTED] grade) 
and would continue to do so regardless. IHLA is what keeps us connected to Idaho’s 
public system while allowing me to tailor learning to each child and the program’s fund-
ing helps us aff ord quality curriculum and materials. I also want to fl ag testing. For many 
students including mine standardized tests are an imperfect measure of real knowledge. 
[REDACTED] and confusing question wording can distort results without frequent prac-
tice and feedback. The IRI, in particular, is diffi  cult for students with [REDACTED]; the 
repeated pop-ups/interruption prompts break focus and can lead to disengagement. I 
support accountability, but please allow more fl exibility in how mastery is demonstrated: 
portfolios, project-based assessments, competency-based credits, and accessible testing 
settings (fewer intrusive prompts, [REDACTED] accommodations, local proctors, wider 
windows). Preserving IHLA and modernizing assessment keeps diverse Idaho learners in 
the public system and on track. 

———

Pleased this far and I brag about not having to send my kids to public school where they 
are at risk of harassment from other students, teachers or outsiders with guns. I am very 
grateful for IHLA 

———
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Programs like IHLA are a great bridge between traditional school, homeschooling and 
alternative schooling. They give an opportunity for those that have irreconcilable diff er-
ences with traditional school integrate into the public school system. I loved being able to 
see exactly where the money that I pay in taxes goes in the education system. Traditional 
schools always seem strapped for cash, while IHLA seemed to have funds for many extra 
activities and the supplemental learning fund.  

———

Programs like these that off er support and resources to homeschooling parents are in-
credibly important to Idaho children and families, we need these options protected. 

———

Programs like this give homeschoolers resources they would otherwise never be able to 
obtain and/or aff ord independently. Homeschoolers who care about providing real and 
valuable educations to their children thrive with these programs. Please do not take them 
from us.  

———

Public schools are over crowded and resources are limited. Homeschool families are re-
lieving a burden on the system. Instead of fi ghting and working against families, perhaps 
you could try to fi gure how to best support families whose are doing their best to provide 
a quality education for their children. 

———

Public schools failed my children. I am a teacher, and both of my children are advanced 
[REDACTED]. When we pulled out of traditional public schools [REDACTED], I couldn’t 
believe the gaps in my children’s education. IHLA allowed us to school in a way that not 
only helped us fi ll those gaps, but exceed all expectations. [REDACTED]. This would not 
have been possible without programs like IHLA. 

———

Regarding supplemental learning funds - because of its virtual nature, the school cannot 
provide some classes that a regular public school could off er such as band, choir, PE, and 
other types of elective activities, in addition to not having regular public school physi-
cal resources. The funds are vital for many families to off er a well rounded educational 
experience. IHLA has proved to be the perfect fi t for many families who need the support 
and curricular structure of a virtual school, with the fl exibility to fi t that to their specifi c 
needs. Thank you to the legislature for your continued support of these alternative public 
school options for our children, and for making sure that funding is available to these 
programs.  

———
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Public schools’ goal is to meet state standards. That is not a goal shared by most home-
schooling families. Idaho State standards have not proved they prepare students well 
for college, trades, or responsible family, community or civic life. IHLA is attempting 
to combine these two very diff erent priorities (meeting state standards and supporting 
family-centered education that focuses on whole-life learning and growth not refl ected 
well on standardized tests). IHLA creates a marriage of requirements and benefi ts to 
enrich the lives of kids who learn at home. IHLA has another big challenge because many 
families whose kids learn at home left in-person public school because their children did 
not thrive there academically or socially, i.e. they were already failing to thrive or excel.  
Many IHLA students have disabilities (probably many that families manage without in-
tervention so they are not reported)and these families feel home is the best environment. 
So these are kids who were not or would not thrive in standard public school settings. 
Most others who use IHLA would never put their kids in brick and mortar public school 
if the at-home public school learning model was unavailable or stripped down to exces-
sive requirements without adequate funding benefi ts, because the families’ priority is to 
homeschool, not meet state standards. IHLA has a huge task of trying to serve this chal-
lenging population well and continue to engage them in an organized school program, 
and their service in this regard is so critical. They improve the education for students 
they serve, most of whom otherwise would fail to thrive in a standard public school set-
ting or otherwise choose to have no association with the state education requirements.  

———

Really love this learning academy because I’m able to get help and resources in the areas 
that I need to better teach my children at home where they  are an environment that is 
safe. The teachers and mentors are great to work with.  

———

Regardless of if funding is pulled most families choose education at home intentionally. 
While funds greatly impact the variety of experiences my children get to have (including 
extracurricular activities because we chose Christian based curriculum), we would rather 
educate at home than send our kids to school.  

———

Remove state testing  

———

Requiring high schoolers to take your classes will make us leave when my daughter 
enters high school grade. We want it to be easy to still teach our own curriculum,  and 
give the diploma on our own.  So because of the requirements we will be going out on our 
own and just homeschool (without charter school)  if things don’t change by the time we 
get there.  

———

School at home is a wonderful option for students and families and should be supported.  

———
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School choice and the freedom to choose the education that is best for our child is a very 
strong driver for Idahoans especially those who fl ed other states to enjoy the freedoms 
that Idaho provides (that WA, OR, CA do not). This is a big issue for our family and 
Braintree takes something very intimidating, teaching your child and becoming a home-
school teacher, and helps guide you through the process. 100 years ago kids learned at 
home instead of being sent to a government building all day 8 months a year. The sup-
port of the state behind Braintree is one of the things that makes Idaho great and I hope 
you continue to support them with laws and fi nancial backing 

———

See the answer to the previous question. A portfolio and submissions should be enough 
to demonstrate student growth. The standardized tests should not be relevant to parents 
choosing to use non-state curriculum. 

———

So far it has been as expected but it is a bit overwhelming with the amount of resources 
and links and options to choose from. I understand the desire to off er lots of options 
but its confusing and a lot to sort through. Also, using Schoology is just horrible. Its not 
a great platform in my experience. Having multiple platforms to use to submit work, 
review homeroom stuff , access resources - its too much to manage. I don’t want to man-
age this much as a parent for one child. I cannot imagine having to do this for multiple 
children at a time.  

———

So far it’s great. But I would pull out and have considered it this year with all the new 
requirements and if more requirements come I will not be re-enrolling my children. But 
I know the requirements come from the state. But I would not re-enroll and we would 
homeschool fully!  

———

So far my experience has been great. I myself as a child was enrolled in a similar program 
and I attribute my experience graduating from college to having been in a unique char-
ter school program like IHLA. Parents sacrifi ce so much to homeschool their kids, it is a 
huge benefi t to my children to have access to funds and curriculum that would otherwise 
not be in our budget to purchase. My children benefi t from an individualized education, 
something no public school would be able to provide them. Allowing families to individ-
ualize their students’ education is crucial to our participation and approval of programs 
such as IHLA. It opens access to better education to those students who fl ounder and 
ultimately are left behind in the public school system.  

———

So far my experience has gone well enough, though it has been frustrating at times that 
there is information that is only available through my teacher contact. It would be less 
confusing if all of the resource links, etc. were available someplace else.  

———
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So far our experience has been  excellent my children enjoy IHLA. 

———

So far we’ve liked the program, but it does seem ridiculous that any curriculum that has 
anything about God is not able to be reimbursed, when standardized science ‘theory’ is 
considered acceptable.

If the purpose is to educate, anything educational should be allowed. 

———

So far, it is as expected. There are many checks and balances in order to ensure that we 
are keeping up. 

———

So I wish you could hear my daughter’s experience from her own words.  She came to 
IHLA after [REDACTED] injury from another school [REDACTED], which happened 
because they push kids out who didn’t perform well in one way or another. Yes, this is 
not supposed to happen, but it is all over our state, LOTS of discrimination that is swept 
under the rug. (Yes, I have verifi ed from other family that my daughter was not the only 
one, and particular districts are really bad and don’t report injuries.)  I watched as IHLA 
took my very capable child in a very vulnerable state and gave her a chance to meet her 
potential. We need more schools to meet our children where they are at and bring them 
up versa tear them down or worse yet physical harm them. The most frustrating part of 
this is that I learned her experience from her old school came from funding pressures, 
since all our schools are very underfunded.  PLEASE keep our Charters and Virtual 
School an option. They take only 5% of the funds and DO SO much more for the students 
than traditional public schools. YOU have to look at the big picture, which includes the 
data that isn’t even being necessarily being captured in offi  cial reports.  It would have to 
be recalculated within the system to pair identifi ers to give more info on when I child im-
proved or didn’t.  You might fi nd that these low test scores are capturing the student just 
starting in the ‘right’ environment for the fi rst time.  Missed that they continue to grow 
while there is a never-ending infl ux of newcomers ,probably coming over for the same 
reasons of failing in another environment.   

———

Special education practices varied wildly based on knowledge of providers and the ad-
ministrators who were on IEP teams.    

———

Special needs testing could be better and not so frustrating. Took years to sorta get a 
little help but not with any diagnosis testing for learning disabilities. 

It would be nice to have a policy school wide for giving students extra time when hospi-
talized. Instead of hoping each teacher is fl exible.

———
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Stop accusing IHLA users, specifi cally parents, of misusing the funds when we have to 
show receipts for EVERYTHING. All curriculum, activities, and resources have to be ed-
ucational based and pre approved by IHLA before things are purchased. Additionally, be 
more supportive of parents who know that their student needs extra help and attention 
and are willing to give it, especially when there is most likely not enough money in the 
budget during the school year to pay for one on one teacher instruction.  

———

Stop putting so many restrictions on parents for educating their children. If you’re going 
to support parents then support them. Stop demanding so many restrictions! 

———

Stop using tests as a way to measure learning.  

———

Students and their opportunities to learn come fi rst! Legislature fi nding ways to gage, 
monitor and rate their learning shouldn’t be the priority. It robs the student of the joy 
of learning. It should be the students needs that come fi rst, not a legislatures perceived 
‘need’ to prove, test or assign grades that comes fi rst. Your numbers or proof shouldn’t be 
the priority. Opportunities for a child’s growth, experiences, and learning should be the 
priority, in whatever form that may take for each student. Legislature would stop compli-
cating and impeding that. 

———

Success is more than what shows on a test. I feel that kids in brick and mortar or taught 
to test well. That should not be the end all be all. I don’t want kids who are good at taking 
tests. I would rather have kids who have a love of learning, who can think for themselves. 
I hope legislature is looking at more than the testing because it is not always the best 
measurement standard to prove educational value. 

———

Super grateful to have it is an option! 

———

Taking away IHLA will not force students you benefi t from it into public schools. Instead 
people will choose to go off  the radar entirely and will lose access to needed support. 
This will hurt a lot of students. I never intended to homeschool, but when the schools 
refused to operate because of COVID, we were forced into it. My oldest children grad-
uated [REDACTED] after being freed from the forced mediocrity of public schools. My 
youngest children went back to public school this year, but they are not impressed. Every 
day I hear about disrespectful and disruptive students who interrupt class, unmotivated 
teachers, and wasted time. We may end up going back to IHLA. Please don’t take away 
that option. 

———
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Teachers must be educated in the fi eld they’re instructing on and qualifi ed to teach.  I’m 
not complaining about anything that has happened with us so far but education in Idaho 
seems to be placing education quite low on the priority scale.  Private schools can hire 
teachers that don’t have any experience teaching and/or any qualifi cations.  Please keep 
our public education at a higher standard.  

———

Teaching my children at home, where I can be there to support them fully on their jour-
ney through life is vital to me!

The freedom to homeschool is one of the best parts of living in ID!

Without IHLA, we would still be homeschooling our kids (perhaps with less rigorous 
curriculum, as IHLA funding allows me to purchase science & history resources). BUT 
the state wouldn’t have as much infl uence on what I’m teaching, nor would they have 
information on what my kids are learning or their test results. 

———

Tell them to pick a name and stick with it. Tech Trep, Braintree, Idaho Home Learning 
Academy. Just pick one.  

———

Telling parents their funding will be taken if their child doesn’t meet minimum standards 
at the end of the year is a kin to telling a public school teacher if her class doesn’t meet 
minimum standards she’s not getting paid for the year. There isn’t freedom to choose 
a curriculum if we are required to supplement the curriculum with the state provided 
curriculum.  

———

Terrible experience, did nothing to assist me as teacher.  Had uncommunicated expecta-
tions.  Unfriendly and unhelpful staff . Hard to communicate with anyone.   

———

Testing isn’t everything and for a child on an IEP is a very poor measure of progress. We 
are no longer in the industrial age with a need for factory workers. The future relies on 
innovation and critical thinking, something that public schools and standardized testing 
squashes. If we gave teachers the power back to individualize curriculum and assess-
ments it would be a great fi rst step to improving children’s education in America. What if 
we looked to the top ranking countries (in education) for examples? 

———

Thank you for providing options for Idaho families. 

———
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Thank you for supporting home learning!  

———

Thank you for your continued support of Idaho students to ensure that the highest ed-
ucational freedom is ensured for all learners. IHLA has been instrumental in providing 
our students with a well-rounded education. Educational funds are well managed and 
documented, ensuring students are receiving high quality curriculum and instruction. 
Please listen to the passionate voices your constituents, as programs such as IHLA pro-
vide vital support for hundreds of students across Idaho.  

———

Thankyou for what you do and what this program is. It has been a blessing and exactly 
what we needed. It is worth continuing and fi ghting for! 

———

That it would behoove the Legislature to reads books on how kids best learn and grow 
(instead of outdated standardized testing). Our future will not come from the standard 
school system.  

———

That no matter what the legislators do, the people who are in IHLA WILL NOT return 
their children to brick and mortar schools if they continue to try and close IHA. Which 
is want they want. This ALL comes down to money, it has nothing to do with the actual 
students.  

———

That the program was great before the legislature got more involved.  

———

The [REDACTED] year with IHLA went pretty well allowing me to teach my children, 
my way without being overbearing and forcing a lot more requirements on my teaching. 
The [REDACTED] year, required submissions doubled and it became frustrating and too 
forced for my children to focus on what they wanted to learn rather than just checking 
boxes and getting it done.  

———

The ability to customize learning for each of my unique learners while still being able 
to have teacher and resource support has made this year of homeschooling easier to 
navigate. I love that we have the opportunities to engage in person, have an educator to 
provide additional resources when needed, and are able to choose curriculum that best 
fi ts the need of each child. All [REDACTED] children are able to receive for individual-
ized attention to better identify any defi cits and provide support in these areas as early as 
possible to improve learning outcomes.  

———



 179 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Parent Responses

The ability to teach my child at home with the support of IHLA staff  and resources has 
been a really positive experience for my child and our family. We are thankful for the 
resources that they provide for those who choose to learn at home.  

———

The ability to teach my child in a way that allows him to fl ourish has been amazing.   My 
son is your typical boy who would rather be outside then in a classroom. The fl exibility to 
adapt his curriculum, schedule and learning style has given him the opportunity to learn 
in way that makes sense for him.   That’s what it is all about giving parents the opportu-
nity to teach their children directly to them and how they learn. 

———

The additional support they provide to children with IEP’s is amazing! My son is able to 
have one on one with a special ed teacher, he gets [REDACTED] therapy which has made 
such a diff erence with his schooling.  

———

The administrations communication with parents needs improvement. 

———

The Amira tests online are stressful for my child as we have done little work on the com-
puter. An option to print and submit would be appreciated. 

———

The are amazing program to work with they have been providing my kids with everything 
they need for learning and expanding there education. 

———

The at home learning experience has been invaluable. We might not test great because 
we are outside learning and aren’t as used to computer testing but if you were to sit down 
with each child you would be blown away by their knowledge. Please don’t take our fund-
ing away, we wouldn’t be able to do schooling at home without it.  

———

The benefi t of IHLA is that it recognizes that parents know these kids best. They come 
along parents as a solid team to provide the best education for each individual student. 
There are so many options for the students to have the most fl exible and enriching ed-
ucation out there. Students are being taught how to learn best...not just what to learn. 
Also, the funding has been a huge blessing. My kids have been able to take private music 
lessons, dance lessons, play sports and really explore their personal interests! 

———
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The best thing that happened with Idaho students especially for the special needs stu-
dents that thrive better at home and learn at their own pace. 

———

The experience that my student had in a brick and mortar local school was completely 
traumatic.  [REDACTED] my student had completely shut down.  I had fought with that 
school to get testing done for an academic struggle I saw and was repeatedly denied.  
When we started with IHLA, my student was already [REDACTED] behind what was ex-
pected because of the lack of help at the previous school.  The staff  at IHLA immediately 
set up interventions to help catch up.  When the academic testing was done and the IEP 
in place, they continued to help my student with interventions and celebrating prog-
ress.  They also continually sent helps and ideas for me to do with my student to help 
catch them up, including curriculum suggestions for curriculums specifi cally tailored 
for students with the same disability my student had.  By the end of that fi rst year my 
student was back to loving learning, trying, making progress.  They completely turned it 
around for the better.  Having this program has been a life saver for us.  My student has 
[REDACTED] learning disabilities, [REDACTED].  This program allows for my student 
to learn at an appropriate level by it’s fl exibility and wonderful staff .  I could never get 
the same educational opportunities for this student  in a traditional public school.  [RE-
DACTED].   They are wonderful and I am forever grateful to the teachers for all the help 
they have given my students.   

———

The extra funds have been such a blessing to our family. It has made it possible for us to 
get the best curriculum possible for our kids learning styles. Making learning fun as well 
as providing a way for my kids to do extracurricular activities like gymnastics, quality 
swim lessons and fi eld trips that we wouldn’t have been able to aff ord. It really has im-
proved my kids education!!  

———

The fl exibility to spend funds on activities has been critical to my children and their 
formation and success. I can’t stress this enough, having the fl exibility to choose high 
quality music teachers, and high quality tutors, as well as local sports like skiing and 
dance, has been amazing. 

———

The funding is huge for families that are making the choice to homeschool their children 
(which often means reducing to one income). Every homeschool family I know is going 
out of their way to provide a rich, diverse education for their children.  

———

The funds are a huge reason that we use this platform if they are too restrictive or we 
aren’t allowed to use them for extra curricular activities i would do my own thing  

———
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The funds have been core to my success homeschooling my child. I fi nd the legislature to 
say they are in favor of homeschooling, but there is no other way to access funds except 
through the income-based Odyssey program or through a program such as IHLA. I pay 
taxes, quite a lot actually, and should be able to access those same funds for my child 
with or without this program, but that is not the case. If the reimbursements were re-
moved through IHLA, I would fi nd this very unacceptable unless another system was set 
up where I receive a tax exemption on my local school taxes. 

———

The funds that I received being enrolled with Home Ed 360 has opened up opportunities 
for my kids to do sports and extracurricular things that we haven’t been able to aff ord. It 
has aloud his to purchase curriculum and iPad that have helped them in school. We also 
couldn’t have aff orded those things. 

———

The government doesn’t know how to educate children! That’s been made painfully obvi-
ous in the last generation or so as it’s tried to gain more and more control. If it continues, 
it will drive more parents away. 

———

The high school program was a turn off  as my children spent way too much time online 
as the materials are online and not much freedom to choose the curriculum. 

———

The Idaho Home Learning Academy is a tremendous asset to both Idaho and our com-
munity specifi cally. The program’s commitment to providing educational choice is pro-
foundly important, as it empowers parents to select what is best for their child’s unique 
academic and personal growth. Few other programs recognize and support this funda-
mental principle with such dedication. The teachers, in particular, have demonstrated a 
strong commitment to meeting all state guidelines while also serving as excellent stew-
ards of taxpayer funds. The resources, funding, and support off ered by this program have 
been instrumental in greatly enriching our family’s life and learning experience. 

———

The IHLA has been wonderful for our family. It allows us to handpick curriculum, create 
our optimal schedule and gives us funding to allow us to give our kids the best education 
possible. There is freedom through this program but also a lot of responsibility since we 
are the teachers. I do not take this lightly. I not only teach my kids but still work part 
time. I take this education seriously and work hard to ensure that my children can get the 
best education that I can off er them that is tailored to their individual needs and gifting. 
This program off ers that avenue for us. Thank you 

———
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The IHLA has provided exceptional support for my homeschooling journey. The oppor-
tunities available through this program have empowered me to create a rich and engag-
ing educational environment for my children.

I greatly appreciate the fl exibility of selecting a curriculum that best suits my child’s 
unique needs and learning style. This autonomy allows us to tailor our educational ap-
proach, ensuring that my children engage with material that resonates with them. The 
assessments designed for the students serve as invaluable tools, allowing us to gauge 
their progress and understanding of the material. These evaluations not only highlight 
their achievements but also guide us in identifying areas for further development.

I am deeply committed to ensuring my children prioritize their education and excel to 
the highest standards. In my experience, homeschooling has aff orded them a level of 
personalized learning that far exceeds traditional schooling. The fl exibility and focus that 
come with home education have enabled them to thrive academically, fostering a genu-
ine love for learning that will benefi t them for years to come. I am truly grateful for the 
support and resources provided by IHLA, which have signifi cantly enhanced our homes-
chooling experience. 

———

The IHLA program is very supportive and through and truly partners with the parents 
in ensuring the best education for each child, which is something that is rare to come by 
these days. I do not take it for granted. It has been a very easy transition into the pro-
gram; [REDACTED], with very transparent, communicative, and quick responses all 
throughout. It is a true gem of Idaho to have for its’ next generation and I am proud to be 
a part of IHLA.  

———

The IHLA program may benefi t some families.  It could do more and be better but when 
so much of the funds goes into the pockets of the few, it is stealing from the families and 
children what could be used to create a better program.  

———

The in person learning opportunities have been very well run and have been very well 
done so far 

———

The learning funds IHLA provides allow my students to have a fuller educational expe-
rience. I don’t love the oversight (submissions are stressful!), and I don’t love the State 
putting their fi ngers in what we do (standardized testing, for example), but I understand 
that these things are meant to ensure Idaho students are benefi ting from what IHLA 
provides, and overall, I’d rather have IHLA as an option than not.  

———
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The legislature failed with their private school vouchers bill that passed last year. They 
essentially passed a bill that someone who ‘qualifi es’ will be too poor to wait to get a 
tax refund while fronting a year of expense, and people who barely earn too much like 
me are punished and get nothing and are stuck using programs like IHLA to get measly 
crumbs of funding from my taxpayer $$. So essentially, the bill helps no one, which I am 
sure is what the teachers’ union wanted 

———

The level of home-based education that a highschooler receives through IHLA Braintree 
is excellent! My student was challenged and encouraged to reach beyond the ordinary 
and demonstrate learning in creative and comprehensive ways in every class. 

———

The local district failed my son.  They repeatedly ‘put him at risk’.  They couldn’t keep 
staff  and it was a rotating door of faces.  When mom asked who would be assisting my 
son with [REDACTED], the school nurse would check the person off  once for training.  
That was it.  I asked about the names of people [REDACTED].  They told me that was not 
my business and I didn’t need to know.  My son has been supported by IHLA since then 
[REDACTED].  He’s safe at home learning at his own pace.  this program supports him 
to be the best he can be on his own growth pattern.   

———

The more tasks you put on parents, the less time I have to teach my child and work with 
their unique needs.  

———

The nice thing about homeschool is that it allows me to provide a quality education to my 
special needs kiddo. If she were in public school, her whole education would be learning 
how to sit. That’s all she’d learn, too. Most of our learning is done in some random loca-
tion or in some weird body movement. But by letting her move, she listens and retains 
better. In a school setting, that wouldn’t be possible. 

———

The old model of schooling has been tried and found wanting.  I was a straight A student, 
valedictorian, graduated Summa Cum Laude.  I loved school.  Our culture has changed 
too much.  The educational experiment has been tried to death.  Children in 1 room 
school houses learned more than kids today.  IHLA is thinking outside the box!  They are 
truly allowing individualized and varied instruction, which has been preached to me as 
an educator my entire career.  I graduated with classmates who were C and D students.  
Most of them have great careers.  A student’s grades in grade school do not predict their 
career success.  Healthy families, healthy relationships, healthy emotional awareness, 
and a LOVE of learning and a passion for any endeavor are greater predictors or a stu-
dent’s success in life.  What IHLA provides is helping families and students create all of 
the aforementioned. 

———
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The only reason I have my child enrolled in IHLA is to get some of my paid taxes back 
to support my choice to homeschool my child. If it weren’t for the funding, I would not 
participate in IHLA or similar. I should be able to use my education dollars to homes-
chool how I see fi t and not have to adhere to any state standards of what they consider 
‘learning’. However, since I am wanting the funding, IHLA has made the necessity of 
participating in state testing and submission of work pretty easy to receive those funds. 
Janet Cox does an amazing job running IHLA, and every teacher and staff  member has 
been wonderful to communicate with. I believe they truly love what they do. If the Idaho 
State Legislature pushes for more restrictions for programs like IHLA, I will re-evaluate 
our participation in such a program.  

———

The opportunity to educate my [REDACTED] neurodivergent child with the support 
of IHLA for the past [REDACTED] years has made it possible for her to grow into the 
lovely, intelligent, social, happy young woman that she is today.  Brick & mortar school 
was never an option for us, and without IHLA we would be homeschooling without the 
supportive network of teachers & other parents IHLA provides, and without the essential 
funds for many books, materials, and one-on-one lessons.  

———

The over-emphasis on testing and test scores is just excessive and a waste of everyone’s 
time, and I say this as a parent whose children have routinely and consistently scored 
well above their grade level for the past [REDACTED] years with IHLA.  IHLA has been 
forced to implement additional restrictions and limitations by the state that are not 
faced by traditional public school students, which is frankly discriminatory and punitive, 
and puts learners through IHLA at a disadvantage through no fault of their own, or of 
IHLA, but through the impact of the state.  There are numerous ID state legislators who 
target charter schools and similar ‘alternative’ learning options disproportionately, and 
have incredibly biased interests with their backgrounds and degrees in public education.  
This is egregious and the state of Idaho should be ashamed of how it has allowed this 
small minority of so-called ‘experts’ to demand diff erent standards for IHAL and charter 
school students than they do of other public education options.  If supplemental funding 
is removed or further restricted, we’re out and we’ll take our phenomenally performing 
kids who score well on these ridiculous tests elsewhere where our freedoms are respect-
ed.  This has been our stance from day one and we’re prepared to leave over it.  

———
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The people and environments our children are exposed to at a young age have a pro-
found impact on their lives and the choices they make as they grow. As a homeschooling 
family, I’ve truly cherished the time I’ve been able to spend with my kids. I believe this 
time together has helped shape and mold them into who they are today.

Our family makes many sacrifi ces to keep our children at home, but the reward is im-
measurable. I believe every family should have the freedom to educate their children in 
the way they feel is best. IHLA has been a wonderful resource, allowing us to both parent 
and educate our kids in the way that works for us. Just because our approach doesn’t fi t 
the traditional mold doesn’t mean it’s wrong, it simply means it’s right for our family. 

———

The people running this program know what they’re doing and don’t need the govern-
ment to tell them how to do their job. 

———

The problem with state tests is it set up an expectation that younger student students 
have been trained and how to use a computer. Most kindergarten fi rst grade and second 
graders in a homeschool setting, have not been trained how to use a mouse, or how to 
type yet making these test extra challenging 

———

The program has been such a blessing for me and my children to receive money to do 
things that they would otherwise be unable to do. We try to buy the best curriculum that 
match them, and have tools available that will help them grow and love learning. But 
the oversight and impossible standards make it very possible that we will not be able to 
continue with it for much longer, unless things change. Unless we take what we know is 
developmentally appropriate for children and actually apply that to teaching and allow-
ing that for those who do it in their home, it will be unsustainable for families. And my 
children at least will not be going to a brick and mortar school building, because that is 
not an environment where they will be successful.  

———

The questions about whether we would participate in IHLA if the funds were not avail-
able were not quite comprehensive. I would NOT enroll my K-8 kids if the funds weren’t 
available, but I might have my high schoolers participate, because they are required to be 
enrolled in a ‘public school’ in order to receive any Advanced Opportunity funds while in 
high school. My high schoolers have earned many college credits using AO. 

Otherwise, our experience with IHLA has been positive. They are doing their best to 
serve our needs as homeschoolers, and we hope to be able to continue to use them 
through the years. 

———
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The reality is that education in the state of Idaho has always been poor. We have over-
crowded schools with the massive infl ux of Californians and with that has been a huge 
culture shift as well. I very much appreciate the ability to educate my kids at home 
while still being held to the standards of the state. I don’t want to send my child to an 
overcrowded classroom where they can get lost in the mess of kids and potentially fall 
behind. I don’t want my kids falling victim to bullying. I don’t want my kids becoming 
addicted to pornography at the age of 12. I don’t want my kids in an environment full of 
swearing and cursing. I don’t want my kids in an environment that is not open to God as 
being the Creator. Even if IHLA scores aren’t the same levels of Public school children, I 
truly believe that the majority of kids who are in this program are healthier emotionally, 
physically and spiritually than kids who are in the public schools. What good is it to do 
well on a test but then be bullied and kill yourself? Who cares if you have a straight-A 
student if they are stressed, depressed and nihilistic? I believe life is truly more than 
what you know and what is seen on standardized testing. I ALSO believe that education 
is extremely important and would hope and pray that more parents embrace that belief. 
The reality is that there are many bad parents who are ‘homeschooling’ their children 
and are bad teachers. Find them. Help their kids. Let the rest of us thrive.  

———

The reason why so many people are choosing to homeschool is because every single child 
is diff erent. I have [REDACTED] kids ranging from age [REDACTED], and every single 
year I have used diff erent curriculums, activities and methods to teach them.  Homes-
chool parents want their children to thrive and love learning. They are not concerned 
about checking boxes for poorly worded tests.  I don’t mind testing once or twice a year 
in order to get extra money to make my homeschool extra awesome. But more than that 
and I’m gone.  IHLA has been great in the past. Hopefully someday it will get back to less 
strict requirements!   

———

The right to teach my children is important 

———

The state needs to provide more support and information for students taking the state 
test.  

———

The state testing is horrible. All it does it give my kids anxiety and I can straight up tell 
you they just want to get them over with even though I tell them to do their best I feel 
they most certainly do not and those tests are NOT a measure of what their academic 
capabilities are.  

———
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The state testing really is not an accurate representation of IHLA students. Nor do they 
represent all the successes and academic milestones our children are making daily thru 
home education. In the community when I interact with other IHLA families, my ex-
perience as a college graduate myself, is that the students are very engaging! They are 
appropriate in conversations with other adults, they make and maintain eye contact, 
and create wonderful and intelligent conversations and ideas. I have seen these students 
pursue helping others in the community. Sadly, this is not the impression I get from kids 
who attend public school in the brick and mortar setting. My own children sometimes 
disappear because they are off  reading in their free time. Staying at home to give my kids 
their education is absolutely a trade off , but I would not change it for the world because 
I know I am raising wonderful human beings who care about their future and enjoy the 
education they are receiving with the help of IHLA. 

———

The supplemental funds allow for learning experiences that would not otherwise be 
available  

———

The supplemental funds are vital to my children’s education and extracurricular activi-
ties.  

———

The supplemental learning funds have been helpful to give our kids the education that 
they need. Thank you! 

———

The teachers and admin are very positive and supportive. I would have been lost when I 
fi rst started homeschooling without their guidance to fi nd good curricula.  

———

The teachers are amazing! 

———

The teachers are incredible, caring, and supportive. They make the learning experience 
so much easier and more enjoyable for my daughter.   

———

The type of learning and education that happens with IHLA IS diff erent from standard 
public school and that’s the point and why parents choose it. The growth that happens in 
the students will follow a diff erent curve from students in brick and mortar public school, 
but these kids are smart, creative and will be future leaders and engineers of our commu-
nities. Parents don’t take the responsibility of teaching their kids lightly. Our kids are our 
greatest treasure and we live and breathe to see them succeed in life.  

———
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The yearly testing is unnecessary  

———

The years we spent with IHLA truly did provide the fi nds to give my kids a much better 
educational and extra curricular experience.  My time as a [REDACTED] was a lot of 
fun. I don’t want it to seem everything was bad, but there were too many hoops to jump 
through for the money. I get the kids are considered public school, but all the changes 
really forced IHLA/Tech Trep/ Braintree away from its founding purpose which was sup-
porting homeschool (or school at home) families. We started to feel the crush of being 
just another student in another school being pushed into a box of regulations. It lacked 
the freedom to tailor covering to the child.  

———

Their special ed team has been great for my child. We need extra help with reading due 
to his special needs and his disabilities and they have been very helpful.  

———

Their work is important. Home education has never been more important. They are a 
wonderful bridge between home education and public and they meet the needs of many 
families.  

———

There are all types of families and students in Idaho. [REDACTED]. She now has [RE-
DACTED] issues that would severely impact her in a traditional public school setting. 
IHLA allows her to participate in similar traditional public school settings (live classes, 
state testing, clubs, fi eld trips, etc.) while also managing her [REDACTED]. She receives 
more 1:1 monitoring support with her teachers through IHLA.  

——— 

There is defi nitely a strong need for a fl exible, distance alternative for standards-based 
home learning. Unfortunately, IHLA partners with programs that are led by heavi-
ly religious families who allow religious-based curricula and off ered work-arounds to 
standards to meet their religious agenda. Specifi cally, there would be coaching such as 
‘submit your cable bill’ to cover the cost of religious curricula, and ways to submit as-
signments from religious curricula. The special education support was virtually non-ex-
istent except for a few supportive teachers. The special ed staff  had little to no training 
or background and should not be working with special ed students. It very much felt like 
the school was not wanting special ed students. The partner program (Tech Trep Acad-
emy) said there would be regular in person and virtual social opportunities for the high 
school program that did not materialize. In fact, they lied about events that were going 
to be planned, that they would then say were never on the calendar (dances, graduation 
party, monthly meetups). The social aspect was one of the reasons we chose IHLA and 
Tech Trep over homeschool.  

———
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There are kids who can’t sit in a desk for long periods of time, there are kids who are 
being bullied on the playground, there are kids that need extra help, or need to learn 
in a diff erent style from what their teacher is able to off er. Please don’t take away the 
availability and funding of this option for these children. Parents who enroll their kids 
in IHLA care about their child’s quality of education, as well as their social-emotional 
well-being. The public schools and teachers would not benefi t from having an infl ux 
of students who need additional help in the classroom. There is a shortage of qualifi ed 
para-professionals, as well as certifi ed teachers. How will taking away or de-funding the 
IHLA program help these children get a better education? Given the fact that the ‘School 
Choice’ Bill was passed during the last legislative session, it is likely that IHLA parents 
would switch to homeschooling rather than subject their children to a public school 
environment that does not work for their child. If the premise that IHLA is taking money 
from local school districts is correct, any change to IHLA funding would likely take more 
money from local school districts because the school choice tax credit is signifi cantly 
higher than the amount of learning funds provided to parents of IHLA students. The 
push to remove the IHLA school option goes against the apparent purpose of the school 
choice legislation.  

———

There seems to be a bit of confusion as diff erent IHLA contractors come & go, their re-
quirements vary. 

———

There’s not enough funds in Idaho schools and they need to test and teach for learning 
disabilities.  

———

These kids are so much more intelligent than the testing shows them to be. They are 
critical thinkers. I’ve seen my own kids fl ourish. If IHLA was ended I would never put 
my kids back in the public school system. There is nothing in the local schools that would 
benefi t them. 

———

These Programs are critical 

———

These programs are crucial in making sure everyone can aff ord to homeschool, regard-
less of income level. I was homeschooled my entire school career [REDACTED] but also 
had the highest grades. [REDACTED]. I also have always been much more mature and 
adaptable to the workforce and community because homeschooling allowed me to have 
the time to participate in [REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED], and more. I de-
sire this for my children as well. As a taxpayer who never intends to use the public school 
system, it is only fair that I am able to access the money for my children, and still give 
them the exemplary school and life education they deserve. 

———
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These programs are so important for us as home educators. We don’t need them to be 
overly involved but they know how to fi t the needs of each family on an individual basis 
and do a good job of helping without hindering.  

———

They are a good option for us. 

———

They are amazing. My kids love learning  

———

They are awesome! Please work with them and keep it open. Many children learn so dif-
ferently, that we need these options so our kids can thrive in the environment that suites 
them.  

———

they are fantastic and helpful and get recommended often!  

———

They are great and a huge benefi t to our communities.  They have in person fi eld trips 
that are a lot of fun and educational.  

———

They are great and I love that we have this option for our children.  

———

They are quick to tell you your kid isn’t smart enough, but have absolutely zero interest 
in helping your kid get where they need to be. The teachers don’t help. They’re complete-
ly pointless to have, they’re just there to grade submissions.  

———

They are the most progressive online school I’ve worked with in terms of getting my kid 
into high school and college classes.    

———

They are very helpful when we need extra support. As a homeschooling mom, I joined 
Braintree for the funds, the learning opportunities in the form of fi eld trips and the sup-
port from a teacher if I feel the kids I need it. They are very helpful and a great tool in our 
children’s home education.  

———



 191 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Parent Responses

They are wonderful. Their learning model should be replicated and off ered to more 
students. The teachers and staff  have taken very good care of us and really enhanced my 
children’s educational experience. Another perk is that learning with them has helped 
prepare my homeschooled students for college and university.  

———

They could improve their communication- they are very clear on how to get reimburse-
ment but not so clear on general orientation ( assignment expectation, grades) to the 
program and emails are continuously coming in from so many diff erent people it’s so 
hard to keep track. 

 I don’t really understand why three providers support one school. 

———

They did a great job following my son’s IEP and getting [REDACTED] and other needs 
met. We enjoyed our experience with them.  

———

They do a great job at off ering families diff erent options and helping parents teach their 
children in the way they want to.  

———

They do provide a school option I feel we need for school choice.  

———

They expect us to teach all, purchase all items, with no help or support on IHLA or Brain-
tree’s part while paying a teacher and admin staff  and collecting funds daily per student 
who they don’t truly serve the needs of or ever teach to at all.  

———

They have a great start but funding and teachers with an out of the box approach would 
be benefi cial for homeschool families. 

———

They have always been so supportive, they give me the freedom to tailor my child’s edu-
cation so that it can be advanced, thoughtful, and entertaining. We live our mentor and 
she is always able to help when we need it. 

———
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They have been a game changer for teaching my children. They allow [REDACTED] to 
work ahead as she wants and is doing very well, they allow me to pick curriculum that 
works best for all of my children. I get the support to teach my other [REDACTED], who 
struggle with math and word things diff erently so they understand. It also allows those 
same [REDACTED] children to move and wiggle and learn at their pace and in a way that 
is benefi cial to them instead of being made to sit in a desk all day. It also gives me fl exi-
bility so I can take [REDACTED] of my children to [REDACTED] therapy. It all 

———

They have been a great resource and allowed us to home school more smoothly  

———

They have been a wonderful experience and I look forward to staying with them.  

———

They have been fantastic and helped our child excel when public school failed them. They 
were not being taught, were secluded from their classmates/teacher, and IEP was not 
followed prior to enrolling with IHLA. 

———

They have been there to help support my kiddo who has [REDACTED] and struggles.  
They have helped build her confi dence in reading and math!  They have helped encour-
age her to keep persisting, and she will succeed!   

———

They have been very supportive and helpful  

———

They have high, positive standards of learning 

———

They like to contract with companies but do not do enough research about their contrac-
tors. Not taking parents’ input seriously. 

———

They need to stop viewing standardized test as the only way to gauge learning. They need 
to stop viewing our educational tax dollars as a way to support public schools and instead 
view it as a way for all kids to be educated. That is the purpose of those taxes- for all Ida-
hoans to be educated.  

———
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They provide a wonderful balance of allowing freedom to educate a child individually, 
based on their unique learning styles and needs while still helping to ensure that our 
students are not falling behind what culture has decided is the standard.  They provide 
freedom for families that care about having a say in their children’s education, they pro-
vide countless resources (including funding), they are well organized, excellent commu-
nicators and care about students and families.  

———

They should give more funds. We chose to leave IHLA in hopes that the new House Bill 
for school choice will actually pan out. We pay our taxes and should not be penalized for 
wanting a higher education for our children by choosing to home school and do online 
private school. More funds need to go to homeschooling families so we can do it in the 
best way possible without ridiculous restrictions that are not imposed on public school 
children.  

———

They should think of IHLA as fi lling a niche. It provides parents with options, assistance, 
and gives the state some oversight. Legislators think if they get rid of IHLA we’ll run back 
to brick and mortar. They are wrong. We will just go back to traditional homeschooling, 
and many special education children will go without services. We could survive without 
IHLA, but it is nice to have the additional instruction from special ed teachers, the re-
sources, and funding to try diff erent curriculums and tools to help my children learn and 
thrive. Because of IHLA I can be more open to trying and abandoning a curriculum that 
is maybe not well-suited to my children rather than trying to force them to learn in a way 
that doesn’t work because curriculum is expensive. 

———

They value state standards and are creating a much needed way for homeschoolers to be 
supported and connected to learning resources.  

———

They were amazing!! My son is [REDACTED] with a [REDACTED]. Many of those stem 
from his opportunity in [REDACTED] grade to accelerate his learning. He was well pre-
pared for high school because of IHLA 

———

They were very good about providing services for our son and willing to do what was 
needed. 

———

They work hard for families to be able to teach kids at home in an environment that 
works for them and their kids. 

———
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They’re dishonest and while they give people lots of money, you’ll hear from them in 
crowds coming to defend their nearly $2000 per kid. Of course they fi ght when you 
threaten their cash cows. That’s not what public funds are for and many don’t value edu-
cation at all. They just come for the money.  

———

This country (and state, in particular) claims to be all about personal freedoms. To stop 
meddling in our right to teach our children and having the opportunity to do it with a 
program that is so utterly supportive, would be a travesty to our freedom in this state and 
country. 

———

This has allowed our family to experience true school choice, while also having the assis-
tance of certifi ed teachers. It’s a fantastic marriage between ‘homeschooling’ and public 
school. The accountability, help and resources we need, with the ability to teach our kids 
from home. I’m truly grateful for it and hope that it will remain an option for many years 
to come. 

———

This has been a great experience for all my kids and we all enjoy it very much  

———

This has been a great experience for my child. When we started homeschooling, my child 
would often call herself stupid, which is, unfortunately, a behavior she learned in our 
local public school. But within months of learning at home and with IHLA guidance, she 
enjoyed learning again. My children can stay In a bully free environment and have their 
personal needs met through support staff . I can not imagine our life without IHLA.  

———

This has been a great program for my children, and I would encourage Idaho legislation 
to seek ways to work alongside the home education community. 

———

This has been a really great program for our family. 

———

This has been a very helpful program. We travel a ton but are still able to have consis-
tent education and standardized testing so we don’t fall behind. Our teacher has been so 
amazing helping me make sure the kids are on or above grade level  

———
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This has been a very positive experience for our family of [REDACTED] over the last 
[REDACTED] years. We very much appreciate the support IHLA off ers us in our ho-
meschooling journey. I think the concept of IHLA is brilliant. It supports homeschool 
families both fi nancially and educationally while respecting what we feel is best for our 
families. I think there should be more programs out there like this. 

———

This has been a wonderful program for my kids.  We utilize the standardized testing as 
exposure to situations they may be less familiar with and instruct them to do their best at 
everything they attempt.  We have been able to customize their education working with 
their strengths while making sure that they do not get left behind in their weaker areas.  
The funds allow us to put them in extracurricular activities that may not be within our 
budget otherwise as well as feel free to change curriculum if something turns out not to 
be a great fi t.   

———

This has been absolutely critical to the learning experience for our kids. The fl exibility 
and quality of learning matches our needs incredibly closely. Without IHLA, we would 
have a MUCH more diffi  cult time trying to get our kids the level of education that we 
want for them, because before we could use IHLA, it was much harder. 

———

This has been an amazing alternative school experience for my son who struggled in pub-
lic school. He has the support of amazing teachers and I also have the support from the 
homeroom teacher if I have any questions about my child’s education and ideas on how 
to help him make the most of this education experience. 

———

This has been life-changing for my kids. Their self esteem has grown and their ability to 
think critically has as well. Programs like this are a dream come true. 

———

This has been the best educational opportunity for our family. Without IHLA we would 
homeschool.  

———

This has been the best thing for my children.  Being able to teach and not be pushed 
through a public school system if you don’t understand.  

———

This has been the best thing for our [REDACTED] children, one of whom struggled in 
private school. Now they both are excelling and test in the 90th percentile though testing 
is more stressful on them than I would like.  

———
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This has been by far the very best experience we have had for our children’s education. 
Each one has a diff erent educational need. My oldest needs more of a challenge and has 
the opportunity to take high school classes as [REDACTED] grader - he wouldn’t have 
that opportunity in a brick and mortar school. He scored a [REDACTED] on both the 
math and ELA isat tests. My second child is suspected to have [REDACTED] and needs 
extra attention and guidance [REDACTED] and needs accommodations to help him suc-
ceed - these needs could not have been met in a brick and mortar school and he would 
have fallen behind very quickly. He scored a [REDACTED] on the ELA isat (his BIGGEST 
challenge is writing!) and a [REDACTED] in math. My third child has [REDACTED] 
and needs [REDACTED], which she gets through IHLA, and has been an amazing help 
for her. With the [REDACTED] extra attention and help at home, she is progressing and 
learning at an excellent pace- she would not have had the one on one help she needs at 
a brick and mortar school. Idaho Home Learning Academy has helped my children gain 
a tailored education they need in ways that support their learning styles and accommo-
dates their struggles. IHLA provides the structure, accountability, SUPPORT with so 
many aspects of educating a child, and also provides funding to make it possible. This 
school is amazing and just what my children need. 

———

This has been the best opportunity in the state for families who want to learn at home. 
Teachers and staff  are great, student learning is personalized for ALL students, my 
daughter is exposed to fewer germs. I love the resources and opportunities my kids have 
had. I’ve had [REDACTED] kids graduate through IHLA, and they were well prepared 
for college, jobs, and missions. My younger kids are confi dent, life-long learners who 
LOVE their teachers. This school has been the best at communication and actually caring 
about students fi rst. I also love that as we have moved, our education has been seamless. 
My kids also get to learn in mixed age groups and do better than their peers at interact-
ing with people who are not the same age. This school has been a blessing for my family 
and my children! Please support and protect it!!!!! 

———

This has given me the chance to watch my children grow up. I don’t want to send my 
children away for 8 hours a day. To school where they socialize with kids their age. They 
should be learning how to socialize from adults. I can watch them learn about multiplica-
tion and see their smiles grow being confi dent in what they’re learning. I get to see wide 
eyes open when they learn about horseshoe crabs (who aren’t even crabs, they’re closely 
related to spiders and scorpions). Or I get to hug them and reassure them it’s okay that 
learning can be hard, but if they persevere they will not only learn but be better because 
of it. But at least they get to learn it instead of having to push them forward so they stick 
with the schedule.  

———
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This has literally saved the life of my son, so I am glad we can school this way. The funds 
have allowed us to pick the best curriculum for my children for the stage they are at 
in their life. The accountability to someone outside the home is also nice. It keeps my 
children motivated to learn. But there is so much more testing and that gets in the way of 
learning.  

———

This is [REDACTED] homeschooling and being apart of IHLA and I am so grateful I 
applied to this program. Being in charge of my child’s education is important to me, but 
I was so overwhelmed, and I wanted to make sure that I was meeting all of her needs but 
also the states needs regarding her education. IHLA allows for parents to educate their 
children and also make sure their children stay on track. The teacher support along with 
submitting our lessons plans and submissions help to ensure we as parents are doing our 
part. I have gotten help from our teacher and insight from her to make sure my daughter 
is getting everything she needs. It’s truly been helpful. This program has provided a com-
munity to help and rely on. I’ve made new family friends through this community. The 
children play well together at meet ups, and it’s the best of both worlds. The monetary 
incentives help so much. We are able to buy what our children need (geometry blocks, 
manipulatives, children calendar, curricula, science based activities, etc.). Without the 
help of funding, our education at home would be subpar. I’m thankful for this program. 
It has provided a community, teacher support/knowledge, the ability to educate my child 
based on their needs & meeting government requirements, and providing a SAFE space 
for her. With everything going on in the world regarding school shootings, educators 
taking advantage of children, bullies, etc., the program has also helped because it allows 
parents to be with their children and provide a safe environment for them while also 
giving them the ‘socialization’ they need. Janet Cox and her team have worked incredibly 
to help make sure this program aligns with the governments requirements for schooling. 
Without this programs, parents will still choose to homeschool instead did placing their 
child in public school, BUT this programs ALLOWS parents to make sure their child 
is meeting government requirements. And it allows parents like me (type A, wants to 
make sure I check all the boxes, and do right by my child) ensure that they’re teaching 
their child what’s required. Giving their children a great education.  It’s the best of both 
worlds.  

———

This is a fantastic program that has allowed us to help support our children both aca-
demically and emotionally while at home. It has allowed our children more time to be 
kids, to learn in a non-stressful environment, to experience daily life skills, while provid-
ing us with funds to support their learning and growth. Coming from a private education, 
this has been an incredible blessing, and I am so grateful our legislators support pro-
grams like this. Thank you! 

———
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This is [REDACTED] with IHLA, and it has been amazing! It came highly recommended 
to us by many parents of existing students in IHLA. My son’s homeroom teacher is amaz-
ing, and very quick to respond to our questions. She is very accommodating to our sched-
ule, and is already communicating with us at a higher level than our son’s former in-per-
son teachers. Any time I call/email IHLA, I get a quick response. Making the transition 
from in-person to online school required a fair amount of paperwork. The IHLA staff  
were incredibly helpful. The learning funds were an unexpected blessing, as we needed 
many resources to get our son started. They made the process so easy.

We could not be happier with IHLA!! Our son is already performing at a higher level 
than he did in-person, and he is enjoying school so much more now! Many of his peers in 
tradition in-person school are struggling, and their parents are now considering IHLA.

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK IHLA!! 

———

This is a great opportunity to have for children who are bullied, have social anxiety, 
learning disabilities etc. to be able to do school at home in a safe environment.  

———

This is a great program for homeschoolers. We pay our taxes and receive little to no 
help from local school districts. School districts have refused to work with homeschool-
ers--they don’t provide any educational guidance, any aid in teaching, in sharing resourc-
es, allowing participation in extracurricular activities, just to name a few. Unless of an 
emergency, we will not be using the local pubic schools for many reasons. This program 
allows for the fl exibility of our [REDACTED] schedule, to adjust to each of our children’s 
educational needs and skill levels, and for our family to continue our schooling with 
actual helpful guidance from teachers. The funds provided by IHLA have directly ben-
efi ted our schooling by providing for a computer that is used every day in our school. It 
has given us internet in our rural location. We used funds for swim lessons to teach our 
children how to swim. In this day and age where buying groceries are a constant worry 
and struggle, it has been a relief to have IHLA to lean on for our homeschooling and to 
have funds dedicated towards their education. 

———

This is a great program that allows families to have fl exibility and support to educate 
their children in the best way possible for each individual child. It is a shining star exam-
ple of what working together as parent, teacher, community, and government can be for 
the best interest of the child.  

———

This is a great program that helps people aff ord to homeschool and makes sure that work 
is being done by requiring work to be turned in. I also really appreciate their Special Ed-
ucation team who have improved my teaching and my child’s learning! 

———
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This is a great program. Please DO NOT mess with it. Legislature tends to ruin things for 
the people that matter...our children.  

———

This is a great resource for families who homeschool, and shouldn’t be limited by govern-
ment entities. I would never enroll my children in public school again if IHLA was not an 
option. 

———

This is a wonderful program, that benefi ts, many children and families in Idaho 

———

This is an amazing program and should  continue to be off ered for Idaho’s families. 

———

This is an amazing program for Idahoans and their families. The legislature is focused 
on trying to appease special interest groups and the personal agenda of the State Super-
intendent by attempting to shut them down. The legislature preaches ‘school choice’ but 
really only want ‘choice’ when it funnels money to private schools and special interest 
groups. Parents all over the state are upset and their students are not getting what they 
need from traditional brick & mortar schools. IHLA off ers an alternative for students to 
still receive support from teachers and oversight while off ering our students a diff erent 
learning environment than they get from brick & mortar schools. I talk to families and 
friends in our community EVERYDAY who would be lost and fl ailing without this pro-
gram because their student needs more than what can be provided in a traditional school 
setting. I would invite the legislators to actually talk to and listen to families and stu-
dents, those who ELECTED THEM, not base their decisions around archaic test scores 
and personal beliefs about what education looks like! Idahoans are done with maintain-
ing the same educational system that has been failing students for the last 100 years, we 
want to progress and choose what education should look like for our children. 

———

This is an amazing program that’s helping so many kids who struggle (for whatever 
reason) learn and progress with the supports they need! Test scores aren’t the only way 
to measure success. [REDACTED] is starting to catch up to their peers in academics. Is a 
miracle that no test can show.  This program makes it possible to do [REDACTED] and 
school.  Their are only so many time slots during after school hrs. And it’s really hard to 
get into those hrs. Having this fl exibility allows families like mine to get all the help our 
kids need.   

———
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This is an incredible option for many Idaho families! Students thrive in learning when 
they are in their strongest environment and having an option to school at home with 
IHLA provides exactly what many families need.  

———

This is my [REDACTED] year doing it, so I don’t have much experience to go off  of. I did 
one year in [REDACTED] with a program similar to this one, and what I liked about that 
program is that I could opt my children out of testing. That is my biggest complaint is 
that our kids are required to do testing. 

———

This is my [REDACTED] year in the program.  I love having another teacher to bounce 
things off  of. I like the resources that being in the program provides and the funding is 
great and provides so many more activities for our children. I often times wonder how 
long we will stay in the program because of the extra stress and amount of work this adds 
to our schooling journey. It adds so much work for me . I plan the lessons,  teach the 
lessons,  submit the lessons to our homeroom teacher, wait for feedback ( which means 
sometimes having to submit a diff erent lesson) for [REDACTED] students at this point.  
After that to be able to access our funds I have to submit pretty specifi c receipts and re-
imbursement forms which also don’t always work the fi rst time. Sometimes it can all be 
very overwhelming.  Adding the stress testing causes and the amount of time they want 
us to use screens sometimes it seems easier not to use the program . I am going to give it 
a go this year to see if things improve in our routine to see if using this program will be 
an ongoing option for us. 

———

This is our [REDACTED] year at Braintree/IHLA and we absolutely cant say any nega-
tive things about the program. It allows fl exibility for my family and encourages a love 
for learning in a comfortable environment. My [REDACTED] is able to progress at his 
level with him having advanced test scores  at his pace versus being dependent on a 
classroom driven environment where teachers are having to micromanage a large group 
of kids. 

———

This is our [REDACTED] year enrolled with IHLA and so far we are enjoying it. My 
daughters’ anxiety over school is almost all gone because we can take our time with the 
diff erent subjects and answer questions. We do not have to stick to a rigid schedule. My 
daughter is able to learn the material that is being taught before moving onto the next 
lesson. 

———

This is our [REDACTED] year joining this program, and so far it has been a great experi-
ence.  

———
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This is our [REDACTED] year with homeschooling in general. Going through this pro-
gram has been great so far. Idaho doesn’t seem to have much regulation when it comes to 
homeschooling. And truly my child could fall through the cracks if I let her. IHLA keeps 
me accountable. It has allowed me to educate her in a way the works for her. While also 
making sure to keep her on track with other children her age (grade level). The funding 
has allowed me to get the materials we need to make sure she is successful. My child 
struggles in social situations. We meet in person with our teacher and other local families 
a couple times a month. Though we are new, so far it has worked out really well for her. 
My family is very grateful to have found a program that allows our child to get the spe-
cialized education that she needs.  

———

This is such a fantastic program that is available.  I hope that the legislature does not 
stop allowing IHLA to function.  It was integral to my boys’ success that they are expe-
riencing now.  In public grade school, they were testing right at the state average.  With 
IHLA, they bumped up into the 3rd and 4th quartiles.  They are now able to be in honors 
courses [REDACTED]. 

———

This is such a great resource for families choosing alternative methods of education. I 
feel they helped me meet my child’s needs while still providing guidance on education 
benchmarks.  

———

This is such a great resource for homeschooling families. I loved the experiences I had 
teaching my own kids and interacting with their IHLA teacher it inspired me to become a 
teacher myself.  

———

This is the best program I have ever been a part of. Monthly fi eld trips are a blast and a 
way to see there friends and parents to rally together in support.. Braintree has changed 
the way I can teach my kids, while helping me know I am reaching grade level steps to 
success.  

———

This is the future of education. The current system is archaic and deeply fl awed

———

This is the only form of public school I would do. If more restrictions (not able to choose 
the curriculum I use for my kids) are pushed then I would completely unenroll in the 
public school system. 

———
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This method of schooling is wonderful for lower income families to have access to more 
curriculum options, tools and supplies, and learning opportunities than we’d have if we 
homeschooled alone. I have also seen many kids who need access to this school because 
in-person public schools weren’t working for them. I can’t imagine going anywhere else. 

———

This model of parent-driven education is producing more secure and successful children. 
Testing is not adequately representing how these children are thriving. It is support-
ing families and students that get left behind by the public education model. Instead of 
being threatened by it, the Legislature should embrace and support it. Rather than being 
threatened by the fact that an alternative form of educating is popular with parents and 
families and is creating children who become successful and happy adults, like my own 
children became, the Legislature should learn and implement these new ideas into the 
failing public school system. Making IHLA more like brick and mortar schools will not 
lead to success, but failure. It was a wonderful program until the State got involved; it’s 
only gone downhill since. 

———

This option needs to remain in place and accessible to anyone interested. We are very 
grateful for the opportunity  

———

This pathway of schooling with IHLA is literally our only option for schooling at this 
time, due to our personal family circumstances in life. I know that MANY other families 
are in the same boat as we are. Schooling with IHLA has proven to work for my daugh-
ter’s entire school career so far. She is excelling academically, despite being disabled 
[REDACTED]. Being able to participate in the Braintree Academy through IHLA, has 
enabled and empowered my daughter to thrive. With me as her learning coach, she is 
able to get the individualized instruction that she needs, (that she would not receive in 
any other schooling options available to her). Having the freedom to choose our own 
curriculum for her learning style is also paramount. If IHLA were not an option in the fu-
ture, it would academically cripple so many children, like my daughter, who are excelling 
through this program. Thank you so much for being willing to listen to the voices of the 
parents and families who are eff ected so profoundly by these legislative decisions.  

———



 203 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Parent Responses

This platform has made it so my child could be successful in learning the way he needs to 
because of his special needs. He was struggling in the charter school he was in because of 
[REDACTED], but the platform of IHLA helped us be able to individualize his schooling 
so we could focus on strengthening that diffi  culty, while keeping up with his peers. He 
[REDACTED], and did incredibly well in the ISAT in all areas [REDACTED]. 

I live the fl exibility of using the online teachers, live classes, and/or me as a parent teach-
ing him - all in the same semester. 

I feel incredibly grateful for this program, and feel it has been our family’s saving grace. 
My son is now confi dent in his own abilities , and is thriving [REDACTED]. 

Thank you IHLA!  

———

This program facilitates my child to complete tests so I can compare my child’s test re-
sults with others in our state.  

———

This program has allowed [REDACTED] my children to complete their AA degrees while 
in high school. I currently have [REDACTED] that hope to follow their older siblings 
footsteps.  

———

This program has allowed my child to volunteer in our community, to experience fi eld 
trips to our state and city educational places, like the discovery center, capitol building, 
& Basque center, to take part in park and recreation programs. Most importantly it has 
allowed him to grow academically in a safe environment with some curriculum of our 
choosing. We are grateful for the freedom to educate our child with this online program 
that allows for teachers to push our students to be the best they can be. This program is 
the step up from Homeschooling in helping my child achieve his best with oversight and 
support. 

———

This program has been a great fi t for my children!  

———

This program has been a huge blessing for us.  The teachers are fantastic and we have 
some great fi eld trip opportunities. We’ve been able to purchase a microscope, telescope 
and science lab equipment that we wouldn’t have been able to do without IHLA. We’ve 
been able to purchase curriculum that fi t our kids learning styles.  This program helps us 
connect to other IHLA families in our area.  We love this program!   

———
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This program has been a major blessing in our lives. I fi nd this model very benefi cial 
both because of the funding and the teacher support.  

———

This program has been an exceptional resource for me and my family as we started and 
continue to navigate our schooling at home journey. They teachers are wonderful to work 
with and the administration has been on top of communication and meeting our family’s 
needs. I love the opportunity to be around my children more and involved in their educa-
tion, being about to know my children and pick curriculum that I feel meets their person-
al needs is invaluable. One of the things that made me nervous about leaving the public 
school we were attending was leaving the support team I had there and IHLA has more 
than made up for that in the classes and resources and guidance they have provided me 
and my family with. My children are now more confi dent, and hove been about to broad-
en their knowledge of the world we live in by exploring in person the land, monuments 
and creatures. They also are spending less time at a desk and waiting around on others. 
Now they are spending more time doing things they love and preparing to be healthy 
adults who can contribute to a healthy community. 

———

This program has been essential for my children’s learning. The support and resources 
provided have allowed my children to navigate through learning in a way that is the best 
fi t for them. One has had the support needed to correct learning challenges and the other 
has been able to be challenged in his giftedness. The classroom can never meet every stu-
dent’s needs. This program allows us to meet our children where they are, have outside 
support/resources, and remain tied to an accredited source.  

———

This program has been so great for our family. We started back in 2020 when Covid hit. 
It’s because of this program that I felt I had the tools, resources, and support to have 
home education for my kids.  

———

This program has been such a blessing to our family.  The community experience is quite 
valuable. 

———

This program has blessed our lives and has given me the confi dence and freedom to pro-
vide an education from home that works for us.  I have seen my children grow and learn 
about things that would not have been available to them in a public school setting.  We 
can have real-world experiences when learning.  Field trips are a wonderful way to bring 
learning to life.   

———
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This program has changed the lives of families in Idaho for good. It aligns with Idaho’s 
core values of every child and their education being important. It is progressive as it 
allows families to choose how to educate their children.  These families are preparing 
their students for the real world by allowing choice and a modern approach to learning 
through technology and access to the best education for the individual.  

———

This program has greatly blessed my family. Thank you for supporting it. 

———

This program has helped my [REDACTED] thrive.  My daughter [REDACTED] has 
gained immense confi dence.  She has enough credits to graduate [REDACTED] early and 
has been enrolled in some college courses [REDACTED]. She will be ready to go to col-
lege much more prepared.  I love that we have certifi ed teachers overseeing the K-8 pro-
gram, because it allows parents to choose curriculum that is a better fi t for our children’s 
learning style, while it still ensures we are upholding state expectations for learning.  I 
love the accountability it provides to have deadline days to turn in our work.  I do not 
abuse the learning funds, but would be disappointed if they were pulled.  The learning 
funds allow my children to have private music lessons.  They are part of the [REDACT-
ED] which has provided a much more advanced musical opportunity than our local pub-
lic school.  We dealt with bullying on both the elementary and middle school levels in our 
local district.  Our local elementary has had [REDACTED] turnover [REDACTED] which 
provides disruption to faculty congruency, and ultimately student learning.  My students 
work at home Monday through Friday.  It often takes my [REDACTED] students time on 
the weekend to fi nish their work.  I have had [REDACTED] kids that have been in both 
our local public school, and now are part of IHLA.  I have only seen them grow and be 
challenged for the better since we have joined IHLA. 

———

This program helps a lot of families. The funds are building a better community through 
strong families and children who love their nation.  

———

This program is a great alternative. I wish the in-person activities were held bimonthly. 
Thanks 

———
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This program is a lifesaver for many students that could not be successful in a tradition 
school setting due to health, learning diff erences or other challenges. IHLA provides 
enough structure with enough fl exibility that my students can learn best for them. Many 
parents I have spoken with that participate in this or similar programs would choose to 
homeschool if these programs were discontinued. 

I have had or currently have children in many diff erent learning situations. Several of my 
children have gone through the public school system, some charter school, some magnet 
school, some online private school and some IHLA. Many of them have done a combina-
tion depending on what they needed. I can honestly say there is not a perfect school that 
fi ts the needs of every child. Being able to adapt my children’s education to their needs 
and learning style has been a life changing experience for them. 

———

This program is incredibly important to us!  

———

This program is outstanding! My children are happier than ever and being able to be 
actively involved with our children’s learning is a blessing. We feel like we have so much 
more family time together and we are stronger than ever. I hope to continue with IHLA 
and HomeEd360 for a very long time  

———

This program is super important and I would caution against ‘improvements’ because 
other states ‘homeschool’ options are horrible and we don’t want to go that route. Keep 
homeschooling accessible! Don’t over regulate it or require specifi c classes/curriculum.  

———

This program provided a much needed alternative home learning option during Covid 
when it was much needed. Many families from rural areas in Idaho, were able to come 
together for learning experiences and made friendships that were desperately needed 
during that period of time. As a homeschooling parent with many years experience and 
a smaller budget for curriculum and supplies; I was not always able to purchase items to 
provided a deeper educational experience. For example, when teaching a science unit I 
was able to provide a dissection kit [REDACTED] (this was previously online only). The 
overall education experience was made much deeper, completing a [REDACTED] science 
project.

My personal experience was a really positive one with this school during the time my 
children attended. I had more freedom and provided a much more profound learning 
experience for my students. 

———
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This program provides an excellent option for families like mine who value the oppor-
tunity to homeschool while also accessing high quality educational resources. Without 
IHLA, many families including my own would struggle to provide our children with the 
tools and support needed for an optimal education.

Homeschooling is not simply about keeping children at home rather than sending them 
to a traditional public school. Families choose this path because we recognize that each 
child has unique needs, learning styles, and strengths. IHLA allows us to tailor educa-
tion to those individual needs while still being connected to certifi ed teachers, structured 
curriculum, and accountability. This combination ensures that children receive a strong 
education that truly fi ts them.

I understand that standardized test results are often a concern in education policy. 
However, test scores alone cannot fully measure the value or success of homeschooling. 
What IHLA off ers is more than test preparation it provides fl exibility, individualized 
instruction, and a supportive learning environment that helps children thrive. For many 
students, this personalized approach results in higher engagement, stronger skills, and 
ultimately better long term outcomes.

IHLA is not just an alternative it is an essential lifeline for families who want to take an 
active role in their children’s education while still participating in a structured, state 
supported program. Please continue to invest in this model, as it represents both educa-
tional freedom and accountability.

Thank you for your time and your commitment to serving the families of our state. 

———

This program really is a model that should be replicated.  It give parents the power of 
education choice and the accountability and standards that help them to guide their chil-
dren’s education.  It is a good ‘bridge’ for our state education program to support parents 
who choose to school at home. 

———

This program saved my son. I was at a loss and didn’t know what to do. As a young mom 
who didn’t understand how special education was run, I signed my son off  his IEP [RE-
DACTED]. When he entered [REDACTED] his teacher told me bluntly that my son had 
a learning disability but that she was not allowed to test him again until [REDACTED]. 
She said she would do her best but he wasn’t understanding what was being taught in 
class. We spent an hour every day after his full day [REDACTED] doing homework and 
trying to read with him. [REDACTED]. I asked the teacher how he was doing. Her reply 
was that he was doing just fi ne and she had no concerns. [REDACTED] we tried to do his 
assignments but I discovered that my son still couldn’t read [REDACTED]. That is when 
we decided to not go back. I started working on his working memory and [REDACTED]. 
We slowly worked forward. He is now in [REDACTED] grade and is reading on grade 
level all because of this program and the opportunity it gave my son to get the one on one 
help he needed.  

———
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This program was our family’s saving grace. Although, [REDACTED], we always knew 
that we wanted to home educate our children. However, there was always the fi nancial 
stress of purchasing resources. I would fi nd resources at garage sales, thrift shops, etc., 
but I knew that I wanted to give them more. [REDACTED] told me about IHLA and how 
I would have access to supplemental learning funds to help cover costs. It sounded too 
good to be true. We went ahead and enrolled in IHLA, and have never looked back. I 
no longer have to stress and purchase the least expensive curriculum due to costs. This 
program has allowed my children an enriching home learning environment, and allows 
them to use quality items similar to those of their peers in a brick and mortar school. If 
the Idaho Legislature dismantled IHLA or any virtual public charter schools that are sim-
ilar, Idaho would be taking a step back in the innovation of education in our great state. 

———

This school has allowed families to fi nd a way to make school work for their children... 
and not make their children fi t into the school box.  

———

This school has allowed great fl exibility and growth for my family. I would not put them 
in regular brick and mortar schools at this time since those do not fi t our needs and 
schedules. This is a great in-between that allows our family very helpful access to state 
funding for both interventions ([REDACTED]), and  extracurriculars ([REDACTED]). I 
have been very grateful for the ability to school my oldest the way she needed to be for 
her [REDACTED] while still being able to access advanced opportunity classes and fund-
ing. If this school was no longer available it would mean a lot of additional strain on my 
family and myself as we would have to compensate for its loss but would still not choose 
to put our children in a brick and mortar school as we know that is not the right place for 
them at this time. I cannot tell you all the ways the members of this school have helped 
guide our family through the high school and elementary school processes. In talking to 
some of my other friends who refused local brick or high school I can see how much of an 
eff ort I put into their students access amazing resources. Many of my friends in the local 
public school did not even that their students could take classes up at the college campus 
or work towards their associate degree in high school. Our counselor has been so respon-
sive and good at working with my students needs and helping us schedule something 
that worked for her. They have always been there to answer any questions I have and 
support me when I needed that extra help in schooling my children at home. 

———

This school has allowed my children to remain in school. My children are actually learn-
ing and enjoying learning in this setting. Their emotional health is so so much better!!! 
They get so much more one on one help and can learn more quickly with less frustration 
and wasted time.  

———
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This school has been life-changing for our family. It has provided us with 

- a path for our high school students to graduate

- options for GOOD curriculum that meets states standards while providing options for 
diff erence in students aptitudes or needs for learning.

- fi nancial assistance for purchasing textbooks, lab supplies, fees and college associated 
costs, and lessons outside the home.

- the ability to know we are meeting state standards, while providing our students with 
education that best fi ts their needs. 

- access to dual-credit funding for college classes.

- confi dence in our children

- everything. 

We have done public school, traditional homeschool, and hybrid school. IHLA has 
surpassed them all. My students are thriving and their testing shows it, as well as their 
achievements in the local college. 

IHLA is a good thing. Please consider supporting this school in any way possible.  

———

This school has been revolutionary in how my child has succeeded! He needed to be away 
from the noise and drama of a high school. He needed his special needs managed by an 
awesome team. The individual instruction by the special ed department is not found in 
brick and mortar schools. It is consistent and eff ective!  

———

This school has made a diff erence in my child’s education she rarely has sick days the 
fl exibility is a big deal for us when family lives in other parts of Idaho she can take her 
classes anywhere with the Internet.

———

This school has provided the tools that we need as parents to adequately teach and pre-
pare our children for the real world. 

———
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This school helps my child who has an IEP. He’s learning better than he ever did in a 
Public Charter School. His personality went from barely ever talking to talking all the 
time. He’s happier being able to learn from home. When he was in a Public Charter 
school his behaviors and anxiety got in the way of his learning. He learned if he had 
behaviors he could get sent home or not have to do the school work because the Teachers 
didn’t want to deal with him. He is much better being at home and I can have supports 
from this school that I need to support my child’s learning.  

———

This school off ers families a wonderful opportunity to choose an alternative curriculum 
and method that supports their unique needs while helping children thrive academically. 
More than completing assignments, students gain the invaluable skill of learning how to 
learn-a strength that will serve them not only in school but throughout their lives.

———

This school was a great experience and really helped me and my family transition from 
traditional public school to traditional homeschool. It gave me the support and account-
ability I needed to establish healthy work ethic and routines at home without the fi nan-
cial fears and pressures of homeschooling. I’m very grateful for IHLA and the part they 
played in our homeschool journey. I plan to return should high school as independent 
homeschool pose too challenging. I think IHLA is such a great resource and option for 
students and families in Idaho. Just so long as it doesn’t get forced to be a traditional 
public school. It works because it’s NOT public school. Even though it comes under the 
Public School umbrella it doesn’t function as one. It gave us freedom to tailor things to 
the needs of our special ed son. It gave me confi dence and support as a teacher and it 
gave us fi nances that otherwise would have meant homeschool wasn’t an option. I’m so 
grateful for IHLA and how it helped us launch our homeschool journey.  

———

This type of schooling and academy provides a wholesome environment where kids can 
learn at home while still receiving feedback on how their child is performing in academ-
ics. 

———

This was an excellent program to use when traditional school was not working for him. It 
kept him caught up while he learned other skills. 

———

This was the best option for my child. I don’t have to fi ght a [REDACTED] who didn’t 
believe my child was being bullied, [REDACTED]. I can also provide her with her accom-
modations on her 504, which [REDACTED] refused to do. 

———
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Though my son is scoring at grade level for math and language arts, he has many other 
skills most children in the public school system will need in real life (interpersonal skills 
with all ages, fi nancial education, and other real life skills) yet may never learn or, more 
importantly, apply! 

With IHLA, we get the best of both worlds in terms of standardized testing and homes-
chooling with support.

IHLA has guided us in meeting state standards while also giving us more freedom to 
teach life skills, spend more of our everyday lives together, and choose our son’s excep-
tional education. Thank you for supporting us and for being open to helping us all im-
prove. We greatly appreciate your time.

———

Thus far, we’ve had a positive experience with IHLA. I enjoy the fl exibility of teaching 
curriculum to my children when it works for our schedule. Having a teacher for support 
when needed has been great and helps keep me accountable. The funds for curriculum 
and school related costs has been a game-changer for our family. We would not be able 
to aff ord elective classes, enrichment activities and some school supplies without the 
help of school funds.  

———

To restrict parents in teaching their children at home for fi nancial gain or control would 
be detrimental to the children of the state. This impact would exponentially grow, dam-
aging the economy and handicapping the state.  

———

Typical public schools are very lacking for special needs kids especially. Also, public 
school doesn’t help you if your kids is getting A’s and B’s even if they’re bored in one sub-
ject and struggling to understand in another. IHLA makes it so I can work on their level 
and they’ve been able to advance a lot better. 

———

Up to high school, we have felt a lot more fl exibility with IHLA. Our scores - even on 
standardized tests - have been above grade level. I don’t want to see my [REDACTED] 
student so anxious about school; what once was loved and enjoyed is now dreaded. We 
have always held a high standard of learning in our home; we want to continue a love of 
learning and end the fear of learning. 

———

Using this school has been a wonderful experience. The resources have helped tremen-
dously. The teachers are a huge help to me as a parent and they have given my son a 
reason to do his best.  

———
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Very grateful to have the option for my high schooler to select the type of learning style 
she thrives in and having the extra funds to help her be successful in it.  

———

Very happy with our choice to switch from public school.  

———

Very helpful in helping choosing curriculum & explaining pros/cons of each.  

———

Very helpful so far! I feel better supported in my homeschool journey. I am thankful  

———

Very important program in my opinion, especially help those kids who are academically 
motivated. On the ‘regular’ schools, our kids were wasting a lot of time.  

———

Very supportive of various types of learning opportunities and the ability to customize 
learning tailored to each individual student.   

———

We appreciate all that you off er thank you  

———

We appreciate the opportunity to school our children at home, even if they are through 
a virtual charter school such as IHLA, rather than traditionally homeschooled. We had 
not intended to homeschool originally, but with so much fl uctuation in teaching during 
COVID (in-person v. remote), we decided to try it, and have been glad we did. Our chil-
dren enjoy the fl exibility of their schedule, and though it may not be true for all IHLA 
families, our kids have also consistently scored above expectations on the standardized 
tests (ISAT/IRI) and in some cases far exceeding their peers.  We utilize the supple-
mental learning funds for curriculum, additional books for reading, school supplies and 
various extracurricular activities (music, dance, art, swimming, etc.) and have never tried 
to take advantage of that. 

———

We appreciate the option to school from home because in the traditional public school 
setting my children were faced [REDACTED] bullying, over crowded classrooms, a 
fi ltered version of education and not enough support for my child disability.  IHLA allow 
my child to safely school from home without harassment while still being guided to be 
able to meet educational standards that will allow them to do well as they move onto 
high school and college.  

———
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We are deeply grateful for the fi nancial assistance, fl exibility, and support this school 
once provided. As a larger family, the cost of curriculum adds up quickly, and the pro-
gram made a signifi cant diff erence in making education accessible for our children. Now 
that we are no longer part of this program, every expense comes directly out of pocket. 
At the same time, our property taxes continue to fund public schools our children do not 
attend, leaving us with no meaningful benefi t. We believe families should have access to 
programs that recognize and support alternative educational choices, ensuring tax dol-
lars follow the students they are meant to serve. 

———

We are extremely happy to have our students at IHLA. All [REDACTED] of my students 
are scoring high in academics and are living a happy and productive life. IHLA has af-
forded us the opportunity to school at home and therefore have more time to dive deep 
into their interests and passions. They are all confi dent students who make a positive 
impact in those around them. I believe this is because they are able to learn and grow in 
the safety of our home.  

———

We are grateful for this problem. It provides my children with the ability to make more 
friends, experience fi eld trips, get involved in more extracurricular activities and have 
added support when we are struggling. 

———

We are grateful to have IHLA as an option for our child’s education. 

———

We are in our [REDACTED] year and have been very appreciative of the support.  My 
kids are thriving and are able to learn at their pace.  We are able to really tap into sub-
jects that interest them and we aren’t learning to just pass a test.   

———

We are incredibly grateful for IHLA. My children were struggling in the traditional public 
school setting, and they have been so much happier working with this program. IHLA 
gives me the ability to provide my children with exactly what they need, as far as both 
curriculum and extracurricular activities. Without the funding, I would not be able to 
provide them with the curriculum that works best for them, and would have to make 
choices based on price instead. We are also able to keep them active and social in ac-
tivities (dance, jiu-jitsu, rec sports, etc.) that we would otherwise be unable to aff ord. I 
appreciate the support that is available to use through our homeroom teacher, as well as 
the fi eld trip opportunities that we have.  

———
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We are new to IHLA and are still learning the ends and outs. I am grateful for a school 
option that allows time for my student to receive [REDACTED] services she wouldn’t 
receive if in a traditional public school. 

———

We are not thrilled with how the benchmark tests are given to students. We try to lim-
it screen time, so having this as the only option is not desirable. I also did not care for 
how fl aky the test platform seemed. Many of the questions timed out before either of my 
children fully understood and could formulate their answer, particularly on the spell-
ing portion. One of my children had to yell so loud to wake up the dog while testing her 
microphone, she was unable to sustain that volume throughout the rest of the test, which 
I believe contributed to her low reading score. The test also had very high expectations 
for what [REDACTED] should be able to read, quickly and fl uently. Many students don’t 
begin formal reading instruction until 1st grade. Many students to begin reading fl uently 
until closer to age 8, which is sometime in 2nd grade, but often not until closer to the 
end. Many homeschool students are learning in a diff erent order than what is typically 
set out by state schools and therefore may have performed poorly in some areas due to 
curriculum diff erences. I am also not happy with my child’s voice being recorded and 
saved somewhere, to be potentially sold or used at a later date. There should have been 
a paper test option available. There is not reason a benchmark test needs to be able 
to adapt and grow harder as a student answers correctly. They are either meeting the 
benchmark or they are not. There is no reason to push students to see how far they can 
go. A pass is a pass. 

———

We are not very happy with the Amira AI testing being used. The fact that our child is 
being recorded by a private company and must be proctored by another adult online with 
no parent present is extremely discomforting. There needs to be a better way of testing 
both for in-person public schools and through IHLA. Other than this, the IHLA experi-
ence has been great for our family so far and we appreciate all of the teachers and staff  
helping us through everything. 

———

We are really grateful for this opportunity for our family and  our children and hope that 
we are able to continue being a part of IHLA for years to come.  Educating our children 
is our biggest priority and being able to meet the needs of our special needs son has been 
huge for us and especially him.   

———

We are so eager to say that we are pro choice for education in Idaho. Lately it seems we 
are pro choice if that choice is public school, or if you have the fi nancial ability to send 
your students to private school (hb 93). Yet I feel like this program, which helps so many 
families, is being unfairly targeted because of lower test scores. 

———
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We are so grateful for the support we receive in our home through IHLA.  

———

We are so grateful to have the opportunity to be a part of IHLA. They provide many re-
sources to help a wide variety of students and specifi c to their learning styles and inter-
ests. 

———

We are so grateful to have the opportunity to educate our children through IHLA. My 
son, especially, would not thrive in a traditional school environment, and this education 
model works well for him. We are able to customize the length of time he sits at a desk, 
the amount of physical activity he gets each day, and the kind of instruction he receives. I 
believe this is critical in his development and education. We appreciate having the assis-
tance and oversight of our HomeEd360  teacher, and we value the funding support so we 
can get the curriculum we need as well as enroll our children in educational classes.

I would also like to note that while I haven’t had any funding requests denied, I have 
been very conservative and cautious with the requests we’ve made. It has been made 
clear to me that these funds are for educational purposes only, and as such should be 
used with great intentionality. 

In regard to the low test scores, I think there are several reasons why IHLA has lower 
scores. I believe the families in our school place less importance on testing, and more 
importance on a well-rounded education. I also think there are many children in our pro-
gram because the traditional school setting does not work well for them, so testing them 
using traditional school methods is bound to be diffi  cult for them. That being said, I do 
fi nd the tests useful in pointing out gaps in my child’s education and showing us areas to 
focus on.  

———

We are so thankful for the fl exibility to school our children at home with the curriculum 
and pace that challenges my students the best. [REDACTED], and I am totally confi -
dent that my kids are receiving a stronger education with me at home than in the public 
system. The federal funds which support my ability to purchase great curriculum and 
extra curricular resources is a bonus. We also love that IHLA functions within the free-
dom allowed in Idaho to homeschool. I’m thankful I can use Christian curriculum where 
I want to meet state standards. If I wasn’t able to choose my curriculum or was forced 
to include curriculum that I don’t agree with, then we’d immediately withdraw. I have 
[REDACTED] and one [REDACTED] and one [REDACTED]. I’m able to create a learn-
ing environment for each of them that challenges them and inspires them. And their test 
scores refl ect that.  

———

We are very grateful for IHLA, and hope that our State Legislature let’s us continue 
schooling our children as we see fi t. 

———
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We are so thankful for them helping to equip us when I had never homeschooled before. 
We felt supported and encouraged. I’m not sure that I could have done it or done it as 
well without their support.  

———

We are thankful for the opportunity to provide education at home through this program! 

———

We are thankful for this opportunity to take part in the IHLA program and appreciate 
the level of oversight at this time. Any further oversight would cause us to disenroll from 
the program as we value the independence to education our children at home. 

———

We are the in top 3 richest countries in the WORLD, and our students are performing 
amongst the lowest. How embarrassing. Something is very wrong, and I refuse to have 
my children be apart of it. This program has been imperative to helping me ensure that 
my kids have a rigorous education that will help them excel in their future. 

———

We are very appreciative for the options IHLA provides. Allowing freedom to choose 
courses, access online resources, and have funding, are all great incentives to embrace 
homeschooling with them. 

———

We are very grateful for the chance to individualize education for my children’s needs 
with just enough oversight to make sure we’re staying on track.  

———

We are very grateful it has helped us thrive as homeschoolers  

———

We are very grateful to have the option of IHLA, it allows many children, who would oth-
erwise not learn as well in the traditional school environment, be successful. 

———

We are very happy to be able to be part of it!

———

We are very happy with the amount of support and quality of the education our special 
needs children are getting through IHLA. 

———
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We are very thankful for IHLA and it’s partner HomeEd360. This program and Janet 
Cox are phenomenal. They are providing a next-level learning environment for students 
who don’t fi t the mold of a traditional public school. Many of IHLA’s students, including 
my own, are eclectic and deserve a unique environment where they are able to thrive. 
Please do not think parents are mis-using funds or that the students are not learning 
based on their test scores- this is simply untrue. If test scores are lower it is because of 
the unique scope and sequence available to our children and also they do not take prac-
tice tests often like brick and mortar schools do. IHLA and parents know that learning 
takes place constantly and that learning can’t fi t in a box or be completely measured by 
a test. Our children are smart, thriving, can start up a conversation with any adult in a 
public sphere, and are so happy to be able to have these unique opportunities that are 
provided by IHLA. IHLA is creating equity across Idaho for students that would oth-
erwise be treated less than for not fi tting into a traditional school environment. As an 
Idaho taxpayer and citizen I fully support this program as it is currently (although with-
out the Amira test). I would support this program fully even if I didn’t have any children 
enrolled. Thank you so much for your time, and rest assured this program is benefi tting 
our children- YOUR future [REDACTED]. Idaho’s future. 

———

We are very thankful for this support for our children’s education! We have been able to 
aff ord much better curriculum than we have in the past, since the cheapness of a curric-
ulum is no longer a factor for choosing how we learn. We have also been able to have the 
kids in extracurriculars like sports and music lessons.  

———

We believe in home schooling no matter what. This opportunity to try Braintree was just 
another way to improve my child’s learning while being at home and having additional 
resources to help guide their education.  

———

We benefi ted so much from having an option to enroll in a school district. My son was 
able to get an IEP for [REDACTED], and both kids got extra support through live classes 
by a certifi ed teacher. We felt ready for the standardized test, and my kids did well. 

———

We chose this program because we knew our oldest child would not fi t in or do well in a 
typical learning environment. [REDACTED] years later, we still feel the same way. We 
have been very lucky to teach him at home where he feels safe and comfortable. We also 
have been fortunate to see his progress fi rst hand.  

———
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We chose to put our children back in public school [REDACTED], but I really appreciat-
ed the fl exibility and variety of supports provided by IHLA, and if we decide to return to 
homeschooling in the future, I would certainly like to enroll in IHLA again. It was a great 
help to me in my fi rst experience doing homeschool.  

———

We could not school as well without the framework and fi nancial assistance of IHLA. 
The majority of our funds goes math tutoring which costs $90 per hour. The rest goes to 
piano lessons and fi ne art supplies.  

———

We couldn’t ask for a better or more supportive experience. IHLA off ers everything we 
need to succeed beyond expectations. 

———

We deeply appreciate IHLA’s funding program for Home Ed 360. It enables us to supple-
ment our curriculum, participate in private school activities, and enjoy benefi ts that lift 
much of the fi nancial burden from families educating their children. 

———

We don’t constantly test our students and practice the standardized testing in order to 
get a good score. We care about all aspects of learning and are focused on growth and not 
comparing our students to others. 

———

We don’t need the funding (even if it’s nice) but we continue to participate in Ho-
meEd360 for the community, the support and the resources. Adding more barriers and 
obstacles just takes away from the focus on educating my children. Adding more barriers 
would take us out of this community and into true homeschooling.  

———

We don’t view this as a perfect program; however, there are not a lot of options for 
education in rural areas outside of the local public schools. IHLA has allowed us to have 
a hand in our child’s education, but still be guided by state standards and supported by 
teaching staff .  

———

We enjoy being a part of it and will continue as long as we have the freedom to choose 
our own curriculum and use the educational funds how we see fi t to best help our chil-
dren learn and actually enjoy learning.  

———
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We enjoy homeschooling and if regulations became too rigid or funding was taken away 
we would unenroll and continue learning at home. 

———

We enjoy our homeschooling freedom and IHLA but also their support when needed!  

———

We enjoy the in person activities. The extra support so that we can educate our child at 
home, and the fl exibility that we can have to provide curriculum for my child. 

———

We enjoy the program and love everything it has to off er! I don’t think tests need to be 
the only way to track progress for children learning. We’ve struggled with [REDACTED] 
and have learned that they don’t test well always, but are very smart. Kids also learn in 
such diff erent ways.  

———

We enjoyed the freedom to direct our own education with IHLA. My children were losing 
confi dence in themselves due to diffi  culty with public school curriculum and bullying, so 
I pulled them out to homeschool for [REDACTED] years and greatly appreciated the sup-
port. The ability to shift pace helped my kids grow exponentially! IHLA’s special needs 
team helped identify issues that had been ignored by previous administrators, despite 
my many attempts to access help. After [REDACTED] years with IHLA, my kids shifted 
back to public school (largely due to my husband and I changing careers and being un-
able to be as hands-on). They easily shifted back, with high scores and frequent remarks 
from teachers about how well-rounded their skill sets are. My [REDACTED] grader is 
now pursuing [REDACTED] in addition to his rigorous high school schedule and multi-
ple sports. I credit IHLA with helping us get back on track instead of continuing to slip 
through the cracks. 

———

We enjoyed the programs funds while we were in it, but had to withdraw [REDACTED]. 
But we can’t apply for the new bill if we are enrolled in Braintree. We are a bit of an 
odd case, but we also have many homeschooling friends and family who also withdrew 
because the reporting and submissions and testing were wayyyy ridiculous and took 
away from them actually having time to teach their children! Support for homeschooling 
families who are following excellent curricula without making it a part time job and hav-
ing testing that didn’t require additional training in technology just to take a test, would 
make Braintree excellent!

———
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We feel extremely supported and value the fl exibility we have to teach alongside our kids 
while having the fl exibility to pursue their interests and possible career options. By doing 
IHLA my son has had the chance to work [REDACTED] in a career he would like to pur-
sue  

———

We feel it is a great program and opportunity for families who do not believe Public 
School is an appropriate educational option.  

———

We feel very fortunate to have this as an education option in Idaho! 

———

We greatly value the insight from teachers and the resources they provide for our child.  

———

We had a great experience. In our [REDACTED] year we decided to do duel enrollment 
for our child’s [REDACTED] grade experience. We loved that we were able to have both a 
homeschool experience with a limit public school experience.   

———

We have absolutely loved it! 

———

We have been attending IHLA [REDACTED].  We had felt like public school was failing 
our students.  Public school is not meant for every student and it often fails the outliers, 
both those above grade level and those who are struggling.  IHLA has been a blessing.  
The virtual public school provides structure and goals along with resources and wonder-
ful teacher and staff  support.  At the same time, IHLA also allows for students to learn 
in ways that are benefi cial to their learning and growth.  My students have come to love 
learning again.  They don’ necessarily test well because of their individual struggles, but 
they can run circles around their friends that attend the local public school in person.  
The fl exibility for learning styles and curriculum that speaks to the individual creates an 
atmosphere that inspires students to embrace their unique personal growth and encour-
age them to look to the future.  IHLA has done this for my family, my students, and many 
more students. 

———

We have been enrolled through IHLA for [REDACTED] years and have been very happy 
with our experience. He have had a new homeroom teacher every year and all the staff  
has been incredibly helpful and supportive in helping my kids reach their educational 
goals. 

———
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We have been involved with IHLA for [REDACTED] years. We value it greatly! 

———

We have been so blessed by the IHLA. It’s great that as a parent I can have such a pow-
erful role in my children’s education, and I feel supported by the staff  at IHLA. It’s been 
great to not worry about buying the tools we need to be successful at home. The small 
amount of funds we receive makes a huge diff erence for our family; making the choice 
to live off  of one income so we can keep our children home comes with a fi nancial cost. 
Idaho is all about choice, we love the option to use IHLA for our home education. There 
is fl exibility and accountability with IHLA which is perfect for so many families.  

———

We have been very grateful for IHLA. It has provided opportunities for my children that 
they otherwise would not have had like fi eld trips, extra learning resources and time with 
other children/community. 

———

We have been with IHLA [REDACTED] for the last [REDACTED] years.  We love it!  It 
has been a game changer for our special needs son and our family.  They work with his 
IEP beautifully and it has taken a lot of stress and anxiety off  of us as parents and the 
kids.  It gives us the opportunity to teach our kids the requirements as well as what we 
would like them to learn.  It has given us tons more time to be with our family while still 
learning new things and things they will use throughout their entire lives.  I love that we 
can still give them a good education and have the teachers and resources we do but also 
be able to adapt it to their level and their interests.  Every kid doesn’t fi t in the same box 
or learn the same way, and we as parents usually know the best way to make that happen 
and IHLA is always there to help or make suggestions of ways to make it even better.  It 
makes school for them and for us as parents so much more enjoyable.  Our kids [RE-
DACTED] love learning at home and will do it even in their spare time as well as sched-
uled because they know if they want to learn something how to ask and research and 
fi gure it out.  As for testing scores, honestly IHLA is higher than our local public school, 
so even better for us!  

We love IHLA and we wouldn’t go back to public school even if there weren’t supplemen-
tal funds or IHLA wasn’t available anymore.  (I sure hope this never happens!)  After 
seeing the progress and abilities and the mental and emotional diff erence in our chil-
dren, learning at home is the way to go!  IHLA is such a good tool for us as a family, our 
neighbors and community, and a very great asset to Idaho! 

———

We have been with IHLA for [REDACTED] years and the past [REDACTED] years with 
the constant changes has been hard on our family. We feel it is becoming stricter and 
doesn’t feel like ‘homeschooling’ anymore, the change in testing and the way submissions 
are isn’t working well for our family.  

———
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We have been with IHLA for [REDACTED] years. IHLA has provided my children with 
a rich education. My children have discovered the world thanks to our homeroom teach-
ers and the resources provided. They have learned things in elementary school that I 
never learned going to a traditional school. They spend a lot of time out in the commu-
nity learning from a wide variety of people. They get to spend quality time at places like 
a museum, asking the staff  100 question. They go to the library and get books on what 
they saw at the museum. My kids have so many opportunities, that traditional students 
don’t get. IHLA has provided amazing homeroom teachers that help guide us through 
our learning. They watch my kids [REDACTED], and cheer them on when they see them 
progress. We will always teach our kids from home, and IHLA has made it a beautiful 
experience.  

———

We have been with IHLA for [REDACTED] years. This is an amazing program for fam-
ilies who want to see their children succeed. We were in traditional schools [REDACT-
ED], but they were not meeting the needs of my neurodivergent children and supporting 
our values. If IHLA is disbanded, or if the regulation and oversight is increased, we will 
leave IHLA and do traditional homeschooling. We will not be returning to public educa-
tion. 

———

We have been with the program for [REDACTED] years. Our kids were not getting their 
needs meet in public schools. We were able to tailor our instruction to the needs and 
characteristics of our children. They are now at or above grade level in all subjects. We 
feel this would not be the case in a typical public school as it is diffi  cult for teachers to ad-
equately support students who are ready to exceed the their grade level. IHLA has been 
instrumental to our children’s education. 

———

We have been with them for [REDACTED] years and I wouldn’t choose another school, if 
I am going to do an online charter school.  My family and children have been blessed by 
the community they’ve created.  

———

We have been with them for [REDACTED] years now and spent [REDACTED] years in 
the public system before that. My children went from barely able to hold a pencil correct-
ly or read [REDACTED] to excelling. My older esthetic was homeschooled from [RE-
DACTED] grade. Decided to go to public high school and has a [REDACTED] through 
all his classes last year and class was this year. The teacher always comment about how 
smart he is and well behaved compared to his peers. Had he been in public though those 
grades he would have continued to fall behind and not be the amazing student he is now.  

———
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We have done public school and Braintree (homeschool) and while it can be hard to ho-
meschool, it is worth it.  

———

We have enjoyed working with them for a few years. We really appreciate all the support 
they provide for our students and are thankful to have this opportunity to do school with 
Braintree  

———

We have found great value in our experience with IHLA, and has given us options that 
wouldn’t otherwise be available to support our special needs child. 

———

We have greatly appreciated the program and off ered support. Although we use our own 
curriculum, it is great to have an idea of where our children should be academically and 
have guidelines to follow or strive for. I don’t believe testing is an accurate way to see my 
child’s progress or ability as it is one moment out of months of learning, but I do like to 
know what we should be working toward each year. We are generally ahead.  

———

We have had a great experience so far. We’ve also greatly appreciated the supplemental 
funds which have enabled us to purchase things our children needed to receive their edu-
cation without being a huge fi nancial burden to our family.  

———

We have had a great experience. Our homeroom teacher is amazing! I am so thankful to 
be able to have funds for curriculum that is needed. We are able to do a lot more then we 
had in years past. 

———

We have had a wonderful experience this far.  

———

We have had a wonderful experience with IHLA. I love that they provide such clear 
guidelines and information on what grade level expectations are and then have the staff /
instructors to off er support where it is needed. I love that the resources that I need to 
help my child learn at home are so easily accessible through this program, and I feel so 
much more confi dent in guiding my children’s education with their knowledge and sup-
port. 

———

We have loved it so far. I know our family personally has seen so much positive improve-
ment. My children’s day to day scores have been better than with public brick schools.  

———
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We have had nothing but positive experiences so far. The website is easy to use, the 
teachers have been wonderful and had great resources every step of the way. We wish we 
would have started sooner.  

———

We have had students enrolled in IHLA since it started. It has helped us greatly in ed-
ucating our children. We have enjoyed having a choice in the school we want. It would 
signifi cantly impact many families negatively if it were no longer an option.  

———

We have loved being apart of IHLA. When my son was in a brick and mortar public 
school for [REDACTED] grade I was told that he was ‘falling through the cracks’ and 
that the teacher had no idea because my son was so polite and did his work. So basically 
because he wasn’t a troublesome child he got pushed to the back burner. As soon as I 
brought him home he made LEAPS and bounds of improvement especially in his read-
ing. I’m so grateful for our wonderful teacher helping me choose the best curriculum for 
him and having the learning funds to purchase those things to see him succeed!  

———

We have loved fi nding IHLA as an option for our children. We’ve had [REDACTED] 
children in the program. One went back to brick and mortar public school [REDACTED]. 
But one has been doing it for [REDACTED] years. The one that went back was in step 
with, if not ahead of, her peers; and the one that is still in IHLA is doing very well since 
he is aff orded choices with his schedule and learning preferences that he wouldn’t have 
otherwise. Programs like this need to exist and be free to make choices in the best inter-
est of the families that chose them.  

———

We have had the best experience, and we would be lost without them.  

———

We have loved our at home learning for the fl exibility and involvement in my child’s 
learning. It is helpful to go at a pace that my child learns best while having other learning 
experiences throughout the day at home.  

———

We have loved the option to partner with IHLA for our home education journey. We 
would like to continue to partner as long as it supports the goals we have in our home 
education values and purposes.  

———

We have really enjoyed the opportunity to teach our child at home while having teachers 
and other resources there to guide us in the process.   

———
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We have LOVED using this program for school and learning, my children get to learn 
about things they are interested in and in a way that best helps them retain the things we 
are learning . Every child is diff erent so why are we treating them like they all learn the 
same.  

———

We have participated in two diff erent charters within IHLA and both worked well for our 
family. I personally like the balance of knowing that we are a part of a school, while I still 
get to ‘homeschool’ with some accountability for both myself as teacher, and my children 
as students. It keeps us on track and I do like to know where my students are at as far as 
state testing goes, because it just helps me with a benchmark. We put a lot of emphasis 
in our education on things that will maybe never be tested this way, but will show up 
eventually in how they serve their communities, how they participate, how they think, 
what they strive for, the strength of their character, their versatility and adaptability, how 
they contribute, the solutions they orient toward, the creativity and imagination they 
have, and the type of people they become. Because IHLA allows us to set our schedule 
and rhythm, and learn in our home environment (and in our case often out in nature), 
we have time to focus on all of the core subjects and standards, and truly so much more. 

———

We have really been blessed by being apart of IHLA. My children have been able to 
learn and grow from extra curricular activities that we wouldn’t have been able to aff ord 
otherwise. My husband [REDACTED] and his schedule is all over the place. Because our 
schedule is more fl exible we can spend more time with him on his days off . I have been 
able to choose the curriculum that signs best with my values and what I want my chil-
dren to learn. I am totally involved in what my kids are learning, what they are excelling 
at and what they need extra help in. I am able to target the areas that need improvement 
but also encourage learning in what they love. It’s been good for us to be apart of. 

———

We have the fl exibility to choose curriculum, the opportunities to form community and 
the support from teachers to help my students where I may be lacking. 

———

We highly value our freedom to home educate and be the primary decision makers for 
our children. We are happy to participate in IHLA as it now stands, but if future legisla-
tion restricts these freedoms or adds extra requirements that are burdensome, we will 
withdraw.  

———

We liked IHLA predominantly because of the reimbursement possibilities and the stan-
dardized testing at the end of the year. It also made us aware of public school standards. 
Overall we had a good experience in IHLA. 

———
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We have thoroughly enjoyed being a part of IHLA and it has brought us community and 
socialization with others within the program. IHLA supports parents that want to ho-
meschool but also keep their kids on track with public school standards all while being 
able to have a say in what their kids are learning. The supplemental funding is critical 
in order to give kids opportunities to participate in the public sector regarding sports, 
music, educational fi eld trips, etc. It is a privilege as a parent to be able to watch and help 
my kids learn and thrive.  

———

We hope Idaho will continue to assist families in this way with homeschooling. We hope 
our new state ([REDACTED]) will adopt a similar model of education options. 

———

We hope you give IHLA a fair opportunity as a school. It appears that IHLA has had a 
target on its back and it seems disproportionate to some other schools.  

———

We just got started with Braintree and so far we are really liking the schooling.  

———

We just really appreciate the opportunity to participate in this program and dial in our 
son’s education to his needs and preferences.  

———

We left because the legislature put too many restrictions on the program and it turned 
into more of an online school with much less fl exibility.  

———

We like the freedom of homeschool but struggle with the rigidity of state testing and feel-
ing like we are ‘falling behind’ 

———

We live in a very rural area and the nearest public school is [REDACTED] minuets away 
with no busing options and we don’t have any private school options. close or that we 
could aff ord. IHLA is providing an essential support for my child’s education and I feel 
confi dent as his teacher that we have everything we need to make every year successful. 
I know a lot of others community that simply would not have any educational resources 
without IHLA. My son also has learning diffi  culties and IHLA has helped us get addition-
al resources that have helped him have better success in areas he struggles with as where 
the public school told us they couldn’t off ering him any additional supports.   

———

We love all the help we get for our kids. 

———
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We love being a part of IHLA. It’s wonderful being able to educate our children at a pace 
that works for them, and to give them 1 on 1 instruction. I believe this is invaluable to 
their development and we are defi nitely setting them up for success. 

———

We LOVE being able to choose how to meet state learning goals in a way that works best 
for our family! Our IHLA student loves learning at home and from Braintree teachers. 
Additionally, we are able to adapt to her advanced pace in some subjects while giving 
support where needed in others. This was refl ected in state testing last year (our fi rst 
year with IHLA) where we saw an improvement from fall to spring. This was largely 
in part due to her homeroom teacher off ering specifi c resources and guidance on how 
we could better teach our student. We love IHLA and are grateful for the academic and 
fi nancial support it off ers our family. Thank you for giving us the choice! 

———

We love Braintree and how much it has helped our child grow and excel 

———

We love having support and would like to continue with IHLA long-term. However, if 
resources are taken or restrictions become to stringent, we will home school on our own. 
We would defi nitely vote for legislators that are looking to support home school families. 

———

We love having the ability to homeschool and get some of the supplies covered. We per-
sonally used a faith based curriculum so that isn’t reimbursed. 

One of our kids is going through [REDACTED] and the teachers have worked with us so 
well all of last year and this year when we were going through the thick of it. I don’t think 
normal public school teachers would go out of their way to help in various ways as they 
helped us. 

We bought a laptop and were able to do submissions from [REDACTED] and had that 
partially reimbursed. 

Our kids have tested above the state average in all of the tests they have done yet. Home 
school kids are bright and have more time to learn things in depth. They have more op-
portunities to learn about specifi c things they may be interested in.  

———

We love home learning. My children are motivated to learn for the love of it. It is our 
goal to teach children how to think critically, not what to think. Learning should be for a 
lifetime, not for a test scores.  

———
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We love homeschooling schooling with IHLA. We love our freedom but the change to be 
able to still participate in state testing. 

———

We love IHLA 

———

We love IHLA and don’t appreciate the state mandates. It’s time to stop meddling with 
what’s working well and talk to students not compare test scores that have no bearing in 
the real world  

———

We love IHLA and everything they do for us! They have been amazing and we will defi -
nitely come back next year!  

———

We love IHLA just the way it is, please don’t change anything with this wonderful pro-
gram! My child was struggling in her other [REDACTED] program (a diff erent homes-
chool through a public school system). She has really improved since we enrolled her in 
IHLA, her test scores are up, she enjoys school and learning much more now, she really 
loves IHLA as do I! 

———

We love IHLA so much.  

———

We love IHLA! I think it has been a great source of accountability for me as a homes-
chooler. If IHLA was removed I would most likely not put them in public school, I would 
probably continue to homeschool but I wouldn’t have the same teacher support and 
accountability pushing me to cover a variety of concepts.  

———

We love IHLA. 

———

We LOVE IHLA.    I have [REDACTED] children thriving in this model, including [RE-
DACTED] children with Special Education services.   Without IHLA, we would return to 
traditional homeschooling and would never consider brick and mortar public schooling 
or online public schooling options.  

———
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We love IHLA and will continue to use it as long as it continues to be a support to us. 
We like the testing to track growth and see how our students are doing compared to the 
state. We will not be going to any other public school if we didn’t have IHLA, we would 
simply homeschool and continue on as best we could with less funding.

My children take Spanish and are doing very well, this would not be possible if we didn’t 
have funding until they were in high school. Our local district is the largest in the state 
and it does not off er the programs, classes and experiences that my kids love.

We home educate and we take that job very seriously. We do not just take the money and 
let our kids do whatever they want. They live a beautiful and rich childhood with won-
der and vast learning. My children love school and learning, and reading. Their love for 
learning is cultivated and carefully nurtured at home with many experiences outside of 
the home.

Traditional public school has its place and is a good thing to have in a community. But 
the strength of the family is the most important thing to support a good society and 
economy. This kind of educating is doing just that; it is supporting mothers who want to 
help their children thrive.

Many tests might not refl ect the positive things about this program, it is important to 
remember many (maybe even the majority) of our students struggle with one thing or 
another in their learning or health and the traditional public school didn’t serve them 
well. This kind of disproportion of traditional student vs other needs to be taken into 
consideration when looking at those test results. We should not be punished because all 
the bad test takers leave traditional school to join IHLA who welcomes them and helps 
them reconfi gure a good path forward in their learning and education. Especially to a 
family that is tired and feeling frustrated with the systems in place. Please continue to 
give families and parents the choice of how best to educate their child; parents know 
their children better than you do, and each child is diff erent in their needs and pathways. 

———

We love IHLA. It gives us so much freedom to be apart of our child’s education and 
watch her grow and learn. It gives my children a safe place to learn where they do not 
ever have to be scare. We have a community that we can learn and rely on because of 
Home Ed 360. Without it we would be without so many wonderful things that make my 
daughter’s education a great experience, but we still wouldn’t attend public school. My 
children’s safety is and always will be my fi rst priority. My 2nd priority is that they have 
an education that is tailored to them and the way they learn best. IHLA gives me these 
things.  

———

We love it! 

———

WE LOVE IT! 

———
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We love IHLA; what I don’t love is that the Legislature and the education department 
don’t listen to parents. [REDACTED] There needs to be uniform education from the 
state.  If a small town school doesn’t have to do something, why do we have to?  I would 
love to discuss my views with someone and explain them.  I have put [REDACTED] kids 
through school in the state of Idaho.  We have done everything from traditional school, 
charter, and homeschool/online.  I have seen the changes over the years since my oldest 
graduated in [REDACTED], and I currently have my youngest in [REDACTED] grade.   

———

We LOVE it! I love all the resources and the accountability. Without this program, we 
would probably just play all day and get off  track. I actually like the every other week 
submissions with guidelines because it helps me know what my kids should be learning 
and at what pace. I would have never known how to teach economics and government 
to a [REDACTED]. Braintree is so great at giving example worksheets and curriculum 
options to make sure my kids are very well rounded. We love using our funding for extra-
curricular activities! We have done [REDACTED]. My kids are getting to be exposed to 
so much more than we or a public school could off er. We love Braintree!  

———

We love it! It has been an all around great experience from the beginning! 

———

We love it. It helps us homeschool how WE see fi t. We teach at a diff erent pace for our 
children’s needs. Learning is not a one size fi ts all and shouldn’t be treated as so.  

———

We love it. My daughter is not used to tests online, but we will do our best. Thank you for 
listening to the parents concerns.  

———

We love our experience with IHLA. It helps me be able to help keep my kids on track and 
responsible for their learning.  

———

We love our school. They provide help and accountability to make sure we’re keeping a 
good pace. My kids love it to. My main goal for schooling at home is to help my kids love 
to learn.  

———

We love that we can help our children have a better understanding of the things they 
need while being able to get curriculum that work best for them.  

———
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We love the ability to customize our learning goals to fi t the needs of each child. The 
funds received from IHLA will allow us to create meaningful learning experiences for our 
children.  

———

We love the independence we have! The funds provide a better education experience! 

———

We LOVE them!  They are doing an amazing job of providing those people that are going 
to homeschool either way with resources and curriculum that make it easier and better! 
They increase the quality of education for those who will not be in the traditional public 
school system.  They’ve been wonderful for us.   

———

We love this program and the ability to enrich our students’ lives.  

———

We love you guys! 

———

We moved to Idaho [REDACTED] years ago from [REDACTED] for School Choice! We 
have sent our kids to private school, home schooled and now public school and charter 
schools. It is our ability to choose the right school for our kids that brought us to Idaho. 
We are thankful for all those in Idaho who made school choice possible.  

———

We need options to educate our children how we feel best and should receive funding as 
tax paying citizens.  

———

We needed to overcome some learning obstacles that had been developing in public 
school. Public schools rely too heavily on technology for student success. We needed 
the support and guidance of IHLA to help us create a plan for closing learning gaps and 
unlearning that school is hard. IHLA made it possible for us to correct the educational 
journey.  

———

We pay taxes, why not fi nd a way to let us have the money for school stuff ,  while not 
forcing our children to work at your standards. My child is high- let him work at his 
pace! I’m not holding him back! My other child is low- let her work at pace and not end 
up hating school!   We see a problem with people in the school system. Let us fi x it!  

———
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We primarily use our Supplemental Learning Funds for internet access and curriculum. 
We like the accountability of the weekly/biweekly check-ins/work samples. If the pro-
gram changes too drastically, we will homeschool without the support of IHLA. 

The use of Supplemental Learning Funds can make or break some families ability to 
teach their students at home. The success of IHLA should not be tied to standardized 
test scores. Most of the families utilizing IHLA are teaching their students at home for 
a reason. Medical issues, ADHD, or other learning diffi  culties can impact how a stu-
dent performs on a computerized test, and therefore they are not a good gauge of how a 
student is doing academically. With the increase in autism, ADHD, and other learning 
diffi  culties, our local school district doesn’t have enough resources to give each child the 
attention that they need in order to reach their potential. (Staffi  ng & funding issues). 
IHLA and the supplemental learning funds allow parents to support their local schools 
by acting as their child’s teacher, tutor, and paraprofessional. In this way, programs like 
IHLA are such a huge benefi t to the state.  

———

We really appreciate this option and would be very disappointed to see it smothered by 
more and more regulations. I would like to see the legislature increase taxes for the rich-
est in our state instead of taking more from children 

———

We really appreciated the ability for parent choice in curriculum and fl exibility/support 
in meeting state standards.  

———

We really enjoyed it and would use it again if my daughter’s ever decided they wanted to 
go back to homeschooling. 

———

We really struggled with fi nding the right fi t for our children. After trying [REDACTED] 
diff erent public and charter schools, we have found amazing success at IHLA. We have 
fi nally been able to provide a challenging curriculum, while still meeting grade level 
standards. I am working less in order to support the kids with their school, so having the 
funds available have made it easier on our family to have outside support with extra cur-
ricular activities. The teachers are very kind and hard working. We are extremely grateful 
to have the opportunity to have our kids in this program.  

———

We think this is a great option for families in Idaho to get back some of the money we put 
in to education 

———

We thought it was great overall. 

———
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We really like working with them because they give us options with each assignment that 
allows our children the freedom to help them learn the concepts without forcing them to 
abandon our values. 

We, the parents, are able to use our agency to raise good citizens by teaching them good 
values because we are right there able to look at the resources provided to decide what 
to and how to teach our children as well as use our own resources that we have. Then we 
are included with the feedback from the teachers and are able to communicate with them 
easily to support our children in their learning to meet the learning goals. 

I’ve worked with IHLA for [REDACTED] years now and have seen more and more 
restrictions placed upon them that are now restricting the ability of families in their 
education. It is all about standardized tests now and IHLA has tried to not make this 
be a burden on the families. Standardized test are a joke. They do not show the true 
knowledge of the student. I teach my children to learn not how to pass a test! I’m tired of 
having learning time limited to make sure my children are doing testing in the fall and 
in the spring. IHLA sets up access to practice tests but my students aren’t interested and 
I’m not interested in taking away time of learning just to practice and learn how to take a 
test. Also, the tests do not show what the child knows. One of my children in High School 
[REDACTED]. He was required to take the ISAT and the score came back that he was 
not on level. How is that possible when he already passed [REDACTED] and [REDACT-
ED] to then graduate from IHLA with [REDACTED]?! The ISAT does not show what the 
student actually knows and IHLA is supporting the students to be well rounded, high 
educated, successful citizens that will give back to the nation and society because they 
were able to learn at home with the support they needed from IHLA to receive what they 
needed to learn what they were interested in to become what they dreamed they would 
be. Please lift restrictions and provide support to IHLA which really is providing support 
to dedicated families striving to raise and educate children/youth at home.  

———

We so appreciate IHLA and the supportive community it provides for home educators 
and learners. My son is very advanced. Began reading [REDACTED], and we worried 
about him being bored in traditional school (whether public or private) and teachers not 
having time or resources to help him work ahead. We live in a district that is not well 
rated and do not have the funds currently for private education. At the same time I didn’t 
want to pursue teaching him all on my own, and I was thrilled to discover IHLA where 
I still have access to a certifi ed teacher’s guidance and expertise as well as a counseling 
and administrative staff . It works well for our needs. I can choose the programs and 
curriculum that my son enjoys and that challenges him and we can connect with other 
local families doing the same. My son is also enrolled in homeschool enrichment classes 
[REDACTED].  

———
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We sought out IHLA [REDACTED] because they partnered with Harmony. We had pre-
viously worked with them in [REDACTED]. They off ered enough structure, support and 
accountability for our schooling needs and allowed us the funding to participate in things 
that were individualized to each of my children’s learning. My child has a [REDACTED] 
disability that makes it diffi  cult for her to test and aff ects her reading secondarily. And 
while she tested below her grade initially, her progress gains were steeper than those of 
her peers [REDACTED]. Had she not had the opportunity for individualized learning and 
had instead been a traditional classroom this would not have happened. I also know that 
many questions she missed on the tests were due to her disability and not understanding 
the questions or answers before they would time out.  The test was not a measure of her 
full ability in our case, but even so, she still saw gains in her score. This is largely due to 
IHLA support and also freedom to customize her learning. Because of the increase of 
IHLA testing requirements in the 2025-26 school year we made the diffi  cult decision to 
pull her from IHLA. We felt the additional testing was a burden and would take away 
from her learning in favor of teaching to the test.  

———

We truly enjoy our experience with IHLA. IHLA has been truly wonderful and enriching 
to our children’s education!  

———

We use our supplemental funds in the correct way. This is a great program. The state 
should not take it away. The state testing score are not a great way to measure what a 
child is really learning.  

———

We use the supplement funds for my kids extra curriculum education: [REDACTED]. As 
a middle class family in Idaho, without the funds, we won’t able to support them in these.  
My high schooler is [REDACTED] student. She plays piano and [REDACTED]. My other 
[REDACTED] younger children [REDACTED] are awared as well. [REDACTED]. As 
parents, we see our children achieving their best ever since we start homeschooling. And 
the supplement funds are defi nitely not wasted. We appreciate what we receive and take 
responsibility for how we use the funds.  

———

We want to be left alone. 

———

We were very grateful for the funds that allowed us to enrich our daughter’s education, 
while still allowing us the freedom to customize her learning experience in a way that 
was benefi cial to her and our family. 

———
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We were very happy with our experience. 

———

We work hard with formal curriculum with my child every school day. He learns all the 
standardized or core subjects. I know my child is bad at testing and therefore could be 
part of the testing problem but I can see his development and growth and have confi -
dence he is doing better now than in our assigned public elementary  

———

We would homeschool regardless of this program, but we do believe it helps us give our 
children a more thorough education.  

———

We’re grateful to educate at home and choose various curriculum for our students needs. 
Flexibility, teacher and admin support through Home Ed 360 has been such a great gift 
for our family.  

———

We’re very pleased with the ability to have a fl exible schedule and receive help with in-
structors.  

———

We’ve appreciated having the fl exibility of teaching our child from home, with the addi-
tional support of many experienced teachers and other resources. We also appreciated 
the access to standardized testing to help gauge where our student was at; but, we also 
realized that the testing system does seem to require a large amount of time dedicated 
to ‘teaching to the test’ if you want large changes in the results. I think it’s important to 
recognize that each curriculum teaches things at slightly diff erent rates and grades, and 
so it’s not necessarily realistic to get the results you want in a particular grade. Homes-
chooling is defi nitely more of a long term strategy, building up later upon layer of infor-
mation and a deep love for learning that will hopefully last a lifetime, not just cramming 
for a test that you will soon forget any relevance of while developing a apathy to learning. 

———

We’ve been quite happy with our experience so far.  

———

We’ve been really grateful for the Idaho home learning Academy. It has enabled my 
children to learn more and dive deeper into subjects they want to. This is giving them a 
chance to excel in ways they would not have otherwise. Instead of trying to fi t into the 
box of the curriculum that is provided in a brick and mortar school, we are able to fi nd 
the best fi t for their learning needs, and they have fl ourished. 

———
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We’ve been very pleased with IHLA. We intend to stay with IHLA and would likely tran-
sition to traditional homeschool if IHLA were not an option. We value the teacher sup-
port and guidance in helping us keep our student on track with his learning. 

———

We’ve been with them [REDACTED] years and my son can learn the way he does best. 
No stress of peers bullying him and teachers are usually very helpful and want their stu-
dents to succeed.  

———

We’ve been with this program for [REDACTED] years, whether as Tech Trep or Brain-
tree, and it’s been a really great resource for our family when schooling at home. The 
progress checks and learning goal standards help us stay on track, and we take this very 
seriously. 

———

We’ve enjoyed our time  

———

We’ve really enjoyed our time with IHLA. It has been a blessing for our family and 
helped our child have a great and fulfi lling educational experience. Even during diffi  -
cult times [REDACTED] when in-person public schools were struggling our family was 
thriving. Imposing too many restrictions with schedules/resources or focusing heavily on 
state testing scores will ultimately have a negative eff ect on students and families.   

———

When covid shut down schools my oldest was in [REDACTED] grade and had just gotten 
his IEP. Every day his regular teacher would send an email with that days assignments, 
but then he had almost twice as many worksheets per day to do for his special education 
teacher and it was a struggle to get him to do it all when he knew the rest of his class only 
had to do what their primary teacher assigned. We pulled both our kids out of public 
school after that school year ended and homeschooled independently before discovered 
IHLA. We love being able to choose our own curriculum and being able to teach to our 
kids while still allowing our oldest the ability to get extra help from the special education 
department. We won’t go back to regular brick and mortar public schools. 

———
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When I began my experience with IHLA [REDACTED] years ago, I came from a tradi-
tional homeschooling background, and I found it challenging to provide experiences and 
test out curriculum that was the right fi t for my children. I was afraid to try curriculums 
since they were usually expensive. I also felt like it would be great to have a second opin-
ion on the education I was trying to provide and wanted benchmarks.

IHLA provides solutions to all those pain points and extras I didn’t even know I wanted. 
I feel like our kids are having an INCREDIBLE education experience.

The biggest focus I have THIS year though, is teaching the kids how to take a standard-
ized test. What a waste of time compared to the culture, history, or even STEM career 
exploration they could have in the same amount of time. 

Tests are valuable to get used to taking, since they will experience them and it’s better to 
feel comfortable. But the emphasis feels very targeted and biased against home-educated 
children.

I would’ve thought that the Idaho legislature/Idaho educator boards would’ve been hap-
py to have more insight to a kids’ school day, but instead I feel almost punished for want-
ing to provide a richer experience, and leaving for traditional homeschool is something 
I think about every year as a possibility. If I was homeschooling traditionally, I wouldn’t 
make offi  cial state tests a priority. IHLA has made it reasonable working with proctored 
testing from home, and providing testing centers near home. 

———

When schooling at home, most academic subjects can be taught relatively inexpensive-
ly, or provided by IHLA, but electives are often very expensive. My older children who 
are in traditional schools can take art, PE, theatre and foreign language through the 
schools. Some charter schools are also able to off er high level specialized instruction, 
like [REDACTED], and I see this program as similar in that way. Classes and sports for 
my home educated children are a signifi cant part of what we use funds for and are what 
makes IHLA worth it for us. These are how our kids get vital socialization and experience 
learning from a variety of teachers with a variety of passions. It has allowed my children 
to explore fi elds and pursue passions that would have otherwise been inaccessible. 

———

When the government strings become too much, the parents will abandon this program. 
Most consider themselves homeschoolers even though IHLA and the state consider them 
‘public schooled at home’. Already all of the testing requirements are driving parents 
away, myself included. The state has a unique opportunity to partner with parents to 
create a really neat customized education system if they will only apply some out of the 
box thinking. They also need to really understand what motivates parents to take on the 
responsibility of educating their children to be able to serve them best.  

———
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When we started with IHLA (Tech Trep) in [REDACTED], my son was getting behind in 
his education due to his lack of ability to focus on his school work. With the educational 
funds, off ered by the school, we were able to change his curriculum. This helped, some, 
but then we were able to pay for [REDACTED] lessons! This was defi nitely outside our 
budget. It is amazing the diff erence this made for our son! His focus improved dramat-
ically! He is a [REDACTED] this year. [REDACTED]! We are so proud of him! I suspect 
that without IHLA, he would still be struggling with both learning and self esteem! We 
are so grateful for IHLA and to the Idaho legislature for allowing these funds to be used 
wisely in a customized fashion , rather than the one size fi ts all that does not really fi t 
anyone! 

———

While I have chosen to homeschool independently, I truly appreciate that there are op-
tions here in Idaho. I believe Braintree should be the model for all other virtual schools 
in the state. Not only do they excel at what they do, but their entire team - including the 
director, leadership, funding teams, events team, communication team, and teachers - 
genuinely care about every student and consistently go the extra mile to ensure families 
receive the support they need to succeed. 

———

While it honestly wasn’t for us it did help us transition to homeschooling. 

———

While my children are not currently part of the IHLA system, I have solid plans to go 
back and be part of it again. It is a great resource and opportunity for many children in 
our state to be able to develop themselves into great citizens because of how it is current-
ly working and being managed. Even though I had stepped away, I kept in touch with 
how the organization has grown and have seen positive change through the years that 
heavily outweighs the negative changes. 

———

While our experience was positive and I saw growth in my child, I think that was due to 
the fact that I am a certifi ed teacher and have experience with curriculum selection and 
instructional methods.  Parents who aren’t teachers need more than just guidance. 

———

While test scores appear low, children are schooled at home for a variety of reasons and a 
simple test score doesn’t provide a whole child picture. While my daughter tests very low, 
you have no idea how hard she has worked to be where she is, or the fact that she has a 
[REDACTED] that makes learning beyond diffi  cult, or that all of her [REDACTED] so 
that she can go at her own pace. Her test scores are only one part of her academics, and 
to believe that’s the only way to assess success is short sided. 

———
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With a child with multiple learning disabilities, aff ording private tutoring is extreme-
ly expensive.  Public schools are not able to meet these individual needs as they are so 
stretched and do not have the appropriate training.  Specifi c tutoring (by trained individ-
uals) is a must for these students to be successful.  Please do not take away funding for 
these children.   

———

With IHLA we were able to bring my child up to state standards and even advanced in 
some areas. My child has special education needs that were not being met in the tradi-
tional classroom. We were able to catch him up on his math and get him back to grade 
level as well as he has made huge improvements on his reading and language arts un-
derstanding. The special education department has supplied additional support with the 
therapies my son needs and he is thriving! 

———

With the fl exibility and resources available with this program I am able to give my 
children a better education than without it. If this changed or stopped I would have to 
educate at home without the support and accountability. I would not put my children in 
public school, so having this program keeps me accountable and supported as I educate 
at home.  

———

Without Braintree I don’t know if I would of been so comfortable to homeschooling 

———

Without funding and the freedom to choose our own curriculum, it would not be worth 
participating in IHLA. Honestly, the program has been incredibly stressful for me and 
our children. We have stuck it out to see if the special ed resources can actually help 
them.  

———

Without IHLA my [REDACTED] children would struggle more than they already do, I 
would have to take on the entire load myself.

The learning funds allow me to be home with my children and proved them a quality ed-
ucation and extra curricular activities without having to work full-time in a challenging 
economy. 

———
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Without IHLA my children would be struggling in school and feel ‘lost in the crowd’. 
They are also able to be themselves without having their natural drive and determination 
changed to match everyone else. My [REDACTED] were in public school from the time 
they reached an eligible age and I could see them changing to fi t in from a very young 
age. Since we joined IHLA [REDACTED] years ago I have seen them return to who they 
were before public school. My middle child attended public school for [REDACTED]. She 
made the decision to join her older siblings for [REDACTED] grade [REDACTED] and 
has loved every minute of it. She is excelling in mathematics and reading far surpassing 
[REDACTED] who is in public school. I love that my children can be themselves, learn at 
their own pace, and still feel like they are excelling and learning along with their ‘peers’. 
Without the opportunity from IHLA they also would not be learning to appreciate the 
beauty of music and dance because I could not fi nancially aff ord to off er it to them. They 
love that it is an extension of their learning and see how it can help them with their aca-
demics.  

———

Without the funds provided, my children would not have had the opportunity to partici-
pate in all of the extracurricular activities they did. I appreciate the accountability to stay 
on task with school.  

———

Without the IHLA my [REDACTED] year old son would have been passed from grade to 
grade in public school until he eventually failed. Being able to school him at home after 
his [REDACTED] has made all of the diff erence for him and our family. He has been able 
to catch up with his peers and is on track to graduate with them. IHLA has also made 
it possible for our [REDACTED] year old to surpass his peers. He re-entered the public 
school system [REDACTED] and is rocking it. He was able to develop a love of learning 
at home that has now led to him being an excellent student. His public school teachers 
appreciate his positive attitude about learning. Something that is lacking in the other 
kids at his school. And lastly, IHLA has allowed us to work ahead with our [REDACTED] 
year old who is now in grade [REDACTED]. He is already reading and working on writ-
ing books of his own. Without IHLA and the supplemental funds they off er, none of this 
would have been possible! 

———

Without this program I would struggle to get the curriculum my child needs to learn. If 
this program did not exist I would continue to homeschool. I would never put my child in 
public school. 

———
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Without this program we would be lost. We love the in person meet ups where we learn 
together and cover important learning goals. We so appreciate the funding to buy books, 
curriculum, and tutoring. The teachers are always there for us and help with feedback 
and grading. It has enhanced our homeschooling journey and will prepare my kids for 
success in the real world. 

———

Yes go do your actual job and stop pretending you care about kids and you are ruining 
education with your infl uence and I and pretty much every parent will go without the 
money if that is the only way to cut their destructive infl uence from our kids. We wish 
them to succeed and do not appreciate their direct plans to set them up to fail.  

———

Yes- state standards are a joke. We as homeschoolers don’t want to make our kids test. 
Most homeschoolers aren’t even familiar with testing and it causes them anxiety, and 
then in turn they don’t test well. It is not an accurate indicator of where they are at 
academically. We teach our kids at their pace, where they are at individually. Stop with 
adding more requirements and restrictions for the program with these ridiculous testing 
requirements. The over reach is going to make more families drop out of the program. 
We homeschool because we feel parents know best what their children need.  

———

Yes!  I would love a legislator to reach out and see the vast portfolio of learning oppor-
tunities my children have had over the last [REDACTED] years using IHLA as a public 
schooling option for our family.  We have enjoyed countless learning opportunities be-
yond what would ever be possible in a brick and mortar public school. 

———

Yes, [REDACTED] after we were accepted to IHLA/Harmony our [REDACTED] was 
diagnosed with [REDACTED]. It rocked us to our core. IHLA and specifi cally Harmo-
ny stepped in and gave us so much support. We were able to keep our other kids home 
and still give them an education, without exposing them to all the sickness in traditional 
schools. It kept our kid with the diagnosis as safe as we could and it allowed us to fo-
cus on our families needs as a whole, because someone else was giving the educational 
support they/we needed. We wouldn’t have sent our kids to traditional school in light of 
the diagnosis. So without IHLA they would have had a minimal education last year as he 
went through the most intense part of treatment. We are so thankful for this school!  

———

Yes, IHLA was a wonderful support for the homeschooling community and now it isn’t 
so much.  The majority of people who turn to IHLA have left the public brick and mortar 
schools for a reason... Replicating that environment but online is not going to help these 
people, a lot of whom feel they were failed by the public school system for various rea-
sons.  

———
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Yes, I have been schooling my kids at home from the beginning of their school careers. I 
now have [REDACTED] kids in public [REDACTED] school (their choice not ours) and 
they are thriving, straight A, students. I feel with the fl exibility that we have been given 
for our schooling journey has allowed my kids to be confi dent learners and really enjoy 
learning. We have been able to move faster when needed and slow down when needed 
to build a solid foundation for them to grow and become adults.  There are many ways 
that parents decide to educate their children and we respect all of them. However we will 
forever be grateful for the opportunities we have had with IHLA, and the growth IHLA 
has provided our family.  

———

Yes, I think I off er a unique perspective both as a former teacher for IHLA [REDACTED] 
and a Mom who chooses to home educate her students. 

IHLA has given me great support and fl exibility as someone who home educates. 

IHLA has supported my students through reading challenges and we have see great 
growth. The funding that is received has helped my students have access to resources 
and supplies that have helped their lives. We were able to purchase materials for inter-
vention. The support in live classes from teachers has helped my students learn and have 
a great education experience. IHLA cares about students and families. My students have 
been able to strengthen their values, support the community through volunteering, and 
have mentorship’s that expand learning. 

I really hope that Legislators see that there is a need for this in our state. To seek to shut 
it down would be to ignore constituents. I would be happy to speak on this and my expe-
rience more. Thank you.  

———

Yes, IHLA provides an opportunity for Idaho families to attend public school while hav-
ing freedom to select the best learning opportunities for their children. It is the best of 
both worlds. Accountability, individualization, fl exibility, and opportunity. IHLA has a 
large enrollment because it fi ts all types of families. My child was able to access advanced 
learning options that would not have been available in a brick and mortar setting. Other 
families can help struggling children catch up when they fall behind. Since you voted 
to allow government funds to go to students attending private schools, don’t take away 
funds from these students who are attending a public school. 

———

Yes. The weekly reporting and increased requirements from the state has become way 
too invasive.  As a taxpayer, my homeschooled children should have full access to funds 
without the many stringent requirements and hoops to jump through.  Also, there should 
be no segregation of religious materials as the indoctrination pushed by public schools is 
religious in and of itself.

———
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Yes, please don’t take this away from children. We pull our kids out because public 
schools are not a one shoe fi ts all type of things. There are kids with special needs, learn-
ing disabilities, and behavioral problems that have made it impossible for public schools 
to meet their needs. There are just too many kids. These kids are getting 1 on 1 support 
by an ENTIRE school program and their community. Kids are being able to be met exact-
ly where they are. Please don’t take any of this away. Other states are also thriving with 
programs just like this.  

———

Yes, quit messing up a good thing. More involvement from unconnected bureaucrats in 
my child’s education only adds more red tape to something that is working. The more 
regulations you put on IHLA and the more Idaho legislatures try to make it conform to 
brick and mortar schools and their schedules the less likely home educators are to uti-
lize IHLA. Like many others I choose to home educate my children because I want the 
freedom to teach them the way I think is best. Parents know their own children best and 
I have said often that any caring parent is fully qualifi ed to teach their own children. Al-
though not necessarily qualifi ed to teach other people’s children but their own, 100% yes. 

———

Yes. I believe this innovative type of education is what will create the future leaders of 
our workforce. Not all students fi t into a one-size-fi ts-all box, and giving families the abil-
ity to educate at home - with the people who know them, love them, and can challenge 
them best - is the right path forward. Using government funds is essential to helping 
families continue this work at home, and that money is never wasted the way it some-
times can be in brick-and-mortar schools. For example, when my boys used Explode the 
Code in brick-and-mortar, they often brought home mostly empty workbooks at the end 
of the year. At home, we complete the program in full - not a single page is wasted.

Another strength of IHLA is the consistency of working with our homeroom teacher 
year after year. She knows my students well, understands their strengths and needs, and 
supports them in a way that builds confi dence and growth. I’m so thankful for the strong 
relationship we’ve been able to have with her because it’s been an incredible blessing for 
our family. 

———

Yes. The legislature said they want to prioritize school ‘choice’ by approving the $5,000 
tax credit for kids to attend private school. Yet, in the same breath, they have attempted 
to eliminate public school at home. Brick and mortar public schools are not viewed as 
‘safe’ by a lot of families because of the indoctrination taking place there. Parents want to 
raise our kids are their primary role models who know our kids best. We want our kids 
to grow and thrive while emphasizing family values and togetherness. I have been dis-
appointed in the hypocrisy of the legislature because I feel they do not value parents as a 
child’s fi rst and best teacher. I will be devastated if programs like IHLA are restricted in 
the great freedom state of Idaho.

———
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Yes--it redirects public money to unqualifi ed curriculum providers, generally results in a 
poorer quality education, and overlooks many children who have special needs that their 
parents are not able to recognize because their sample size is too small.

———

Yes. What I most want the Legislature to understand is that the Idaho Home Learning 
Academy (IHLA) is not just a ‘nice to have’ option for my family, it is the only way my 
children can receive an education that is safe, appropriate, and eff ective. 

Public brick-and-mortar school never has been and never will be an option for my chil-
dren. The risks of school violence, bullying, and an environment that does not meet their 
needs are simply too high. Without IHLA as it currently stands, with fl exibility in curric-
ulum choice and supplemental learning funds, my children will be forced into traditional 
homeschooling and lose access to critical supports. I consider that not only harmful, but 
also a profound FERPA violation, stripping away rights and resources that other Idaho 
students are guaranteed.

IHLA off ers the least restrictive educational environment for my children. That is some-
thing the Legislature must hold as sacred! This program allows us to build an individual-
ized education that truly meets their needs, something impossible to achieve in a one-
size-fi ts-all classroom. 

The state’s own mandated testing often paints a misleading picture: many IHLA students 
test ‘below average’ because the program serves a high percentage of students in need of 
SPED services, with and without IEPs and 504s. But those numbers do not refl ect the re-
ality of progress being made. Standardized tests fail to measure creativity, critical think-
ing, social-emotional growth, resilience, or the sense of safety and stability that allows 
children to learn at all.

If families are denied the option of choosing IHLA schools as they currently exist, the re-
sult is not that students suddenly return to and thrive in public brick and mortar schools. 
Instead, they are pushed into environments that have already failed them, or into unsup-
ported traditional homeschooling. That is not choice. That is abandonment. And the cost 
of that abandonment will not just be borne by our children, but by our communities and 
our state.  

While I believe that traditional homeschooling is best for some families at some points 
in their educational journey and should be protected, for those who want support and to 
stay on a clear, public school aligned education path, the IHLA schools off er an incredi-
ble middle ground that supports families, engages students, and ensures public monies 
are being well spent!

In short: if IHLA disappears or loses its fl exibility, families like mine will be left with no 
safe or appropriate option. Students will suff er. Families will be forced into isolation. 
And society as a whole will pay the price. Idaho cannot aff ord that.

———
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[REDACTED] I just want to communicate how appreciative parents are that they have a 
safe and successful school they can use from home. My students feel safe and happy in 
their virtual instruction and learn valuable life skills from me. 

———

[REDACTED] I think the school-at-home model brings a great deal of ownership for 
their learning to the student. It better prepares them, maybe not in academics but in 
organization and self-motivation to be curious lifelong learners! 

———

[REDACTED] I wish every state had a charter school option like IHLA. I have seem 
a bunch that say they are similar but in reality they have no fl exibility or support for 
students and families or they require full schools days on zoom, which is draining for a 
student. Allowing students to learn in places that are unique to their own needs allows 
fl exibility and growth and creates students with 21st century skills for our modem digital 
world. IHLA students are equipped for a wide range of jobs and careers because they are 
adaptable, fl exible, committed, and have a strong sense of the importance of technology. 
These students will be the innovators for the next few decades and IHLA embodies the 
future of education. 

———

[REDACTED] One of my favorite parts of my job is making connections with students 
and helping them complete their high school puzzle. Since working for IHLA, I have been 
able to grow new connections with student and help them accomplish their goals before 
graduation. It has been very eye openings to see what high school students can com-
plete when they have fl exibility in their schedules. Not only do we have students earning 
their Associate Degrees, we have had a handful of students enrolled in programs at the 
college level. These programs Dental Assisting, Electrical Apprenticeships, EMT, CNA, 
and Welding. It has been so fun to watch students grow, and accomplish so many goals 
during their high school years. 

———

Teacher Responses
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1. I am paraphrasing a comment I heard [REDACTED]. It’s regarding the known deci-
sion to publish something that still needs work - 

“Why stop a good thing just because it is not yet perfect? It’s better to get it started and 
continue to improve than remove the entire work.”  [REDACTED] why would a good but 
imperfect school model be shut down because it is continuously improving?  If the status 
quo were working, families would look for alternatives and choices in education.

2. This model is cost-eff ective, provides true choice (charters and private schools can 
choose who walks through the door), and equity. HB 93 provides a choice for those who 
can already aff ord a choice.  There is a have and have-not division for private schools, 
private homeschooling, and those who cannot aff ord to access those choices. The IHLA 
model provides families who prefer the home education choice and a more equal chance 
to make that choice. The educational funds provided (with stringent oversight) give par-
ents real choices in education.

———

As a mom and an educator, I see IHLA as a great asset to our state. It is extremely frus-
trating to hear from our Legislature on how we should be educating our own children. 
They do not know who my child is or how they best learn. 

———

As a teacher with Idaho Home Learning Academy, I see fi rsthand how our model embod-
ies educational choice and student-centered learning. We provide a rigorous, accredited 
education that is both fl exible and structured, meeting students where they are and chal-
lenging them to reach their full potential.

My experience allows me to help families tailor instruction to individual learning styles, 
something that is often a challenge in overcrowded traditional classrooms. Through our 
use of state-standard-aligned curriculum and standardized data, I can precisely identify 
learning gaps and accelerate growth, ensuring every student masters essential skills.

We are not a replacement for traditional schools, but a vital partner in Idaho’s educa-
tional ecosystem. We serve families for whom a brick-and-mortar setting is not the right 
fi t, keeping public school funds within the public system while fulfi lling our mission to 
educate all students. Supporting diverse models like ours is crucial for ensuring every 
Idaho child has the opportunity to succeed.

———

As a teacher with IHLA, I have seen students with high needs who struggled in tradi-
tional brick-and-mortar settings fl ourish and make growth they were not achieving in 
traditional settings. I love my job and am so grateful to be able to make a diff erence in 
the lives of these students and to support their families as well. The teachers and admin-
istrators truly care for all of our students, families, and each other as well.  We are doing 
everything possible to provide our students with the best education tailored to their indi-
vidual needs. There is a reason we have 8000 students in our school. 

———
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As a teacher with IHLA [REDACTED] I have had the opportunity to meet with many 
students and parents. I have had some wonderful experiences and have been able to help 
many families to get onto the right track with their learning so that they are meeting the 
standards. One thing I have noticed is that many of the families that join our program 
have removed their children from a brick and mortar school because they felt that their 
child needed something diff erent to succeed. Sometimes the parents felt their child was 
not receiving the support and learning they needed there, because of the sheer number of 
students in each classroom. Other times the student struggled with mental health strug-
gles and challenges such as ADHD, anxiety, etc. and they were able to help their child 
better in this one-on-one setting while still meeting their academic needs. I believe that 
these types of alternative options are needed for our students to fi nd success. 

———

As a teacher with IHLA I have been able to see many great changes in my students.  
Some students move to IHLA after having an IEP ignored, severe bullying, having test-
ing refused, and being ignored in the traditional school setting.  Many have started with 
IHLA behind grade level.  It has been a joy to see these students fi nd their strengths and 
rediscover a love of learning.  As a teacher I also appreciate the ways that the evaluators 
and principals support me in my role.  The intervention team is fantastic and always 
keeps me in the loop on my students progress and changing needs.  I am able to work 
more closely with parents.  It feels like a team coming together to help the student and 
the results are students who improve a great deal over the year.  It is rewarding to be a 
part of this program.

———

As a teacher with the Idaho Home Learning Academy, I greatly appreciate the fl exibility 
and personalized learning opportunities IHLA provides for students. I have seen fi rst-
hand how the asynchronous format allows students to work at their own pace, which 
benefi ts those who may need extra time as well as those who are ready to advance 
quickly.

I would like the Legislature to know that IHLA also supports diverse learning styles and 
encourages innovation in teaching methods. Online learning requires strong communi-
cation, organization, and adaptability, and I feel that IHLA fosters an environment where 
both teachers and students can thrive.

Finally, I hope the Legislature continues to support programs like IHLA that provide eq-
uitable, high-quality educational options for all Idaho students, especially those who may 
struggle in traditional classroom settings or need a more fl exible schedule to succeed.

———
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As a teacher, I have seen incredible growth in students, sometimes simply because they 
are learning in a comfortable, low-stress environment at home. Whether a student 
succeeds on a test is not the only - or even the best - indicator of their potential or future 
success. I also see caring parents and dedicated colleagues who work tirelessly every day 
to challenge students while ensuring they receive the care, attention, and consideration 
they need throughout their learning journey.

———

Before you make any judgments based on money and funding, I would plead with you 
to actually take some time, look at, and be in our school. Talk to our parents and to us. I 
am one of the teachers who blew up your phones and emails last year, and I called each 
of my students’ parents to get a hold of you. (We also made a lesson about Government 
and our civic duties when you all came after our school.) These students are MY KIDS. 
If you think, just because I teach in a virtual setting, I’m any less loving and protective of 
my students than a teacher who is in a physical classroom with them every day, you’re 
wrong. I can tell you the stories of all of my students, why they choose our school, and 
why it is best for their families.

I can tell you of my kid who was assaulted [REDACTED]. I can tell you of families who 
work in the mountains and don’t think the hour-and-a-half commute from their moun-
tain home is worth the time, so they use our school. I can tell you of a family who has had 
a loss, and the parents want to hold their kids close and soak up time. I can tell you about 
a student [REDACTED] who was terminally ill [REDACTED].

Just because we may not fi t the mold doesn’t mean our school doesn’t have incredible 
value. So please make sure that you actually do your research and think about what is 
best for MY KIDS before you vote based on fi lling other people’s wallets. (Which, by the 
way, you should actually look at our model for funding because it is brilliant! But that is 
just an opinion, as I am not on the funding team. I can only speak for my job as a [RE-
DACTED] teacher.)

———

Being a teacher takes a lot of work, and online teaching can feel pretty diff erent from 
a traditional classroom. But this online setup is such an important way to meet each 
student’s needs, especially for parents who don’t have many other options but still need 
support and resources for their kids. It’s a diff erent way of learning, but as many of our 
parents and teachers know, it works really well for a lot of students. And if it doesn’t, 
that’s totally okay too, they can fi nd a diff erent option that fi ts their family. That’s the 
beauty of having choices that prioritize the student’s best interests, which is what makes 
Idaho special, and this program even more so.

———
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Being a teacher with Idaho Home Learning Academy has been an enormous blessing, 
as I have been able to raise my children at home while helping children around the state 
meet their academic and personal goals. I have always wanted to be a teacher, and this 
has provided the perfect opportunity for my current stage of life! It has also broadened 
my perspective on education and curriculum in a positive way.  This program has blessed 
thousands of children around the state who otherwise would not have had the ability to 
be public students. 

———

Being a teacher with IHLA has been a very rewarding experience. I love to see student 
growth throughout the year, and it is very special that students are free to learn at their 
own pace, and topics that interest them. I have found that the vast majority of families 
enrolled with IHLA care a great deal about their students’ success, even if it isn’t refl ect-
ed in a standardized test.

———

Being an IHLA teacher has been such a rewarding experience. It’s truly amazing to be 
part of each student’s learning journey, especially alongside parents who are so involved 
and committed to their child’s success. I love seeing how this program provides opportu-
nities for students who may have struggled in a traditional setting to thrive in a learning 
environment that fi ts their needs. Watching them grow and succeed with Home Learning 
has been incredibly fulfi lling.

———

Families depend on us for support and community. 

———

Great commitment to small town learning

———

Honestly, the fl exibility is the greatest thing about this school, for both students and us 
teachers. It lets kids connect what they’re learning to their actual lives in ways a tradi-
tional school just can’t match.

[REDACTED]

I also want the Legislature to know that the teachers who work here are truly something 
special. I get to work with highly educated people who are incredibly caring, proactive, 
and committed to making this online model work. We’re a team that really believes in 
giving every student and family the best possible experience. We don’t just “show up”- 
we’re constantly fi guring out new ways to teach and innovate because we’re passionate 
about what we do and we see the results.

———
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I absolutely adore my time working for IHLA, I think this is a very beautiful way to blend 
school of choice with schooling from home opportunities, and we are giving an expe-
rience to many families and students that they would not otherwise have without our 
support. I love to look at education beyond the classroom and numbers, and the majority 
of our students are doing and experiencing things that no mathematical equation or desk 
could ever give them. It’s about the families and the students. 

———

I absolutely love working for IHLA. I love being part of a school that off ers so many vary-
ing resources, choices, and variations for students. We fi t a niche need in our state and 
provide an essential, fl exible educational alternative for families who need a non-tradi-
tional path, ensuring every student has the opportunity to thrive on their own terms.

———

I am a SPED educator [REDACTED]. I have never felt more fulfi lled in my work, nor 
have I ever been so well-supported as a SPED educator. I have access to regular PLCs, 
a comprehensive tech-based service grid, and a highly responsive administrative team. 
The SPED model at IHLA should serve as a shining example of how special education 
programs can and should be structured and supported. Under this approach, SPED pro-
grams could truly thrive.

———

I am a teacher and parent in the program. I love this program and strongly believe it 
helps and provides so much for so many families. It is a wonderful program with amaz-
ing teachers and administration 

———

I am able to provide students with instruction and guidance they would not receive in 
traditional homeschool situations. 

———

I am deeply saddened/frustrated at the way teachers have been compensated for their 
work. When I began in [REDACTED]. This equates to a 56% increase of student load vs. 
a 23% pay increase. This is not even considering the increase in testing. We are testing 
around triple the students before and are required to do it in the same month we had 
before. I feel very undervalued as a teacher and it’s insulting. A lot of us have to have this 
job to make ends meet, and many of us are not happy with the way things have went the 
last couple years. In my honest opinion, the program will not be successful long term if it 
continues to go this way. I wish I had something positive to say, but I don’t. 

———
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I am grateful to work for a school that is innovative, seeking the best interest of its stu-
dents, and works hard to personalize education in a way that every student can be suc-
cessful.

———

I am impressed with the professionalism of the leadership.   I believe they are interested 
in my success as a teacher.

———

I believe IHLA is a great opportunity for many students. We off er many things other 
schools do not. There is a strong team of admins and teachers that want to help educate 
students and give them the best learning opportunity possible. 

———

I believe IHLA off ers a public school option that meets the need of many families and 
students in the State of Idaho. Without IHLA, I believe the majority of IHLA’s public-
ly enrolled students would simply withdraw completely from Idaho’s public education 
system. 

———

I believe in what IHLA is doing. [REDACTED] IHLA changes the game. The level of edu-
cation that most students receive is impressive. I also do agree with standardized testing; 
however, the way AMIRA has been implemented this year has been a gross misuse of 
authority. It was not ready to roll out, and there have been issue after issue. It would not 
be very responsible to view any results shown from these fi rst few assessments, especially 
as valid. Students only found success if the computer seemed to agree. [REDACTED]. I 
would certainly hope that the state would do its due diligence when it comes time to take 
things into consideration. 

———

I believe we are providing valuable educational opportunities for Idaho families that seek 
alternate schooling for their children.

———

I enjoy my job and getting to help families reach their goals. Some families come to our 
school when they have been trying to homeschool on their own at home. Students need 
support of a program like this one. Idaho allows students to homeschool with no super-
vision. Programs like IHLA can help bridge the gap for these students. Testing scores are 
just one piece of a puzzle and we can see the research year after year that standardized 
tests are not indicative of a good education. 

———
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I enjoy my role as a teacher. I like seeing my students grow and know that I have been a 
valuable part of the process. I think families should have the right to school at home and 
have more control over what their children are learning. 

———

I enjoy what I do and helping the students learn the best way they can. 

———

I feel that IHLA is a vital way to make sure those families that choose to homeschool 
have a way to make sure their children are where they need to be academically.  I think if 
families are allowed the option to homeschool there needs to be a way to help these fam-
ilies, and IHLA is a wonderful program with certifi ed and qualifi ed individuals to help 
ensure students are meeting standards.

———

I feel that IHLA is one of the many gems our incredible state has to off er, where par-
ents have many options for their child(ren)’s education.  It is so freeing to have choices 
and fl exibility. IHLA provides a great option for those schooling at home with support, 
resources, and accountability while providing fl exibility not available in other school 
settings. 

———

I feel that the students I teach excel in our unique environment. They work hard for us. 
As in all educational settings, we deal with challenges, but we work so hard to solve and 
overcome them.

———

I feel very privileged to be a teacher with IHLA AND to have my own children enrolled 
in the program. They were in a brick-and-mortar. I taught with IHLA for [REDACTED] 
years and continued to feel pulled to that way of educating children. I put my [REDACT-
ED] children in [REDACTED], and it has been incredible. All [REDACTED] of my chil-
dren have improved their testing scores from public school [REDACTED]. 

———

I genuinely enjoy working for IHLA. [REDACTED] IHLA gives me the fl exibility to be 
a teacher when my life might not otherwise allow me to be one. I engage with students 
every single day in my job. The feedback I provide students is detailed and informative, 
more so than it would be in person. No teaching job is perfect, but this one is eff ective 
and engaging for both me and my students. 

———
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I have [REDACTED] years in brick-and-mortar schools before coming to IHLA.  In this 
environment, I am able to connect with parents on a deeper level than I ever was in 
brick-and-mortar schools.  The parents are more involved in their child’s education, and 
the child benefi ts from that support.   This has been a signifi cant change in my career, 
and I am witnessing growth and improvements in my students’ abilities more so than in 
traditional brick-and-mortar schools. 

———

I have been in education for over [REDACTED] years and I have never felt a greater 
sense of collaboration, community and genuine interest in the student as I do at IHLA!  
It is a FANTASTIC school to be apart of and every single staff  member is truly dedicated 
to education and the well being of the community, students and their families!

———

I have been with IHLA since [REDACTED]. IHLA has been a Godsend to many families. 
It gives resources where students and families can get support from qualifi ed teachers 
and staff  to facilitate learning at home. It has disrupted the typical school model, which 
I think is a good thing. There needs to be a change within the typical school model, too 
many children are being left behind (including learning, socially, and mentally) in the 
brick and mortar settings, and this provides a safe place to have success. 

The current accountability measures are not the best way to measure success. I know 
why we do them; however, it is not an accurate model of knowledge and learning.  

I worked for many years in the brick-and-mortar school setting. I witnessed so many 
struggling students and staff  who are trying their best, but a change of setting can ease 
many of those burdens. I have witnessed this in my students, my own children, and my 
fellow co-workers.

[REDACTED]

I have many personal experiences I would be happy to give more details on where failure 
has turned into success. Thank you for asking for our input. I really appreciate it. Feel 
free to reach out if you would like more detailed accounts of success!! [REDACTED]

———

I have enjoyed learning from each of my students in various ways. I am thankful that I 
get to be a part of their learning and support them in any way they need, whether I am 
teaching a class, providing resources, off ering feedback, helping with curriculum issues, 
or performing other similar tasks. 

———

I have enjoyed my experience as a teacher with IHLA. I think that IHLA meets a need 
in the state for students that is not available elsewhere. In my experience, students and 
parents work hard to provide and obtain a good education. 

———
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I have enjoyed my time working as a teacher with Idaho Home Learning Academy. One 
of the aspects I really appreciate is the ability to work from home and the meaningful in-
teractions I have with both students and parents. It’s clear that families value the person-
alized education their children receive, tailored to their individual needs.

IHLA also does a great job off ering a variety of fi eld trips and activities throughout the 
state, providing enriching experiences for students in all regions of Idaho. The school 
is committed to tracking student growth and ensuring progress throughout the year, 
which I believe is one of its strengths. Also, communication with both families and staff  
is strong and consistent.

While the role can be demanding and responsibilities have increased over time, I remain 
committed to supporting students and families. I’m hopeful that as the program contin-
ues to grow and evolve, there will be opportunities to better align compensation with the 
time and eff ort teachers invest. Despite the challenges, the rewarding nature of the work 
and the impact we have on students’ lives make it a fulfi lling experience.

———

I have enjoyed working for IHLA. I believe there is a large segment of the population who 
want and benefi t from help with homeschool.

———

I have had an amazing experience as a teacher with IHLA. I love getting to connect with 
families, celebrate their successes, and continue to teach and work with students as a 
stay-at-home mom. It is an incredible program and I love getting to be a part of it! 

———

I have had the pleasure of teaching some of the brightest, most well-rounded students. 
After teaching in a brick and mortar school and now for IHLA for [REDACTED] years, 
I can say with certainty that the quality of student is impressive. These students have 
goals, outside hobbies and interests, and high expectations for themselves. They have 
been nothing short of impressive in every way and I love my job very much.

———

I have loved my time as both a teacher and a parent in [REDACTED] program. I have 
developed strong relationships and families and students and have seen students thrive 
when given the individualized education IHLA provides so well. 

———

I have loved the experience. I have been working for IHLA for [REDACTED] years. I love 
the relationships I have built with students, parents, co-workers, and administration. I 
feel like we are valued as educators by IHLA. I feel like we are asked to adapt to many 
changes. The Administration at IHLA create a very positive environment and Do a lot to 
help support students, parents, and teachers.

———
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I have loved the support and continued learning and growing they provide to make and 
encourage us to be the best teachers and support to our students and families. 

———

I have loved working for IHLA and watching this wonderful community grow. Our 
students are thriving, and I am so grateful that they have IHLA. I love that I get to work 
with families and loop through the years. The partnerships are wonderful. 

———

I have loved working for IHLA!  It’s an amazing group of highly-qualifi ed professionals 
who really care about students and want the best training available for teachers!  Support 
is amazing!  Everyone wants everyone else to succeed! 

———

I have loved working with IHLA. This will be my [REDACTED] year with IHLA and I 
cannot think of a better job for me to have. I love the families I work with. IHLA admin-
istration is the supportive educational administration I have every worked with. It’s a 
fantastic school. 

———

I have never worked with a team of administrators so determined to improve and perfect 
the processes to make sure our school is empowering students and families AND follow-
ing state requirements and law. There have been great improvements because of their 
eff orts the last several years.  But, I felt that from day 1 when I started working for IHLA.  
Drama and complaints about a correction plan was never encouraged or even tolerat-
ed. We were simply asked to be the best teachers, and improve our processes to ensure 
we followed the requirements. I love IHLA, they have made me a better [REDACTED] 
teacher.

———

I have really enjoyed my time working with IHLA.  They are constantly growing as a 
school and continually make positive improvements to facilitate student success.    

———

I have seen a lot more positive than negative from families in this learning environment. 
[REDACTED] I see tremendous benefi ts for our Special Needs students staying in their 
home environment for school.  Student’s show confi dence and behaviors decrease dra-
matically once they are brought home and able to concentrate on schoolwork at their 
level, in a safe environment. 

———

I have seen more student involvement with this program than I ever did when I taught in 
a brick and mortar. 

———
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I have seen students have breakthroughs in their learning, and learning coaches thriving 
with their students. This is an impactful school when teachers and learning coaches work 
together to see the best learning opportunities off ered for students.

———

I have seen students thrive in this program. Those who are gifted can move forward at 
their own pace. Those who struggle have a support system to help fi ll in the gaps.  

———

I have seen students thrive with this model of education.  I would never want to return 
to a teaching model where parents are not the primary decision-makers and students 
cannot receive the same level of personalized instruction.  IHLA’s model of education is 
innovative, eff ective, and essential for our students to have access to as we work towards 
training the next generation of adults.

———

I have taught for [REDACTED] years and this school is truly amazing.  The teachers and 
administrators care about the students and their success and are willing to help get these 
students to where they need to be.  [REDACTED]

———

I have the unique experience of being both a parent of [REDACTED] children in the 
program, and a teacher in the program. My own children have greatly benefi ted from the 
personalized education they receive through IHLA. Through this education experience, 
[REDACTED] my children have come to enjoy learning. They are curious, ask questions, 
and are self-motivated to learn. I imagine that they will be lifelong learners because of 
this. There is enough fl exibility where we can focus on the things that are important to 
them which motivates them through the things that are less enjoyable. I cannot tell you 
enough how great it has been for us. 

As a teacher, it is so wonderful to see so many of my students thriving. They get to dive 
deeper into topics that are of interest, do loads of science experiments, get out and visit 
museums. There is so much beautiful learning that happens for these families. It is won-
derful to have the opportunity to help guide them toward resources and provide feedback 
to help them continue to grow and foster a love for learning.

———

I love getting to work with families and getting to know students as individuals. Our 
strength is that we allow individualized learning options with support and resources to 
help families be successful. I have loved my time working with IHLA. It’s a great work 
environment and I’ve never felt as valued as a teacher while also feeling like my students 
are valued and supported. 

———
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I love IHLA as both a teacher and a parent. It is a great place for students to be who 
wouldn’t attend a public school that still allows us to follow them and support them 
through their education. 

———

I love IHLA! I think they are a wonderful school and a great blessing to many families. 

———

I love it. This is an amazing program 

———

I love my families, I love this program, and how it helps with school choice for students 
such as my own that do not all learn exactly the same. I get to come alongside each 
family and help them learn the way is best for them. We get to troubleshoot student by 
student how best to help them. Many of these students are ones that would slip through 
the cracks in a brick and mortar. That is not the case with us. 

———

I love my job and being able to have students all over the state of Idaho. We are a unique 
program that off ers opportunities to students who might not have them without us. I 
love my team and being able to work with other amazing educators. 

———

I love my job and the students and families I get to interact with. I love seeing student 
growth and learning through their work submissions and test scores. I appreciate the 
freedom parents have in educating their children in the way that suits them best. I love 
the creativity and enthusiasm of our students. It is a fantastic option for many students. 
It is an excellent program! 

———

I love my job teaching with IHLA.  It is so awesome that families can school at home, 
partnering with a teacher and a school district.  I have been able to see many families 
do some amazing things.   It is nice to know that families have the help and support of a 
homeroom teacher.   

———

I love my job! I get to work with students from all over the state. Our technology allows 
us to meet face-to-face and to interact across platforms. One of the most rewarding 
things for me is seeing students who might have become dropouts if it weren’t for IHLA 
High School walk across that stage to receive their diplomas. Flexible online learning 
supports the needs of each student. 

———
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I LOVE my job! This has been a huge blessing for me and my family. I have also seen 
it be a huge blessing for the families I teach. This is the future of education and this is 
where our world is going.  I taught in brick and mortar and so I have seen both sides 
of the spectrum and this has made me truly believe in what we are doing, it is worth it! 
Please keep us around!

———

I love my role as a teacher with IHLA.  I feel that IHLA truly cares about and supports 
students as individuals.  In this setting, I am able to know each student on a more indi-
vidualized basis, and can support them with encouragement, resources, ideas, and more.  
As I said previously, this is the best education model I feel I have worked in over the past 
[REDACTED] years.

———

I love my role in supporting students and feel that I provide helpful feedback for students 
to improve. 

———

I love tailoring my teaching to individual students and helping families guide them  as 
they achieve their goals.

———

I love teaching with IHLA. I’m also a parent with the program. If my children weren’t 
with the program, they would be privately homeschooled, like most of the students with 
IHLA. The state would really lose funding then! I am highly invested personally with 
IHLA, and very closely connected to the parents.  Messing with IHLA messes with the 
legislators’ votes.  

———

I love working for IHLA and think the program is an amazing opportunity for many fam-
ilies and their students. I am glad it is available for families who prioritize learning in a 
way that works best for their student. 

———

I love working for IHLA!

———
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I love working for IHLA.  [REDACTED]  It feels like family and the administration is 
responsive, approachable, caring, and just so many great words.  It makes a world of dif-
ference to feel supported and cared for.  I would encourage the Legislature to consider all 
of these points.  We are making a diff erence and providing a valuable option to families 
for schooling. We ARE helping students become successful and enjoy learning again as 
we partner with parents.  It’s a beautiful program!  They should enroll their children too! 
My own children were students with IHLA [REDACTED] for [REDACTED] years, and 
it was a wonderful experience.   They are now extremely high achieving,  confi dent, and 
self-directed learners.  This program set them up for success! 

———

I love working for this school and think it is so valuable for the state. It has been amazing 
to watch students make progress and to watch things click. We off er valuable resources 
that really make schooling at home successful. 

———

I love working with IHLA! I believe it is a wonderful program for students and it is also a 
safe, wonderful place for teachers! I feel valued and like I am making a diff erence for the 
students I work with. The connections we build are priceless. All students learn in their 
own unique way and IHLA helps students get a more personal individualized education. 

———

I quit [REDACTED] because it was a toxic and hostile work environment. Instead of 
wanting to change the program for the better, and make it a place people won’t want to 
leave [REDACTED], they are choosing to [REDACTED]. All the teachers in the IHLA/
[REDACTED] team are very unhappy with their jobs.

———

I really enjoy working as a teacher within this program and I have heard much positive 
feedback from parents saying how wonderful it is to get guidance from a licensed teach-
er. I have seen a positive impact in my own community and the growth of my students 
from this program. 

———

I really think the hard part about IHLA is that it partners with three partners--Brain-
tree, Home Ed 360, and Harmony.  I have been with this company for a long time and 
associated with many of the people who work with the other partners.  (I work for [RE-
DACTED].) Honestly, I wish you could take each partner into consideration separately.  
(I know you can’t.) But I feel like some of the other partners have a lower standard than 
[REDACTED] does for their families, market this as more of a homeschool instead of a 
virtual school/school at home, and honestly, cause 90% of the issues that IHLA deals 
with. I think IHLA just stays with the other partners so they can bring in more money.

———
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I really wish many members of the legislature would stop picking on our school.  I think 
it’s an awesome school choice for families, but like I said previously it’s not going to fi t 
the traditional public school mold.  It’s very hard to see our program scrutinized so close-
ly when we are just freely giving money away to “private school” parents through then 
new tax credit.  I’d invite any legislator to come to our faculty meetings [REDACTED] 
where we talk about students needs and how to meet them.  A large part of our popula-
tion comes to us from brick and mortar schools who have failed the students.  They come 
so low and we work our tails off  to meet these kids’ needs.  So of course our test scores 
are low! It’s because we take every student no matter their learning level.  We teach 
parents how to teach.  We off er them great curriculums, but don’t teach to the test like 
brick and mortar schools do! Students and families come fi rst like they always should. 
Students are much more than a test score. 

———

I recently transferred from [REDACTED] years of teaching in a brick and mortar pub-
lic Idaho school to Idaho Home Learning Academy.  I transferred for several reasons, 
the fear of being shot, teaching disrespectful students, having large class sizes & special 
education caseloads, and having to work with parents who were disengaged in their chil-
dren’s learning left me with the option of either retiring or fi nding a job online.

[REDACTED].  When offi  cers have to come into the school and teach teachers how to run 
and hide in the wake of an active shooter and explain to teachers that it is not a matter of 
IF, but WHEN.....there is not a teaching job worth the pay.  I feel safe at home teaching 
behind the screen knowing that I have 100% support from parents as I am doing it.

The students I teach are happy, excited to learn, critical thinkers, and they show up ready 
to learn feeling safe.  I am witnessing academic and social growth in each of my students 
everyday.  I am proud of the work IHLA is doing as a team to ensure students have the 
skills to be life long learners and productive citizens. It is an awesome place to be.

———

I retired [REDACTED] to become a teacher with IHLA. IHLA continues to provide me 
with training to improve my teaching knowledge.  IHLA has helped me to see the posi-
tive in every situation.  

———

I see an exceptional value in the model IHLA has created. At-home learning coaches are 
given support, guidelines and encouragement to challenge their children in their educa-
tion.

———

I see student love learning at their own pace with their own chosen curriculum

———
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I taught brick-and-mortar for [REDACTED] years before starting to work for IHLA.  I 
feel like my experience and knowledge as a teacher is very important to parents who 
choose to learn with IHLA.  Many of these families would choose to homeschool no mat-
ter what.  Allowing them to join an online program, like IHLA, gives them the teacher 
support and resources that improves the quality of education they would be providing at 
home.  While the test scores are not the best, these students are still receiving a quality 
education that they would have missed out on if they only homeschooled.  Because Idaho 
doesn’t have a required assessment for homeschool families, you can’t see the compari-
son of how impactful this program is. I love working for IHLA.  I love building relation-
ships with students.  I love seeing them progress, tackle challenges, and take chances.  

———

I taught in the brick and mortar for [REDACTED] years. I saw many students being held 
back from really reaching their own potential. Many high-achieving students were limit-
ed by what they could learn and explore. This is not the case with IHLA. It has been truly 
amazing to see what my students who get to choose their educational path are doing 
now. It is truly remarkable. In the brick and mortar, I witnessed that for many students, 
it is not a good fi t. I hope our legislature sees how this is a new way to look at education 
for so many Idaho students. 

———

I think it would be a good idea to have them take the tests required by the state. Watch-
ing a third grader try and take the ISATS would be eye opening as well. 

———

I think that IHLA provides a space for families to educate their kids in a way that still 
requires accountability and support from our public school system.

———

I think this is, honestly, a wonderful program for families who have reservations about 
putting their students in a traditional school. Many families have said the schools in their 
area are not good, and they want to provide a better education. Families this year have 
been open to support and trying hard to help their students.  

———

I think we have a great program that really helps with the diverse needs of the students.  
My students are wonderful and work hard at learning. 

———
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I think what we off er to parents is important. May of the parents that I work with would 
not return to brick and mortar should our educational option be shut down. If that hap-
pened there would be no oversight to see how these students are doing. Some families 
have been doing this long enough that they will be able to continue giving a rich educa-
tion. I think it takes some time and guidance to provide this level of rich education and 
IHLA supports these families and guides them as they learn how much is involved. The 
parents that I work with sacrifi ce a lot to educate their children. Home education isn’t 
going away and supporting it will provide a richer education to students. 

———

I took this job knowing nothing about this program, and not being a fan of schooling 
at home.  I needed a fl exible job.  At this point, I see the value of this program.  I’m not 
blind.  I also see the drawbacks.  There are students who fall through the cracks [RE-
DACTED].  There are also students who excel.  I have seen amazing achievements and 
growth at this school.  Last year, I had a student in my class who was homeschooled his 
entire life.  In [REDACTED] grade, he joined IHLA.  His mom just thought the funding 
would be nice, but she had it all fi gured out and didn’t need anything from me.  Early 
on, I saw signs of [REDACTED] in this student and off ered an online resource that helps 
many students with [REDACTED].  His mom signed him up, and they tried it.  Within a 
few weeks, this student’s literacy scores were improving.  One year later, he is reading at 
his grade level.  That would not have happened without IHLA.  Sure, I would like to see 
IHLA expect more rigor from its students.  The truth is, most of the families that use this 
program will continue to homeschool with or without IHLA.  With IHLA, those families 
have some accountability and support; without it, they have none.

———

I truly believe in this program and I’m so glad it exists to help support families in Idaho!

———

I wish legislatures would take time to talk to our students. They need to see that our 
school has real students doing real learning. They are more than just the numbers and 
the dollar signs. They would see our students are gaining a much more well rounded 
education that is not always seen on state testing. Our students cover the main subjects, 
but are also able to spend time on electives and real life skills. They have superior inter-
personal skills, real world skills, as well as an awareness of the world around them. 

———
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I work hard with my families making sure students are doing what they need to be doing 
and working with them if they are behind.  I have seen some incredible growth with my 
struggling students, so I know what we off er works.  I have LOVED what I do with my 
students and families.  I worry that one of the state’s biggest concerns about IHLA is the 
testing scores, but I don’t feel we are comparing apples to apples when being compared 
with brick-and-mortar schools that are teaching to the test.  We are a “parent choice” 
option that obviously MANY families want and need.  We are off ering accountability.  We 
are not perfect, and I know we are always working to be better (like any school), but we 
are a program worth keeping.

———

I worked for [REDACTED] years in [REDACTED] School District prior to coming to 
IHLA. I feel more valued as an educator by staff , parents, and students. Each of these 
parties sees and utilizes the expertise that I off er and values that expertise. In [REDACT-
ED] I did not feel that value from administration or parents. Student behaviors caused 
unneeded stress for peers and myself. With IHLA we have support from families and 
outside agencies when student behaviors become a problem. We work closely with each 
of those entities to best serve the student and help them to be successful. 

———

I would like the Legislature to know that most IHLA families put in tremendous eff ort 
and achieve meaningful learning at home. Standardized tests don’t always capture the 
progress, growth, and dedication happening in this environment.

———

I would like the Legislature to know that teaching with the Idaho Home Learning Acad-
emy has shown me how eff ective and impactful virtual learning can be when it’s done 
thoughtfully. IHLA off ers families fl exibility and choice, enabling students to learn at 
their own pace and in environments tailored to their needs.

However, this model also requires strong teacher support systems and resources to 
ensure that students who need more structure or intervention don’t fall behind. Contin-
ued investment in technology, instructional materials, and professional development for 
virtual teachers is critical to maintaining high-quality instruction and equity across all 
learners.

Ultimately, IHLA serves a diverse population of students who thrive in ways that diff er 
from traditional settings, and with ongoing support and collaboration, the program can 
continue to meet Idaho’s educational goals while honoring family choice.

———
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I would like the legislature to look at the last 50 years of history of the home education 
movement and see that it is not all about test scores. Home educated are statistically 
more well rounded and more successful in social, emotional, and academic outcomes 
than students from traditional schools.  I do believe when tax dollars are on the line that 
there has to be a level of accountability, but we who are trained teachers should be given 
more autonomy in overseeing our families.  The legislature recently passed a tax credit 
for alternative education choices which provides virtually no oversight. It seems that our 
school has been targeted for no legitimate reason. [REDACTED] I can say that IHLA is 
fulfi lling an important role in education in the state of Idaho, which has long proclaimed 
individual freedom, and this school should be allowed to continue with far less interfer-
ence form the government.

———

I would like to convey my immense pride and satisfaction with the Idaho Home Learning 
Academy (IHLA) model, particularly regarding the level of individualized success and 
parental engagement we foster. The structure of IHLA allows me, as a teacher, to create 
an academic environment that truly meets each student exactly where they are. Addi-
tionally, the parent-as-partner model is a great strength. The level of documentation and 
real-world application, such as hands-on science experiments, organized athletic elec-
tives, and integrated history and art projects, shows that learning extends far beyond the 
worksheet and into real life. This is what makes IHLA students so successful.

———

I would like to get paid the same as a .75 brick and mortar teacher. I believe those of us 
that have been here [REDACTED] years may be owed back pay and PERSI since we were 
being paid hourly with no PERSI. Please look into the fi nancials of IHLA, they take in a 
LOT of money and I’m not sure where it all goes. 

IEP students are now being grades on their grade’s grade level standards. I’m not sure 
the legality of that. 

———

I would like to go one year without being afraid of losing my job. I have taught for IHLA 
for [REDACTED] years, and every year we are afraid of losing our jobs because the 
state is going to shut us down. I used IHLA for my children [REDACTED], and I loved 
it for both of my children. I love being a teacher and helping students truly learn to love 
learning. These students who are schooled at home are learning the same things as those 
students in public schools (thanks to the accountability that IHLA requires), but they get 
to choose how to learn it, and the way that works best for them to learn. I love helping 
students fi nd the resources that will engage them in learning and foster a love for learn-
ing rather than just going through the motions and checking a box. This is a wonderful 
program for 8,000 Idaho students. There is obviously a need for it. 

———
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I would love the Legislature to know that I really care about my students and love that 
IHLA provides them with an individualized education. I love that parents and students 
are empowered through our academy with both fl exibility and accountability on what 
their child is doing and learning!

———

Idaho Home Learning Academy (IHLA) off ers an outstanding opportunity for families 
who choose to educate their children at home while maintaining strong academic ac-
countability. By pairing families with certifi ed educators, IHLA ensures that students 
receive guidance aligned with state standards and high academic expectations.

Certifi ed teachers collaborate closely with learning coaches to promote critical thinking, 
celebrate student successes, and provide individualized support. State assessments add 
an important layer of accountability, giving teachers valuable data to tailor resources and 
curriculum options to meet each student’s unique needs.

IHLA’s fl exible structure allows students to meet state standards in ways that best fi t 
their learning styles, fostering both independence and academic excellence. This teach-
er/learning coach partnership strengthens education across Idaho, ensuring that IHLA 
students are equally well-prepared as their peers in traditional schools. Programs like 
IHLA elevate educational outcomes and contribute to Idaho’s overall success.

———

IHLA fi lls a unique niche in education because it appeals to families who homeschool 
and prioritize choice.  I don’t think these families would choose another online public 
school if IHLA weren’t available.

———

IHLA has been the most supportive school district I have worked for. All of the admin-
istrators have gone above and beyond to support me on weekends and late nights. Every 
staff  member that I have worked with genuinely cares about students and their educa-
tion; I can not say that for previous schools I have worked at. IHLA Special Education 
teachers work full days to make sure that all students are served adequately, IEPs are 
completed, and data is tracked. The team that I have been a part of since joining IHLA 
has been supportive, and I have learned so much through our trainings. 

———

IHLA is a great fi t for a lot of families and provides a great opportunity for learning out-
side the traditional school model. It merges the homeschool model of family involvement 
with some structure and accountability for students from teachers. IHLA shares the 
responsibility of helping students learn with their families. Although it is not a perfect 
system, I’ve seen many students fl ourish, learn, and grow under the tutelage of IHLA. 

———
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IHLA has made changes in the past year to improve academics and accountability for 
families and students in our program, but more changes still need to be made.

Also, there is no one to represent the interests of teachers in this school.  We are all kept 
on contracts at .75 time or lower and denied opportunities to enroll in any type of state 
healthcare coverage, even at our own expense. It is my understanding that for years our 
salaries were inaccurately reported to the state. I believe that has been since corrected, 
but now we are paid the lowest amount an Idaho teacher can legally be paid.  Full time 
IHLA teachers (SPED department and admin) receive a pay scale with R1, R2, R3... P1, 
P2, P3... AP1, AP2, AP3 steps. However, the part-time (general education) teachers only 
have a single pay rate at each level: resident, professional, and advanced professional.  I 
fi nd myself wondering if this is legal, but we have no union or anyone to negotiate on our 
behalf as teachers.

———

IHLA is a good school that does good things for so many families throughout the state of 
Idaho.  We, at IHLA, truly care for our students and want them to progress and succeed, 
both in school, and out.

———

IHLA is a great school that accommodates to help irregular learners succeed where tradi-
tional public school has failed some. IHLA holds schooling at home to a higher standard 
and holds Idaho and the parents accountable for teaching their children. 

———

IHLA is a loyal and wants the best for families in the program as well as teachers.  I have 
loved working here and it has given me the chance to help provide for my family while 
still being able to do school at home with my family.  They are constantly trying to im-
prove the program and make it fi t inside the box that the State continues to put around 
it.  It is working well, and they are doing an excellent job in making sure that funding is 
not being spent in the wrong way.  [REDACTED]  They are diligent and only want what 
is best for Idaho families.  The program is helping thousands of Idaho families to fi nd 
success in educating their children, the way they feel is their right.  This has been a bless-
ing for the State of Idaho and they need to recognize that education is moving virtual and 
that they can either hinder or improve the process.

———

IHLA is a unique school experience that benefi ts so many families! I love that families 
have a say in how their students learn and that this is a choice they have. It’s an amazing 
opportunity for the families that choose to school with IHLA! 

———



 267 

IHLA Supplemental Publication - Teacher Responses

IHLA is a really great option for school for students across the state. IHLA allows stu-
dents to do school in a way and at a time that works for them. This allows families and 
students to prioritize time together, building businesses, pursuing interests, and working 
in agriculture. I truly feel like these are all valuable qualities within the state of Idaho. 

[REDACTED] Many of my close relatives struggled to maintain grades and excel in the 
traditional public school setting. I see my family in several of my students. However, 
with IHLA’s unique format, I see how my students are able to balance school and life. 
I see that they are able to prioritize their learning in a way that makes sense for them. 
Most importantly, I see that they are not only completing school, but excelling. 

———

IHLA is a wonderful employer and educational option. They seek to reach students and 
help them succeed in the ways that they learn best. IHLA provides the fl exibility and 
personalization that parents and students are looking for. The legislature needs to stop 
thinking that there is only one way to educate students (i.e. a traditional public school) 
and start seeing that there is a reason parents are pulling their kids from these schools 
and seeking diff erent alternatives such as IHLA.   They need to stop seeing the public tax 
money as money designated for public schools and start seeing it as money designated to 
educate every child in Idaho. 

———

IHLA is an amazing program that has grown, as you know, for the last several years. 
Since we do off er personalization, access to a certifi ed teacher, and provide learning 
resources to more students in Idaho, I think our program is amazing. As it grows and 
continues to develop, some adjustments can be made, but ultimately, the IHLA pro-
gram is reaching students who are schooling from home that otherwise would not have 
certifi ed teachers in their corner. This program allows strong, passionate, and qualifi ed 
(certifi ed) educators like me to remain in the classroom, impacting the students of Idaho 
in a remote format, while also allowing me to work remotely. 

IHLA also has a wide variety of students with unique needs--because of this, our online 
format, fl exibility, and unique model are appealing to Idaho Families. Please allow our 
school to continue to be a unique and reliable option for the families in Idaho. All stu-
dents deserve to learn and be supported by a certifi ed teacher if they choose! 

———

IHLA is an amazing school, and I am so very grateful to work for such an amazing school 
that cares so much about its students and to really engage the students with their learn-
ing and getting to know the students as who they are. I love IHLA!! 

———
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IHLA is an awesome resource for students to have the freedom to school at home, with 
the guidance of a certifi ed teacher. As students take standardized tests, this data works 
even more to a teachers advantage to help our students. We are an amazing school for 
students who do not fi t in a public school setting for various reasons. Like every school, 
there are pros and cons. Parents could not provide enough support at home, due to no 
fault of the IHLA teacher. Thank you!

———

IHLA is an important part of Idaho’s education program.  It provides families with a 
valuable partnership with licensed teachers to work with them to provide a fl exible, 
personal, and invigorating educational experience.  This is my [REDACTED] year with 
IHLA, and I love it.  I really have enjoyed the opportunity to build relationships with 
families and off er support and encouragement.  

———

IHLA provides an approach to education that allows the student to be a part of their 
learning which increases their interest and engagement. The approach of IHLA is one of 
fl exibility, choice, and encouragement; a modern and progressive way of educating the 
rising generation in a way that suits their needs.

Allowing students to take part in when, where, and how they learn gives them power and 
responsibility in their education, allowing them to pursue their interests and life goals.

Education needs to continue to evolve, expand, and adapt to the changes of the world. 
Our students deserve to be included in the choices regarding their education, and they 
are choose IHLA because it provides the choice, fl exibility, and challenges to best help 
them learn and grow.

———

IHLA really is a wonderful program, and it has fi lled a hole that has existed in the educa-
tion system for a while. The traditional program does not allow for all students to receive 
a quality education if they do not fi t within that “box.” IHLA has opened the doors to stu-
dents receiving an education that truly fi ts and benefi ts them and does not require them 
to forgo all structure and supervision that is benefi cial to the learning process. Before 
IHLA, the options were a brick-and-mortar school or homeschooling, which left parents 
to their own devices and did not always work in the best interest of the child. IHLA pro-
vides a nice bridge between traditional schooling and homeschooling. The students and 
families benefi t from a more fl exible schedule and the ability to choose from approved 
curricula that will work for their individual child. If, however, the student or family de-
cides to return to brick-and-mortar school, they will have an easier transition as they are 
utilizing curricula that are approved by the state. Standardized testing is not an appro-
priate measure for these students, because standardized testing targets the students who 
fall into that more “traditional” category. We should be evaluating based on overall prog-
ress instead. These students are learning; we just need to fi nd a better measuring stick.  

———
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IHLA serves a unique population of Idaho families who value personalized learning and 
strong parental involvement. The program allows students to learn at their own pace 
while still meeting state standards, reaching families who might otherwise leave the 
public education system altogether. Supporting IHLA means supporting parental choice, 
educational fl exibility, and teacher innovation. IHLA demonstrates what education in 
Idaho can be at its best: family-centered, student-focused, and grounded in both freedom 
and accountability.

———

I’m impressed with IHLA’s consistent commitment to individualized learning. No other 
school district places so much priority on the student as an individual. They have a con-
viction that students might progress at diff erent rates and seek to honor families’ choice 
in education, while still holding a high standard of grade-level content. This is a solid 
choice for education that should be allowed to prosper.

———

Is critical that we keep this choice alive for families and IHLA has allowed students [RE-
DACTED] the fl exibility to do so while learning and advancing [REDACTED] academi-
cally. I’m so proud of our school, our teachers, and our administration. As a [REDACT-
ED] year veteran teacher ([REDACTED] of those spent in person,) I think we’re doing an 
excellent job.

———

It has allowed me to interact with students and families in diff erent ways and learn dif-
ferent ways of teaching without getting in a routine without wanting to change or adapt 
to new situations. 

———

It has been a great experience. 

———

It has been a rewarding experience to reach and work with some of the Idaho students 
who would not be served very well by a traditional public school.

———

It has been great

———

It has been the best job I have ever had, and I thank God every day for this job! 

———
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It is a needed program in Idaho. There are so many families who want to homeschool 
and want/need support. I taught at brick-and-mortar schools for years. Our program 
allows students to have their learning tailored to their needs and interests. I do think we 
should require families to submit more info/work samples to really judge is a student is 
working on grade level. 

———

It is a wonderful option for so many students!  Not everyone can fi nd success in a public 
school classroom.  This program is such a blessing to so many families!

———

It is new, but it is good. Let us continue to grow into ourselves. This program off ers an 
option for students who really struggle in a brick-and-mortar setting, but don’t have the 
resources or inclination toward traditional homeschooling. 

———

It’s a great model for so many families. I love getting to be involved in helping students 
make progress. 

———

It’s time for Idaho to embrace change and move forward as a leader in education. School 
choice means give parents options, not taking them away. 

———

I’ve been with IHLA for [REDACTED] years and have an incredible experience! IHLA 
provides children with the opportunity to learn in a way that works best for them. I’ve 
seen incredible growth in students as they participate in our program and our interven-
tion process. I’ve seen children gain an education, while still getting to be children!

———

I’ve only had a positive experience as an IHLA teacher. I haven’t seen a school district 
that works so hard to support its students.

———

Just that I love my job. I see how this program is benefi ting families. Students are happy 
and doing such fantastic work in their portfolios. This is really personalized learning in 
action. A learning style that education is continually trying to reach. I love working with 
families, helping them however they need me to, seeing their progress, and their joy in 
learning. 

———
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Learning at home is such a valuable and important option for some students and fam-
ilies. IHLA provides structure, support, and accountability for students whose parents 
decide to school at home. Without our school, many families would not join a brick and 
mortar school, and would be left without access to state standards and grade level ac-
countability. 

———

Many students with special needs attend our school. They should not be penalized for 
their inability to perform at a “standard level”. They should have to support they need to 
do the best they can without demands from the state inferring with that. Standardized 
tests do not accurately show what these students can do.

———

My daughter has learned more schooling at home ([REDACTED]) than she did brick and 
mortar. 

———

My experience has been great, everyone is fantastic to work with. 

———

No school is perfect, ours isn’t either. I do feel like we get a lot of heat because of num-
bers, and that it takes a lot more than looking at test results to really see how our stu-
dents are learning and improving every day. You can skew data any way you like, but for 
a lot of our students, this school is the best option. HB 93 gave money to parents to put 
their kids in private school with zero oversight. We don’t know if they are meeting the 
state standards. Our program has proven that we teach our students what the state has 
asked. And that our students are showing evidence of that learning. I think we deserve 
a break. I’ve seen students in a brick-and-mortar setting and in this virtual setting. The 
students who struggled in brick and mortar because of 1000 diff erent reasons, thrive 
here because we can tailor their learning to them. I don’t have to deal with 30 students in 
a classroom and all the discipline it takes to keep them all quiet and engaged. I can speak 
to a student today about what they are struggling with and how they learn best, and help 
them learn based on that knowledge. We have set assignments, but we have the freedom 
to help students and make changes to fi t their needs. They still meet the standard and 
learn what everyone else did; they just didn’t have to do it on a worksheet, for example. 

———

No, I have enjoyed my experience teaching with them. I have seen the positive impact 
this program has on students and families. It has been a great infl uence on the educa-
tional journey of many homeschool families. 

———
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No, I love working for IHLA. They are passionate about supporting our students and I 
feel appreciated as a teacher and the work I do. 

———

No, I love working for IHLA. This is a really great environment to teach in and work with 
students.

———

Parents are the fi rst teachers. Noone will ever love a child the way a parent will. Parents 
want what is best for their children and this models provides them with the support and 
structure to embrace learning at home while still maintaining accountability as well as 
utilizing tax dollars. I absolutely love my job supporting families who value nurturing 
their children to learn in a way that promotes family togetherness and honors personal 
family values. It is highly rewarding to work with families who want the best for their 
kids. 

———

Parents who have to come to IHLA have expressed their heartfelt concerns with anxiety, 
peers, teachers, and special education teachers who were in a traditional brick-and-mor-
tar setting, and how stressful it was for them and their child.  They didn’t really know 
what was going on in the brick-and-mortar setting.  

In our setting, the parents can hear or watch special education services being delivered. 
Parents and students have actually gone back to brick-and-mortar due to their child be-
ing more confi dent in all their abilities to face something they once feared.  The parents 
gain a better understanding of special education, and the students get support to contin-
ue on with confi dence, both academically and in peer situations. 

Parents who have always wanted to homeschool their children get to do that in our 
school, as Special Education is required to be followed.  As a public school, the student 
and the parent get support for their student while schooling at home, while keeping what 
is important to the individual family. 

This is really a shift in education and how it works for the rural families of Idaho! 

———

So far, I have had a great experience with IHLA. I can tell that the teachers really care 
about the success of each of their students and go above and beyond to help the families 
they work with be successful in their home schooling. 

———

Some students struggle to fi nd success at a traditional brick-and-mortar school. At IHLA, 
we work to help students learn and fi nd success. 

———
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Students are choosing IHLA because it is an innovative education model that has a good 
balance of choice and accountability. Idaho parents want educational choice, and this is 
the best way to meet this need. This is the future of education. 

———

Teachers play a crucial role in supporting parents and students in their learning at home. 
Teachers can track student growth, provide resources and teaching insights, as well as 
serve as a bridge between students who are schooled at home and the state’s standards. 

———

Teaching at IHLA is a very rewarding experience! I have seen fi rsthand how this program 
enables students to learn at their own pace while meeting state standards. Many families 
choose IHLA because of the fl exibility it off ers, along with high-quality lessons that sup-
port students’ personal and academic growth. I hope the legislature recognizes the value 
of keeping this option available to Idaho families who need a nontraditional, yet eff ective 
path to learning. 

———

The administrators focus on the quality of their teachers. Their teacher evaluation pro-
cess is comprehensive. They continually seek ways to improve. I would say that IHLA is a 
great choice for homeschoolers.

———

The best part of working for IHLA is seeing the development arc of students who come 
in with no confi dence, hate school, and are frustrated with learning, and seeing them 
succeed when they have a voice in their education. I love to hear students say, “I didn’t 
know I could do that!”. I have had students who felt they could never write a paragraph, 
but were able to write analytical, evidence-based paragraphs because they were able to 
learn the content in a way that worked for them. All that we do should be focused on the 
students, and IHLA not only believes this, but implements policies, procedures, curric-
ulum, and relationship-building opportunities for students to soar. I love teaching for 
IHLA because I am able to provide personalized, individual feedback. I am able to in-
struct in the best ways for individual students. I know which students need a short video. 
I know which students like to meet over Zoom. I know a graphic organizer will help one 
student, and another student would benefi t from completing a Nearpod or interactive 
assignment. This was more challenging in a brick-and-mortar school because of logistics. 
I see students who feel like failures realize that not only are they NOT failures, but they 
are brilliant and insightful young minds when given the opportunity to learn in the best 
way for them. 

———
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The Idaho Home Learning Academy is shaking up the status quo in Idaho. Public school-
ers have always been totally separate from homeschoolers. IHLA gives families a chance 
to have the “best of both worlds”: educating their students at home (allowing for one-on-
one, individualized instruction) with the support and accountability of a certifi ed teacher 
(keeping them on track to meet state standards through their work samples). IHLA also 
blesses their families with the ability to purchase quality curriculum and have access to 
extracurricular activities that would otherwise be too expensive for the modest budget 
most of our families have. 

I have seen personally the benefi t of this program. I had a student a couple of years 
ago that joined our program [REDACTED] due to [REDACTED] and behavioral issues 
(stemming from a medical diagnosis). She was in [REDACTED] grade and still didn’t 
know most of her letters. By the end of that school year, her behavior had improved to 
the point that her behavioral interventionist was no longer needed, and we were able to 
remove all behavior notes from her IEP. By the time she fi nished [REDACTED] grade, 
she was reading at the level we would expect from a student fi nishing [REDACTED] 
grade ([REDACTED]). By the end of [REDACTED] grade, she was almost caught up with 
her peers, despite her learning disability. 

I have another student this year who has a diagnosis that makes it challenging for him to 
interact with others. Despite not seeing me regularly, he has become comfortable enough 
with me that he will now engage with me, looking me in the eye and carry on a conversa-
tion. This is huge improvement since I fi rst met him, when he wouldn’t even look me in 
the eye! 

These kids are being given such a huge blessing by being able to experience a high-quali-
ty, personalized education in the place where they are most comfortable. Please allow us 
to continue to help our students thrive in the way that best suits them, even if it doesn’t 
look the same as the education other Idaho students are receiving. Diff erent educations 
will help grow diff erent people, creating a diverse state that can thrive!

———

The idea of IHLA is AMAZING! However, the expectations it has for its students are low, 
and it does not properly prepare the average student.

———

The questions off ering only 3 options to select miss the point of who we are as a school. 
What is it you want in this survey? Clarity and truth, or the answers you seek us to give 
you. 

———

The school is led by top-notch administrators who provide excellent training and support 
for its teachers.

———
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The teacher’s are exceptional and care about the students.  The administration is sup-
portive of the teachers and the students.  It is the best administration I have ever worked 
for.

———

The teachers work hard! It looks diff erent from brick-and-mortar teachers or other vir-
tual schools, but we are constantly working to support our students and make a positive 
diff erence in the educational journeys of students who would not be supported other-
wise, because their families are opposed to brick-and-mortar schools for a variety of 
reasons.

———

There is a huge range of students that we get at this school.  Their needs and abilities are 
varied.  Those students can fi nd a lot of support, fl exibility and opportunities when they 
work and learn in our school.

———

They are all incredibly supportive and helpful. Being a teacher for them has truly been a 
wonderful experience. I really enjoy getting to know my families as a whole. I love being 
able to support them on their educational journey in a way that meets their unique needs 
and learning styles.

———

This has been the most supportive and pro-active work environment. I receive great 
feedback from families and coworkers. We focus to help one another succeed, to help 
families succeed and focus on our students. IHLA has present opportunities for families 
that do not go unnoticed and should be recognized. 

———

This is my [REDACTED] school I have worked for and I love it!  I love working for this 
school and love interacting with the students and families.  I have enjoyed seeing growth 
in my students and helping come up with plans for each student to be successful.  I truly 
love being a teacher for Idaho Home Learning Academy!

———

This is my [REDACTED] year teaching for IHLA, and it has been a good experience.  I 
love the work and school culture.

———
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This has been the best, most amazing teaching program I have ever participated in. [RE-
DACTED] of my children participated in this program for [REDACTED] years, and this 
is my [REDACTED] year as a teacher in this program.  

I LOVE partnering with my [REDACTED] students and parents and supporting them in 
their educational journey. This program is a God-send for many families AND teachers. 

Unfortunately, every single legislative session, we feel attacked and threatened by legisla-
tive members and the Department of Education. I don’t understand why members want 
to take this excellent 21st-century education model away from families and students. 

Not all students thrive in a brick-and-mortar situation. I cannot tell you how many stu-
dents have joined this program after being failed in the traditional education setting. 

I have talked to so many parents whose students have been bullied relentlessly (mentally 
and physically) and have pulled them out because the school did nothing, and they are 
so thankful that we are here to support and encourage their learning journey.... these 
students have fl ourished in IHLA. These parents will NEVER put their students back into 
the traditional setting.  I have students who have several illnesses, [REDACTED], etc., 
and this program is a lifesaver - we can provide support, compassion, creative education 
suggestions, and so much more that they failed to receive in the traditional setting. 

Many of these would homeschool independently, but they love the support of IHLA, the 
teachers, and staff . We have the ability to really get to know our students and families 
and establish connections with them. Before I switched from [REDACTED] to [REDACT-
ED], I had several families for whom I had been their Homeroom teacher for [REDACT-
ED] years..... I get to see a student who had struggled with reading for years fi nally read 
a chapter book aloud - confi dently and clearly. Mom and I had worked through various 
curricula, support options, tutors, etc. His struggle was not lost through changing class-
rooms because I had been his teacher since [REDACTED]. I also supported a student and 
mom whose husband had [REDACTED]. I created a plan for the students’ learning while 
they were schooling from the hospital room. I also worked with mom creating a func-
tional learning plan [REDACTED]. I have worked with a family who lost [REDACTED]. 
I have [REDACTED] helped mom prioritize and simplify their school day so they could 
bond as a family. 

THIS PROGRAM has provided these options and supports and has helped the students 
and families thrive and establish the focus of lifelong learning.

———
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This is my [REDACTED] year with IHLA!! My mind towards schooling from home is 
so diff erent from where it was when I started.  This is the school of the future as it gives 
families more choice in how students learn, freedom to do school from anywhere, and be 
a part of a community that strives to help students grow. This has been such a benefi cial 
choice for so many families. It is truly a special school for teachers, and families!!

———

This is my [REDACTED] year with IHLA, and I couldn’t be happier! The Principals and 
Directors are incredible. They truly support their teachers and lead by example. I love my 
job and the positive community we have here. IHLA is dedicated to helping every child 
succeed and paving a strong path for their educational journey.

———

This is my [REDACTED] year working for IHLA, and I am blown away by some of the 
submissions I receive from my students.  They truly are doing some amazing things!  I 
feel like my students truly learn concepts and don’t just work through them quickly to 
receive a good grade on a test.  I have seen 1st graders working at a 3rd or 4th grade level 
because they can work at a level that best suits them.  I have also worked with students 
who were falling through the cracks in their brick-and-mortar schools, who are starting 
to catch up to their peers because they are receiving the 1:1 instruction in the ways that 
they learn best.  Each staff  member at IHLA truly cares about their students receiving 
quality education in a way that works for them.  I love this program!

———

This is the best teaching job I have ever had! The principals are positive, encouraging 
and off er relevant PD.

[REDACTED] I think kids and families need to know and understand they need to take 
their time and do their best on the testing.

The hands on learning model works for a lot of kids. It’s engaging for them.

———

This job has been a huge blessing to my family. I have seen this online school be a won-
derful opportunity for students to focus on their hobbies and potential future careers 
because of how IHLA is organized. That being said, it is not a good fi t for all students. 
Parents need to be involved to support their students. 

———

This job has been such a huge blessing for myself and my family! It has provided me with 
a great deal of fl exibility in staying home with my kiddos while also providing for my 
family’s needs and being able to continue to participate in a fi eld that I am so passionate 
about. 

———
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This program has helped so many of my students soar in learning.  Brick-and-mortar 
schools are not for everyone.  I have seen my students excel at home, whereas in a class-
room, they were failing.  This program is so incredibly helpful to so many students!

———

This school has been outstanding to work for!  Each year keeps getting better and better 
as we study student data, fi nd out what is working and what isn’t, and make changes 
based on that data.  The administration, teachers, and support staff  all work very hard to 
make this an excellent option for families who choose online education.  

———

This school helps thousands of students and employs hundreds of teachers, staff , and 
admin from all over the state. This has been a great boon to the [REDACTED] communi-
ty and to Idaho as a whole. This school provides opportunities for those in small commu-
nities that may not have as many opportunities, opportunities for students that may not 
have access to resources and curriculum that helps their learning diffi  culties otherwise. 
Also the class sizes are much better.

———

Treating all educators equally 

———

We truly do know our students individually, including their strengths and weaknesses. 
The support we off er our students is no diff erent than what is off ered in a brick and mor-
tar classroom. 

———

What a gift to be able to support Idaho families who either are not able to be in a class-
room (health issues, behavior issues, family issues) or choose not to be in a traditional 
classroom for a variety of reasons. I love that we can support, provide accountability, and 
provide resources for these families.

———

What a great opportunity to meet the needs of individual students when they can learn 
the way that is best for them. While some students thrive in the brick and mortar setting, 
others learn diff erently and IHLA off ers that fl exibility in learning you sometimes can’t 
get in the mainstream classroom.

———
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When I started working for IHLA in [REDACTED], I wasn’t sure that I would enjoy the 
position, but I was willing to give it a try and learn from the job. My experience with 
families educating from home had mostly been negative. However, in my years with 
IHLA, I have had my opinion of educational options evolve. I now recognize the need for 
families to have choices in the education of their children, and I believe that the service 
we provide these families is invaluable. We are able to guide families through the process 
of choosing appropriate materials and curriculum for their children, individualizing the 
education of each child. We provide support for students who are struggling and re-
sources for those who are excelling. We ensure students are covering the essential goals 
for each school year and watch for needs or concerns. We provide intervention options 
and support families with students on IEPs. Children are individuals, and therefore have 
individualized needs. Sometimes these needs are not best fi lled in the traditional educa-
tional system. It is important that our state support all students, and having a school like 
IHLA that fi lls this role is a benefi t to our educational system and students we support. 

———

tWhile I don’t have my own children attending IHLA, I do think there are children who 
benefi t from this program. I have many families where the parents are doing a phenom-
enal job educating their children. Their children will be amazing assets to their commu-
nity when they are older because of the experiences and education they are learning at 
home. I would hate to see this program dissolve for successful families like these, and 
they are defi nitely the majority. I do have a small handful of families that put their chil-
dren in this program and work full-time, leaving their children’s education as the child’s 
responsibility, which does NOT work. It is a challenge for the teacher to be immensely 
involved from a distance. These types of families need to be in public school. Maybe 
there can be a requirement for someone to be home with the student being taught. 

———

Why is there not a school like this in every state? There are so many students who need 
this type of learning environment; it is really good for them.

———

Without IHLA I couldn’t continue teaching because my own [REDACTED] child did not 
do well in a general education classroom. 

———

Wonderful program! You really grow to love the kids. 

———

Working for IHLA had been the most supportive workplace I have ever joined. The staff  
supports each other is so many ways. 

———
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Working for IHLA has been a huge blessing in my life. I have made connections with 
families and students in an environment that I never thought possible. Parents and 
children in the program take the lead in their education and interests.  These families are 
resilient, driven, determined, and well educated.  They are passionate about helping their 
kids succeed and being valuable members of society. 

These parents care deeply about their child’s education and realize that learning through 
more hands on, personalized education is better for their family. 

I hope I can be a part of this program for many years to come. 

———

Working for IHLA has been an overwhelmingly positive experience. We have a unique 
student group (for example, I never went to so many IEP or 504 meetings when I taught 
in a brick-and-mortar school). Even though I teach online, I feel like I come to know my 
students very well.  I’ve learned a lot from my PLC and department, and everyone is open 
to sharing experiences and ideas. The administration is always quick to respond and has 
always been supportive. They set clear expectations and provide training and learning 
opportunities. I love my job and hope to do this for many years to come!

———

Working for IHLA over the past [REDACTED] years has been such an incredible expe-
rience. I love the community we have within the school, and the support we provide to 
students. I also think our relationships and partnerships with parents is what makes 
our program stand out. Data shows that parental involvement is directly tied to positive 
student outcomes. We have very active parents in our program. 

———
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