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The reason for this request stems from reported concerns about the safety and welfare of children and 

youth living in Idaho's residential programs. 

Recent news articles by lnvestigateWest, a nonprofit investigative journalism organization, detailed years 

of concerning reports at a facility for girls, where most of the clients were in Idaho's foster care system. 

The reports revealed the state's lack of oversight at this facility and disturbing incidents of girls being 

raped, assaulted, physically and/or medically restrained against protocol, or harassed by untrained staff. 

The news organization also released state investigation records that suggested the state's lack of 

oversight at this facility was not out of the ordinary. State regulators had found serious concerns with 

several similar facilities in the last decade, yet regulators continued to let them operate. Further 

investigation indicates that Idaho has no record of suspending or shutting down a youth residential 

program, despite repeatedly finding children in danger. 

Finally, the report reveals investigations into complaints over the past decade have shown that the 

state's lack of oversight at the facility described above is typical. State regulators identified significant 

issues at several similar residential facilities in the last decade. In spite of this, the Department allowed 

these facilities to continue operating. 

Idaho's laws for monitoring these programs do not mandate that the Department of Health and Welfare 

have a comprehensive understanding of the conditions inside, as the state only requires one announced 

licensing inspection per year, which is scheduled in advance. In contrast, other states require multiple 

unannounced inspections. As an example, the Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections (IDJC) has 

chosen not to contract with specific facilities due to increased safety risks while the Department 

continues to send youth in their custody or youth with behavioral health issues to these same facilities. 

Insufficient monitoring of facilities under contractor monitoring by the Division of Licensing and 

Certification under the Department of Health and Welfare does little to ensure that Idaho's residential 




