Idaho State Legislature
700 West Jefferson Street
P.O. Box 83720
Boise, Idaho 83720

March 5, 2025

Rep. Jordan Redman, Co-Chair
Sen. Melissa Wintrow, Co-Chair
Joint Legislative Oversight Committee

Dear Co-Chairs and JLOC Members,

We respectfully request that the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee (JLOC) direct the
Office of Performance Evaluations (OPE) to evaluate the Idaho Home Learning Academy
(IHLA), which is a public charter school authorized by the Oneida School District.

There are aspects of the authorization and operations of this charter school that are
unclear and lack transparency, and given that there are significant state taxpayer dollars
now being distributed for IHLA’s operations, we believe that an OPE study would help
provide the public and policymakers with clarity on IHLA operations, and will either
highlight problems that should be addressed or provide the public with confidence that
processes are being followed correctly.

We believe such a study should examine the following questions and issues:

1) Verify that all IHLA students are Idaho residents eligibie to receive state
taxpayer-funded education services.

2) Review contracts with education service providers to verify legality and
appropriateness with Idaho Code.

3) Review contracts with education service providers regarding the distribution
of funds to families.

4) Review the processes for promoting other state support programs such as
empowerment parents and advanced opportunities, and their
appropriateness.

5) Review contracts with staff as it pertains to the budgeted and intended
programs, compared to the actual distribution of dollars.

6) Evaluate IHLA student performance compared to other LEAs.

7) Determine whether IHLA expenditures conform with the purposes for each
category of state funding under law.

8) Evaluate how much time IHLA students spend with IHLA instructors.

9) Compare the actual salaries of [HLA staff with the state funds provided for
such positions.

10)Verify and document the Oneida School District’s approval of the IHLA
charter.



11)Verify that the Oneida School District and IHLA are following all Idaho laws
relating to the public posting of contracts and other information to a public
website, as required by Idaho law, and verify the date the information was
posted.

12)Determine whether the state is paying both the Oneida School District and
IHLA for the same positions, or portions of positions. '

13)What efficiencies and best practices is the Oneida School District or I[HLA
following that other LEAs should consider?

14)How is IHLA student attendance calculated and how is it verified?

This evaluation will provide the Idaho Legislature with valuable information regarding a
new type of public charter school operation.  Thank you for your consideration,

Sincerely,
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