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Idaho Home Learning Academy

Background

The Idaho Home Learning Academy is a public
virtual charter school authorized by the Oneida
School District. The academy started as a non-
charter virtual school with about 220 students in

the 2016-17 school year. During the COVID-19
pandemic, enrollment increased significantly and the
academy had approximately 8,000 online students
enrolled from across the state in grades K-12 in the
2024-25 school year.

The Idaho Home Learning Academy uses a
parent-supported instruction model that allows
families to choose from a range of curriculum options
to customize their child’s learning experience. The
academy employed 327 Idaho-certified instructional
staff during the 2024-25 school year, 82 percent of
whom were on part-time contracts. The academy
partners with three educational service providers
who coordinate curriculum options, assist in tracking
student learning, serve as liaisons to parents and
students, manage educational funds that may

be spent on supplemental learning resources for
students, and recruit new students from the home
school community.

The Idaho Home Learning Academy has drawn
increased attention in recent years due to its
significant size and state financial support, with a
budget estimated at $55 million in state funding

for the 2024-25 school year. During the 2024
legislative session, school leaders from the academy
testified in front of the House and Senate Education
Committees. Committee members expressed interest
in the academy’s model while raising concerns about
student performance and accountability for the
notable amount of public funding received.
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Of particular interest were the supplemental learning
funds, about $1,700 per child, that families spent to
support their child’s education.

In March 2025, the Joint Legislative Oversight
Committee directed our office to evaluate the Idaho
Home Learning Academy and to provide clarity
around the academy’s operations. In developing
this scope, we interviewed policy makers and
stakeholders to better understand their interests
and priorities. Although the evaluation request is
specific to the Idaho Home Learning Academy, we
found there is a broader interest in understanding
this virtual educational model and its expansion into
other districts around the state.

Scope

We intend to address the following objectives from
the request:

Evaluate the verification of student residency,
the calculation of student attendance, the
legality and appropriateness of contracts with
education service providers, the steps Oneida
School District took to approve the charter
application, and the public and timely posting
of contracts

Review the distribution of educational allowances
to families, the process for promoting other
state support programs, and contracts with
staff and program budgets compared to the
actual distribution of funds

Evaluate how students’ academic performance
compares to other schools, how much time
students spend with instructors, and if the
salaries of staff are aligned with the state funds
provided for such positions
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Determine if expenditures align with the intent of
state funding and if the state is paying both the
Oneida School District and the Idaho Home
Learning Academy for the same positions or
portions of positions

Identify efficiencies and best practices that other

local education agencies should consider

In addition to the objectives outlined in the study
request, we will provide the Legislature with a clear
understanding of

what the Idaho Home Learning Academy is
and who it serves;

the statutory and regulatory framework that
the academy operates under including the
authority to send, directly or by proxy, state
dollars to families;

if the academy has complied with that framework;
the student experience with the academy; and

how the academy’s model aligns with Idaho’s
public education goals.

Projected Completion: December 2025
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