
Dear Senators LODGE, Broadsword & LeFavour & SCHROEDER, Bair & Stennett, and
Representatives RAYBOULD, Harwood & Elaine Smith:

The Legislative Services Office, Research and Legislation, has received the enclosed

rules of the Dept. of Environmental Quality: 

IDAPA 58.01.01 - Rules for the Control of Air Pollution in Idaho (Docket #58-0101-0901);

 58.01.16 - Wastewater Rules (Docket #58-0116-0802).  

Pursuant to Section 67-454, Idaho Code, a meeting on the enclosed rules may be called by

the cochairmen or by two (2) or more members of the subcommittee giving oral or written notice

to Research and Legislation no later than fourteen (14) days after receipt of the rules’ analysis

from Legislative Services.  The final date to call a meeting on the enclosed rules is no later than

6-16-09.  If a meeting is called, the subcommittee must hold the meeting within forty-two (42)

days of receipt of the rules’ analysis from Legislative Services.  The final date to hold a meeting

on the enclosed rules is 7-15-09.

The germane joint subcommittee may request a statement of economic impact with

respect to a proposed rule by notifying Research and Legislation.  There is no time limit on

requesting this statement, and it may be requested whether or not a meeting on the proposed rule

is called or after a meeting has been held.

To notify Research and Legislation, call 334-2475, or send a written request to the

address or FAX number indicated on the memorandum enclosed.



 

 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:     Rules Review Subcommittee of the Senate Health and Welfare Committee, the 

**Senate Resources and Environment Committee and the House Environment, 

Energy and Technology Committee 

 

FROM:  Principal Legislative Research Analyst, Katharine Gerrity 

 

DATE:  May 27, 2009 

 

SUBJECT: Department of Environmental Quality 

 

IDAPA 58.01.01 - Rules For The Control Of Air Pollution In Idaho (Docket No. 

58-0101- 0901) 

 

  IDAPA 58.01.16 – Wastewater Rules (Docket No. 58-0116-0802) ** 

 

IDAPA 58.01.01 - Rules For The Control Of Air Pollution In Idaho  

 

The Department of Environmental Quality submits notice of proposed rule at IDAPA 

58.01.01 - Rules For The Control Of Air Pollution In Idaho.  According to the Department, the 

rulemaking is proposed to implement Section 39-116B, Idaho Code, which requires the 

Department to enter into rulemaking to establish the minimum requirements for a vehicle 

emissions testing program when ambient air quality concentrations are at or above 85% of a 

national ambient air quality standard and motor vehicle emissions constitute one of the two top 

contributing sources to the concentrations. The Department notes that the minimum requirements 

will assist affected local entities in determining whether to enter into a joint exercise of powers 

agreement to implement the vehicle emissions testing program or establish an alternative 

program in lieu of vehicle emissions testing. If a community does neither, the Department must 

implement the vehicle emissions program.  

 

Negotiated rulemaking was conducted. The Department also notes that the rule does not 

regulate an activity not regulated by the federal government nor is the rule more stringent than 

federal regulations. The Clean Air Act requires, in marginal ozone nonattainment areas, a vehicle 

inspection and maintenance program. The Department states that the rule is broader in scope 

than the federal law as it applies to sources in areas not yet designated nonattainment. The 

Department also states that the rule constitutes an important preemptive step for the Treasure 

Valley to take to attempt to avoid an ozone nonattainment designation.  

 



 We contacted the Department for additional information relating to exempted vehicles. In 

addition to the vehicles exempted pursuant to statute, the rule also exempts vehicles with a model 

year older than 1981, motor homes and motorcycles. The Department indicates that motor homes 

and motorcycles are not presently tested and so they carried that practice over to this rule. In 

terms of vehicles older than model year 1981, the Department’s reasoning was that testing those 

vehicles (which primarily use carburetors as opposed to fuel injection) would result in wasted 

testing in the event adjustments could be made to simply pass the test and then be readjusted 

after the test. In addition, that model year is nearing the classic vehicle age. We have no other 

specific comments or suggestions based on our review of this rule. The proposed rule appears to 

be authorized by Sections 39-105, 39-107 and 39-116B, Idaho Code. 

 

 IDAPA 58.01.16 – Wastewater Rules  

 

The Department of Environmental Quality submits notice of proposed rule at IDAPA 

58.01.16 – Wastewater Rules.  According to the Department, the rulemaking is proposed to 

allow for the creation of a combined, very small wastewater treatment and collection system 

classification for communities with 500 connections or less. The Department states that operators 

struggle with obtaining the various licenses currently required for the different aspects of very 

small facility operations. The Department states that this difficulty in obtaining more than one 

license results in there being too few properly licensed operators and this places the facilities in 

danger of being out of compliance with the rules that require they use the services of properly 

licensed operators. The Department also states that smaller systems, due to their relative 

simplicity of operation, are good candidates for operation by individuals with combined licenses 

and that it is working with the Bureau of Occupational Licenses to establish a very small 

wastewater system operator license.    

 

Negotiated rulemaking was conducted. The Department notes that the rule does regulate 

an activity not regulated by the federal government and that there is no federal law or regulation 

comparable to the provisions governing wastewater treatment and collection system 

classification. 

 

 We contacted the Department for additional information regarding the changes to the 

definition of “public wastewater system or wastewater system.” The changes include stricken 

exemption language relating to single family residences. The Department explained that this rule 

primarily deals with off-site (public) systems as opposed to on-site septic systems which are 

covered in a different section of DEQ’s rules. The single family residence related language was 

stricken because it has caused some confusion in the past. The key point in the definition is that 

it relates to those systems that generate, collect, treat or dispose of two thousand five hundred or 

more gallons of wastewater per day – which would not apply to a single family septic system. 

We have no other specific comments or suggestions based on our review of this rule. The 

proposed rule appears to be authorized by Chapters 1 and 36, Title 39, Idaho Code. 

  

cc:  Department of Environmental Quality 

 Paula  J. Wilson 

 Martin Bauer 

 Ester Ceja 
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IDAPA 58 - DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
58.01.01 - RULES FOR THE CONTROL OF AIR POLLUTION IN IDAHO

DOCKET NO. 58-0101-0901

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING - PROPOSED RULE

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5221(1), Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that this agency has
initiated proposed rulemaking. This action is authorized by Sections 39-105, 39-107, and 39-116B, Idaho Code.

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE: A public hearing concerning this proposed rulemaking will be held as follows:

The hearing site(s) will be accessible to persons with disabilities. Requests for accommodation must be made no
later than five (5) days prior to the hearing. For arrangements, contact the undersigned at (208) 373-0418.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The purpose of this rulemaking is to implement Idaho Code § 39-116B, which
requires the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to enter into rulemaking to establish the minimum
requirements for a vehicle emissions testing program when ambient air quality concentrations are at or above 85% of
a national ambient air quality standard and motor vehicle emissions constitute one of the two top contributing sources
to the concentrations. These minimum requirements will assist affected local entities in determining whether to (1)
enter into a joint exercise of powers agreement to implement the vehicle emissions testing program or (2) establish an
alternative program in lieu of vehicle emissions testing. If local entities do not choose either one of the two options,
DEQ must implement the vehicle emissions program.

Cities, counties, and all citizens in areas required to implement vehicle emissions testing may be interested in
commenting on this proposed rule. After consideration of public comments, DEQ intends to present the final proposal
to the Board of Environmental Quality at the October 2009 Board meeting for adoption as a pending rule. The rule is
expected to be final and effective upon the adjournment of the 2010 legislative session if adopted by the Board and
approved by the Legislature.

NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING: The text of the proposed rule has been drafted based on discussions held and
concerns raised during negotiations conducted pursuant to Idaho Code Section 67-5220 and IDAPA 58.01.23.810-
815. On January 7, 2009, the Notice of Negotiated Rulemaking was published in the Idaho Administrative Bulletin,
Vol. 09-1, page 450. On March 2, 2009, a preliminary draft negotiated rule was made available for public review.
Meetings were held on February 3, 2009 and March 17, 2009. Several members of the public participated in this
negotiated rulemaking process by attending the meetings and by submitting written comments.

IDAHO CODE SECTION 39-107D STATEMENT: This proposed rule does not regulate an activity not regulated
by the federal government nor is it more stringent than federal regulations.  The Clean Air Act requires, in marginal
ozone nonattainment areas, a vehicle inspection and maintenance program.  This proposed rule is broader in scope
than the federal law as it applies to sources in an area not yet designated nonattainment. In addition, promulgation of
this rule is required by Idaho Code 39-116B.

This proposed rule constitutes an important preemptive step for the Treasure Valley to take to attempt to avoid an
ozone nonattainment designation.  The ozone national ambient air quality standard is a standard designed to protect
human health and the environment.  It is clear under federal law that scientists have determined that a vehicle
inspection and maintenance program is an important control measure to implement for ozone reduction. 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: Not applicable.

TUESDAY  -  JULY 14, 2009  -  3:30 pm
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Conference Room B
1410 N. Hilton, Boise, Idaho
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ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS AND SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN COMMENTS: For
assistance on technical questions concerning this rulemaking, contact Martin Bauer at (208) 373-0440 or
martin.bauer@deq.idaho.gov.

Anyone may submit written comments by mail, fax or e-mail at the address below regarding this proposed rule.
DEQ will consider all written comments received by the undersigned on or before July 14, 2009.

DATED this 1st day of May, 2009.

Paula J. Wilson
Hearing Coordinator
Department of Environmental Quality
1410 N. Hilton, Boise, Idaho 83706-1255
(208)373-0418/Fax No. (208)373-0481
paula.wilson@deq.idaho.gov

THE FOLLOWING IS THE PROPOSED TEXT OF DOCKET NO. 58-0101-0901

517. MOTOR VEHICLE INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE PROGRAM.

01. Purpose. The purpose of Sections 517 through 526 is to set forth the minimum standards for a
motor vehicle inspection and maintenance program, established pursuant to Section 39-116B, Idaho Code, for
registered motor vehicles as defined in Section 49-123, Idaho Code. This program is designed to follow the basic
inspection and maintenance program defined in 40 CFR 51.352. (        )

02. Applicability. Sections 517 through 526 apply only to the counties of Ada and Canyon and the
cities of Boise, Eagle, Garden City, Meridian, Kuna, Star, Caldwell, Greenleaf, Melba, Middleton, Nampa, Notus,
Parma, and Wilder. (        )

03. Options. (        )

a. Section 39-116B, Idaho Code, provides the counties and cities listed in Subsection 517.02 with the
following implementation options. The counties and cities may: (        )

i. Enter into a joint exercise of powers agreement with the Director to implement a motor vehicle
inspection and maintenance program; or (        )

ii. Obtain Department approval to implement an alternative motor vehicle emissions control strategy
that will result in emissions reductions equivalent to that of a motor vehicle inspection and maintenance program.

(        )

b. If neither of the options listed in Subsection 517.03.a. are selected, the Department shall implement
the motor vehicle inspection and maintenance program. (        )

04. Governing Authority. For the purpose of Sections 517 through 526, governing authority means
the governing entity responsible for the development and implementation of the motor vehicle inspection and
maintenance program. The governing entity may be the counties and cities listed in Subsection 517.02 or the
Department. The governing authority shall adopt Sections 517 through 526 of these rules. (        )
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05. Exemptions. Sections 517 through 526 do not apply to the following: (        )

a. Electric or hybrid motor vehicles; (        )

b. Motor vehicles with a model year less than five (5) years old; (        )

c. Motor vehicles with a model year older than 1981; (        )

d. Classic automobiles as defined by Section 49-406A, Idaho Code; (        )

e. Motor vehicles with a maximum vehicle gross weight of less than fifteen hundred (1500) pounds;
(        )

f. Motor vehicles registered as motor homes as defined by Section 49-114, Idaho Code; (        )

g. Motorized farm equipment; and (        )

h. Registered motor vehicles engaged solely in the business of agriculture. (        )

518. REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSING AUTHORIZED INSPECTION STATIONS OR RETEST
STATIONS.

01. General. (        )

a. No person or enterprise shall in any manner represent any place as an inspection station or retest
station unless such station is operated under a valid license issued by the governing authority. (        )

b. No license for any inspection station or retest station may be assigned, transferred or used by other
than the original applicant for that specific station. (        )

02. Applications for License. Applications for license as an inspection station or retest station shall be
made on the forms provided by the governing authority. No license shall be issued unless the governing authority
finds that the facilities, tools and equipment of the applicant comply with the requirements set forth in Subsections
518.04 or 518.05. (        )

03. Fees. All applicants for an inspection station or retest station license shall submit, at the time of the
original submission of the application, the license fee set by the governing authority. The fee payment shall be made
payable to the governing authority. (        )

04. Requirements for Licensed Inspection Stations. In order to qualify for issuance and continuance
of an inspection station license, an establishment must meet the following requirements: (        )

a. Must have a permanent location; (        )

b. Must sign a contract pledging the station will not make any emissions related adjustments or repairs
on the vehicles it emissions tests; (        )

c. Must ensure that at least one employee, who has been issued an emissions technician license by the
governing authority, is on duty at all times of station operation; (        )

d. Must demonstrate the ability to perform the emissions test and comply with reporting and
recordkeeping requirements established by the governing authority; (        )

e. Must obtain and maintain in force appropriate business liability insurance; and (        )

f. Must have the tools, equipment and supplies, as required by the governing authority, available for
performance of the emissions test. (        )
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05. Requirements for Licensed Retest Stations. In order to qualify for issuance and continuance of a
retest station license, an establishment must meet the requirements listed in Subsection 518.04 with the exception of
Subsection 518.04.b. (        )

06. Approval Procedure. (        )

a. Applications received by the governing authority will be reviewed for completeness and an
inspection of the facility will be performed. An inspection report will be prepared for the governing authority’s
review. (        )

b. Stations which meet the requirements of Subsections 518.01 through 518.05 will be granted an
inspection station license or retest station license and issued a station sign. The station sign and license shall be posted
in a conspicuous place, readily visible to the public. The station sign and license shall remain the property of the
governing authority. (        )

07. Revocation of Inspection Station or Retest Station License. The governing authority has the
authority to issue warnings and suspend or revoke a station license upon a showing that emission tests are not being
performed in accordance with these rules and any other specifications or procedures enacted by the governing
authority. (        )

519. REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSING AUTHORIZED EMISSIONS TECHNICIANS.

01. Applications for License. Application for a license as an emissions technician shall be filed with
the governing authority. Applications for the emissions technician license shall be completed on forms provided by
the governing authority. (        )

02. Fees. All applicants for an emissions technician license shall submit, at the time of the original
submission of the application, the license fee set by the governing authority. The fee payment shall be made payable
to the governing authority. (        )

03. Requirements for Issuance of an Emissions Technician License. An applicant must demonstrate
the knowledge and skill necessary to perform an emissions test of motor vehicle engines. The governing authority
shall require the minimum standards set forth in 40 CFR 51.367, incorporated by reference into these rules at Section
107. (        )

04. Revocation of Emissions Technician License. The governing authority has the authority to issue
warnings and suspend or revoke an emissions technician license upon a showing that emission tests are not being
performed in accordance with these rules or any other specifications or procedures enacted by the governing
authority. (        )

520. INSPECTION FREQUENCY.
The inspections shall occur no more than once every two (2) years. If the owner of the motor vehicle obtains a waiver
pursuant to Section 526, the motor vehicle must be inspected the following year. (        )

521. TEST PROCEDURE REQUIREMENTS.
The governing authority shall require the minimum standards set forth in 40 CFR 51.357(a), incorporated by
reference into these rules at Section 107. (        )

522. TEST STANDARDS.
The governing authority shall require the minimum standards set forth in 40 CFR 51.357(b), incorporated by
reference into these rules at Section 107. (        )

523. TEST EQUIPMENT.
The governing authority shall require the minimum standards set forth in 40 CFR 51.358, incorporated by reference
in to these rules at Section 107. (        )
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524. INSPECTION FEE.
The fee for a motor vehicle inspection, as established in Section 39-116B(2)(g), Idaho Code, shall not exceed twenty
dollars ($20) per vehicle. This fee is necessary to carry out the provisions of Sections 517 through 526 and to fund an
air quality public awareness and outreach program. (        )

525. PUBLIC OUTREACH.
The governing authority shall issue a pamphlet for distribution to owners of motor vehicles. The pamphlet shall
include, but not be limited to, the reasons for and the methods of the inspection. The governing authority may also
establish and operate an informational hotline, website, or any other means of outreach that is deemed to be efficient
and effective by the governing authority. (        )

526. WAIVERS.
The governing authority shall require the minimum standards set forth in 40 CFR 51.360(a), incorporated by
reference into these rules at Section 107. If the owner of the motor vehicle obtains a waiver, the motor vehicle must
be inspected the following year. (        )

01. Financial Hardship. If repairs required under Section 526 pose a financial hardship on the owner
of the motor vehicle, the governing authority shall have the authority to issue a waiver without requiring expenditure
of the amounts listed in 40 CFR 51.360(a). Such determination of hardship shall be made on a case-by-case basis by
the governing authority. (        )

02. Public Service Vehicles Operating Less than 1,000 Miles Per Year. For public service vehicles
owned by a governmental entity and operated less than one thousand (1,000) miles per year, the governing authority
shall have the authority to issue a waiver without requiring expenditure of the amounts listed in 40 CFR 51.360(a).

(        )

5127. -- 549. (RESERVED).
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IDAPA 58 - DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
58.01.16 - WASTEWATER RULES

DOCKET NO. 58-0116-0802

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING - PROPOSED RULEMAKING

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Section 67-5221(1), Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that this agency has
initiated proposed rulemaking. This action is authorized by Chapters 1 and 36, Title 39, Idaho Code.

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE: No hearings have been scheduled. Pursuant to Section 67-5222(2), Idaho Code,
a public hearing will be held if requested in writing by twenty-five (25) persons, a political subdivision, or an agency.
Written requests for a hearing must be received by the undersigned on or before June 17, 2009. If no such written
request is received, a public hearing will not be held.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has initiated this rulemaking to
allow for the creation of a combined very small wastewater treatment and collection system classification for
communities with 500 connections or less. Operators struggle with obtaining the various licenses currently required
for the different aspects of very small facility operation. This difficulty in obtaining more than one license results in
there being too few properly licensed operators. This lack of properly licensed operators places the facilities in danger
of being out of compliance with the rules that require they use the services of properly licensed operators. Smaller
systems, due to their relative simplicity of operation, are good candidates for operation by individuals with combined
licenses. Associated with this rulemaking is the need for the Idaho Bureau of Occupational Licenses (IBOL) to
establish a very small wastewater system operator license. DEQ is working with IBOL to coordinate rulemaking
activities.

Cities, water and sewer districts, homeowner associations, private wastewater contractors, operators, the
Association of Idaho Cities, the Idaho Rural Water Association, and the Pacific Northwest Clean Water Association -
Idaho Sections (North Idaho, Southeast and Southwest Idaho Operator Sections) may be interested in commenting on
this proposed rule. The proposed rule text is in legislative format. Language the agency proposes to add is underlined.
Language the agency proposes to delete is struck out. It is these additions and deletions to which public comment
should be addressed.

After consideration of public comments, DEQ intends to present the final proposal to the Board of
Environmental Quality at the October 2009 Board meeting for adoption as a pending rule. The pending rule is
expected to be final and effective upon the adjournment of the 2010 legislative session if adopted by the Board and
approved by the Legislature. This rule was adopted as a temporary rule by the Board in February 2009 and is
currently effective.

NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING: The text of the rule has been drafted based on discussions held and concerns
raised during negotiations conducted pursuant to Idaho Code Section 67-5220 and IDAPA 58.01.23.810-815. On
December 3, 2008, the Notice of Negotiated Rulemaking was published in the Idaho Administrative Bulletin, Vol.
08-12, pages 123 through 124, and a preliminary draft rule was made available for public review. One meeting was
held on December 16, 2008. Members of the public participated in this negotiated rulemaking process by attending
the meeting.

IDAHO CODE SECTION 39-107D STATEMENT: This rule does regulate an activity not regulated by the federal
government. There is no federal law or regulation comparable to the provisions governing wastewater treatment and
collection system classification set forth in the Wastewater Rules; therefore, the changes to the rules are not broader
in scope or more stringent than federal law or regulations.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: not applicable.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS AND SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN COMMENTS: For
assistance on technical questions concerning this rulemaking, contact Ester Ceja at ester.ceja@deq.idaho.gov,
(208)373-0585. Anyone may submit written comments by mail, fax or e-mail at the address below regarding this
proposed rule. DEQ will consider all written comments received by the undersigned on or before July 1, 2009.
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DATED this 1st day of May, 2009.

Paula J. Wilson
Hearing Coordinator
Department of Environmental Quality
1410 N. Hilton, Boise, Idaho 83706-1255
(208)373-0418/Fax No. (208)373-0481
paula.wilson@deq.idaho.gov

THE FOLLOWING IS THE PROPOSED TEXT OF DOCKET NO. 58-0116-0802

010. DEFINITIONS.
For the purpose of the rules contained in IDAPA 58.01.16, “Wastewater Rules,” the following definitions apply:

(4-11-06)

01. Available. Based on public wastewater system size, complexity, and variation in raw waste, a
licensed wastewater operator must be on site, on call, or able to be contacted as needed to initiate the appropriate
action for normal or emergency conditions in a timely manner. (4-11-06)

02. Adequate Emergency Storage Capacity. The emergency storage capacity of a lift station wet well
is the volume of the wet well measured between the high water alarm and the gravity sewer invert into the wet well.
The collection system shall not be used in the calculation for emergency storage. For the purpose of this definition,
“adequate” shall be defined as twice the estimated emergency response time multiplied by the peak hour flow to the
wet well. The high water alarm shall be placed at an elevation below the wet well invert sufficient to achieve the
defined volumetric emergency storage capacity. (5-8-09)

03. Average Day Flow. The average day flow is the average of daily volumes to be received for a
continuous twelve (12) month period expressed as a volume per unit time. However, the average day flow for design
purposes for facilities having critical seasonal high hydraulic loading periods, such as recreational areas or industrial
facilities, shall be based on the average day flow during the seasonal period. See also the definition of Wastewater
Flows. (5-8-09)

04. Beneficial Use. Any of the various uses which may be made of the water of Idaho, including, but
not limited to, domestic water supplies, industrial water supplies, agricultural water supplies, navigation, recreation in
and on the water, wildlife habitat, and aesthetics. The beneficial use is dependent upon actual use, the ability of the
water to support a non-existing use either now or in the future, and its likelihood of being used in a given manner. The
use of water for the purpose of wastewater dilution or as a receiving water for a waste treatment facility effluent is not
a beneficial use. (4-11-06)

05. Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD). The measure of the amount of oxygen necessary to satisfy
the biochemical oxidation requirements of organic materials at the time the sample is collected; unless otherwise
specified, this term will mean the five (5) day BOD incubated at twenty (20) degrees C. (4-11-06)

06. Blackwaste. Human body waste, such as excreta or urine. This includes toilet paper and other
products used in the practice of personal hygiene. (5-8-09)

07. Blackwater. A wastewater whose principal pollutant is blackwaste; a combination of blackwaste
and water. (5-8-09)

08. Board. The Idaho Board of Environmental Quality. (4-11-06)
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09. Capacity. The capabilities required of a wastewater system in order to achieve and maintain
compliance with these rules. It is divided into three (3) main elements: (5-8-09)

a. Technical capacity means the system has the physical infrastructure to safely collect wastewater
and consistently meet discharge standards and treatment requirements, and is able to meet the requirements of routine
and emergency operations. It further means the ability of system personnel to adequately operate and maintain the
system and to otherwise implement technical knowledge. Training of operator(s) is required, as appropriate, for the
system size and complexity. (5-8-09)

b. Financial capacity means the financial resources of the wastewater system, including an
appropriate budget; rate structure; cash reserves sufficient for current operation and maintenance, future needs and
emergency situations; and adequate fiscal controls. (5-8-09)

c. Managerial capacity means that the management structure of the wastewater system embodies the
aspects of wastewater system operations, including, but not limited to; (5-8-09)

i. Short and long range planning; (5-8-09)

ii. Personnel management; (5-8-09)

iii. Fiduciary responsibility; (5-8-09)

iv. Emergency response; (5-8-09)

v. Customer responsiveness; and (5-8-09)

vi. Administrative functions such as billing and consumer awareness. (5-8-09)

10. Class A Effluent. Class A effluent is treated municipal reclaimed wastewater that must be
oxidized, coagulated, clarified, and filtered, or treated by an equivalent process and adequately disinfected. For
comprehensive Class A Effluent criteria and permitting requirements refer to IDAPA 58.01.17, “Rules for the
Reclamation and Reuse of Municipal and Industrial Wastewater.” (3-30-07)

11. Class A Effluent Distribution System. The delivery system for Class A effluent. The distribution
system does not include any of the collection or treatment portions of the wastewater facility and is not subject to
operator licensing requirements in Section 203 of these rules. (4-11-06)

12. Collection System. That portion of the wastewater system or treatment facility in which
wastewater is received from the premises of the discharger and conveyed to the point of treatment through a series of
lines, pipes, manholes, pumps/lift stations and other appurtenances. (3-30-07)

13. Compliance Schedule or Compliance Agreement Schedule. A schedule of remedial and
preventative measures and sequence of actions leading to compliance with a regulation, statute or rule, enforceable as
set forth in Sections 39-116 and 39-116A, Idaho Code, respectively. (5-8-09)

14. Department. The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality. (4-11-06)

15. Design Flow. The critical flow used for steady-state wasteload allocation modeling. (4-11-06)

16. Designated Beneficial Use or Designated Use. Those beneficial uses assigned to identify waters
in Idaho Department of Environmental Quality Rules, IDAPA 58.01.02, “Water Quality Standards,” Sections 110
through 160, whether or not the uses are being attained. (4-11-06)

17. Director. The Director of the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality or his authorized agent.
(4-11-06)



DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY Docket No. 58-0116-0802
Wastewater Rules Proposed Rulemaking

Idaho Administrative Bulletin Page 118 June 3, 2009 - Vol. 09-6

18. Discharge. When used without qualification, any spilling, leaking, emitting, escaping, leaching, or
disposing of a pollutant into the waters of the state. (4-11-06)

19. Disinfection. A method of reducing the pathogenic or objectionable organisms by means of
chemicals or other acceptable means. (4-11-06)

20. Disposal Facility. Any facility used for disposal of any wastewater. Facilities for the disposal of
sludge are regulated under Section 650 of these rules. (3-30-07)

21. Effluent. Any treated wastewater discharged from a treatment facility. (5-8-09)

22. Environmental Review. An environmental review document for a specific project includes a
description of purpose and need for the project; a description of the affected environment and environmental impacts
including, but not limited to, endangered species, historical and archaeological impacts, air impacts, surface and
ground water impacts, and noise and visual impacts; a description of the planned mitigation for these impacts; and
descriptions of the public process, agencies consulted, referenced documents, and a mailing list of interested parties.
A checklist, which can be used as guidance, can be found at http://www.deq.idaho.gov/water/permits_forms/forms/
waste_water/form_j_eid_outline_checklist.doc. This checklist is for Department grant and loan projects, but can be
used in part or in whole as a guide. (5-8-09)

23. EPA. The United States Environmental Protection Agency. (4-11-06)

24. Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU). A measure where one (1) unit is equivalent to wastewater
generated from one (1) single-family detached housing unit. For example, a business generating three (3) times as
much wastewater as an average single-family detached housing unit would be considered three (3) equivalent
dwelling units. (5-8-09)

25. Facility Plan. The facility plan for a municipal wastewater treatment and disposal facility describes
the overall system, including the collection system, the treatment systems, and the disposal systems. It is a
comprehensive planning document for the existing infrastructure and includes the plan for the future of the systems,
including upgrades and additions. It is usually updated on a regular basis due to anticipated or unanticipated growth
patterns, regulatory requirements, or other infrastructure needs. A Facility Plan is sometimes referred to as a master
plan or facilities planning study. In general, a Facility Plan is an overall system-wide plan as opposed to a project
specific plan. (5-8-09)

26. Facility and Design Standards. Facility and design standards are described in Sections 400
through 599 of these rules. Facility and design standards found in Sections 400 through 599 of these rules must be
followed in the planning, design, construction, and review of municipal wastewater facilities. (3-30-07)

27. Geometric Mean. The geometric mean of “n” quantities is the “nth” root of the product of the
quantities. (4-11-06)

28. Gray Water. Domestic wastewater that does not contain wastewater from toilets, kitchen sinks,
dishwashers, cloth washing machines, and water softeners. (5-8-09)

29. Ground Water. Any water of the state which occurs beneath the surface of the earth in a saturated
geological formation of rock or soil. (4-11-06)

30. Industrial Wastewater. Any waste, together with such water as is present, that is the by-product of
industrial processes including, but not limited to, food processing or food washing wastewater. (4-11-06)

31. Land Application. A process or activity involving application of wastewater, surface water, or
semi-liquid material to the land surface for the purpose of disposal, pollutant removal, or ground water recharge.

(4-11-06)

32. License. A physical document issued by the Idaho Bureau of Occupational Licenses certifying that
an individual has met the appropriate qualifications and has been granted the authority to practice in Idaho under the
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provisions of Chapter 24, Title 54, Idaho Code. (4-11-06)

33. Major Wastewater Collection System Project. A wastewater collection system project that is not
a simple wastewater main extension. (5-8-09)

34. Material Deviation. A change from the design plans that significantly alters the type or location of
facilities, requires engineering judgment to design, or impacts the public safety or welfare. (4-11-06)

35. Material Modification. Material modifications are those that are intended to increase system
capacity or to alter the methods or processes employed. Any project that increases the pumping capacity of a system,
increases the potential population served by the system or the number of service connections within the system, adds
new or alters existing wastewater system components, or affects the wastewater flow of the system is considered to
be increasing system capacity or altering the methods or processes employed. Maintenance and repair performed on
the system and the replacement of valves, pumps, or other similar items with new items of the same size and type are
not considered a material modification. (5-8-09)

36. Maximum Day Flow. The design maximum day flow is the largest volume of flow to be received
during a continuous twenty four (24) hour period expressed as a volume per unit time. See also Wastewater Flows.

(5-8-09)

37. Maximum Month Flow. The maximum month flow is the largest volume of flow to be received
during any calendar month expressed as a volume per unit time. See also the definition of Wastewater Flows.

(5-8-09)

38. Mixing Zone. A defined area or volume of the receiving water surrounding or adjacent to a
wastewater discharge where the receiving water, as a result of the discharge, may not meet all applicable water
quality criteria or standards. It is considered a place where wastewater mixes with receiving water and not as a place
where effluents are treated. (4-11-06)

39. Municipal Wastewater. Unless otherwise specified, sewage and associated solids, whether treated
or untreated, together with such water that is present. Also called domestic wastewater. Industrial wastewater may
also be present, but is not considered part of the definition. (4-11-06)

40. National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). Point source permitting program
established pursuant to Section 402 of the federal Clean Water Act. (4-11-06)

41. Natural Background Conditions. No measurable change in the physical, chemical, biological, or
radiological conditions existing in a water body without human sources of pollution within the watershed. (4-11-06)

42. Non-Contact Cooling Water. Water used to reduce temperature which does not come into direct
contact with any raw material, intermediate product, waste product (other than heat) or finished product. Non-contact
cooling water is not considered wastewater. Non-contact cooling water can be land applied as recharge water as
discussed in Section 600 based on a Department approval as described in Subsections 600.04 and 600.05. (3-30-07)

43. Nuisance. Anything which is injurious to the public health or an obstruction to the free use, in the
customary manner, of any waters of the state. (4-11-06)

44. Nutrients. The major substances necessary for the growth and reproduction of aquatic plant life,
consisting of nitrogen, phosphorus, and carbon compounds. (4-11-06)

45. Non-Potable Mains. The pipelines that collect and convey non-potable discharges from or to
multiple service connections. Examples would include sewage collection and interceptor mains, storm sewers, non-
potable irrigation mains, and reclaimed wastewater mains. (3-30-07)

46. Non-Potable Services. The pipelines that convey non-potable discharges from individual facilities
to a connection with the non-potable main. This term also refers to pipelines that convey non-potable water from a
pressurized irrigation system, reclaimed wastewater system, and other non-potable systems to individual consumers.
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(4-11-06)

47. Operating Personnel. Any person who is employed, retained, or appointed to conduct the tasks
associated with the day-to-day operation and maintenance of a public wastewater system. Operating personnel shall
include every person making system control or system integrity decisions about water quantity or water quality that
may affect public health. (4-11-06)

48. Owner. The person, company, corporation, district, association or other organizational entity that
owns the public wastewater system, and who provides, or intends to provide, wastewater service to system users and
is ultimately responsible for the public wastewater system operation. (3-30-07)

49. Peak Instantaneous Flow. The design peak instantaneous flow is the instantaneous maximum
flow rate to be received. See also the definition of Wastewater Flows. (5-8-09)

50. Peak Hour Flow. The design peak hour flow is the largest volume of flow to be received during a
one (1) hour period expressed as a volume per unit time. See also the definition of Wastewater Flows. (5-8-09)

51. Person. An individual, public or private corporation, partnership, association, firm, joint stock
company, joint venture, trust, estate, state, municipality, commission, political subdivision of the state, state or federal
agency, department or instrumentality, special district, interstate body or any legal entity, which is recognized by law
as the subject of rights and duties. (4-11-06)

52. Point Source. Any discernible, confined, and discrete conveyance, including, but not limited to
any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container, rolling stock, concentrated animal feeding
operation, or vessel or other floating craft, from which pollutants are, or may be, discharged to surface waters of the
state. This term does not include return flows from irrigated agriculture, discharges from dams and hydroelectric
generating facilities or any source or activity considered a nonpoint source by definition. (4-11-06)

53. Pollutant. Dredged spoil, solid waste, incinerator residue, sewage, garbage, sewage sludge,
munitions, chemical waste, biological materials, radioactive materials, heat, wrecked or discarded equipment, rock,
sand, silt, cellar dirt; and industrial, municipal and agricultural waste, gases entrained in water; or other materials
which, when discharged to water in excessive quantities, cause or contribute to water pollution. Provided however,
biological materials shall not include live or occasional dead fish that may accidentally escape into the waters of the
state from aquaculture facilities. (4-11-06)

54. Potable Water. A water which is free from impurities in such amounts that it is safe for human
consumption without treatment. (4-11-06)

55. Potable Mains. Pipelines that deliver potable water to multiple service connections. (3-30-07)

56. Potable Service. Pipelines that convey potable water from a connection to the potable water main
across private property to individual consumers. (3-30-07)

57. Preliminary Engineering Report. The preliminary engineering report for the municipal
wastewater treatment or disposal facility is the report that addresses specific portions of the systems as they are being
contemplated for design. These reports address specific purpose and scope, design requirements, alternative
solutions, costs, operation and maintenance requirements, and other requirements as described in Section 411.
Preliminary engineering reports are generally project specific as opposed to an overall system-wide plan, such as a
facility plan. (5-8-09)

58. Primary Treatment. Processes or methods that serve as the first stage treatment of wastewater,
intended for removal of suspended and settleable solids by gravity sedimentation; provides no changes in dissolved
and colloidal matter in the sewage or wastes flow. (4-11-06)

59. Private Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plant. A wastewater facility that treats municipal
wastewater and is under private ownership. These systems are typically initially owned, operated, and maintained by
a developer with the ownership, operation and maintenance transferring to a homeowners association, or similar
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entity as lots are sold within the development. (5-8-09)

60. Public Wastewater System or Wastewater System. For purposes of Sections 202 through 204, a
A public wastewater system or wastewater system is any publicly or privately owned collection system or treatment
system that generates, collects, or treats, or disposes of two thousand five hundred (2,500) or more gallons of
wastewater per day. This does not include: any wastewater treatment system operated and maintained exclusively by
a single family residence or any wastewater system consisting solely of a gravity flow, non-mechanical septic tank
and subsurface treatment and distribution system, any wastewater system with individual septic tanks and individual
pump stations that discharge to a common gravity flow subsurface treatment and distribution system when ownership
of each septic tank and pumping station is by individual property owner and ownership of the common system is by a
public or private entity; (        )

a. aAny animal waste system used for agricultural purposes that have been constructed in part or
whole by public funds,; or industrial wastewater systems under private ownership. (        )

b. This definition also does not include aAny industrial or other nonmunicipal wastewater system
which is covered under Section 401 of these rules. (3-30-07)(        )

61. Qualified Licensed Professional Engineer (QLPE). A professional engineer licensed by the state
of Idaho; qualified by education or experience in the specific technical fields involved in these rules; and retained or
employed by a city, county, quasi-municipal corporation, or regulated public utility for the purposes of plan and
specification review. (5-8-09)

62. Quasi-Municipal Corporation. A public entity, other than community government, created or
authorized by the legislature to aid the state in, or to take charge of, some public or state work for the general welfare.
For the purpose of these rules, this term refers to wastewater or sewer districts. (4-11-06)

63. Receiving Waters. Those waters which receive pollutants from point or nonpoint sources.
(4-11-06)

64. Recharge. The process of adding water to the zone of saturation. (4-11-06)

65. Recharge Water. Water that is specifically utilized for the purpose of adding water to the zone of
saturation. (4-11-06)

66. Redundancy. Redundancy for wastewater treatment and disposal facilities is generally focused on
supplying or installing backup equipment and facilities to make the operation of the systems more reliable. These
redundant systems are sometimes required to provide backup for emergencies, taking certain processes off-line, or for
treating spikes in wastewater flow or strength. (3-30-07)

67. Reliability. Reliability for wastewater collection and treatment and disposal facilities is usually
based on its ability to consistently handle the wastewater flows in the community and to meet the requirements of its
permit. This reliability is in part based on the redundancy built into the wastewater infrastructure and proper
maintenance of the system. (3-30-07)

68. Reasonably Accessible. The following criteria shall be used to determine whether a project
proposing a new private municipal wastewater treatment plant, or a material modification or expansion of an existing
private municipal wastewater treatment plant, is reasonably accessible to a public municipal wastewater collection
system. (5-8-09)

a. For an existing private municipal wastewater treatment plant, reasonably accessible means the
public municipal wastewater collection system becomes located within a minimum of one thousand (1,000) feet of
any portion of the discharge piping of a private municipal wastewater treatment plant, and the owner of the public
municipal wastewater collection system will provide a “will serve” letter. (5-8-09)

b. For a proposed project which includes a new private municipal wastewater treatment plant,
reasonably accessible means the public municipal wastewater collection system is located within a minimum of one
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thousand (1,000) feet of any portion of the proposed development or existing development property boundary, and
the owner of the public municipal wastewater collection system will provide a “will serve” letter. (5-8-09)

c. The Department may determine that a private municipal wastewater treatment plant may be
reasonably accessible to the public municipal wastewater collection system at distances greater than those distances
specified in Paragraphs a. or b. of this Subsection based on site-specific factors. (5-8-09)

69. Responsible Charge (RC). For purposes of Sections 202 through 204, responsible charge means,
active, daily on-site or on-call responsibility for the performance of operations or active, on-going, on-site or on-call
direction of employees and assistants. (5-8-09)

70. Responsible Charge Operator. For purposes of Sections 202 through 204, a responsible charge
operator is an operator licensed at a class equal to or greater than the classification of the system and who has been
designated by the system owner to have direct supervision of and responsibility for the performance of operations of
a specified wastewater treatment system(s) or wastewater collection system(s) and the direction of personnel
employed or retained at the same system. The responsible charge operator has an active daily on-site or on-call
presence at the specified facility. (5-8-09)

71. Reuse. The use of reclaimed wastewater for beneficial uses including, but not limited to, land
treatment, irrigation, ground water recharge using surface spreading, seepage ponds, or other unlined surface water
features. (3-30-07)

72. Reviewing Authority. For those projects requiring preconstruction approval by the Department,
the Department is the reviewing authority. For those projects allowing for preconstruction approval by others,
pursuant to Subsection 400.03.b. of these rules, the Qualified Licensed Professional Engineer (QLPE) is also the
reviewing authority. (5-8-09)

73. Sanitary Sewer Extension. As used in Section 400, an extension of an existing wastewater
collection system that does not require a lift station or force main and is intended to increase the service area of the
wastewater collection system. (4-11-06)

74. Secondary Treatment. Processes or methods for the supplemental treatment of wastewater,
usually following primary treatment, to affect additional improvement in the quality of the treated wastes by
biological means of various types which are designed to remove or modify organic matter. (4-11-06)

75. Septage. Septage is a general term for the contents removed from septic tanks, portable vault
toilets, privy vaults, wastewater holding tanks, very small wastewater treatment plants, or semi-public facilities (i.e.,
schools, motels, mobile home parks, campgrounds, small commercial endeavors) receiving wastewater from
domestic sources. Non-domestic (industrial) wastes are not included in this definition. This does not include drinking
water treatment residuals that may be held in a holding tank. (3-30-07)

76. Septage Transfer Station. A place where septage from more than one (1) hauler is accumulated
for collection and subsequent removal without processing to a treatment facility. (5-8-09)

77. Sewage. The water-carried human or animal waste from residences, buildings, industrial
establishments or other places, together with such ground water infiltration and surface water as may be present.

(4-11-06)

78. Simple Wastewater Main Extension. New or replacement wastewater main(s) that require plan
and specification review per these rules and that will be connected by gravity, without the use of pumps or lift
stations, to existing wastewater collection facilities that have the capacity to carry the additional wastewater flow.

(5-8-09)

79. Sludge. The semi-liquid mass produced and removed by the wastewater treatment process.
(3-30-07)

80. Special Resource Water. Those specific segments or bodies of water which are recognized as
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needing intensive protection: (4-11-06)

a. To preserve outstanding or unique characteristics; or (4-11-06)

b. To maintain current beneficial use. (4-11-06)

81. State. The state of Idaho. (4-11-06)

82. Substitute Responsible Charge Operator. A public wastewater operator holding a valid license at
a class equal to or greater than the public wastewater system classification, designated by the system owner to replace
and to perform the duties of the responsible charge operator when the responsible charge operator is not available or
accessible. (4-11-06)

83. Surface Water Body. All surface accumulations of water, natural or artificial, public or private, or
parts thereof which are wholly or partially within, which flow through or border upon the state. This includes, but is
not limited to, rivers, streams, canals, ditches, lakes, and ponds. It does not include private waters as defined in
Section 42-212, Idaho Code. (4-11-06)

84. Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). The sum of the individual wasteload allocations (WLAs)
for point sources, load allocations (LAs) for nonpoint sources, and natural background. Such load shall be established
at a level necessary to implement the applicable water quality standards with seasonal variations and a margin of
safety which takes into account any lack of knowledge concerning the relationship between effluent limitations and
water quality. (3-30-07)

85. Treatment. A process or activity conducted for the purpose of removing pollutants from
wastewater. (4-11-06)

86. Treatment Facility. Any physical facility or land area for the purpose of collecting, treating,
neutralizing or stabilizing pollutants including treatment plants; the necessary collecting, intercepting, outfall and
outlet sewers; pumping stations integral to such plants or sewers; disposal or reuse facilities; equipment and
furnishing thereof; and their appurtenances. For the purpose of these rules, a treatment facility may also be known as
a treatment system, a wastewater system, wastewater treatment system, wastewater treatment facility, or wastewater
treatment plant. (3-30-07)

87. User. Any person served by a public wastewater system. (4-11-06)

88. Very Small Wastewater System. A public wastewater system that serves five hundred (500)
connections or less and includes a collection system with a system size of six (6) points or less on the system
classification rating form (Section 202) and is limited to only one (1) of the following wastewater treatment
processes: (        )

a. Aerated lagoons; (        )

b. Non-aerated lagoon(s); (        )

c. Primary treatment; or (        )

d. Primary treatment discharging to a large soil absorption system (LSAS). (        )

889. Wastewater. Any combination of liquid or water and pollutants from activities and processes
occurring in dwellings, commercial buildings, industrial plants, institutions and other establishments, together with
any ground water, surface water, and storm water that may be present; liquid or water that is chemically, biologically,
physically or rationally identifiable as containing blackwater, gray water or commercial or industrial pollutants; and
sewage. (5-8-09)

890. Wastewater Flows. The following flows for the design year shall be identified as required and
used as a basis for design of sewer systems including sewer mains, lift stations, wastewater treatment plants,



DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY Docket No. 58-0116-0802
Wastewater Rules Proposed Rulemaking

Idaho Administrative Bulletin Page 124 June 3, 2009 - Vol. 09-6

treatment units, and other wastewater handling facilities. The definition contained in this Subsection applies where
any of the terms defined in Paragraphs a. through e. are used in these rules. (5-8-09)

a. Average Day Flow. The average day flow is the average of daily volumes to be received for a
continuous twelve (12) month period expressed as a volume per unit time. However, the average day flow for design
purposes for facilities having critical seasonal high hydraulic loading periods, such as recreational areas or industrial
facilities, shall be based on the average day flow during the seasonal period. (5-8-09)

b. Maximum Day Flow. The design maximum day flow is the largest volume of flow to be received
during a continuous twenty-four (24) hour period expressed as a volume per unit time. (5-8-09)

c. Maximum Month Flow. The maximum month flow is the largest volume of flow to be received
during any calendar month expressed as a volume per unit time. (5-8-09)

d. Peak Instantaneous Flow. The design peak instantaneous flow is the instantaneous maximum flow
rate to be received. (5-8-09)

e. Peak Hour Flow. The design peak hour flow is the largest volume of flow to be received during a
one (1) hour period expressed as a volume per unit time. (5-8-09)

901. Wastewater Lagoon. Manmade impoundments for the purpose of storing or treating wastewater.
(4-11-06)

912. Wastewater Pipelines. The pipelines that collect and convey non-potable discharges from or to
multiple service connections. (4-11-06)

923. Wastewater Pumping Station. A wastewater facility that collects wastewater from the collection
system or the treatment system and pumps it to a higher elevation. Also called lift station or wastewater lift station.

(3-30-07)

934. Wastewater System Operator. The person who is employed, retained, or appointed to conduct the
tasks associated with routine day to day operation and maintenance of a public wastewater treatment or collection
system in order to safeguard the public health and environment. (4-11-06)

945. Water Main Extension. An extension of the distribution system of an existing public water system
that does not require a booster pumping station and is intended to increase the service area of the water system.

(4-11-06)

956. Water Pollution. Any alteration of the physical, thermal, chemical, biological, or radioactive
properties of any waters of the state, or the discharge of any pollutant into the waters of the state, which will or is
likely to create a nuisance or to render such waters harmful, detrimental or injurious to public health, safety or
welfare, or to fish and wildlife, or to domestic, commercial, industrial, recreational, aesthetic, or other beneficial uses.

(4-11-06)

967. Waters and Waters of the State. All the accumulations of water, surface and underground, natural
and artificial, public and private, or parts thereof which are wholly or partially within, which flow through or border
upon the state. (4-11-06)

978. Watershed. The land area from which water flows into a stream or other body of water which
drains the area. (4-11-06)

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

202. CLASSIFICATION OF PUBLIC WASTEWATER SYSTEMS.

01. Classification Requirement. All public wastewater systems shall be classified based on indicators
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of potential health risks. (4-11-06)

a. Classification rating forms developed in accordance with the criteria in Subsection 202.02 must be
completed by the public wastewater system owner or designee for every public wastewater treatment system and
wastewater collection system no later than July 1, 2008. Public wastewater treatment and wastewater collection
system owners or designee shall submit additional classification rating forms at five (5) year intervals detailing
existing conditions or when directed by the Department to submit a revised classification rating form.(4-11-06)(        )

b. The Department shall review system classification rating forms submitted by the public wastewater
treatment and wastewater collection system owners at five (5) year intervals and classify the systems to reflect the
condition at the time of the initial classification, or changed conditions, if any, on subsequent submittals and issue the
final system classification. (4-11-06)(        )

02. Classification Criteria. Public wastewater treatment systems and wastewater collection systems
shall be classified under a system that uses the following criteria: (4-11-06)

a. Complexity, size, volume and variability in raw waste for treatment systems using guidelines
established by the Department. (4-11-06)

b. Complexity or size of collection systems. (4-11-06)

c. Other criteria deemed necessary to completely classify systems. (4-11-06)

203. PUBLIC WASTEWATER SYSTEM OPERATOR LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS.

01. System Operator Licensure Requirement. Owners of all public wastewater systems must place
the direct supervision of their wastewater system(s), including each treatment system and each collection system or
each very small wastewater system, under the responsible charge of an operator who holds a valid license equal to or
greater than the classification of the wastewater treatment system and collection system each treatment system and
each collection system or each very small wastewater system. An operator in responsible charge of both a wastewater
treatment system and a collection system shall hold two (2) licenses, one (1) for wastewater treatment and one (1) for
collection, with the exception of a very small wastewater system for which the responsible charge operator may hold
a single very small wastewater system license. Owners shall notify the Department in writing of any change of
responsible charge or substitute responsible charge operator within ten thirty (130) days of such change.

(4-11-06)(        )

02. Responsible Charge Operator License Requirement. An operator in responsible charge of a
public wastewater system in Idaho must hold a valid license equal to or greater than the classification of the
wastewater system(s), including each treatment system, where present, and each collection system or each very small
wastewater system, as determined by the Department. (4-11-06)(        )

03. Substitute Responsible Charge Operator. At such times as the responsible charge operator is not
available, a substitute responsible charge operator shall be designated to replace the responsible charge operator.

(4-11-06)

04. Wastewater System Operator Licensure. All other operating personnel at public wastewater
systems, including each treatment system and each collection system or each very small wastewater system, must
hold a valid license issued by the Idaho Bureau of Occupational Licenses. (4-11-06)(        )

05. Class A Reclaimed Wastewater System Operator Licensure Exceptions. (        )

a. Any public wastewater system operating personnel that exclusively operate a Class A Effluent
Distribution System of a Class A Municipal Reclaimed Wastewater System permitted in accordance with IDAPA
58.01.17, “Rules for the Reclamation and Reuse of Municipal and Industrial Wastewater,” is are not subject to
operator licensing licensure requirements as outlined in these rules. (3-30-07)(        )

b. Any non-pressurized drainfield and associated septic tank and collection system operating
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personnel are not subject to operator licensure requirements. (        )

06. General Compliance Deadline. All public wastewater systems addressed in Sections 202 and 203
shall be in compliance with these rules by April 15, 2006. (4-11-06)

07. Land Application/Reuse Operator Compliance Deadline. Each public wastewater land
application/reuse system addressed in these rules shall employ, retain or contract with licensed land application/reuse
operating personnel by April 15, 2007. (3-30-07)

08. Qualifications for Operator Licensure. All public wastewater system operating personnel,
including responsible charge and substitute responsible charge operators, must qualify for and hold a valid license
issued by the Idaho Bureau of Occupational Licenses. (4-11-06)

204. CONTRACTING FOR SERVICES.
Public wastewater systems may contract with a properly licensed public wastewater system operator or with a public
wastewater system having licensed operators to provide supervision operating personnel to provide responsible
charge operators and substitute responsible charge operators. The contracted public wastewater system operator or
contracted entity shall employ and assign to that system an operator licensed at the grade equal to or greater than the
classification of the system. Proof of such contract shall be submitted to the Department prior to the contracted
operating personnel performing any services at the public wastewater system. (4-11-06)(        )




