
Dear Senators PEARCE, Bair, Werk, and
Representatives STEVENSON, Shepherd, Pence:

The Legislative Services Office, Research and Legislation, has received the enclosed rules of the

Idaho Department of Fish and Game:

IDAPA 13.01.08 - Rules Governing the Taking of Big Game Animals in the state of Idaho (Docket
No. 13-0108-1201).

Pursuant to Section 67-454, Idaho Code, a meeting on the enclosed rules may be called by the

cochairmen or by two (2) or more members of the subcommittee giving oral or written notice to Research

and Legislation no later than fourteen (14) days after receipt of the rules analysis from Legislative

Services. The final date to call a meeting on the enclosed rules is no later than 11/16/2012. If a meeting is

called, the subcommittee must hold the meeting within forty-two (42) days of receipt of the rules analysis

from Legislative Services. The final date to hold a meeting on the enclosed rules is 12/17/2012.

The germane joint subcommittee may request a statement of economic impact with respect to a

proposed rule by notifying Research and Legislation. There is no time limit on requesting this statement,

and it may be requested whether or not a meeting on the proposed rule is called or after a meeting has

been held.

To notify Research and Legislation, call 334-4845, or send a written request to the address on the

memorandum attached below.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Rules Review Subcommittee of the Senate Resources & Environment Committee and the
House Resources & Conservation Committee

FROM: Principal Legislative Research Analyst - Katharine Gerrity

DATE: October 29, 2012

SUBJECT: Idaho Department of Fish and Game

IDAPA 13.01.08 - Rules Governing the Taking of Big Game Animals in the state of Idaho (Docket No.
13-0108-1201)

The Idaho Department of Fish and Game submits notice of temporary and proposed rule at IDAPA
13.01.08 - Rules Governing the Taking of Big Game Animals in the state of Idaho. According to the
Department, the rule allows the use of a rimfire weapon to dispatch a wolf in a trap or snare and also allows
that wolves may be dispatched in a trap or snare outside of big game hunting hours. The rule provides for
the types of trap sets that are legal for wolf trapping. The Department states that the rule also modifies some
provisions due to consolidation of wolf trapping rules in another rules chapter.

Negotiated rulemaking was not conducted. The effective date of the temporary rule was July 16, 2012.
The rulemaking appears to be authorized pursuant to Sections 36-104 and 36-1101, Idaho Code.

cc: Department of Fish and Game
Dallas Burkhalter
Sharon Kiefer

Mike Nugent Manager
Research & Legislation

Cathy Holland-Smith, Manager
Budget & Policy Analysis

April Renfro, Manager
Legislative Audits

Glenn Harris, Manager
Information Technology

Statehouse, P.O. Box 83720
Boise, Idaho 83720–0054

Tel: 208–334–2475
www.legislature.idaho.gov
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IDAPA 13 - IDAHO FISH AND GAME COMMISSION

13.01.08 - RULES GOVERNING THE TAKING OF BIG GAME ANIMALS IN THE STATE OF IDAHO

DOCKET NO. 13-0108-1201

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING - TEMPORARY AND PROPOSED RULE

EFFECTIVE DATE: The effective date of the temporary rule is July 16, 2012.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Sections 67-5221(1) and 67-5226, Idaho Code, notice is hereby given that this 
agency has adopted a temporary rule, and proposed rulemaking procedures have been initiated. The action is 
authorized pursuant to Sections 36-104(b) and 36-1101, Idaho Code.

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE: Public hearing(s) concerning this rulemaking will be scheduled if requested in 
writing by twenty-five (25) persons, a political subdivision, or an agency, not later than October 24, 2012.

The hearing site(s) will be accessible to persons with disabilities. Requests for accommodation must be made not 
later than five (5) days prior to the hearing, to the agency address below.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is the required finding and concise statement of its supporting reasons 
for adopting a temporary rule and a nontechnical explanation of the substance and purpose of the proposed 
rulemaking:

Allow the use of a rimfire weapon to dispatch a wolf in a trap or snare, and allow that wolves may be dispatched 
in a trap or snare outside of big game hunting hours. Address what trap sets are legal for wolf trapping. Clean up 
some rules to allow consolidation of wolf trapping rules in another rules chapter.

TEMPORARY RULE JUSTIFICATION: Pursuant to Section 67-5226(1)(c), Idaho Code, the Governor has found 
that temporary adoption of the rule is appropriate for the following reasons:

The temporary rule confers a benefit to certain hunters and trappers, and are needed for 2012 wolf hunting and 
trapping seasons.

FEE SUMMARY: Pursuant to Section 67-5226(2), the Governor has found that the fee or charge being imposed or 
increased is justified and necessary to avoid immediate danger and the fee is described herein: None.

NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING: Pursuant to Section 67-5220(2), Idaho Code, negotiated rulemaking was not 
conducted because wolf hunting and trapping is a very divisive topic. There is a lack of identifiable representatives of 
the many affected interests, and the various affected interests are not likely to reach a consensus.

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal impact on the state 
general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: N/A

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE: Pursuant to Section 67-5229(2)(a), Idaho Code, the following is a brief 
synopsis of why the materials cited are being incorporated by reference into this rule: N/A

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS, SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN COMMENTS: For assistance 
on technical questions concerning the temporary and proposed rule, contact Sharon Kiefer (208) 287-2780.

Anyone may submit written comments regarding the proposed rulemaking. All written comments must be 
directed to the undersigned and must be delivered on or before October 24, 2012.

DATED this 30th day of August, 2012.

W. Dallas Burkhalter 600 S. Walnut
Deputy Attorney General P.O. Box 25, Boise, Idaho 83707
Natural Resources Division/Fish and Game (208) 334-3715, Fax (208) 334-2148
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THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEMPORARY RULE AND THE PROPOSED TEXT 
OF DOCKET NO. 13-0108-1201

271. WOLF TRAPPING - MANDATORY WOLF TRAPPER EDUCATION CLASS.
Individuals interested in trapping wolves must purchase a trapping license and successfully complete a wolf trapping 
education class held by the Idaho Department of Fish and Game prior to trapping for wolves. A certificate of 
completion and trapping license will be required to purchase tags for wolf trapping. Trappers who complete the class 
will not be required to take the class again in the future. (3-29-12)

2721. -- 299. (RESERVED)

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

410. UNLAWFUL METHODS OF TAKE.
No person shall take big game animals as outlined in this section. (7-1-93)

01. Firearms. (7-1-93)

a. With any firearm that, in combination with a scope, sling, and/or any other attachments, weighs 
more than sixteen (16) pounds. (7-1-93)

b. With any shotgun using any shot smaller than double-aught (#00) buck. (7-1-93)

c. With any rimfire rifle, rimfire handgun or any muzzleloading handgun, EXCEPT for mountain lion 
and trapped gray wolf. (7-1-93)(7-16-12)T

d. With a fully automatic firearm. (10-26-94)

e. With any electronic device attached to, or incorporated in, the firearm (including handguns and 
shotguns) or scope; except scopes containing battery powered or tritium lighted reticles are allowed. (4-2-08)

02. Bows, Crossbows, Arrows, Bolts, Chemicals or Explosives. (3-20-97)

a. With arrows or bolts having broadheads measuring less than seven-eighths (7/8) inch in width and 
having a primary cutting edge less than fifteenth-thousandths (0.015) inch thick. (7-1-93)

b. With any bow having a peak draw weight of less than forty (40) pounds up to or at a draw of 
twenty-eight (28) inches, or any crossbow having a peak draw weight of less than one hundred-fifty (150) pounds.

(3-20-97)

c. With any chemicals or explosives attached to the arrow or bolt. (7-1-93)

d. With arrows or bolts having expanding broadheads. (7-1-93)

e. With arrows or bolts having barbed broadheads. A barbed broadhead is a broadhead which has any 
portion of the rear edge of the broadhead forming an angle less than ninety (90) degrees with the shaft or ferrule.

(7-1-93)

f. With any electronic or tritium-powered device attached to, or incorporated into, an arrow, bolt, 
crossbow, or bow (except nonmagnifying scopes containing battery powered or tritium lighted reticles may be used 
by disabled archery permit holders). (5-8-09)
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g. With any bow capable of shooting more than one (1) arrow at a time. (7-1-93)

h. With any compound bow with more than eighty-five percent (85%) let-off. (4-2-08)

i. With an arrow and broadhead, or bolt and broadhead, with a combined total weight of less than 
three hundred (300) grains. (4-2-08)

j. With an arrow less than twenty-four (24) inches or a crossbow bolt less than twelve (12) inches in 
length from the broadhead to the nock inclusive. (4-2-08)

k. With an arrow wherein the broadhead does not proceed the shaft and nock. (3-30-01)

l. During an Archery Only season, with any firearm, crossbow (except holders of handicapped 
archery permits), or other implement other than a longbow, compound bow, or recurve bow, or: (3-30-07)

i. With any device attached that holds a bow at partial or full draw (except holders of handicapped 
archery permits). (3-30-07)

ii. With any bow or crossbow equipped with magnifying sights. (3-20-97)

m. During a Traditional Archery Only season, with any firearm, crossbow, or other implement other 
than a longbow or recurve bow, or: (3-15-02)

i. With an arrow not constructed of wood or fletched with non-natural material. (3-15-02)

ii. With any bow equipped with sights. (3-15-02)

n. With any crossbow pistol. (3-20-97)

03. Muzzleloaders. (7-1-93)

a. With a muzzleloading rifle or musket which is less than forty-five (.45) caliber for deer, pronghorn, 
mountain lion, or gray wolf, or which is less than fifty (.50) caliber for elk, moose, bighorn sheep, mountain goat, or 
black bear. (4-7-11)

b. With any electronic device attached to, or incorporated in, the muzzleloader. (3-30-01)

c. During a Muzzleloader Only season, with any firearm, muzzleloading pistol or other implement 
other than a muzzleloading rifle or musket which: (7-1-93)

i. Is at least forty-five (.45) caliber for deer, pronghorn, mountain lion, or gray wolf, or at least fifty 
(.50) caliber for elk, moose, bighorn sheep, mountain goat or black bear. (4-7-11)

ii. Is capable of being loaded only from the muzzle. (7-1-93)

iii. Is equipped only with open or peep sights. (7-1-93)

iv. Is loaded only with loose black powder or, loose Pyrodex or other loose synthetic black powder. 
Pelletized powders are prohibited. (4-2-08)

v. Is equipped with no more than two (2) barrels. (7-1-93)

vi. Is loaded only with a projectile with a diameter within one hundredth (.01) of an inch of the bore 
diameter. Sabots are prohibited. (4-2-08)

vii. Is equipped only with flint, musket cap, or percussion cap. 209 primers are prohibite4d. (4-2-08)
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viii. Is equipped with an exposed ignition system. (5-8-09)

ix. Is loaded only with a patched round ball or conical non-jacketed projectile comprised wholly of 
lead or lead alloy. Sabots are not allowed. (4-11-06)

04. Short-Range Weapon. During Short-Range Weapon ONLY seasons ONLY the following weapons 
may be used: (7-1-99)

a. With any shotgun using any slug or double-aught (#00) or larger buckshot. (7-1-99)

b. With any muzzleloader that is at least forty-five (0.45) caliber for deer, pronghorn, mountain lion, 
or gray wolf, or at least fifty (0.50) caliber for elk, moose, bighorn sheep, mountain goat, or black bear. (4-7-11)

c. With any bow having a peak draw weight of not less than forty (40) pounds up to or at a draw of 
twenty-eight (28) inches, or any crossbow having a peak draw weight of not less than one hundred fifty (150) pounds.

(7-1-99)

d. With any handgun using straight wall centerfire cartridges not originally developed for rifles.
(3-29-10)

05. Other. (7-1-93)

a. With electronic calls EXCEPT for the hunting of mountain lions, black bears, and wolves in 
seasons set by Idaho Fish and Game Commission proclamation. (4-7-11)

b. With any bait including grain, salt in any form (liquid or solid), or any other substance (not to 
include liquid scent) to constitute an attraction or enticement, with the exception of applicable rules for the black bear 
baiting permit and gray wolf trapping. See Rules of the Idaho Fish and Game Commission, IDAPA 13.01.17, “Rules 
Governing the Use of Bait and Trapping for Taking Big Game Animals”; additionally with the exception that wolves 
may be trapped or taken near a big game animal that has died naturally and the carcass has not been repositioned for 
trapping or hunting purposes. Natural causes shall not include any man-caused mortality. Traps or snares may not be 
set or placed within thirty (30) feet of a carcass of a big game animal. (3-29-12)(7-16-12)T

c. With dogs, EXCEPT for mountain lion or black bear. See Rules of the Idaho Fish and Game 
Commission, IDAPA 13.01.15, “Rules Governing the Use of Dogs.” (7-1-93)

d. With any net, snare, trap, chemical, deadfall or device other than legal firearm, archery or 
muzzleloader equipment; EXCEPT wolves may be trapped or snared in seasons set by Idaho Fish and Game 
Commission proclamation and subject to all trapping rules in IDAPA 13.01.167, “The Trapping of Predatory and 
Unprotected Wildlife and the Taking of Furbearing Animals Rules Governing the Use of Bait and Trapping for Taking 
Big Game Animals.” (4-7-11)(7-16-12)T

e. Within an enclosure designed to prevent ingress or egress of big game animals, including fenced 
facilities defined as Domestic Cervidae Farms under Section 25-3501, Idaho Code, unless authorized by the director. 
This rule shall not apply to domestic cervidae which are lawfully privately owned elk, fallow deer, or reindeer.

(4-6-05)

f. With radio telemetry or other electronic tracking devices used as an aid to locate big game animals. 
This rule does not affect the use of telemetry equipment on hounds or other sporting dogs. (4-7-11)
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