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SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 

BY CAPITOL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

 

Capitol Services Committee 

 May 29, 2013 

Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 pm by Co-chair, Senator Chuck Winder.  Capitol 
Services Committee members in attendance were Senate Pro Tem Brent Hill, and Senators Patti 
Anne Lodge and Cherie Buckner-Webb; Speaker of the House of Representatives Scott Bedke, 
Co-chair Representative Brent Crane, and Representatives Wendy Horman and Hy Kloc.  

Also present were Jeff Youtz, Legislative Services Office (LSO) Director; Michelle O’Brien, LSO; 
Glenn Harris, LSO; Soren Jacobsen, LSO; Mary Sue Jones, Idaho Senate; Jennifer Novak, Idaho 
Senate; Diane Kelly, Idaho Senate; Peter Morrill , Idaho Public Television (IPTV) General 
Manager; Jeff Tucker, IPTV; Jan Frew, Division of Public Works (DPW); Kelly Berard, DPW; and 
Martin Santoyo, DPW. 

Co-chair Winder welcomed the new members and asked Mr. Jeff Youtz, Director of the 
Legislative Services Office, to begin his presentations.  

Update on Approved Facility Improvements 

Director Youtz began with an update on the new Capitol Mall parking structure.  Boise City 
Council approved the project on April 30, 2013.  Martin Santoyo, DPW, was present to respond 
to questions from the committee.  Director Youtz stated that groundbreaking should take place 
within two weeks, and the project completed within 17 months.  Only one legislative session 
will be impacted by the construction of the new parking structure.   

Senate Pro Tem Brent Hill requested clarification on the size of the new structure compared to 
the existing parking garage.  Mr. Santoyo stated that the current structure has 586 spaces and 
the new project will have 580 spaces available.  Director Youtz stated the Department of 
Administration is looking at options to increase the various parking fees, since that was the 
understanding from the beginning that parking fees for the most part would support paying off 
the bonds, in combination with savings from refinancing other bonded projects. Currently, it is 
$5 per month for a regular pass, and $25 per month for a reserved space.   

Pro Tem Hill asked about the process with the City of Boise, and whether all parties were able 
to come to an understanding, given that the Design and Review Committee had experienced 
issues with the aesthetics of the structure.  Director Youtz responded in the affirmative, that 
while there was a problem early on with the Design Review Committee, the Boise City staff, 
Mayor and City Council were helpful in developing compromises and a path forward that 
everyone could agree with. 
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The next item on the agenda was the improvements being made to EW05 and EW20 (House 
committee rooms) to extend the dais area to accommodate additional desks. There is no 
additional cost for dais desks, as those removed for the conversion of WW17 will be reused in 
these committee rooms.  The additional funding of $18,000 required for wiring and cabling 
have been provided by the Capitol Commission. The funding for improvements to the cabling 
and wiring in Lincoln Auditorium dais area have also been approved by the Capitol Commission 
in the amount of $42,000.  Both projects will be completed by the beginning of the 2014 
Legislative session. 

EW05, EW20 and the auditorium will not be available for use while the improvements are being 
made.  LSO or DPW will communicate with their schedulers when the dates are set.  The 
projects should begin sometime between August and mid-October. 

The committee was asked to address the replacement carpet options in the auditorium as the 
carpeting on the dais will need to be removed during the project and new carpeting installed. 
The committee can choose carpet tiles that will not be an exact match to the existing carpet, 
but will accentuate the color scheme already present, or they can choose to reorder the 
custom-made carpet that is currently there.  Jan Frew, DPW, stood for questions regarding the 
pros and cons of each type of carpeting.  The tile squares will be more maneuverable in the 
future and less expensive, but their lifespan will not be as long as the custom carpeting.  The 
tiles should last about ten years, while the custom carpeting should last for several decades.  
However, if there is a need to access any items under the dais in the future the same problem 
will arise.  The decision was reached that when the project begins, the Co-chairs of the Capitol 
Services Committee would provide input on the carpeting to be used.   

Director Youtz also discussed the placement of the dais desks, which will be positioned to 
create as much floor space as possible between the rows by moving the desks forward.  
Representative Crane noticed that the numbers on the presentation sheet provided by Public 
Works did not add up correctly.  Mrs. Berard answered that she will review the all of the cost 
details and report back to the committee, but she was confident that the final cost of the two 
projects will not exceed $67,000, which is the amount approved by the Capitol Commission.   

The last item in the Update on Approved Facility Improvements section is the “Those Who 
Served” military history exhibit located on the 3rd floor in the Public Lounge.  The exhibit is now 
open, and will be in the Capitol from Memorial Day 2013 through the conclusion of the 2014 
Legislative session.  Co-chair Winder stated that the exhibit is very well done and that all 
members should make a point to tour the exhibit. 

At this time in the meeting, Co-chair Winder asked for an approval of the minutes from the 
February 25, 2013 meeting.  The motion to approve was made by Pro Tem Hill, seconded by 
Senator Buckner-Webb, and passed unanimously. 

Speaker Bedke then asked Director Youtz for an update on the Abraham Lincoln portrait that 
that was hung in the hallway outside of the Lincoln Auditorium.  Director Youtz gave a brief 
explanation of the portrait to those who may not have the background information on the 150-
year-old painting which was donated by Dave Leroy.  Damage occurred to the frame when the 
hanging apparatus pulled out of the wooden frame.  The Idaho State Historical Society is 
currently looking for a restorer with the expertise to repair the portrait and frame.    
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Recommendations for New Facility Improvements  

Director Youtz presented the first item in this section of the agenda regarding the possibility of 
adding a brass railing to the current low railings in the House and Senate Chambers.  The 
current railings are plaster, and therefore will not hold a brass railing anchored to them.  The 
option of attaching a freestanding brass railing was also examined but the space constrictions 
and trip hazard make that type of railing not a viable option.  Additionally, the cost would be 
quite considerable and require major reconstruction of the areas involved.  The committee 
agreed not to pursue either option at this time. 

The second item discussed was whether the committee wanted to pursue teleconferencing 
capability for the Lincoln Auditorium. Discussion ensued regarding different cost and equipment 
options, demand for teleconferencing, and whether this was a priority at this time for funding.  

Representative Kloc asked how many video teleconferencing meetings the Capitol performed 
each year. Soren Jacobsen, LSO, replied that there were approximately 10 total meetings 
during the legislative session, not including a weekly scheduled meeting for an individual 
district.  Speaker Bedke asked if the $27,500 quoted price would be for a permanent setup in 
the auditorium.  Mr. Harris replied in the affirmative.   

Senator Cherie Buckner-Webb recommended delaying the addition of video teleconferencing 
equipment to the auditorium and Speaker Bedke agreed.  However, Speaker Bedke stated that 
the House would like to look into adding video streaming to EW42 as the request for video 
streaming of the House Revenue and Taxation Committee has increased.   

Co-chair Winder agreed, stating that EW42 should be a high priority since that committee has 
gotten more requests for video streaming, and this would give each wing a large hearing room 
with video streaming capability.    

Speaker Bedke made a motion to recommend to Legislative Council that a priority of the Capitol 
Services Committee is to add video streaming capability to EW42, the House Revenue and 
Taxation Committee.  LSO will also look into the economy of cost for adding video streaming 
capabilities to other hearing rooms at that time, subject to approval from Legislative Council. 
Representative Kloc seconded the motion, which passed on a unanimous voice vote.  

The committee moved to item three in the same section of the agenda, which is the possibility 
of adding audio streaming capability and/or sound amplification to the House and Senate 
Caucus rooms.  Mr. Harris began by informing the committee that presently there are not sound 
amplification options available in any of the four caucus rooms.  Instead, portable speakers are 
brought in for presentations and plugged into a laptop for audio.  The rooms are currently set 
up to use amplification, but do not have the connections for laptops in place.  The cost would 
be $1,500 per room or $3,000 per side for both majority and minority caucus rooms  

Co-chair Winder asked Mr. Harris for clarification on how the connections would be set up, 
expressing concern that caucus activity could accidentally or unintentionally be streamed.  Mr. 
Harris explained that the sound switch set-up would not even have a streaming option like 
other hearing rooms, so streaming would not be possible.   

Representative Kloc made the motion to approve the $3,000 for each house for the laptop 
connections for sound amplification to all four caucus rooms, pending Legislative Council 
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approval.  The motion was seconded by Senator Buckner-Webb.  The motion was passed on a 
voice vote by a majority of the committee.   

Update on LSO Capitol Services Program 

Moving to the next section of the agenda, Michelle O’Brien, LSO, began the update on the LSO 
Capitol Services programs.  Ms. O’Brien began with a brief update on the Capitol Gift Shop, 
which is still performing well.  Dewain Gaudet, the gift shop manager, continues to provide 
constituent and visitor services during the interim in the manner of information about the 
building, where offices and displays are located, handing out the Capitol of Light self-guided 
tour booklet and general information.  The Capitol Gift Shop currently carries items from 105 
total vendors, and 91 of those vendors are from Idaho.  The Capitol Gift Shop has recently been 
able to begin carrying items from vendors from as far away as Coeur d’ Alene, and is continually 
looking for vendors from Idaho.  Ms. O’Brien and Mr. Gaudet would appreciate any suggestions 
of vendors or items to carry from the committee. 

Next, Ms. O’Brien reported on the Capitol Dining Room, and the 2013 Legislative Session 
performance.  Rooster’s Eatery, the dining room vendor, was pleased with the session as profits 
had risen $7,200 over last year.  Meal cards were purchased by an overwhelming majority of 
the legislators.  Total meal card sales were $18,000.  Rooster’s Eatery indicated through Ms. 
O’Brien that they would welcome any feedback from the legislature on their performance. 

The Capitol Tour program continues to host between 8,000 – 10,000 visitors per year; utilizing 
32 volunteer tour guides.  From January 1, 2013 – June 1, 2013 there were a total of 113 
groups who participated in the program.  18 were groups from the community, and 95 were 
school groups.  Out of the 95 school groups, 51 were from the Treasure Valley and 44 traveled 
from around the state to visit the Capitol building.  Ms. O’Brien was encouraged to see so many 
schools that traveled an hour or more to visit and learn more about their state government and 
the building that houses it.   

The Self-Guided Tour program continues to see many visitors as well.  The program gives out 
approximately 5,000 booklets a year with an average of at least two to five visitors per booklet.  
This can be estimated to be approximately 20,000 guests.   

The new Capitol Virtual Tour program also did well in its first six months, receiving positive 
feedback from not only the legislators and staff providing the tours, but from teachers and 
students as well.  The Capitol Virtual Tour program will have a scheduling email set up on the 
legislature’s webpage this summer.  As an additional note, the program will begin utilizing 
laptop computers to send out to schools, libraries and community groups that are not 
connected to the IEN.  Video teleconferencing software, along with other educational materials, 
will be pre-loaded on the laptops for ease of use.  This will open up the Capitol building to any 
citizen in any part of the state. LSO will be sending out laptops to a few test locations this 
summer and fall, and hopes to be able to see this option used by groups during the upcoming 
year.    

Ms. O’Brien then stood for questions.  Senator Lodge explained on a recent trip overseas many 
tourists were seen purchasing tea towels and asked if the Gift Shop has or does carry such an 
item.  Ms. O’Brien responded that they have recently begun carrying tea towels embroidered 
with “Idaho” and different features.  They are produced by the same vendor who makes the 
very popular “microwave potato bag”.  Senator Lodge also suggested using an audio self-
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guided tour that could be rented by a guest, in addition to the self-guided booklets.  Ms. O’Brien 
will look further into the cost of the equipment and production of the audio portion, having 
considered this option before.  Ms. O’Brien has also examined adding QR codes to the self-
guided tour booklet in the format of a sticker created online.  These stickers could direct guests 
to the online version of the self-guided tour program.   

Speaker Bedke discussed adding the QR codes at building features such as the statue of 
“George Washington” and “Winged Victory”.  When a visitor is standing by the feature they 
could utilize the QR code to see or hear more about the statues, as an example.  Ms. O’Brien 
answered that one of the issues is the cost of video or audio productions.  All of these do 
require funding to produce in a manner that befits the Capitol.  Speaker Bedke suggested using 
the videos already produced and posting them to You Tube and then use the QR codes.  Ms. 
O’Brien stated that LSO in conjunction with IPTV could do this, by breaking out some of the 
smaller vignettes from particular points of interest and have the QR codes attached to the 
particular items.  Following this line of discussion, Pro Tem Hill asked if it is possible to add the 
videos used in the virtual tour, that are very well done, to the Welcome Room Video Kiosk.  Ms. 
O’Brien responded that she loves the idea and LSO, with support from IPTV, will implement 
placement of the videos to the touch screen kiosk located in that room, hopefully, in the next 
few weeks, but definitely during the interim.   

Open Discussion by Committee Members on Issues of Interest  

The first discussion item is the location of the Senate page room.item in this section, also 
addressed by Director Youtz, is the location of the Senate page room.  Senator Buckner-Webb 
stated that in its current location it is very distracting to the offices located nearby due to the 
noise level.  Pro Tem Hill stated that he has recently become aware of the situation and is going 
to look into how to handle the issue internally.  There is a possibility of replacing the current 
door with a wall, if necessary, but he believes the Senate can mitigate this. Senator Winder 
asked LSO to look into the cost of adding a wall in that space and removing the door in order to 
have that information if such change becomes a necessity.   

The next discussion item was the mural that has been painted directly on the wall in the 
lobbyist area on the Garden Level.  The committee reached a decision for Director Youtz to 
draft a letter reminding the lobbyist group that changes made to the building need to be 
addressed by the Capitol Services Committee before the project is begun, and that the cost of 
returning the wall to its original condition could be imposed upon the group, if or when they 
choose to not renew their lease on the space, since they did not receive prior approval from the 
committee. 

The last item to be addressed by the committee was the sound quality in the Senate Public 
Gallery.  Pro Tem Hill stated that he has received several complaints to Senate members by 
guests about the difficulty in hearing floor action from the gallery area. Mr. Jacobsen, LSO,   
explained how the amplification system works in “zones”.  Last session, in the House, the same 
issue arose.  The vendor for the system adjusted the volumes and there have been no reports 
of any further issues.  The same protocol can be utilized in the Senate during the next 
legislative session, as there needs to be members on the floor to test the system properly.  Co-
Chair Winder asked if the vendor could be instructed to come during the first week of the 
session to get it corrected as quickly as possible.  Mr. Jacobsen stated that yes that will be 
scheduled.   
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Speaker Bedke once more discussed the Military Exhibit, and inquired whether there would be 
overflow seating for those who traditionally watch JFAC proceedings in the third floor Public 
Lounge.  Director Youtz believes the room has been underutilized during previous legislative 
sessions, but LSO will look into a space for overflow seating if it becomes necessary during the 
one session impacted by the display.  Speaker Bedke stated that he liked the direction the 
space is going with the exhibit, and encouraged LSO to compliment Idaho State Historical 
Society for their work, and that he is looking forward to additional displays.   

After concluding the business on the agenda, Speaker Bedke made a motion to adjourn at 3:12 
p.m., which was seconded by Senator Lodge.  The meeting adjourned unanimously.   


