
LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF IDAHO
Sixty-second Legislature First Regular Session - 2013

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 36

BY WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION1
STATING FINDINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE AND COMMENDING THE GOVERNOR FOR THE ES-2

TABLISHMENT OF THE LEADERSHIP IN NUCLEAR ENERGY COMMISSION TO SUSTAIN3
AND ENHANCE THE IDAHO NATIONAL LABORATORY AS A STATE ASSET.4

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Idaho:5

WHEREAS, to ensure that the Idaho National Laboratory's status as the6
flagship research facility is maintained and enhanced, Idaho Governor C.L.7
"Butch" Otter established the Leadership in Nuclear Energy (LINE) Com-8
mission to make recommendations on policies and actions the state could9
undertake to support the long-term viability of the Idaho National Labora-10
tory (INL); and11

WHEREAS, the LINE Commission was a collaborative effort involving the12
Idaho Legislature, state and university officials and representatives from13
industry and the public; and14

WHEREAS, from February 2012 to January 2013, the LINE Commission met15
and held public hearings throughout the state gathering testimony from the16
public and government, industry and technical experts to examine recent17
national developments as they relate to positioning Idaho and the lab going18
forward; and19

WHEREAS, the LINE Commission's final report recognized that increasing20
pressure on federal budgets could lead to reduced funding for federal en-21
ergy research and cleanup work across the national laboratory system, and22
the federal government's decision to withdraw its license application for23
a permanent nuclear waste repository at Yucca Mountain, which leaves spent24
nuclear fuel and high-level waste currently being stored at the INL with no25
place to go; and26

WHEREAS, the final report from the LINE Commission also acknowledges27
aggressive and renewed efforts by other states to establish competencies28
that will compete with the INL and with programs offered by Idaho universi-29
ties; and30

WHEREAS, amidst these challenges, the LINE Commission identified six31
overarching recommendations to ensure the continued scientific, education32
and economic benefits of the INL to the state that include:33

(1) Continue to work cooperatively with the United States Department34
of Energy and other impacted states to address remaining environmental risks35
and continue cleanup at the INL site; and36

(2) Exercise leadership as the United States formulates federal energy37
and nuclear waste management policies; and38

(3) Capitalize on Idaho's nuclear technology competencies by support-39
ing the growth of existing nuclear businesses, the corresponding infra-40
structure and the attraction of new nuclear businesses; and41
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(4) Invest in its infrastructure to enable the INL and Idaho universi-1
ties to successfully compete for United States and global research opportu-2
nities; and3

(5) Develop and promote the Center for Advanced Energy Studies as a re-4
gional, national and global resource for nuclear energy research; and5

(6) Strengthen and expand nuclear education and workforce training of-6
ferings; and7

WHEREAS, Governor Otter recognized the need for continued leadership8
from the state to ensure the vitality of the INL and Idaho's growing nuclear9
industries sector and established a LINE 2.0 Commission on March 6, 2013, to10
continue the effort to capitalize on the INL and Idaho's nuclear competen-11
cies.12

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the members of the First Regular Ses-13
sion of the Sixty-second Idaho Legislature, the House of Representatives14
and the Senate concurring therein, that we hereby commend Governor Otter for15
his leadership in the establishment of the original LINE Commission and for16
continuing its efforts with the creation of the LINE 2.0 Commission; and that17
the Idaho Legislature concurs with and endorses the six findings of the LINE18
Commission and recognizes that Idaho must continue to monitor, evaluate and,19
where appropriate, participate in national policy discussions that will20
have an impact on the INL and Idaho's nuclear sector; and the Idaho Legisla-21
ture supports the critical work performed by the Idaho National Laboratory22
aimed at solving our state's and nation's most pressing energy, security23
and environmental challenges while actively involving all three of Idaho's24
universities in carrying out its mission.25

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Clerk of the House of Representa-26
tives is hereby authorized and directed to forward a copy of this Resolution27
to the Governor of the State of Idaho.28


