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Chairman Pearce called the meeting to order at 1:43 p.m. Chairman Pearce
turned the time over to Chairman Denney for an introduction.
Chairman Denney introduced Utah Rep. Ken Ivory, stating that Rep. Ivory was
the lead sponsor of Utah legislation H 148; Utah Transfer of Public Lands Act.
This legislation is a possible solution to many of the fiscal problems in the country
and the West. Rep. Ivory gave a short history of how state lands were put under
Federal jurisdiction in the 1700s. He said it took hundreds of years to get where we
are with state lands and it will take some time to get to a state self-reliance. He said
there is the perception that states cannot manage their land and there are hundreds
of acres of land burned because of that perception. He said the 1976 Federal Land
Policy Management Act (FLPMA), is the policy that allows the retention of Federal
ownership within the states.
Rep. Ivory said currently we cannot get to our state minerals or our state resources
because they are federally owned. Rep. Ivory said Utah’s H 148; Transfer of Public
Lands Act, establishes the deadline for the federal government to extinguish title
to the public lands. He said difficult discussions need to be made and a deadline
needs to be set far enough in advance to have a meaningful transfer made. He said
National parks are excluded from the transfer. In response to questions from the
committee and public, Rep. Ivory clarified that this will be a tremendous transition
and probably won’t solve all the problems.
Idaho County Commissioner Jim Chmelik, stated that in Idaho County thousands
of acres were burned at a great cost in fire fighting efforts. He said there was a loss
of money and animals due to the fires and also damage was done to watersheds.

ADJOURN:

There being no further business to come before the Committees, the meeting
adjourned at 3:33 p.m.
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