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Idaho’s Endowment Lands and Other Assets 
1. Where are endowment lands located throughout the 

state and how many acres are represented? 
2. What types of lands comprise endowment lands 

(include mention of cottage sites)? 
3. Address other endowment assets if familiar? 
4. How did we acquire endowment lands? 
5. For what purpose are endowment lands to be used? 
6. Who are the beneficiaries of the endowment lands? 
7. What restrictions, if any, are tied to the lands? 
8. Do all states, and in particular western states, have 

endowment lands? If not, why? 
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State Endowment Land 
2,449,255 acres (2010) 



Idaho’s Endowment Lands and Other Assets 
1. Where are endowment lands located throughout the 

state and how many acres are represented? 
2. What types of lands comprise endowment lands 

(include mention of cottage sites)? 
3. Address other endowment assets if familiar? 
4. How did we acquire endowment lands? 
5. For what purpose are endowment lands to be used? 
6. Who are the beneficiaries of the endowment lands? 
7. What restrictions, if any, are tied to the lands? 
8. Do all states, and in particular western states, have 

endowment lands? If not, why? 







Idaho’s Endowment Lands and Other Assets 
1. Where are endowment lands located throughout the 

state and how many acres are represented? 
2. What types of lands comprise endowment lands 

(include mention of cottage sites)? 
3. Address other endowment assets if familiar? 
4. How did we acquire endowment lands? 
5. For what purpose are endowment lands to be used? 
6. Who are the beneficiaries of the endowment lands? 
7. What restrictions, if any, are tied to the lands? 
8. Do all states, and in particular western states, have 

endowment lands? If not, why? 



The financial assets in the endowment  
trusts today were derived from the sale  
and leasing of the 3.6 million acres of  
original land grants. Proceeds from land  
sales, leases, and sales of severable 
assets (e.g., timber and minerals) 
become financial assets in the trust 
funds. 
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~$2.5 billion 
~$1.7 billion 
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Prior to Idaho statehood in 1890 the  
federal government granted land to the  
Idaho Territory for the explicit purpose  
of providing financial support for the  
state’s public schools.  
 
The school land grant was confirmed at  
statehood, at which time other specifically 
designated public institutions also received  
land grants. [Idaho Admission Act]  
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The mission statement for Idaho’s  
endowment lands as expressed in the  
Constitution of the State of Idaho is quite  
specific. The mission statement requires  
the Idaho State Board of Land Commis- 
sioners (Land Board) as trustee to manage the 
endowment lands “. . . in such manner as  
will secure the maximum long term  
financial return to the institution to which  
granted . . .” 
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What restrictions, if any, are tied to the lands? 
… the trust agreement—as statutorily defined in state 
admission acts and constitutions and reaffirmed by 
subsequent case law decisions—obliges the state to limit 
its actions concerning the endowment trust lands and to 
treat the proceeds from those grant lands with extra-
ordinary care. As the Idaho Supreme Court has repeatedly 
stated, the Land Board “must find authority in the 
constitution and statute for its acts.” (p. 7) 
… both the Land Board and the Legislature not only have 
constitutive authority to use the land to produce financial 
returns for the public institutions designated as bene-
ficiaries, they have an affirmative duty to do so.” (p. 9) 
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