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Idaho Legislative Interim Committee on
Federal and State Lands

Dear Committee members,

Thank you for your courage in coming to Blame County to discuss the transfer of federal
lands to state management or ownership. Our concerns and opinions are not often
solicited by members of the Idaho Legislature. I would like to thank Senator Michelle
Stennet for her efforts to bring you here today to listen to what the people of Blame
county have to say about this proposal.

We are a county of 15,000 people and we are every last one of us dependent on
recreational tourism for our economic well being. We cannot afford for the state to take
over the federal lands that surround this valley.

I am a farmer. I raise heritage, pasture fed chickens and pigs. I sell my eggs, meat
chickens and pork to the high quality restaurants, bakeries and grocery stores in the
Wood River Valley as well as to individuals. Without the quality chefs and grocers in
this valley who are looking for high quality products for their customers, I would not he
able to sell my farm products.

I am also a landscape architect. My business is built around large properties which I
design and maintain for people who come to our valley to recreate on public lands and
who have invested in homes in our valley.

Without federal public lands surrounding our valley, none of these clients would he here
and I would not he working hard to make a living in the mountains. We live here for the
sights and the sounds of nature that fill our waking hours. We live here because we love
to hike, ski, snow shoe, and run in our untouched federal lands, and we are not interested,
nor are the visitors who come here, interested in hiking or skiing through a logged forest,
or a mined hillside. We all want our surroundings to he left in the hands of the federal
managers who’s mandate is to preserve the pristine qualities of wildness and wilderness
that we all love to visit.



I know there are communities in Idaho whose economies are based on logging and they
are hurting economically. I grew up in the coastal mountains of Oregon where we also
depended on logging and milling lumber for our economic well being. 50 years ago out
communities were hurting because of over harvesting and over seas market demand. We
struggled too, but instead of spending a lot of money jousting with wind mills, we
retrained and reeducated. We imagined new ways to sustain our communities, and we
invested in education.

I would suggest that retraining people in those communities and imagining new ways to
make a living in them would be a far better use of our state tax funds than trying to prop
up an industry that cannot be sustainable in the future. Forest products are a limited
resource. We cannot harvest at the rate we did in the past. We must invent new ways to
use this resource in smart, sustainable ways or we will have no forests and the people in
the towns who are pushing to log more will still have to reinvent themselves.., just a
generation later.

I urge you to think of more creative and imaginative ways to reinvigorate these
communities that are dependent on the forests instead of spending our Idaho tax money in
a futile and unconstitutional attempt to taLeover federal forestlands.

This effort is not smart.

Thank you,

Kathy Noble
Angel Earth Farm
86 Freedom Loop
Bellevue, Idaho
Ojiji
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