TAC Item 2: Public accountability of an Urban Renewal Board

Urban renewal boards throughout Idaho are mostly made up of unelected commissioners appointed by
the mayor and approved by the council. There are no requirements of a commissioner to live within the
jurisdiction of the urban renewal area and they are therefore unaffected by the decisions made by the
urban renewal agency. (As urban renewal funding is a direct tax shift to the property tax payers) To
make the actions of the commissioners accountable to the electorate of a municipality and county
wherein the urban renewal agency is located title 50 chapter 2006(b)(1&2) are deleted, and (3) now (1)
is amended to require that an urban renewal agencies board of commissioners shall be made up of the
municipalities city council with a single county commissioner appointed by the county commissioners of
the affected county. This is a present option within 50-2006 and with the opinion of legal expertsis a
legal amendment. (4) is deleted in its entirety.

A commissioner’s term of office will be established with each election of the city council and/or the
county commission.

This will not eliminate, which should be encouraged, the opportunity for an urban renewal board of

commissioners to incorporate non-voting commissioners who may have expertise that the council may
not have.

50-2006(b) Upon satisfaction of the requirements under subsection (a)
of this section, the urban renewal agency is authorized to transact
the business and exercise the powers hereunder by a board of
commissioners to be established as follows:

43} (1) By—encectment—of an—ordinanee;—t The local governing body mey
shall appoint—and desigrate—itself—+e with the addition of one county




commissioner appointed by the county commissioners of the county
wherein the urban renewal agency is Ilocated; be the board of
commissioners of the urban renewal agency, in which case all the
rights, powers, duties, privileges and immunities vested by the urban
renewal law of 1965, and as amended, +r—an—appeinted—beard—ef
commissieners, shall be vested in the local governing body, who shall,
in all respects when acting as an urban renewal agency, be acting as
an arm of state government, entirely separate and distinct from the
municipality, to achieve, perform and accomplish the public purposes
prescribed and provided by said urban renewal law of 1965, and as
amended.
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(¢ a) A commissioner shall receive no compensation for his
services but shall be entitled to the necessary expenses, including
traveling expenses incurred in the discharge of his duties. o




