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Department of Education
Chairman DeMordaunt called the meeting to order at 9:01 A.M.

RS 23414: Rep. Luker presented RS 23414. He said this proposed legislation provides for a
task force to study student data collection as well as the extent to which federal
funding is contingent upon the collection and reporting of the data. The proposed
legislation creates a forum for legislators and the public to voice their concerns
relative to data collection issues.

MOTION: Rep. Wills made a motion to introduce RS 23414. Motion carried by voice vote.
RS 23425: Rep. Kerby presented RS 23425. The purpose of this proposed legislation is to

provide scholarships to students who earn college credits while in high school. The
intent is to encourage graduates of Idaho high schools to attend post-secondary
schools in Idaho. A matching academic merit-based scholarship from the private
sector would be required. The expectation is these students will enroll in fields of
study/careers where there are good paying jobs provided by Idaho companies.
Concerns were expressed that the scholarships would exclude home school and
private school students. Rep. Kerby stated the legislature has a constitutional
responsibility to public school students. He said there are provisions for home
school students who attend public school their senior year to be eligible for the
scholarship.

MOTION: Rep. Pence made a motion to introduce RS 23425. Motion carried by voice vote.
Mike Rush, Executive Director, Office of the State Board of Education (OSBE),
stated the OSBE provides for the general supervision, governance and control of all
state educational institutions, public schools and public community colleges. The
Board is also responsible for Professional-Technical Education, Public TV and
Vocational Rehabilitation. Mr. Rush said the Board is committed to increase the
number of Idaho students who go on to college. As Idaho education institutions
become more effective and efficient, they will be better equipped to prepare people
to work in the new economy.



Mr. Rush addressed the Governor's recommended change in employee
compensation, the budget for the Public Charter School Commission and issues
relative to the State Authorization Reciprocity Agreement (SARA). He requested
additional spending authority for the federal GEAR UP (Gaining Early Awareness
and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs). In closing, Mr. Rush stated the Board
recognizes the critical role the legislature will play in implementing the Governor's
Task Force for Improving Education. Education is critical for the Idaho economy,
and he looks forward to continuing a collaborative and productive process.
Stephanie Camarillo, Board Member of the Coalition of Idaho Charter School
Families, addressed the committee regarding the Coalition and issues of importance
to its members. The mission of the Coalition is to promote and advocate for Idaho
public policy that furthers the advancement of charter schools and the innovations
in education they represent. The Coalition supports policy provisions for funding
that follows the child, increased facilities funding for schools of choice and creation
of a revolving loan fund to assist with facilities costs. Other items of concern are
the right to participate in school bond elections alongside other public schools and
renewal of the current Museums, Schools and Libraries tax credit.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was
adjourned at 10:22 A.M.

___________________________ ___________________________
Representative DeMordaunt Joyce McKenzie
Chair Secretary
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