Executive Summary

EA Research collects, maintains, and analyzes data on issues and trends affecting the nation’s
public education systems and their employees. This report, Rankings of the States 2014 and
Estimates of School Statistics 2015, contains data based on information from state departments of

education and other, largely governmental, sources.

Complete citations for sources in this report are

provided in the References section. Significant highlights of these two reports are as follows:

Part |. Rankings of the States 2014 Highlights

Population: State population data provide
indicators of the relative demand for public
education services and other public programs.
From 2011 to 2012, the total U.S. resident
population increased by seven-tenths percent
(0.7%). States that experienced the greatest
percentage gains in population were the North
Dakota (2.5%), District of Columbia (2.5%), and
Texas (1.5%). Rhode Island (-0.1%) and Vermont
(-0.1%) experienced population declines (Table
A-3). (All further references A-H refer to tables
in the Rankings section.)

The total U.S. resident population increased by
9.1 percent during the decade from 2002 to 2012,
Nevada (27.2%) experienced the greatest
percentage gains in population over that 10-year
period. Other states that had large 10-year gains
include Arizona (20.2%) and Texas (20.0%).
(A-4).

The most densely populated state in 2012 was
New Jersey, with 1,195 persons per square mile
of land area. The District of Columbia had a
population density of 10,298 persons per square
mile. The average population density for the
United States and D.C. in 2012 was 89 persons
per square mile. The least densely populated
states in 2012: Alaska (1), Wyoming (6), and
Montana (7) (A-11).

Enrollment: In fall 2013, U.S. public school
enrollment was 49,568,215, up 0.3 percent over
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fall 2012. The largest percentage enrollment
changes from fall 2012 to fall 2013 were in
Nevada (2.4%), Utah (2.0%), Idaho (1.6%), and
Colorado (1.6%). Fifteen states experienced
declines in student enrollment in fall 2013. The
greatest declines were in Michigan (-3.8%),
Rhode Island (-2.3%), New Hampshire (-1.2%),
and Vermont (-1.0%) (B-2, B-3).

Classroom Teachers: Changes in the number of
staff employed in education institutions as well as
their levels of compensation reflect trends in
enrollment; changes in the economy; and specific
state, local, and national program priorities.
There were 3,121,926 teachers in 2013-14 (C-5).
The average number of students per teacher
increased from 15.8 in 2012-13 to 15.9 in 2013—
14. This ratio of students to teachers must not be
confused with “Average Class Size,” which is the
number of students assigned to a classroom for
instructional purposes. Class size and student-
teacher ratio are very different concepts and
cannot be used interchangeably. According to
recent studies, the difference between student-
teacher ratio and average class size in K-3 is 9 or
10 students (Sharp 2002). Therefore, an
elementary school with a schoolwide student-
teacher ratio of 16:1 in kindergarten through third
grade would typically have an average class size
of 25 or 26 students in those same grades. The
highest number of students enrolled per teacher
in public elementary and secondary schools in
fall 2013: Michigan (22.6), Utah (22.5), Oregon
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(21.5), California (21.3), and Idaho (19.8). States
with the lowest student-teacher ratios were
Vermont (10.0), New Jersey (11.8), New
Hampshire (11.9), North Dakota (12.1), and
Maine (12.1). Thirty-three states and the District
of Columbia had average student—teacher ratios
below the U.S. average (15.9) (C-6).

Males comprised 23.8 percent of U.S. public
school teachers in 2014. Many of them taught in
Kansas (33.1%), Oregon (30.6%), or Vermont
(30.2%). States with the lowest percentage of
male faculty: Virginia (17.3%), Mississippi
(18.3%), Louisiana (18.4%), and South Carolina
(18.8%). The median was 24.2 percent (C-8).

Classroom Teacher Salaries: The U.S. average
public school teacher salary for 2013-14 was
$56,610. State average public school teacher
salaries ranged from those in New York
($76,409), Massachusetts ($73,195), and District
of Columbia ($73,162) at the high end to South
Dakota ($40,023), Mississippi ($42,187), and
Idaho ($44,465) at the low end (C-11).

Over the decade from 2003-04 to 2013-14, in
constant dollars, average salaries for public
school teachers changed -3.5 percent. Wyoming
(13.6%), New York (9.9%), North Dakota
(8.4%), Massachusetts (8.1%), and Iowa (7.6%)
had the largest real increases in salaries during
that 10-year period. Thirty-four states saw real
declines in average teacher salaries over those
years, adjusting for inflation. Those with average
salaries declining 6.5 percent or more: North
Carolina (-17.4%), Indiana (-12.9%), Idaho
(-12.0%), Illinois (-12.0%), Colorado (~9.1%),
Arizona (-9.0%), Georgia (-8.7%), Mississippi
(-7.5%), Washington (-7.5%), West Virginia
(-7.0%), Utah (-7.0%), South Carolina (-6.7%),
Florida (-6.6%), and Ohio (-6.6%) (C-14).

The U.S. average one-year change in public
school teacher salaries from 2012—-13 to 2013-14
was 1.0%. The largest one-year decrease was in

Louisiana (-4.5%) and the largest one-year -

increase was in Vermont (4.1%) (C-15).

Expenditures per Student: The U.S. average per
student expenditure for public elementary and
secondary schools in 2013-14 fall enrollment

was $11,355. States with the highest per student
expenditures: Vermont ($21,263), New York
($20,428), New Jersey ($20,117), Alaska
($19,244), and Rhode Island ($18,627). Arizona
($7,143), Utah (87,476), Oklahoma ($7,925),
Indiana ($8,135), and North Carolina ($8,632)
had the lowest per student expenditures (H-11).

General Financial Resources: Total personal
income data indicate the overall economic
activity within a specific geographic area. It is the
aggregate income from all sources received by
persons residing in a state, and it has a significant
effect on the total revenue or financial resources
available to government jurisdictions through
taxation. Personal income largely drives state tax
systems; sales and income tax collections respond
rapidly to its changes. Between 2011 and 2012,
U.S. total personal income changed 5.2 percent to
yield $281,819 per student enrolled (D-2, D-7),
whereas revenue per K—12 student increased by
0.4 percent that year. For 2013-14, revenue per
K-12 student increased 2.2 percent (F-1, F-2).

Government Revenues: State and local
government revenue shares show little annual
variation; given this well-established reality, it is
easy to see why economic growth is the key to
substantive improvement in education finance.
State and local tax revenues per $1,000 of
personal income for 2011-12 were $100 versus
$101 the prior year. This number has been fairly
level over the past decade (E-4).

School Revenues: School funding continues to
be state oriented, although the federal share
increased somewhat in recent years. Between
school years 2012-13 and 2013-14, the local
share of K—12 public education funding increased
from 43.8 to 44 percent (F-7, F-8) and the state
share remained at roughly 46.4 percent (F-9, F-
10). The federal share decreased to 9.6 percent
(F-11, F-12). Throughout the past 10 years, state
and local governments have each provided
between 43 and 48 percent of the total revenues.

Government Expenditures: Expenditures for
elementary and secondary schools and for higher
education can serve as indicators of state and
local government “effort” to fund these services.
Between 2002 and 2012, expenditures for



Rankings of the States 2014

6

Gy PuD | 3(gD] woy posduic “{opL0z) oengsmsusd SN “{oy1.0Z) oeng stsuzy S

_ Ll VISAMOD 4O DRISIa LS . 8TL'eS ___ SAIVIS GALNN N oL NYOHDW IS
SEEs I = ; INOWEA 08 iz VIBNMOD H0IDRISIA (6 SIS : ONWVEIZIOR 08
B o e 2 i T Il E N T €6 INONEA 0§ Zl - OHD . eF
LS B S S YINDQUAISIN ey _ 26 SNWOMA 67, gl Lo NOAEA - Tep

(4} VAROH o 80L VIONVA HRION ki x4 SROAMEN Ly
7Sl ANV IIOHY el WEVIY pad g4 SIONITI ov
7Sl IVMYH o vl VIOWAHINGS  oF LT O ONW 5
SSl VIONVGHNON 7 _ vl IVMVYED Sy 0t YAVISINOT Ty,
961 SLEHIVSSYW, &7 191 ONVE! XIOH: zE CYINEYAISIM
oSS  VINVAUSNNGY BN ey e P VINVIINCIY S TEP: (4> SLETEDYSSYW - 2
85l SOAMN &6l NWW TP 9 VINVAASNNGd [
851 TYHSIVHMIN O &0Z HIAWVHMN LY g ABEMIN O
091 VINVINOW  '6€ 414 _ _IvAMVH o oy ? PHSINVHMIN  6¢
L9t NOOO  “8¢ 182 VINOUAISM 6 (A4 figollio= X'\\'o o Y-/
z9l ; IYMYEA /€ LLE OHval '8¢ Sy bBdSSESW €
LR e 1 L VNN 9E LEg VASYEERN. /L 0s S VMO 9E
991 NOLONIHSYM [V OOANMN 98 LS NISNOZSM €
991 WNITOAVD HINOS o8y VavAN  SE 09 RHOSSW e
991 - aNVIRIYW €€ JALS_ SYSNWRY P £9 VINVIONI £e
31 IDIOINNGD T 1zs YNV EE 9 CSYSNW - ZE
89l SNWOWL - LE 725 MO e L2 LDNINDY LE
N e e NING T STFS=S BSSESW. LE k4 VICSINNWY. 0E
691 IXSINEL 009 IMIDINOD 08 9/ VASIEN 62
691 AT MN 829 NOORLD &2 LL YAVEVYY 82
1] e LDUNDL  /C 0g9 Hvin '8¢ 4] ONVIRIWW 2
oLl : : OHO S£9 VWOHYDD 4 0% YNEOIND 9T
s o A e HAOSSW 684 RONINDY 92 L'6 SYSNVRY  'SZ
B e e VYV 7 [ LR Ot _WNMOYVOHINGS . 62 E— - ... SAMIS@ELNN
Lzl WNIMTO¥VD HRON €08 WNVISIOT 72 z6 VIBNTODZODRISIA 72
1ZL NVOIHOW 618 YAYEVY €2 $6 VIONWA HINOS
L _ VMOl L 768 OQVIOID T 56 ___YAOHYDD @
(P41 SAVIS CELNN 826 VIOSINNW. 12 sor C L WNVINOW. e
T/t VIOSINNIW 296 NISNOZSM. (02 901 VIOWAHNON 02
ST iR L OO 6L 648 ANV 6L 601 NCOFO - -6l
vl VIOWA HINCS vZ0'L [NoSSW 8L Zll FCSINNAL 8l
74l VAVAN 9E0°L SLEHOVSSYW /L 7zl VNOYA /L
4] WNVISINOT 9L 060' L IBSINEL - 91 9l OOXANMIN 91
Szl SIONITI L'l NOIONIFEYM 61 zel IVAVH <L
Gzl : SYSWRY - pl QL YNVENL -l 9l eV 7l
e S VNIV =R C 1 EIsll = L WNoZRY. EL e . NOLONHSYM €l
£ YWOHVDD 2l el VNDNA 2L Lt RMYBG Tl
g/l OO MIN 667’1 ASEMN L LSt WNIOIVOHINOS L
8/l WASWIEEN L9 YNTOWOHIHON 0L (431 _OdwoIcD oL
g/l YNVENI 6 1&9'1 NYOHDW 6 S5l VISNGED 6
08l WOZRY 8 58l . VENOB® 8 gcl VOROH 8
L'8L S .. kdissssw 696°1 {32 OHO.. L _ 0%l _ONWOWAL L
L8l SYINYX 0202 WINVATASNNE 9 z WINMOMYD HIBON 9
L8l WKV S 8re'T SIONITI S 681 OHval S
€8l . V0D v _les'e ___VOROH 4 00z . SwalL 4
FoL SyaL € %0'E MEOAMIN £ 20z WYNCZRIY €
O G (R D s o OHY Olwse=eil o's Sval T /A HvIN (4
ez Hvin ‘L 669'9 VINIDIVD L N7/ : YAOVAN L
2107 ‘NOLLYINdOd 101 (SGNVSNOHL) Z1-200Z ‘NOLLYMdOd

10 39VINDHd SV £1-S $39V NOLLYHOd 9V * Z10Z “Z1-§ SOV NOILVINOd "S-¥ IN3QISTY TVIDL NI I9NVID V1N ‘Y



19
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