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Federal 

Acts by 

Year 
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https://www.childwelfare.gov/

pubPDFs/majorfedlegis.pdf 

*Some acts were enacted the year 

following their introduction in Congress  

https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/majorfedlegis.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/majorfedlegis.pdf


Referrals, Assessments, and Removals 
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SFY 2016 

= 500 

Child Protection Referrals 
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Reunification: 72% 

Exiting Foster Care – SFY 2016 

Other Exit Reasons: 
• Adopted – Non Relative 10% 

• Adopted – Relative 7% 

• Guardianship – Relative 5% 

• Vacate – Age 18 4% 

• Other Jurisdiction – 1% 

• Guardianship – Non Relative 1% 

Re-entry rate in Idaho is nearly  

HALF that of the national standard 
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Exiting Foster Care 

-Families served in 2014/2015 

“The services continue to help 

my family even though they are 

no longer involved.”   

“This turned something 

bad into something good.” 

"I am still clean, my quality of life has gone through the roof. I can 

honestly say that I'm a great mom and am so thankful for 

everything that led me to this place." 
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Racial Disparity in Foster Care 

Race 
Population 0 - 17 FC Children 7/1/2016 Foster Families 7/1/2016 

# % # % # % 

2 or More Races 17662 4.1% 46 3.3% 46 1.3% 

American Indian / Alaskan 

Native 
9180 2.1% 63 4.5% 67 1.9% 

Asian 5965 1.4% 3 0.2% 12 0.4% 

Black/African-American 4983 1.2% 30 2.2% 35 1.0% 

Hawaiian / Other Pacific 

Islander 
957 0.2% 9 0.6% 19 0.5% 

White 394090 91.0% 1247 89.2% 3361 94.9% 

Total 432837   1398   3540   



Foster and Adoptive Parent Training 

and Qualifications 
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“I didn't know what all my grandson 

has been through....  I have so 

much respect for him now." 

"I think I can parent my own 

children better because of this."  

"I didn’t want to attend 27 hours’…’I thought. ‘what could they teach 

me, I’ve been a parent for 22 years’….  To- ‘I wish I would’ve gotten 

this training earlier.’ ‘I have learned so much, I could take this 

again!" 

-Foster and Adoptive Parents 
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Fit and Willing Relatives 



Placement Best Practice 
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Initial Placements 

62% 

21% 

6% 

6% 

4% 
1% 

Non-Relative Foster Care

Relative Foster Care

Hospital

Congregate Care

72% 

10% 

7% 

5% 

4% 

1% 

1% 

Reunified Adopted - Non-Relative

Adopted - Relative Relative Guardianship

Vacated, Age 18 Other Jurisdiction

Non-Relative Guardianship

Exit Reasons 

For Children Exiting Care in SFY 2016 



Defining Best Interest Factors 

#1 Emotional/Behavioral Needs 

 

#2 Medical/Physical Needs 

 

#3 Educational/Developmental Needs 

 

#4 Cultural/Religious Needs 

 

#5 Trauma History and Past Experiences 

 

#6 Relationships with Parents, Relatives, 
Siblings and Caretakers 

 

#7 Child’s Interests and Community 
Connections 

 

#8 Child and Family Placement Preferences 
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Managing Communication and 

Relationships 
  

 

“It is one thing to know the child has impulse control 

problems and another to have a stapler whizzing by your 

head.” 

 

-Foster and Adoptive Parent 
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Placements 
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Over 80% children experienced 

fewer than 2 placement changes 

53.1% 27.1% 10.5% 
9.3% 

1

2

3

> 4

53.6% 

26.8% 

10.4% 

9.2% 

Placements Population 

Number of Placements  

Children exiting care SFY 2016 



126 51 33 36 

210 96 38 35 

304 173 53 39 

Placements 
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Achieving Timely Permanency 
 

#1 Parent/child roles are present 

 

#2 Intent for the relationship to continue 

life-long 

 

#3 Sense of belonging for the child 

 

#4 Legal and social recognition of the 

relationship 

 

#5 Unconditional commitment by the adult 

towards the child 
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Definition: When a child has a relationship with an adult that meets all 

of the following characteristics: 



Length of Stay in Care 
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Total Children Exiting Foster Care during SFY 2016  

by Length of Stay in Care 
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Achieving Timely Permanency 
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Achieving Timely Permanency 
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Relative 
Adoptions 

39% Non- 
Relative 

Adoptions 
61% 

Time in Non-Relative Placement 
prior to Relative Transition 

Less than 6 Months 27 

6 to 12 Months 11 

More than 12 Months 14 

Out of the 195 children adopted SFY 

2016, 77 were adopted by relatives 

(39%). 

 

52 children transitioned from a non-

relative placement to their permanent 

home.  

. 



Disrupted Adoptions 
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Non-
Relative 

63% 

Relative 
37% 

Adoptions  
Past 7 Years 

Total: 1,560 

Non-
Relative 

71% 

Relative 
29% 

Disrupted Adoptions  
Past 7 Years 

Total: 98 



Disrupted Adoptions (Past 7 Years) 
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13% 

17% 

45% 

18% 

7% 

Abandonment

Juvenile Court Expansion

Neglect

Physical Abuse

Sexual Abuse

48% 

12% 

25% 

15% 

Reunification

Adoption/Guardianship

Aged Out

In Care

Re- Entry Reasons Outcomes 



Decline in the Number of Foster Families 

24 
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Foster Parent Problem Resolution Process 

• Problem Resolution Team 

• Program Manager 

• Supervisor 

• Social Worker 
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The Road Ahead- Continuous Improvement 
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The Road Ahead- Ideas for Consideration 

• Align communication 
requirements 

 
• Clarify Department party 

status 
 

• Allow for adoption 
finalization in Idaho for 
children in foster care 
placed out of state 
 

• Allow open adoption for 
children exiting foster care 


