Rights and Responsibilities for
Parents of Children in Foster Care

1) Your Right: To be heard at a shelter care hearing within 48 hours after your
child’s removal from your home. (I.C. 88 16-1608; 16-1615.)

Your Responsibility: Appear at the shelter care hearing.

2 Your Right: To talk with an attorney at any time and to have an attorney
represent you in all court action concerning your child or affecting your rights.
(I.C. §16-1613.)

Your Responsibility: If you cannot afford an attorney, tell the judge. The judge
can help you get an attorney.

3) Your Right:

To be notified of any hearing held regarding your child (I.C. 88 16-1609; 16-
1611; 16-1612; 16-1615; 16-1620; 16-1621; 16-1622; 16-1623; 16-1628; 16-
1629; 16-2007) and to have your situation reviewed at least every six (6) months
to determine that suitable services are being provided and the right to be
discharged from services when you have completed your family service plan.
(I.C. 88 16-1621; 16-1622.)

Your Responsibility: To attend and participate in hearings. You have the
responsibility to question case plan decisions such as recommendations regarding
your participation in certain services.

4) Your Right: To visit with your child unless the court limits visitation. You, your
social worker and in some situations, the court, all work together to decide how
often, when and where you may visit your child. (I.C. § 16-1602(39); IDAPA
16.06.01.050.06.)

Your Responsibility: To visit your child regularly at a time and place agreed
upon with your social worker. If you cannot visit, notify your social worker
before the scheduled visit.

(5) Your Right:

e To receive written notification within seven (7) days of any change in the
placement of your child(ren) such as movement to another foster family
home; (IDAPA 16.06.01.050.07.)

e To be notified in writing if there is a change in your visitation schedule;
(IDAPA 16.06.01.050.08.)

e Todiscuss any changes made in the placement of your child(ren) and to
discuss your concerns with your worker’s supervisor if you feel your
concerns have not been heard; and (IDAPA 16.06.01.050.09)

e The opportunity to appeal, if you disagree with any changes in placement
or visitation. (IDAPA 16.06.01.050.09.)
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Your Responsibility: To tell your social worker about important changes in your
life such as changes to address, telephone number, job, marriage or other living
arrangements.

Your Right: To work together with your social worker in creating a case plan to
assure that your child(ren) have a safe and permanent place to call home and to
receive a copy of that plan. (I.C. § 16-1621; IDAPA 16.06.01.050.12)

Your Responsibility: To work with your social worker to develop a case plan
for your family and work toward solving the issues that resulted in the removal of
your child(ren) from your home.

Your Right: To authorize medical treatment for your child and be kept informed
of your child’s health and development, behavior and progress in school including
notification about any unusual occurrences regarding your child(ren) such as your
child is injured, becomes ill, runs away, etc. (I.C. 8 16-1602(39); IDAPA
16.06.01.0505.01)

Your Responsibility: To provide information about your child(ren) to be sure
that your child(ren) get the best care, medically, educationally and emotionally.

You have the right to the protection of your privacy under the Department of
Health and Welfare’s Privacy Policy. Your records are confidential. Some
information requires a specific release from you, other information may be
released without a specific release from you. See attached Privacy Policy for
more details. (IDAPA 16.05.01)

Information may be released to others directly involved in the provision of
services to your family. This includes staff of the Department, the court, foster
parents, family members and service providers on a “need to know” basis. Foster
parents will be provided with the information needed to care for your child(ren)
according to and by authority of Department administrative rule IDAPA
16.606.01.405.02.

A copy of the Department’s Privacy Policy can be found in this packet.
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