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The “U” in Public Health  

 Have you… 
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Strong Public Health = Long 

Life 
 Public health measures have added 25 

years to the life expectancy of people 

living in the U.S. during the 20th century.  

 Reduced tobacco use 

 Improved motor-vehicle 

safety 

 Improved workplace safety 

 Control of infectious 

diseases 

 Decline in cardiovascular 

deaths 

 

 Improved food safety 

 Improved maternal and child 

health 

 Family planning 

 Fluoridation of drinking water 

 Reduced vaccine-preventable 

diseases 
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Life Expectancy Globally: 2015 
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Overall Mortality Rates/100,000 Pop. 
United States, 1900 - 2015 
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Influenza season 2016-17 

 >10 deaths among Idaho residents reported 

due to influenza so far this season 

 Flu vaccination rates lower than in most other 

states 

 2015-16 influenza season coverage only 39.2%  
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Flu Vaccine Myths vs. 

Facts 
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Keeping Loved Ones 

Healthy 
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 Originated with a single paper published in 1997 

 Discredited due to serious procedural errors, 
undisclosed financial conflicts of interest, ethical 
violations  
Author lost his medical license 

 paper retracted by the journal 

 Hundreds of studies since 1997 have found no 
association 

 Autism Speaks statement on vaccinations: 
“Over the last two decades, extensive research 
has asked whether there is any link between 
childhood vaccinations and autism. The results 
of this research are clear: Vaccines do not cause 
autism.” 

You may have heard…. 

“Vaccines cause 

autism” 
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You may have heard…. 

“Natural immunity is 

better than vaccine-

acquired immunity” 

 Dangers of this approach outweigh the 

relative benefits  

 For measles, you face a 1 in 500 chance of 

death from natural disease.  

 Compare with a 1 in 1,000,000 chance of 

severe allergic reactions to the MMR 

vaccine 
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Idaho Immunization Program: 

Keeping Idaho kids healthy 

 Distributes vaccines to all Idaho healthcare 

providers immunizing children  

 

 Maintains Idaho’s Immunization Registry  

 

 Works with Idaho child care centers, 

daycares, and schools to help them comply 

with Idaho laws 
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School Immunization Laws 

Basics 
 Section 39-4801, Idaho Code  

 IDAPA 16.02.15 

 All children in preschool and grades K-12 

must be immunized before attendance 

 Our laws respect a parent’s right to choose: 

a parent/guardian may claim an exemption 

from immunization requirements for medical, 

religious, or personal reasons 
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School Immunization Records 

 A record kept by the school, showing child has 
received immunizations 

 

 If a child is not up to date, parents may 
complete a form showing schedule of planned 
immunizations  
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School Immunization 

Exemptions 
 Form provided by the Department  

 Standardized way for school administrators 

to: 

Determine school compliance with Idaho law 

Rapidly respond to disease outbreaks in schools 

 Ensures parents are informed about risks, 

including disease and exclusion from school 

in case of outbreak 
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Medical Exemption 
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Religious or Philosophical 

Exemptions 
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School Report 
Percent of students adequately immunized 

Highest Reported Percent 
of Adequately Immunized 
Students 

 Bear Lake (96%) 

 Oneida (95%) 

 Payette (94%) 

 

Lowest Reported Percent 
of Adequately Immunized 
Students 

 Boundary (50%) 

 Clearwater (64%) 

 Shoshone (67%) 
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School Report 
Percent of records with at least one exemption 

Lowest Reported 
Percent of Records with 

Exemption(s) 

 Fremont (1%) 

 Power (1%) 

 Bear Lake (2%) 

 

Highest Reported 
Percent of Records with 

Exemption(s) 

 Valley (20%) 

 Bonner (17%) 

 Idaho (14%) 
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Outbreaks of Vaccine-Preventable 

Diseases 
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Outbreaks of Vaccine-Preventable 

Diseases 
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