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IDAHO NATIONAL 
FORESTS: 
AT A GLANCE

 7 National Forests are 
Headquartered in Idaho

 20.4 million acres of 
National Forest Land

 Two of Idaho’s National 
Forests are undergoing 
forest plan revisions 



WHAT IS A FOREST 
PLAN?

Forest plans set the 
overall management 
direction and guidance 
of each of our national 
forests. 

Forest plans DO NOT 
provide site-specific 
direction, but instead 
guide management 
activities at a forest-
wide scale. 

Forest plans guide the 
direction of specific 
projects or activities on 
the ground

Forest plans must meet 
the requirements of the 
National Forest 
Management Act and its 
implementing federal 
regulations, known as 
the planning rule.



WHY REVISE A PLAN?

 Must be revised every 15 years

 A plan revision creates a new plan for the entire planning area

 The Responsible Official has discretion

Key points of the 2012 Planning Rule:

The Planning Rule establishes the process for how forest plans are developed, revised, 
or amended. 

 Provides a collaborative and science-based framework for land management 
planning

 Emphasizes balancing economic and social values with ecological integrity

 Recognizes the importance of working with State, local and tribal agencies in 
creating the plan

 Requires robust public involvement in the planning process.



HOW ARE PLANS REVISED?

 Notification to the Public

 Assessment/Developing the proposed plan
 Identify and evaluate lands that may be suitable for Wilderness designation

 Identify eligibility of rivers for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System

 Identify Species of Conservation Concern

 Identify the maximum quantity of timber that may be removed from the plan area

 Etc…

 Considering the environmental effects of the proposal (NEPA!)

 Objection/Resolution period

 Approval of the plan revision



WILDERNESS

❖The Wilderness Act of 1964 aims to preserve the natural, 
undeveloped character of wilderness lands.

❖The Forest Service must identify lands that may be suitable for 
inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System and 
determine whether to recommend any areas for wilderness 
designation.

❖The Forest Service planning process plays an important role in 
which lands are considered because of the process (inventory, 
evaluation, comment and decision) applied to determine 
potential wilderness lands. 



WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS

➢The Wild and Scenic River Act of 1968 aims to preserve those of 
our Nation’s rivers with outstanding natural, cultural, and 
recreational values in a free-flowing condition. 

➢Forest Service must ensure that the free-flow, water quality, 
and “outstandingly remarkable values” of the designated river 
are protected and enhanced.

➢The Forest Service must conduct and up-to-date inventory of 
rivers that may be suitable and eligible for official protection by 
Congress. 



SPECIES OF CONSERVATION CONCERN

❑A species of conservation concern is a plant or animal that has 
been identified for planning attention due to scientific 
information indicating substantial concern about its ability to 
persist on the national forest over time.

❑Each plan provides for conditions that would maintain a viable 
population (a population that is capable of persisting on the 
forest over time) in the plan area for each species of 
conservation concern.



NEPA

 Scoping

 Preliminary/Draft Environmental Impact Statement

 Preliminary/Final Environmental Impact Statement and Draft 
Record of Decision

Objection Period

 Final ROD



STATE’S ROLE AS COOPERATOR

 Back to OSC’s mission…

 Incorporating Idaho’s  economic vitality and values at every stage in the planning 
process.

 Working with other state agencies so that the state speaks with a single voice on 
Forest Plan Revisions.

 Working with stakeholders to ensure that everyone affected by these decisions is 
aware of the process, and has a voice.

 Providing the Forest Service the local data in order to help them understand on-
the-ground conditions.

 Working to hold the Forest Service accountable.



QUESTIONS?


