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1 Introduction
This document provides conceptual design and an
interpretive approach to guide the development of
a new cultural center that commemorates the Bear
River Massacre Site and the Northwest Band of the
Shoshone Nation (NWB Shoshone) .
This is a culmination of many years of work by
members of the NWB Shoshone to recover lost
lands including the sacred site of the Bear River
Massacre, and to gather and catalogue archival
stories, images and songs of the Shoshone people.
The NWB Shoshone have an important story to tell
and want to create a meaningful and memorable
visitor experience as part of the preservation and
revitalization of their history and culture.
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1.1 PROJECT GOALS
The primary goal of the Northwest Band of the
Shoshone Nation Cultural Interpretive Center
is to tell the story of the Northwest Band of the
Shoshone people and commemorate the Bear
River Massacre Site, which is sacred to the NWB
Shoshone . However, there is an additional set of
goals outlined by the project team that will guide
the project. These include:
• To grow advocates for the NWB Shoshone
• To have a chance to tell our [NWB Shoshone]
story from our perspective.
• To be more inclusive of everyone; create a safe
space where people can go to be themselves
(including LGBTQ/Two-spirit people)
• To build bridges between cultures
• To give people a sense of hope and resilience.
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In order to accomplish this, the consultant team
is committed to listen closely to the stories that
want to emerge from this process, and to create
clear channels for the voices of the NWB Shoshone
themselves to be heard. We respectfully offer to the
NWB Shoshone our expertise in designing exhibits,
creating memorable experiences and facilitating the
telling of clear and compelling stories.

1.2 SITUATION ANALYSIS
The NWB Shoshone Nation has recently acquired the land where
the Bear River Massacre took place in 1863. An adjacent property
is currently being pursued as well. This area was a traditional
wintering site of the Newe where they were protected from winter
winds, had access to fish and game, and hot springs along the river.

Hot spring by Bear River on site.

View from proposed location.
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After the massacre, which was a defining moment
in the history of the tribe, many tribal members
under the leadership of Sagwitch converted
to Mormonism and began to settle around the
community of Wawqshakie and learn to farm.
Washakie is now a ghost town, but several families
have ties to the region, and have family members
buried in the cemetery there.

The 500 members of the NW Band of the
Shoshone are spread out across the southwest,
with several members living in Salt Lake City and
Brigham City. Very few live near the massacre site,
which is the proposed site of the Cultural Center.
The NWB Shoshone Tribal Office and archival
library are located in Brigham City. A substantial
amount of work has been done to gather primary
resources including video interviews of Elders,
gathering of various families’ collections of
documents and images. These will prove invaluable
to the development of exhibits and storylines for
the new Boa Ogoi Cultural Center.

Existing partnerships with the University of
the State of Utah and the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints have increased the archival
holdings of the NWB Shoshone as well as its
capacity to make records searchable online and
digitally accessible.

Shoshone memeber Cohn Zundel makes gloves.

NorthWest Shoshone Tribal Office, Brigham City.

Chief Sagwitch and Bear Hunter’s wife.
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1.3 AUDIENCE

1.4 CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

There is great potential for the Boa Ogoi Cultural
Center to be a central hub for the NWB Shoshone
and the broader Shoshone Nation. It is just as—or
even more— important to provide resources for the
future of the Nation as it is to commemorate the
history and experiences of the tribe in their own
words.

All challenges lead to opportunities, and challenges
are inherent in any opportunity. However, it is
always useful to take stock of the advantages and
constraints at the beginning of a project, to help
shape creative solutions that are responsive to its
needs.

The Center should be first and foremost for
the Shoshone Nation, supporting language
development, preservation of stories and lifeways,
opportunities for connection and cultural support
in modern times.

1.4.1 Challenges
• Remoteness of proposed site
• Wide distribution and small
population of Shoshone people
• Sacredness of the site (limits to where people
can be and how they can interact with it)
• Differing versions of historical events
from NWB Shoshone, US government and
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Secondly, the center has an opportunity to ‘set
the record straight’ about the history of the NWB
Shoshone to local, national and international
visitors. It is unclear at this stage what visitation
numbers would look like; further exploration
will need to be undertaken to ensure that the
infrastructure matches the reality of visitation.

1.4.2 Opportunities
• Existing archival work offers a rich
collection of multi-media resources
• A well documented history through
Church records and the writing of people
like Willie Ottagary and Mae Parry
• Views to the site where a tragic
historic event occurred
• The seasonal patterns of the Shoshone
Nation are well-documented in oral
history and ethnographic records
• The rich and diverse landscape of the
Great Basin offers access to the cultural
foundations of the Shoshone Nation
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2 Conceptual Approach
2.1 THEMATIC STRUCTURE
The concept of ‘Reverence’ informs the
architectural approaches. Reverence factors
strongly in the sacredness of the site, and in the
ongoing practices of faith of Shoshone people
within the Church, and in traditional land-based
practices.

The Cultural Interpretive Center
is a place for the Northwest Band of the
Shoshone Nation and our relatives to honor
our ancestors and the events of the past while
looking toward the future.

Patty Timbimboo-Madsen spoke of the key
elements of the story of the NWB Shoshone being
about “resilience and reflection.”
The thematic structure for a project, provides
‘containers’ to focus the separate elements of the
whole story. It inspires an approach to the physical
design, sequencing and spatial arrangements of the
interpretive exhibit. While key messages are linked
to the thematic structure, the experience of those
themes can vary widely.
The combination of a holistic thematic structure
and a responsive design approach create a
customized experience that fits the story, the
audience and the requirements of this particular
project, place and time.

Reverence
We honor the sacred land
of our ancestors and our
spiritual path

Resilience
We honor the ways
we have survived and
continue to thrive

Reconciliation
We honor truth-telling and
are committed to honorable
relationships

5
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REVERENCE

RESILIENCE

RECONCILIATION

• This is a sacred site, essentially the burial ground
of hundreds of NWB Shoshone ancestors.
• The NWB Shoshone have always
embraced Spirit, whether in traditional
practices or conversion to the Church.
• This is a gathering place for the entire
Shoshone Nation to take part in ceremony
and reconnect with relatives.

• The traditional and seasonal patterns
of the Shoshone people were based in
a close connection with and intimate
knowledge of the Great Basin landscape.
• The NWB Shoshone have survived
countless challenges and are still here.
• The NWB Shoshone Tribal Council is
committed to helping their tribe thrive
by providing support in education,
health care and housing.

• Early stories told about the Bear River
Massacre by the army, the US government
and the Daughters of Utah Pioneers did
not honor the truth of the experience.
• Agreements were not always honored when it
came to support from the Church (i.e., burning
homes at Washakie), and those breaches of
trust are in the process of being healed.
• Strong voices in the NWB Shoshone (Sagwitch,
Willie Ottogary, Mae Parry) have spoken
up for the inherent rights and honoring the
treaty agreements with the government.

Mae Timbimboo Parry (far right) with
Utah Governor Michael Leavitt.

Rachel Perdash
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2.2 INTERPRETIVE APPROACH
The strength of connection and adaptation of the
Shoshone Nation to the Great Basin landscape
and seasonal patterns can serve as a foundation
for the interpretive approach. Woven througout
the interpretive approach are the themes of
Reverence, Resilience and Reconciliation. From
this foundation, rich opportunities to represent and
share the cultural traditions of the NWB Shoshone
arise.
• Use traditional seasonal patterns and connection
to the land as a way to access NWB Shoshone
culture, ethnography, ancestral connections.
• Use a variety of media to show the richness of
the culture, including art, music and poetry.
• Identify iconic elements in the landscape
and from the seasons (animals, plants,
landmarks) to help visitors understand
the connection to the land
• Demonstrate the links to the land through
place names, people names, songs and poetry

Illustration by Brooke Smart, Champions of Change
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2.3 CONCEPTUAL APPROACH
The Center is a place for the NWB Shoshone
people and our relatives to honor our ancestors
and the events of the past while looking toward
the future.
Visitors to the Centre follow a path though the
changing culture of the NWB Shoshone. The story
begins in a space that evokes a deep connection to
the landscape of the Great Basin and the eternal
rhythm of the seasons. With the arrival of Settlers,
the sense of unity and fluidity of movement is
disrupted by an overlay of linear boundaries
and structures. When the tension between these
cultures culminates in the Bear River Massacre, all
structure is removed, echoing the desolation of the
event. In the Massacre’s aftermath, these two life
ways again appear and begin to integrate. Emerging
from the journey, a more harmonious balance
is achieved, as the strengths of each way of life
contribute to a new unified whole.

Recovery
Resilience

Massacre

Views to site

Traditions

The story unfolds in five chapters, proceeding from
past to present:
•
•
•
•
•

Tradition
Settlement
Massacre
Recovery
Resilience

Exhibit Entry

Settlement

Narrative Approach Diagram
This diagram depicts thematic areas and is not intended
as a literal building plan. Its purpose is to suggest relative
sizes and purposeful adjacencies which have been
conceived to optimize the visitor experience.

8

TRADITIONS – Seasonal Journey
Visitors to the Center enter the story
along a theatrical pathway through the
seasonal rounds and activities of precontact Newe people.
Beginning in spring, visitors see the
landscape, plants and tools associated
with gathering seeds, roots and berries in
southern Idaho and Utah.
Visitors learn about hunting and
processing small game in the summer.
Moving toward autumn, visitors follow
the mountain streams of southern Idaho
where the Newe caught and dried fish.
The path continues through late autumn
in Wyoming, where the Newe hunted
large animals such as buffalo, to western
Utah, where the Newe gathered pine
nuts.
Finally, the visitor arrives at the winter
camp in Moson Kahni, the Cache Valley,
near hot springs, shelter and game.

9
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Exhibit Islands
Abstracted landforms integrate
replicas of natural features beside
associated Newe material culture.
For example, a pine tree may be
displayed alongside a woven bottle
lined with pine pitch. Visitors
may open drawers in the island to
discover more about these items.

Summer
Autumn
Fabric Scrims
The seasons and landscapes
are united beneath a series
of undulating scrims,
evocative of wind, time,
movement and spirit.
Shifting patterns of light
evoke a sense of the rhythm
of the seasons.

Graphic Walls
Graphic walls display murals of important landscapes in their
relevant season. Projections may be integrated with static
imagery to surprising effect. For example, as they approach,
visitors may see a rabbit hop away along a graphic wall.
Introductory Dividers
Tall dividers will introduce visitors to the season and
landscape they are entering. Shoshone place names will be
used and linked to places familiar to the visitor.

Spring

Storytelling
or map

Graphic Walls
Exhibit Islands
Introductory Dividers

Winter

Fabric Scrims

Travois

Exhibit Entry

10

3 Visitor Experience Narrative
3.1 TRADITIONS – ENTRY
Upon arrival in the lobby, a greeting in the
Shoshone Language welcomes visitors. As they
approach the Traditions Gallery, visitors see a
traditional travois, introducing the idea of travel.
A quote provides a glimpse into the Newe’s view of
their world.
“The mountains, streams and plains stood
forever and the seasons walked around annually.”
Mae Timbimboo Parry

Diagram Key – Traditions (Entry)
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3.2 TRADITIONS – SEASONS
Birdsong and other seasonally appropriate sounds
of nature can be heard throughout the gallery.
These sounds are accompanied by Newe voices.
Songs and the sounds of people going about their
traditional activities can be heard. In the winter
season, games give rise to the sound of laughter;
storytelling can also be heard. This experience
evokes the beauty, serenity, and connection to the
land that the Newe enjoyed for generations. The
beauty of the landscape is reflected in the materials
for living such as leather clothing or porcupine
quill beads. Where possible, such materials may
be touchable, facilitating another level of sensory
appreciation.

Diagram Key – Traditions (Winter)
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3.3 SETTLEMENT
Departing the winter camp, the natural flow of
movement is disrupted by a fence. Visitors are
directed away from the seasonal round toward a
new gallery.
At first settlers were welcomed by Newe
leaders. Within a short time however, the settler
presence on the landscape expanded and became
exclusionary. The Newe were cut-off from resources
they had relied upon for millennia.

Linear structures of property lines and agricultural
fields are reflected in the visitor experience of
corridors and perpendicular walls. Large-scale
graphics present a different relationship to the land
– one based on ownership. Natural sounds such
as bird song recede, as the sound of wagon wheels
and cattle come to dominate. Through excerpts
from written documents, visitors learn about the
skirmishes and increasing tensions between the
two groups. The Newe experience is presented
through the writings of elders describing the events
of this time.

Diagram Key – Settlement
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3.4 MASSACRE
As tensions rise to a crescendo, the visitor is led
into a new space. In contrast to the overwhelming
sensory experience that precedes it, visual features
in this room are dramatically minimized. The
visitor enters a darkened empty room with a large
window and an expansive view of the massacre site.
They may sit or stand as they hear the voice of an
elder telling the story of the massacre. Through this
narration, visitors can envision the arrival of the
soldiers and the ensuing loss of hundreds of lives.
They learn that a small number of NWB Shoshone
survived.
0 mi

0.13 mi

0.25 mi

0.5mi

NORTHEAST VIEW FROM CORNER OF SITE

RTHEAST VIEW FROM CORNER OF SITE

SOUTH-EAST VIEW FROM CORNER OF SITE
NORTH-WEST TO NORTH-EAST VIEW FROM CORNER OF SITE LOOKING

Diagram Key – Massacre

VIEW FROM PROPOSED BUILDING SITE
N W B S H O S H O N E C U LT U R A L I N T E R P R E T I V E C E N T E R
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0.75 mi

1 mi

SOUTH-EAST VIEW FROM CORNER OF SITE
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3.5 RECOVERY
Emerging from the room in which the story of
the massacre is told, visitors enter another room
to follow the story of the survivors. The room is
somewhat brighter than the last. A tipi and a house
structure allude to the transitioning way of life
that took place over this period. Images from the
historic scroll used by missionaries are on display,
and visitors can use a digital screen to explore
the scroll and learn about the conversion of the
Shoshone to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints. The founding of Washakie and adoption
of farming are addressed on graphic panels. The
writings of Willie Ottogary are featured here.
Visitors learn about the educational achievements
of the NWB Shoshone during this time, and
Shoshone men and women who joined the war

effort. Shoshone leaders who fought for recognition
and the rights of their people are featured with
archival photos and written or audio narrative.

Diagram Key – Recovery
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3.6 RESILIENCE
Mae Timbimboo Parry’s success in having the
Bear River “Battle” recognized as the Bear River
Massacre brings the visitor to a time and space
that begins to look more familiar and modern
to the visitor. Views to the site are again exposed
through a large window. This time, however, the
story that accompanies the view of the site is one of
restoration and resilience.

NWB are approaching to their future. Successes
in health, housing and education demonstrate
the achievements of the NWB Shoshone Tribal
Council. The faces and voices of youth, elders
and community leaders personalize the story
of resilience. Phrases or stories in the Shoshone
language are featured with audio and text.

Visitors see an amphitheatre with a back wall that
opens to the outdoors, a space where the NWB
Shoshone now proudly tell their own story.
Contemporary video footage shows the traditional
practices, ecosystem restoration, sport or business
activities that represent some of the ways that the

Diagram Key – Resilience
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3.7 OUTDOOR EXPERIENCE
Concluding the visitor experience, visitors return to the outdoors.
They may participate in a guided program, or contemplate the
site through works of art and poetry. Along pathways visitors will
learn about the significance
of native plants and animals.
Stories of the winter camp, and
the massacre will be displayed
on distinctive yet subtle
signage.

0 mi

0.13 mi

0.25 mi

0.5mi

0.75 mi

C A M PI
NG
PA R K I

P OW
WOW

NG

FLE X
E NTR AN CE ROAD
NWB CU LTU R AL I NTE R P R E TIVE CE NTE R
TR AI L
STE E P S LO P E S
CANAL
I M P ROVE D CO U NT Y ROAD
VI E W FRO M O B S E RVATIO N P O I NT
B E AR R IVE R

TRAIL PLANNING SKETCHES

PROPOSED TRAIL SYSTEM
N W B S H O S H O N E C U LT U R A L I N T E R P R E T I V E C E N T E R
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1 mi
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4 Visitor Experience Matrix
THEME

KEY MESSAGE

EXHIBIT STORYLINES

VISITOR EXPERIENCE

Reverence: we honor
the sacred land of our
ancestors and our
spiritual path

This is a gathering place
for the entire Shoshone
Nation to take part in
ceremony and reconnect
with relatives.

We are the Newe. Our people were once called the So-so-goi
which means 'those who travel on foot'. "They were part of the
groups who had traveled largely on foot in a delicate balance
of living off the land." (Mae Parry, Coyote Steals Fire)

Visitors' experience of Newe culture are the bookends of
the cultural center. Upon arrival in the lobby, a greeting in
the Shoshone language welcomes Visitors. They experience
the traditional, spiritual connection to the landscapes in the
Traditions Gallery, and they experience the living culture
through video displays and in the educational programs
that take place outdoors, and in the Resiliance section.

Resilience: we honor the
ways we have survived
and continue to thrive

The traditional and
seasonal patterns of
the Shoshone people
were based in a close
connection with and
intimate knowledge
of the Great Basin
landscape.

Shoshone territory is marked by the seasonal movements of different
tribes across what is now SE Idaho, SW Wyoming, NW Colorado,
Northern Utah and NE Nevada. They moved from mountains to rivers to
plains, gathering the bounty of the land, including deer, bighorn sheep,
pine nuts, ricegrass and other seeds and bison, and finding shelter near
adequate food, water and hotsprings during the winter months.

Visitors enter the story along a theatrical pathway
through the seasonal rounds and activities of precontact Newe people. They follow a path that takes
them across landscapes and through seasons. 3D
replicas of Newe material culture are displayed alongside
natural features that they are associated with.

Resilience: we honor the
ways we have survived
and continue to thrive

A quick overview of the seasonal cycle:
- spring and summer: southern Idaho and Utah, gathering seeds, roots,
berries
- late summer: root digging, small game hunting
- early autumn: Salmon, Idaho, to catch and dry fish
- late autumn: western Wyoming to hunt buffalo, elk, deer, moose and
antelope
- later autumn: western Utah and parts of Nevada to gather pine nuts
- winter: Franklin and Preston Idaho, permanent wintering home
in the Cache Valley, known as Moson Kahni, or Home of the
Lungs, where hot springs, fish and wild game were plentiful."
Seasonal patterns demonstrate the Newe's deep connection and
adaptation to the Great Basin landscape, and this connection is
revealed in place names, the names of people born in different places
in the territory during different seasons, the songs the Newe sing and
ceremonies such as the Warm Dance.
"They looked upon the earth not just as a place to live; in fact,
they called the earth their mother—she was the provider of
all they needed for their livelihood. The mountains, streams,
and plains stood forever, they said, and the seasons walked
around annually." (Mae Parry, Coyote Steals Fire)"
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Visitors hear birdsong appropriate to the location and
season. The sounds of nature can be heard throughout
the gallery, accompanied by Newe voices. Songs and the
sounds of people going about their traditional activities
can be heard. In the winter season, games give rise to
the sound of laughter; stortellers can also be heard. This
experience evokes the beauty, serenity, and connection
to the land that the Newe enjoyed for generations.

THEME

KEY MESSAGE

EXHIBIT STORYLINES

VISITOR EXPERIENCE

Resilience: we honor the
ways we have survived
and continue to thrive

The Newe People lived under different chiefs in sub-groups that were
based in specific regions, although all traveled throughout the Great
Basin. Sub-groups included the jackrabbit eaters, fish eaters, pine nut
eaters, and so on. These regions have been identified on maps and
correlated to place names and names of people in the archival records.

A topographic map shows traditional Newe territory, with
a layer showing diversity among the different bands.

Resilience: we honor the
ways we have survived
and continue to thrive

The material culture of the Shoshone people speaks to their
reliance on the land. Tipis made of hide, wickiups made of willow
frames and tule or grass panels, summer shade structures made
of brush, baskets of willow, bottles of woven grasses lined with
pine pitch, and deerhide clothing all came from the land.

Clothing, woven bottles, beads and other items demonstrate
the connection between Newe material culture and
the land. The items are shown in association with the
landscapes, plants and animals that were used to make
them.Visitors may discover an ice cave with a cache of
bison meat or find prickly pear cactus hidden under the
snow. Projections will animate the space - as they approach,
visitors may see a rabbit hop away along a graphic wall.

Resilience: we honor the
ways we have survived
and continue to thrive

The Newe lived in relationship not only to the land of their
traditional territory but also to neighbouring tribes, many of whom
were related to them. There are many Shoshone tribes including
the Eastern Shoshone, Western Shoshone and the Gosiutes. The
Commanche people are also closely related and share a similar
language, and the Paiutes, while not Shoshone, shared similar
cultural practices including songs, stories and subsistence activities.

A topographic map shows traditional Newe territory as well
as neighboring territories. Visitors can see how the nations are
connected by language, trade and shared cultural practices.

With settlers arriving in greater numbers through the 19th century,
putting up fences, plowing under native grasses and hunting game,
the resources the Shoshone counted on for survival became harder and
harder to find. The timeline of events leading up to and following the
massacre include:
- Newe and ancestors here since time immemorial
- pre 19th century: traditional lifeways and seasonal patterns
- 1800-1840: fur trade
- 1840-1850: settlers' arrival and initial welcome
- 1850-1863: tensions arise, conflicts take place
- 1863 massacre

Linear structures of property lines and agricultural fields
are reflected in the visitor experience of corridors and
perpendicular walls. Large-scale graphics present a different
relationship to the land – one based on ownership. Natural
sounds such as bird song recede, as the sound of wagon
wheels and cattle come to dominate. Through excerpts
from written documents and audio, visitors learn about
the skirmishes, and increasing tensions between the two
groups. The Newe experience is presented through the
writings of elders describing the events of this time.

Resilience: we honor the
ways we have survived
and continue to thrive

The NWB Shoshone
have survived countless
challenges including the
Bear River Massacre and
are still here.
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THEME
Reverence: we honor
the sacred land of our
ancestors and our
spiritual path

KEY MESSAGE
This is a sacred site,
essentially the burial
ground of hundreds of
Newe ancestors

EXHIBIT STORYLINES
More than 400 Newe people, including the revered Chief Bear
Hunter, were killed at the hands of the California Volunteers, led
by Col. Patrick Edward Connor on January 29 1863. They were
left where they fell, unburied. This site has been held as sacred
by the Newe survivors and their descendents, since that day.

VISITOR EXPERIENCE
The visitor enters a darkened empty room with a large
window and an expansive view of the massacre site. They hear
the voice of an elder telling the story of the massacre. Visitors
view the art installation of boulders commemorating the
victims of the Bear River Massacre from the building gallery.
The boulders can also be viewed from an outdoor
overlook. A commemorative and reverent list of
names is presented. Visitors can reflect on the
impact of this event on the Newe people."

Reverence: we honor
the sacred land of our
ancestors and our
spiritual path

First hand accounts of the massacre from the Newe
and the soldiers paint a horrific picture of death and
suffering at the hands of the California Volunteers.

Visitors hear and read quotes and descriptions of the event.

Reverence: we honor
the sacred land of our
ancestors and our
spiritual path

The massacre was an event that changed the lives of all Shoshone
people and impacted future generations to the present. Modern
tribal members speak to the impact on them and their families.

Visitors can hear and read quotes and stories from survivors.

In the wake of the massacre, survivors embarked on an altered course,
eventually adapting to life in settled communities and conversion to
The Church. Shoshone leaders continued to fight for stability and
recognition for their people. Key events through this time include:

Contrasting housing structures of a tipi and a
house allude to the the many cultural changes
that accompanied this period of transition.

Reconciliation: we honor
truth-telling and are
committed to honorable
relationships

In the aftermath
of the massacre,
survivors perservered,
demonstrating resiliance
and adaptability.

- 1863 Box Elder Treaty
- 1873-1875 conversion to Mormonism
- 1876-1880 Homesteading
- 1880-1960 Washakie farm
- 1910-1970s fight for land and proper payment from the Federal
government
- 1987: Federal recognition of the NW Band of Shoshone Nation"

27 Northwest Band of the Shoshone Nation Cultural Interpretive Center | Exhibit Concept Report

THEME
Reverence: we honor
the sacred land of our
ancestors and our
spiritual path

KEY MESSAGE
The NWB Shoshone have
always embraced Spirit,
whether in traditional
practices, conversion to
the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, or in
a hybrid of both.

Reverence: we honor
the sacred land of our
ancestors and our
spiritual path

Reconciliation: we honor
truth-telling and are
committed to honorable
relationships

Resilience: we honor the
ways we have survived
and continue to thrive

Agreements were not
always honored when
it came to support from
the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints
(i.e., burning homes at
Washakie), and those
breaches of trust are
in the process of being
healed.

EXHIBIT STORYLINES

VISITOR EXPERIENCE

Chief Sagwitch, one of only 13 survivors of the Bear River Massacre,
led his followers to convert to Mormonism in 1873. Known as 'the
Mormon Indians', the NWB Shoshone have been active members
in the Church while also maintaining their ties to the land

Visitors see archival images and read accounts from
the Shoshone and other chroniclers that describe
the events and process of their their conversion.

The Book of Mormon describes Native Americans as the Lamanites, one
of four ancients peoples who settled in North America. Lamanites are
also mentioned in the prophecies of the Doctrine and the Covenenants.
Besides being included in the sacred texts and the prophecies, there
are several similarities between Newe traditional faith and Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, including laying on of hands for
healing, visions and prophecy, an interest in lineage and ancestry,
and acceptance of polygamy. To many Shoshone Church members,
it was not impossible to accommodate both spiritual practices.

Visitors see the real images from the scroll. Using a
digital interactive, they can explore these images
to learn about the process of conversion, and the
similarities between Shoshone beliefs and beliefs in
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

The NWB Shoshone were never placed on a reservation, and while
that helped them integrate with mainstream society and avoid some
of the major issues of the reservation system, they also struggled for
recognition as a distinct tribe and for a land base to legally call their
own.

A digital map of Washakie shows how the settlement
changed over time. Visitors can select places on the map
as it changes to hear oral histories from former residents.

Many NWB Shoshone believe that the town of Washakie, which
was considered home for many, was sold out from under
them—one aspect of the complex relationship between the
NWB Shoshone and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. In 1960 and the buildings, containing personal effects
and documents were burned without notifying the residents."
In spite of their small population and fraught relationship with
the US military, NWB Tribal Members have signed up during
war times (WWII, Vietnam) to protect their country. Warriors are
buried at Washakie next to other prominent leaders. So many able
workers from Washakie enlisted in the War that there were not
enough people to work the farm anymore. It was that time that
Washakie became less of a primary home for the NWB Shoshone.

A feature on the timeline showing archival images
of Shoshone soldiers in the World Wars and other
battles honours the modern Shoshone warriors.
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THEME

KEY MESSAGE

Reconciliation: we honor
truth-telling and are
committed to honorable
relationships

The successes of the
NWB Shoshone band
owe gratitude to those
members who insisted on
fighting for the truth.

Reverence: we honor
the sacred land of our
ancestors and our
spiritual path

EXHIBIT STORYLINES

VISITOR EXPERIENCE

Leaders within the NWB Shoshone Tribe have supported
their members politically, spiritually and culturally. (Sagwitch,
Willie Ottogary, John MoemBberg, Yeager Timbimboo, Moroni
Timbimboo, Enos Pubigee, Amy Timbimboo and Mae Parry).

Shoshone Leaders: A digital display allows
visitors to explore NWB Shoshone leaders.

The timeline concludes with the recent recovery of the site, and the
activities that are taking place their to revitalize the traditions and
culture of the NWB Shoshone.
Events that are discussed in this section include:
- 2003: Massacre site saved
- 2019: Massacre site purchasedTraditional landbased spiritual practices continue to be practiced by
spiritual leaders within the NWB Shoshone tribe.

The conclusion of the focuses on recovery of traditional
knowledge and the integration of modern ways of life. Visitors
experience a sense of optimism and resolution.
The programming area allows the sharing of knowledge to be
passed to tribal members.
Video and outdoor interpretive signage
communicate the re-introduction of native plants,
and the restoration of the landscape.

Reverence: we honor
the sacred land of our
ancestors and our
spiritual path

This is a gathering place
for the entire Shoshone
Nation to take part in
ceremony and reconnect
with relatives.

The NWB Shoshone gather every January 29 to commemorate
the massacre. This place also welcomes other celebrations
and gatherings of the wider Shoshone Nation

Contemporary video footage shows traditional practices,
ecosystem restoration, sport or business activities that
represent some of the approaches that the NWB are taking
to their future. The faces and voices of youth, elders and
community leaders personalize the story of resilience.

Resilience: we honor the
ways we have survived
and continue to thrive

The NWB Shoshone Tribal
Council is committed to
helping their tribe thrive
by providing support in
education, health care
and housing.

Current intiatives and programs offered by the NWB are featured,
as well as current leaders, business ventures, cultural resources
available, cultural partnerships and events for tribal members.

The conclusion of the timeline takes on a sense of
optimism, with interpretive text and video highlighting
the commitment of the NWB Shoshone Tribal Council to
housing, healthcare and education for its members.

Archival collections and family lineage information is
available for NWB Shoshone members to explore

Access to the Utah State University archival
collections is available on a digital kiosk.

Reverence: we honor
the sacred land of our
ancestors and our
spiritual path
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THEME

KEY MESSAGE

Resilience: we honor the
ways we have survived
and continue to thrive

EXHIBIT STORYLINES
The Newe language is very endangered, but there
are people committed to preserving the language
and passing it on to future generations.

VISITOR EXPERIENCE
Newe words and songs are part of the ambient soundscape
An audio experience near the end of the timeline in the
'reconciliation' section allows visitors to learn Shoshone words
and practice speaking them.
Shoshone speakers teach classes as part
of educational programming

Reconciliation: we honor
truth-telling and are
committed to honorable
relationships

Early stories told
about the Bear River
Massacre by the army,
the government and
the Daughters of
Utah Pioneers did not
honor the truth of the
experience from the NWB
Shoshone’s point of view.

Originally called the ""Battle of Bear Creek"", history as written by the
victors painted the massacre as a fair fight even though the uneven
number of casualties said different.
The Daughters of the Pioneers created a commemorative plaque near
the massacre site that was far more sympathetic to the California
Volunteers and was written from a Euro-centric perspective.

The entire cultural center is an act of reconciliation
to 'set the story straight'. This particular story will
be covered in video and outdoor signage.

May Timbimboo Parry and The NWB Shoshone, fought to tell a
more balanced story of the massacre, and the event has since been
renamed and a new plaque and interpretive panels erected. Tribal
members such as Darren Parry continue to use their voices to tell
the story of the massacre from the experience of their people.
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