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SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
Welcome Chairman Mortimer

Page
Introduction

Committee Page Introduction Sarah Young

Secretary
Introduction

Committee Secretary Introduction Morgan Howard

Presentation: Administrative Rules Update Tracie Bent, Chief
Planning and Policy
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Presentation: Administrative Rules Update Marilyn
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Rules 2020 Rules and Rules Referral Vice Chairman Thayn
Committee
Work

Committee Member Discussion Regarding Future
Education Issues, Committee Presentations &
Committee Work

Chairman Mortimer

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Mortimer Sen Woodward Morgan Howard
Vice Chairman Thayn Sen Lent Room: WW39
Sen Winder Sen Buckner-Webb Phone: 332-1321
Sen Den Hartog Sen Ward-Engelking Email: sedu@senate.idaho.gov

Sen Crabtree



MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Wednesday, January 08, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog, Crabtree,
Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Education Committee (Committee) to order at 3:01
p.m.

WELCOME: Chairman Mortimer said he is continuing the weekly tradition of reading a poem
from the book, A Heap O' Living Along Life's Highway, by Edgar A. Guest. He
then read the poem, "The Price of Joy."

PAGE
INTRODUCTION:

Chairman Mortimer welcomed the new page, Sarah Young, from Boise, Idaho,
and invited her to the podium to introduce herself and share her future aspirations
and long-term goals.

SECRETARY
INTRODUCTION:

Chairman Mortimer welcomed the new secretary, Morgan Howard, and invited her
to introduce herself to the Committee.

PRESENTATION: Tracie Bent, Chief Planning and Policy Officer, Idaho State Board of Education
(Board), provided a handout of a summary of the Board's omnibus rule-making.
She then explained that the Board had to re-codify all of their administrative rules,
and had taken the opportunity to clean out any unnecessary rules. She also drew
the Committee's attention to the handout, which she said detailed what rules had
been removed and why. Ms. Bent explained that the rules that had been removed
were redundant or unnecessary, and that the processes detailed in those rules were
still in place as Board policy or in statute. Ms. Bent also said that her explanation
only included the rules set forth by the Board.

PRESENTATION: Marilyn Whitney, Deputy Superintendent of Policy and Communication, Idaho
State Department of Education (Department), gave an overview of the new
language that the Department introduced this year. She shared that of the three
dockets the Department introduced, the first two received no public comments, and
that the Department would make the comments on the third docket available. In
response to Committee questions, Ms. Whitney reaffirmed that the Department
did not handle the omnibus rules process, but that the rules the Department put
forward did affect some rules on the omnibus docket.

PRESENTATION: Dennis Stevenson, Administrative Rules Coordinator, Division of Financial
Management, stated that Ms. Whitney and Ms. Bent had covered the administrative
rules process extensively, and that his prepared presentation would be redundant.
He answered Committee questions, stating that the omnibus rules for the
Committee contained some language changes, but that the substantive rule
changes were being presented as separate dockets.



RULES: Vice Chairman Thayn asked the Committee members to express to him privately if
they had a desire to listen to an extensive presentation on the omnibus rules, then
stated that the Committee would begin hearing individual rule dockets on Monday.

COMMITTEE
WORK:

Chairman Mortimer read some potential future agenda items to the audience and
asked that the Committee send any of their desired list additions to him directly.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 3:53 pm.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
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AGENDA
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Monday, January 13, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
DOCKET NO.
08-0000-1900F State Board of and State Department of Education,

Page 3

Tracie Bent, Chief
Planning and Policy
Officer, ISBE

DOCKET NO.
55-0000-1900

Division of Career Technical Education, Page 222

Tracie Bent, Chief
Planning and Policy
Officer, ISBE

DOCKET NO.
08-0201-1902

State Board of Education, Page 155

Tracie Bent, Chief
Planning and Policy
Officer, ISBE

DOCKET NO.
08-0202-1903

State Board of Education, Page 193

Tracie Bent, Chief
Planning and Policy
Officer, ISBE

DOCKET NO.
08-0203-1901

State Board of Education, Page 196

Tracie Bent, Chief
Planning and Policy
Officer, ISBE

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Mortimer Sen Woodward Morgan Howard
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Sen Winder Sen Buckner-Webb Phone: 332-1321
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MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Monday, January 13, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog,
Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

Senator Crabtree

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:05 pm. He opened with a reading from the book, A Heap O 'Living Along Life's
Highway, by Edgar A. Guest, the poem "The States."

PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Chairman Mortimer passed the gavel to Vice Chairman Thayn, who explained that
most of the dockets would not be voted on until the Committee had heard the
omnibus rules, which would not be for a week or two. He asked that the Committee
listen to each docket and note to themselves how they would vote in the future.

DOCKET NO.
08-0000-1900F

Tracie Bent, Chief Planning and Policy Officer of Idaho State Board of Education
(Board), explained that the docket contained the sections of the omnibus that
dealt with fees, and assured the Committee that none of the fee processes or
amounts had changed from the previous rules. She explained what chapters the
rule contained, and what fees each rule pertained to.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to approve Docket No. 08-0000-1900F. Chairman
Mortimer seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

DOCKET NO.
55-0000-1900

Ms. Bent introduced Clay Long, Director of the Division of Career Technical
Education. Ms. Bent then explained that the chapters being repealed within the
docket had expired due to their redundancy and outdated purpose. She went on
to explain that the docket contains no rule changes and that any changes in rules
were to be presented as separate dockets. In response to Committee questions,
Ms. Bent said that the hours of business and addresses of the Idaho State
Board of Education were included in the chapter dealing with renewing grants for
agricultural education programs to make them easily accessible to those seeking to
apply for grants.

MOTION: Chairman Mortimer moved to approve Docket No. 55-0000-1900. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

DOCKET NO.
08-0201-1902

Ms. Bent presented the docket and pointed out that the deleted subsections
contained requirements that were no longer up-to-date. She went on that the only
text changes were re-numbers of the other sections in the docket. Ms. Bent
reaffirmed that the deletions were in line with actions taken in the last legislative
session, and that the information required in one of the deleted subsections was
now available in the state report card.

DOCKET NO.
08-0202-1903

Tracie Bent, Chief Planning and Policy Officer of Idaho State Department of
Education (Department), explained that two definitions had been deleted from the
rule, and drew the Committee's attention to a clarifying change of wording.



DOCKET NO.
08-0203-1901

Ms. Bent shared that the Board was incorporating standards for Career Technical
Education into administrative rules. This docket contained the addition of three
sections of standards, and the addition of one section of standards for various
different areas of Career Technical Education.
In response to questions, Ms. Bent explained that the review of these standards
included educators and professionals in the related industries, and that, except for
the computer support standards, the standards had been previously used and
were now being incorporated into rule. The Committee asked about the schedule
of re-approving standards. Ms. Bent responded that the Board and the Division
of Career Technical Education would work on a sensible rotation for reviewing
and approving standards. In response to further questions about the necessity
of the standards, Ms. Bent responded that the standards are critical for student
success; Clay Long, Director of the Division of Career Technical Education, then
came forward and shared with the Committee that students are evaluated to the
standards with both a written test and a practical skills assessment.

PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Vice Chairman Thayn passed the gavel back to Chairman Mortimer.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 3:42 pm.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
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AGENDA
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
DOCKET NO.
08-0113-1901

State Board of Education, Page 148

Tracie Bent, Chief
Planning and Policy
Officer, ISBE

DOCKET NO.
08-0203-1902

State Board of Education, Page 200

Tracie Bent, Chief
Planning and Policy
Officer, ISBE

DOCKET NO.
08-0204-1901

State Board of Education, Page 211

Tracie Bent, Chief
Planning and Policy
Officer, ISBE

DOCKET NO.
55-0103-1901

Division of Career Technical Education, Page 235

Tracie Bent, Chief
Planning and Policy
Officer, ISBE

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.
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MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Tuesday, January 14, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog, Crabtree,
Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:01 p.m.

PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Chairman Mortimer passed the gavel to Vice Chairman Thayn, who reminded
the Committee that none of the rules on the agenda for the day would be voted
on. He asked the Committee to listen closely to the rules and note to themselves
how they planned to vote.
Vice Chairman Thayn shared the story of Palmer Galloway, a high school senior
who took advanced placement, dual credit, and career technical classes.

DOCKET NO.
08-0113-1901

Tracie Bent, Chief Planning and Policy Officer of the State Board of Education
(Board), introduced the docket, which pertains to the Opportunity Scholarship. The
new rule codifies the results of the Board's two-year trial period of the scholarship.
She explained the new definitions within the rule, and explained the process
required for recipients to remain eligible for the scholarship. Ms. Bent explained
the GPA requirements for the scholarship and went on that the additional changes
to the rule included the deletion of the application date, in favor of the Board's
Executive Director to set a more flexible deadline. She also explained that the
scholarship allows adult learner recipients to attend college on a part-time basis,
and the rule sets out monetary amounts for different credit levels. The other
changes to the rule included a six-credit minimum credit hour requirement, the
removal of the requirement for reapplication in favor of transferring eligibility data,
and further technical and continuity changes.
Ms. Bent responded to Committee questions that there is a four-year limit on how
long students can receive the scholarship, with provisions for students to take a
break from classes in the instance of military service or serious medical conditions,
and that only adult learner recipients were required to complete a graduation plan.

DOCKET NO.
08-0203-1902

Ms. Bent explained that the rule contained a provision that data formerly reported
from school districts to the federal government would now be reported to the
Idaho State Department of Education (Department). Ms. Bent explained that the
state uses the federal definition of "chronic absenteeism." Ms. Bent said that she
believed the data was identity-protected, and that she would confirm that with the
Committee.

DOCKET NO.
08-0204-1901

Ms. Bent pointed out where language was added, and that the language addition
was a provision that, with no negative action being taken, charter schools would
remain charter schools until their certificate was renewed. Ms. Bent responded to
a question that if the rule was rejected, the Department would pursue legislation to
achieve the same end.



DOCKET NO.
55-0103-1901

Tracie Bent, Chief Planning and Policy Officer State Board of Education, presented
the docket pertaining to the calculation of funding for career technical schools. She
distributed a handout detailing how the schools would have been funded in the
2018-19 school year under the new methodology laid out in the rule. In the new
methodology, funding will not be distributed under an average daily attendance
calculation, but by the basis of enrollment, by credit hours of concentrator students.
Ms. Bent pointed out the definitions found in the rule, and went on to explain the
various requirements career technical schools must meet to be eligible for this
portion of funding.

DISCUSSION: Ms. Bent responded to Committee questions by detailing the process of making
this rule, and assured the Committee that the Board had included school districts in
the making of the rule. The Committee expressed concern that this funding was
taken all from one pot and divided among the schools, and that if no more money
was added, all the schools would lose funding if a new career technical school
was founded.
Clay Long, Director of the Division of Career Technical Education, explained in
greater detail the changes in the funding formula and agreed with the Committee
that the formula encouraged the completion of a capstone project, as the funding
was based on the number of students in capstone courses. He responded to
Committee questions that career technical schools still had to report their average
daily attendance data to their school districts, as this was how they received their
base school funding. The new formula applied only to the added-cost funding
for career technical schools.

PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Vice Chairman Thayn passed the gavel back to Chairman Mortimer.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 4:09 pm.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

___________________________
Bethany Johnson
Assistant Secretary

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
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AGENDA
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Wednesday, January 15, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
DOCKET NO.
08-0202-1901

Idaho State Department of Education, Page 160
Suicide Prevention in Schools

Marilyn Whitney, Chief
Policy Advisor, Idaho
State Department of
Education

DOCKET NO.
08-0202-1902

Idaho State Department of Education, Page 163
Rules Governing Uniformity

Marilyn Whitney, Chief
Policy Advisor, Idaho
State Department of
Education

DOCKET NO.
08-0203-1903

Idaho State Department of Education, Page 203
Rules Governing Thoroughness

Marilyn Whitney, Chief
Policy Advisor, Idaho
State Department of
Education

DOCKET NO.
30-0101-1900

Idaho Commission for Libraries, Page 214
Rules of the Idaho Commission for Libraries
Governing the Use of Commission Services

Stephanie
Bailey-White, Deputy
State Librarian, Idaho
Commission for
Libraries

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.
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Chairman Mortimer Sen Woodward Morgan Howard
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MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Wednesday, January 15, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog, Crabtree,
Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the meeting of the Senate Education Committee
(Committee) to order at 3:03 p.m.

PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Chairman Mortimer passed the gavel to Vice Chairman Thayn, who reminded the
Committee that except for the final docket, none of the dockets on the agenda
would be voted on.

DOCKET NO.
08-0202-1901

Marilyn Whitney, Chief Policy Advisor for the Idaho State Department of Education
(Department), reminded the Committee of the 2018 legislation requiring that the
Department create rules for training in suicide prevention. Ms. Whitney introduced
Dr. Eric Studebaker, Director of Student Engagement for the Department, to
address the rule.
Dr. Studebaker explained that this rule is intended to further define prevention,
intervention, and postvention in regards to suicide prevention in schools. In
response to Committee questions, Dr. Studebaker stated that the rule defines and
frames the training for these three categories.

DOCKET NO.
08-0202-1902

Ms. Whitney introduced Lisa Colon Durham, Director of Certification and
Professional Standards for the Department, to review the revisions that were
suggested by industry professionals.
Ms. Durham explained those revisions, as well as the documents that
were incorporated-by-reference. Ms. Durham stated that 20 percent of the
incorporated-by-reference requirements have been updated and the majority of
work on them was to eliminate redundancies.
Ms. Durham said that universities require different numbers of credits for teacher
certification and they vary based on endorsements. Ms. Durham commented that
the Department removed five endorsements and explained the requirements for a
major endorsement and a major/minor endorsement.
Ms. Durham then explained the review process for the Department's 11 teacher
preparation programs. Ms. Durham pointed out the revisions made in the
incorporated-by-reference documents. The three definitions removed in the
beginning of the rule were removed because they were not referenced in the rest
of the rules.



In response to Committee questions, Ms. Durham clarified that temporary school
psychologists are required to have a master's degree. With regard to the Idaho
Interim Certificate, it has been moved from one section of the administrative rules to
another. Ms. Durham clarified that interim teachers are allowed to teach courses
and are mentored while they finish their requirements for a full teaching certificate.
She explained the rules for a certified teacher to add another endorsement to their
certificate. In conclusion, she stated that five definitions were removed in the final
portion of the docket.

DOCKET NO.
08-0203-1903

Ms. Whitney affirmed that this rule was created with feedback from the
Superintendent's Assessment Advisory Committee and from industry professionals.
She shared that the majority of public comments on the rule were in support of
the rule. Ms. Whitney said the rule adjusted science standards for students with
significant cognitive impairment and updated the administration of the science
assessment.
Ms. Whitney introduced Karlynn Laraway, Director of Assessment and
Accountability for the Department. Ms. Laraway recapped Ms. Whitney's
comments on the rule and referenced changes made in terminology to make
it uniform throughout the rule.

DOCKET NO.
30-0101-1900

Stephanie Bailey-White, State Librarian and Agency Director for the Commission
of Libraries, explained that each section of the omnibus rule had previously been
reviewed by the legislature. The changes made to section 40 were made to
increase clarity, but the intent of the section remained the same.

MOTION: Chairman Mortimer moved to approve Docket No. 30-0101-1900. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Vice Chairman Thayn passed the gavel back to Chairman Mortimer.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 3:59 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

___________________________
Juanita Budell
Assistant Secretary

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Wednesday, January 15, 2020—Minutes—Page 2



AGENDA
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Thursday, January 16, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER

Gubernatorial
Appointment:

Shawn Keough, Sandpoint, ID appointed to
the State Board of Education to serve a term
commencing September 27, 2019 and expiring
July 1, 2024

Debbie Critchfield,
President, Idaho Sate
Board of Education

RS27256

Professional Studies Program, Repeal

Mike Keckler, Chief
Communications and
Legislative Affairs
Officer, Idaho State
Board of Education

RS27244

Public Records, University Presidents

Mike Keckler, Chief
Communications and
Legislative Affairs
Officer, Idaho State
Board of Education

RS27257

Education Interpreters, Qualifications

Mike Keckler, Chief
Communications and
Legislative Affairs
Officer, Idaho State
Board of Education

Presentation:
Report Card and Comparison Tool

Marilyn Whitney, Chief
Policy Advisor, Idaho
State Department of
Education
Karlynn Laraway,
Director of
Assessment and
Accountability, Idaho
State Department of
Education

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Mortimer Sen Woodward Morgan Howard
Vice Chairman Thayn Sen Lent Room: WW39
Sen Winder Sen Buckner-Webb Phone: 332-1321
Sen Den Hartog Sen Ward-Engelking Email: sedu@senate.idaho.gov
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MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Thursday, January 16, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog,
Crabtree, Woodward, Lent, and Buckner-Webb

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

Senator Ward-Engelking

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to
order at 3:01 p.m.

GUBERNATORIAL
APPOINTMENT:

Debbie Critchfield, President of the Idaho State Board of Education
(Board) introduced former Senator Shawn Keough and listed some of her
accomplishments.
Ms. Keough introduced herself and her husband before expressing her honor
at the appointment. She shared her passion for education and support of public
education, and her gratitude to the public school system. Ms. Keough went on
to detail the benefits of access and inclusion to public schools. She concluded
by expressing her excitement for the work ahead. In response to Committee
questions, Ms. Keough stated that she looked forward to helping guide the
course of public education, and that the education system will always have room
for continual improvement. She also responded to Committee questions that
in a rapidly-changing world, her vision is to ensure that the education system
remains nimble enough to prepare students for the world after school. Ms.
Keough shared that the Board and Legislature need to engage continually in
communicating and marketing the resources that students and parents possess
to ensure student success.

RS 27256 Mike Keckler, Chief of Communications and Legislative Affairs of the Idaho
State Board of Education (Board), explained that the purpose of this RS was to
eliminate the code sections establishing a fund created 37 years ago that had not
been funded for over a decade.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send RS 27256 to print. Senator Buckner-Webb
seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

RS 27244 Mr. Keckler explained that the purpose of the RS was to reduce the number
of publicly announced finalists for presidents of four-year secondary education
institutions. The number of published finalists' names would be reduced from five
to three. Because finalists' names must be published, Mr. Keckler explained
that this change may reduce the cost of transporting candidates to campus, and
may protect the privacy of candidates.

MOTION: Senator Winder moved to send RS 27244 to print. Senator Crabtree seconded
the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.



RS 27257 Mr. Keckler introduced the RS and explained that its purpose was to change
the language of the code setting forth licensing exemptions for educational
interpreters. The change would allow exempted educational interpreters to serve
students who are not in grades K-12, but still fall under the Idaho Code definition
of "school-aged."

MOTION: Senator Lent moved to send RS 27257 to print. Senator Den Hartog seconded
the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

PRESENTATION: Sherri Ybarra, Superintendent of Public Instruction of the Idaho State Department
of Education (Department), thanked the Committee for the opportunity to report
on the state report card and expressed her pride in Idaho's education system's
improvement.
Karlynn Laraway, Director of Assessment and Accountability for the Department,
then showed the Committee how to navigate the Department Report Card tool, as
well as the different uses and future features that the tool will have available for
parents and legislators to access. She mentioned that the report card tool will help
engage parents in the education system. Ms. Laraway responded to Committee
questions that per-pupil expenditure data will be calculated by the school, broken
down into state funds, federal funds, and shared resources within school districts.
She then continued her presentation by sharing her excitement for the additional
information that will be incorporated into the report card in the near future.
Ms. Laraway showed the Committee the Similar Schools Tool, which allows
users to compare schools of similar size. The tool also allows schools to compare
demographics and proficiencies in various subjects. She agreed that the tool
could be improved by showing higher performing schools in certain subject areas
if it was possible to protect student personal data in the process.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned
the meeting at 3:57 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

___________________________
Bethany Johnson
Assistant Secretary

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Thursday, January 16, 2020—Minutes—Page 2



AMENDED AGENDA #1
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Monday, January 20, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER

Presentation: Four-Year University Update
Kevin Satterlee,
President, Idaho State
University

Presentation: Boise State University Update
Dr. Marlene Tromp,
President, Boise State
University

Presentation: Idaho State University Update
Kevin Satterlee,
President, Idaho State
University

Presentation: Lewis-Clark State College Update
Dr. Cynthia
Pemberton, President,
Lewis-Clark State
College

Presentation: University of Idaho Update
C. Scott Green,
President, University
of Idaho

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Mortimer Sen Woodward Morgan Howard
Vice Chairman Thayn Sen Lent Room: WW39
Sen Winder Sen Buckner-Webb Phone: 332-1321
Sen Den Hartog Sen Ward-Engelking Email: sedu@senate.idaho.gov

Sen Crabtree



MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Monday, January 20, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog,
Crabtree, Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Senator Mortimer called the meeting of the Senate Education Committee
(Committee) to order at 3:07 p.m. He opened the meeting by reading the poem
"Fear" from the book A Heap O'Living Along Life's Highway by Edgar A. Guest.

PRESENTATION: Kevin Satterlee, President of Idaho State University (ISU) and chairman of the
President's Leadership Council (Council), Idaho State Board of Education (Board),
explained the new philosophy of the Council. The Council is focused on creating
an ecosystem of institutions to allow synergy and complimentary collaboration
among the institutions (see Attachment 1). He also highlighted the impact that
higher education can have on the lives of its students. Mr. Satterlee impressed
upon the Committee the importance of higher education in Idaho's current job
market, as well as the importance of cybersecurity in today's technological world.
In response to Committee questions, Mr. Satterlee said that the faculty of ISU
had worked enthusiastically with the faculty of the other universities.

PRESENTATION: Dr. Marlene Tromp, President, Boise State University (BSU), responded to the
Committee's questions by sharing that the faculty of BSU were very open to trying
new tactics to serve the community and their students. Dr. Tromp shared the
ways that BSU serves their students with different learning options, as well as the
commitment to prepare students for industry.

PRESENTATION: Mr. Satterlee explained ISU's commitment regarding: affordability, preparing
students for high-paying jobs, retention, recruitment, student success, and
efficiency.

PRESENTATION: Dr. Cynthia Pemberton, President, Lewis-Clark State College (LCSC), shared
LCSC's focus on preparing students to learn, grow, and change with their
industries. Dr. Pemberton also explained LCSC's commitment to experiential
learning, which is required in all the programs. Over 23,000 people living in
the Lewis-Clark Valley have received training or education at LCSC. She also
shared the rates of retention, graduation, positive placement, and debt of students
at LCSC. In response to Committee questions, Dr. Pemberton said that she
believed that 80 percent of the Idaho-based students were on the honor roll
because of the high degree of support provided by the small class sizes at LCSC.
In 2018,102 high school students were involved in dual credit career technical
education courses.



PRESENTATION: C. Scott Green, President, University of Idaho (UI), shared the new developments
and achievements of the past year at UI. He highlighted the successes of the
extension program, the post-graduate researchers, and the scholarship programs.
Dr. Green indicated that the coming research dairy, which will be the world's
largest research dairy farm once completed, was an exciting new development at
UI. He also addressed strategies to deal with the budget shortfall.

DISCUSSION: The Committee posed questions to all the presenters from the Universities. Mr.
Satterlee responded that there is a greater focus at ISU on junior and senior-level
courses due to the rising prevalence of dual credit classes. Dr. Tromp stated that
BSU is focusing on delivering education for the technology-savvy students of
today. Dr. Pemberton agreed that there is a need to serve students with greater
degrees of flexibility. Dr. Green shared that UI currently has 1,950 dual credit
students and that online offerings are essential to students in the coming years.
Dr. Green also responded to concerns about budget cuts and tuition freeze and
said they created many challenges for staffing and counseling. They are focusing
on providing career counseling and finding efficiencies to help reduce budget
needs. Dr. Pemberton stated that while UI and LCSC deal with very different
amounts of money, LCSC will need to take similar steps.
Dr. Tromp responded to questions about enrollment stagnation. BSU was seeing
great amounts of enrollment growth, though the costs of delivering an education
have increased. Mr. Satterlee addressed ISU's declining enrollment over the
past several years and shared that ISU is working on improving their image,
recruitment, and marketing, as well as actively working on improving retention
rates.
Dr. Pemberton responded to the question that data belies the public's idea
that college is too expensive to be worth the time and money. She shared her
belief that the social attitude surrounding the value of college needs to change.
Dr. Pemberton stated that LCSC's enrollment is on the rise and that they are
focused on improving efficiencies of budget spending. Dr. Green responded
that UI is addressing stagnating go-on rates by communicating to students that
a college degree offers higher-paying and more interesting careers than a high
school diploma.
Chairman Mortimer asked the presenters to have their support staff stand and
introduce themselves. Chairman Mortimer expressed his thanks to the university
presidents for their service to the state and students.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned
the meeting at 4:26 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

___________________________
Juanita Budell
Assistant Secretary
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Education for Life

HIGHER EDUCATION
Helping All of Idaho Thrive

Attachment 1



NEW COLLABORATION
Working together to serve Idaho

Identifying shared priorities that respond 

to the needs of our communities, the 

state and the region.



NEW VALUE OF HIGHER ED
We want Idaho to thrive

We are striving to efficiently and effectively provide 

Idahoans access to education, research, professional 

development, and service programs that equip each 

individual to advance their community.

Idaho has the 8th lowest in-state tuition in the country.

Efficiently: Value of degree.

Effectively: Time to degree attainment.

Equip: Employability and contributing to the community.



QUALITY OF LIFE
For Idaho families and communities

College and university education yield:

● Increased earning potential.

● Increased time spent with families.

● Increased investment in volunteering and philanthropy.

● Greater employment and business opportunities.

● Increased economic activity and contribution.

● Positive impacts from these individual outcomes at the 

community level.



NIMBLENESS
Equals opportunity and success

*Institute for the Future

Idaho Department of Labor

● Colleges and universities are responsive to the changing 

needs of the economy.

○ 85% of jobs in 2030 don't yet exist *, and a 

college degree prepares you to be adaptable.

○ Individuals will change jobs on average 

5 times during their career.

● Nimbleness derived from higher education increases 

resiliency in economic downturns and promotes 

individual and community success.

https://www.delltechnologies.com/content/dam/delltechnologies/assets/perspectives/2030/pdf/SR1940_IFTFforDellTechnologies_Human-Machine_070517_readerhigh-res.pdf
https://lmi.idaho.gov/Portals/0/2019/WorkforceTrends/StateofIdahoProfile.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/economy/making-sense/how-colleges-are-preparing-students-for-jobs-that-dont-exist-yet


DRIVING THE FUTURE
Fueling Idaho’s workforce

● Idaho colleges and universities are preparing people for 

the state’s “Hot Jobs,” 90% of which require higher education.

● Higher education is key to advancing these jobs in the state.

● Our graduates are critical to building the workforce for the top 

private employers in the state.

Idaho Department of Labor

https://www.labor.idaho.gov/dnn/Portals/0/Publications/hotjobs.pdf


EMPLOYABILITY
Idaho’s “Hot Jobs” 2016-2026

Registered Nurse

Software Developers/Applications

Nurse Practitioners

Physician Assistants

Information Security Analysts

Industrial Machinery Mechanics

Research Analysts and Marketing Specialists

Pharmacists

Physical Therapists

Loan Officers

Bachelor’s degree

Bachelor’s degree

Master’s degree

Master’s degree

Bachelor’s degree

High school diploma or equivalent

Bachelor’s degree

Doctoral or professional degree

Doctoral or professional degree

Bachelor’s degree

$62,190

$79,360

$96,080

$94,050

$87,260

$51,120

$50,400

$118,250

$76,430

$54,350

0-$25k $25k-$50k $50k-$75k $75k-$100k+

Median Salary Levels

Profession Degree Requirements Median Salary Institutions offering programs 

Idaho Department of Labor 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

https://www.labor.idaho.gov/dnn/Portals/0/Publications/hotjobs.pdf


EMPLOYABILITY
Idaho’s “Hot Jobs” 2016-2026

Respiratory Therapists

Healthcare Social Workers

Industrial Engineers

Occupational Therapists

Management Analysts

Accountants and Auditors

Diagnostic Medical Sonographers

Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers

Cost Estimators

Radiological Technologists

Associate or  Bachelor’s degree

Bachelor’s degree

Bachelor’s degree

Master’s degree

Bachelor’s degree

Bachelor’s degree

Bachelor’s degree

High school diploma or equivalent

Bachelor’s degree

Associate degree

$55,070

$53,360

$90,290

$74,280

$63,840

$61,450

$70,710

$38,130

$53,480

$52,570

0-$25k $25k-$50k $50k-$75k $75k-$100k+

Median Salary Levels

Profession Degree Requirements Median Salary Institutions offering programs 

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20



HOW WE SERVE IDAHO 
Cybersecurity Career Outlook

Information Security 

Analysts

Entry Level Salary: $46,500

Typical Salary: $86,590

Experienced Salary: $133,460

Job Growth: Average

Computer and Information 

Systems Managers

Entry Level Salary: $55,520

Typical Salary: $102,910

Experienced Salary: $156,550

Job Growth: High

Computer Network 

Architects

Entry Level Salary: $60,310 

Typical Salary: $111,130

Experienced Salary: $164,280 

Job Growth: Average

Computer Occupations, 

All Other

Entry Level Salary: $45,250

Typical Salary: $80,610

Experienced Salary: $118,340 

Job Growth: High

Computer Systems 

Analysts

Entry Level Salary: $46,950

Typical Salary: $78,550

Experienced Salary: $110,420 

Job Growth: High

Database Administrators

Entry Level Salary: $23,320

Typical Salary: $69,280

Experienced Salary: $122,640 

Job Growth: Average

Network and Computer 

Systems Administrators

Entry Level Salary: $38,720

Typical Salary: $66,930

Experienced Salary: $102,270 

Job Growth: High

Career Outlook in Idaho for Bachelor’s Degree (4 years) Programs: 

Idaho Department of Labor Jobscape

We have identified cybersecurity as a shared priority for higher education in Idaho. There 

are many pathways individuals can take to begin or advance their career. All of our 4-year 

institutions offer bachelor’s degrees to prepare individuals for a career in cybersecurity.

https://www2.labor.idaho.gov/JobScape/Occupations?search=cyber&page=3&area=000000


DUAL CREDIT
Students served

166%

387%

69%

108%
115% 116%

100%

200%

300%

143%

Since College of Eastern Idaho established dual 

credits, they have experienced growth to 359 

enrolled students.

Advanced credit (Dual Credit, AP, and CLEP):

● Increases student success.

● Reduces time to degree.

● Decreases cost.

● 26,240 statewide total dual credit 

student enrollment in 2018-19.

● 114% statewide unduplicated student 

enrollment growth from 2014-15 to      

2018-19.

● New statewide acceptance of 

AP credit and CLEP exams.

Dual Credit Student Enrollment Growth 2013-14 to 2018-19



RETURN ON INVESTMENT
The power of partnership

Idaho Global Entrepreneurial Mission FY18 Annual Report

Idaho SBOE The Economic Impact of Public Universities

Higher Education Research Council (HERC)

$2 million invested to support infrastructure and advance key capacities at 

Idaho’s research universities that foster expertise, products and service 

resulting in state economic growth.

Center for Advanced Energy Studies (CAES)

$2 million invested to leverage partnerships between Idaho’s three public 

research universities, the University of Wyoming and the Idaho National 

Laboratory (INL) to fund advanced energy projects and initiatives.

Economic Impact for Idaho

The overall impact of Idaho public universities on the state business community 

during FY 2013-14 amounted to $3.3 billion in Gross State Product (GSP).

https://commerce.idaho.gov/content/uploads/2018/01/IDOC_IGEM_2018_Web.pdf
https://boardofed.idaho.gov/resources/the-economic-value-of-idaho-public-universities/


RETURN ON INVESTMENT
Collective impact

Idaho SBOE: The Economic Impact of Public Universities

Gross State Product (GSP) Jobs Based on Income

Based on a study released in 2015.

https://boardofed.idaho.gov/resources/the-economic-value-of-idaho-public-universities/


RETURN ON INVESTMENT
Individual impact

Annual income by education level 

at career midpoint in Idaho

Annual income

Idaho SBOE The Economic Impact of Public Universities

College graduates earn 

$1 million more than 

high school graduates 

over their lifetime.

Georgetown University Center on 

Education and the Workforce.

$1
million

https://boardofed.idaho.gov/resources/the-economic-value-of-idaho-public-universities/


SHARED PRIORITIES
Value of higher education in Idaho

● Cybersecurity

● Utilizing dual enrollment

● Impacting the go-on rate

● Research collaboration

● Systemwide efficiencies

● Sharing systemwide best 

practices for student success

● Stabilize funding



IN PARTNERSHIP
With you, for all of Idaho



BOISE STATE  
Impact

● Top 50 in the U.S. for innovation,                   

ahead of University of Washington,              

Northwestern University, and Texas A&M University*

● Top 10 Public Universities on the Rise**

● 26,272 Total Enrollment

○ 16,898 Undergraduate 

○ 2,927 Graduate

○ 5,781 Early College/ Dual-credit

○ 666 Other Non-degree Seeking and Audit Only

● 25% increase in Research Awards

● $41.4 million Total Research and Development 

Expenditures

● Economic impact of $1.9 billion

● New Facilities to serve the state and our students

○ Center for the Visual Arts

○ Micron Center for Materials Research*U.S. News and World Report

**College Gazette

https://www.usnews.com/best-colleges/rankings/national-universities/innovative
https://collegegazette.com/top-10-public-universities-on-the-rise/2/


BOISE STATE  
Our trajectory

We continue to graduate an increasing number of students 

who are impacting the state’s economy.

● 57% increase over the last ten years in graduates.

● Nearly 50% of all bachelor’s degrees from public 

institutions in Idaho are awarded by Boise State.

● Advance the research mission of 

the university.

● Pursue innovative strategies in 

teaching, research, and service.

● Serve rural Idaho students.

● Enhance and foster pathbreaking 

interdisciplinarity. 

● Increase the success of our 

students, faculty, and staff.



IDAHO STATE 
At a glance

● 89% Idaho Residents

● 12,847 Total Enrollment

○ 2,057 Graduate

○ 10,790 Undergraduate

● 3,373 Early College Students

● Idaho’s only tuition lock program

● 338 Military-connected Students

● 18 of 20 Idaho Hot Jobs available at Idaho State

● 43% are Pell eligible (require financial assistance)

● 24% First-Generation College Students

● $14M in scholarships awarded annually



IDAHO STATE 
Our path forward

Address Retention and Recruitment: Commit to removing 

barriers to student success to ensure degree completion, while 

improving the go-on rate in Southeast Idaho.

Promote Identity and Culture: Develop an institutional identity 

that attracts students and fosters a student-centric approach.

Focus on Relationships: Build strong relationships with 

industry, creating a pipeline to employment upon graduation.

Efficiency and Effectiveness: Explore operational and 

structural efficiencies while focusing resources to support the 

core mission of education. 



LC STATE  
How we serve

Preparing students to become successful leaders, engaged 

citizens, and lifelong learners.

Uniquely positioned to support Idaho’s Goals

● GED to Bachelor’s

● Partnerships: transfer in/out

● High value affordability

● CTE expansion for industry support

● 100% of programs have hands-on component

● Workforce Training (3,691 students, 461 classes in 2019)

● Community Education    



LC STATE  
Who we serve

Idaho’s small college “private school” experience at a public 

school price.

Student Body

● 80% Idaho residents

○ Students from nearly every county

○ Represent 80.5% of total honor roll

● 66% stay in Idaho after graduation

○ Over 23,000 individuals in the current LC valley 

workforce have received some form of educational 

training at LC State (LC State Economic Impact Study)

● 76% first generation

○ Represent 65% of total honor roll

● 49% low income (Pell eligible)



LC STATE  
How we’re doing

● A record 653 bachelor’s degrees awarded in 2019

○ Second largest graduating class in school history

● Graduation rate rose from 28% to 40%

● Retention rate rose from 57% to 63%

● Positive Placement Rates:

○ 97% Academic programs

○ 92% CTE programs

● Affordable tuition:

○ In-state tuition: $6,982 / Average scholarships 

and aid for first-time, full-time: $5,632

○ Average student debt $18,379 / Idaho average 

$26,675 (idahoednews.org)

“LC State was the best and 

most affordable option for 

me, with awesome people 

to help me find the correct 

career pathway. People at 

LC State care about you 

and how you are doing. 

That is a game-changer 

when it comes to attending 

college.” 

– Sophomore 

Treana Hanson



● U.S. News Top 100 Public University &                

“Best Value School”

○ For academic quality and net cost of attendance.

● Scholarship Support

○ More than $30 million in scholarships and waivers 

offered annually to defray college costs.

● Our Vandal Promise

○ Donor-funded $5,000 need-based awards to close 

the funding gap most students face in attendance 

costs. More than 50 students are set to benefit next 

fall.

● Return on Investment

○ Median mid-career salary of $97,700 for University 

of Idaho graduates. 

A ‘BEST VALUE’ FOR STUDENTS
Career-ready education



IDAHO’S LAND-GRANT UNIVERSITY
Service throughout the Gem State 

Statewide Impact

● Service to every county from our Moscow campus, 

educational centers in Boise, Coeur d’Alene and Idaho 

Falls, nine research and Extension centers, Extension 

offices in 42 counties.

Economic Impact

● Benefits total $1.1 billion annually. Partnerships with 

federal and state agencies and the natural resource 

industries of the state are an $8 billion enterprise.

Healing Impact

● Idaho WWAMI is the state’s only M.D. program. Project 

ECHO connects healthcare providers through virtual 

clinics that improve patient outcomes.



UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO
Strategic priorities 

Supporting Student Success

● Ensuring more students can attend, persist and graduate 

with little or no debt and are career-ready.

● 72% of students are from Idaho; about one-third are first-

generation college students.

Stabilizing and Growing Our Research Enterprise

● Strategic research growth – $115 million-plus last year –

meets the needs of Idaho, helps crops prosper, protects us 

from cyberattacks and improves our health.

Telling Our Story

● Marketing investments (billboards, bus wraps, digital media, 

TV, grain bins) show our impact to more people across the 

state.

Addressing our Budget Challenges



AGENDA
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Tuesday, January 21, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
Minutes
Approval:

Minutes from January 8, 2020 Senator Woodward
and Senator Den
Hartog

Presentation: STEM Update Dr. Angela
Hemingway, Executive
Director, Idaho STEM
Action Center

Presentation: Next Steps and College and Career Advising Sara Scudder, Career
Information Senior
Program Manage,
Idaho State Board of
Education

Presentation: Enrollment Report Tracie Bent, Chief
Planning and Policy
Officer, Idaho State
Board of Education
Marilyn Whitney, Chief
Policy Advisor, Idaho
State Department of
Education

Gubernatorial
Appointment
Vote:

Shawn Keough, Sandpoint, ID appointed to the
State Board of Education

Chairman Dean
Mortimer

RS27404C1 Flex School Schedules, Elementary Vice Chairman Steven
Thayn

RS27402 Civics Requirement, Course Senator Jim Patrick
Kate Haas, Kestrel
West

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Mortimer Sen Woodward Morgan Howard
Vice Chairman Thayn Sen Lent Room: WW39
Sen Winder Sen Buckner-Webb Phone: 332-1321
Sen Den Hartog Sen Ward-Engelking Email: sedu@senate.idaho.gov

Sen Crabtree

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/rs
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/rs


MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Tuesday, January 21, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog,
Crabtree, Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then
be located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee)
to order at 3:00 p.m.

PRESENTATION: Dr. Angela Hemingway, Executive Director of the Idaho Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math (STEM) Action Center (Center), shared that STEM job
needs are growing much more rapidly than non-STEM jobs. She also shared
that a large portion of Center funding serves rural communities and that the
skills taught at the Center are directly translatable into career skills. She shared
the Center's goals and how they align with the White House STEM Strategic
Plan. Dr. Hemingway told the Committee how their budget is spent. She went
on to tell the Committee about the various programs the Center has in place
for educators. She mentioned that the Center is having issues with tracking
students who are eligible for a STEM diploma, and assured the Committee that
the Center will be working with the Idaho State Board of Education (Board) to
define eligibility for the STEM diploma. She went on to share that, for fiscal year
2020, the Center has already nearly reached their $1 million fundraising goal.
She also shared several of the Center's other achievements. Dr. Hemingway
concluded by inviting the Committee to the multiple upcoming STEM events
and competitions (see Attachment 1).
In response to Committee questions, Dr. Hemingway said that if the Center
had more ongoing funding, it would be able to extend STEM learning
opportunities to more individuals.

PRESENTATION: Sara Scudder, Career Information Senior Program Manager for the Idaho
State Board of Education (Board), introduced herself and Byron Yankey,
College and Career Advising Program Manager for the Board. Mr. Yankey
showed the Next Steps website to the Committee and displayed the current and
upcoming features of the website. Ms. Scudder explained how the website
can help students who are not planning to attend college to have a clear plan
for success through the military, apprenticeships, or entering the workforce. Mr.
Yankey shared some of the programs that Next Steps is using to encourage
students to apply for college (see Attachment 2).

DISCUSSION: Mr. Yankey responded to Committee questions that the rapidly changing
workforce creates a requirement for the Next Step program to expand. Ms.
Scudder responded to Committee questions by detailing the wide utilization of
the Career Information Program's resources. Mr. Yankey shared the expansion
and success of the College and Career Advising program over the past few
years. He then agreed with Committee comments that the program has a long
way to go in order to meet the needs of all of the students of Idaho.



PRESENTATION: Debbie Critchfield, President of the Idaho State Board of Education (Board),
presented on behalf of Tracie Bent of the Board and Marilyn Whitney of
the Idaho State Department of Education (Department) and reminded the
Committee that the Legislature mandated that the Board and the Department
come up with an enrollment data collection process. She shared that the Board
and Department had been unable to find an all-encompassing definition of a
course for enrollment purposes. Superintendent Sherri Ybarra introduced
Tim Hill, Associate Deputy Superintendent of Public School Finance for
the Department, and Christopher Campbell, Chief Technology Officer of
Technology Services for the Department. Mr. Hill presented the method for
gathering enrollment data from the state's school districts. He proceeded to
show the Data Transparency Tool to the Committee and explain how school
administrators could use it to understand how the data they submitted to the
Department was utilized.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Woodward moved to approve the Minutes of January 13, 2020.
Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

GUBERNATORIAL
APPOINTMENT:

Vice Chairman Thayn moved to send the Gubernatorial appointment of Shawn
Keough to the State Board of Education to the floor with recommendation that
she be confirmed by the Senate. Senator Buckner-Webb seconded the
motion. The motion passed by voice vote. Senator Woodward agreed to
sponsor the appointment on the floor.

RS 27404C1 AND
RS 27402

Chairman Mortimer told the Committee that RS 27404C1 and RS 27402 were
before the Committee.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send RS 27404C1 and RS 27402 to print. Vice
Chairman Thayn seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned
the meeting at 4:57 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Tuesday, January 21, 2020—Minutes—Page 2



Senate Education Committee Presentation 

Dr. Angela Hemingway

January 21, 2020

Attachment 1



STEM and Idaho’s Economy





21st Century 
Skill Development 



• Idaho Code 67-823: STEM Action Center

• Idaho Code 33-1633: Computer Science 
Initiative

• Idaho Code 67-824: STEM Education Fund

• Idaho Code 33-4701: STEM School Designation

• Idaho Code 33-523: STEM Diploma

• Idaho Code 33-1634: Computer Science for All

• Idaho Code 63-3029A: STEM AC as an Idaho 
Education Tax Credit

Idaho STEM Statutes 

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title67/t67ch8/sect67-823/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title33/t33ch16/sect33-1633/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title67/t67ch8/sect67-824/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title33/t33ch47/sect33-4701/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title33/t33ch5/sect33-523/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title33/t33ch16/sect33-1634/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title63/t63ch30/sect63-3029a/


STEM Action Center Board

Dr. Dave Hill / Chair
State Board of 

Education Member

Tim McMurtrey
Deputy Superintendent of 

Operations, 

State Department of 

Education

Dee Mooney / Vice Chair
Executive Director, 

Micron Foundation

Jake Reynolds
Business Development & 

Operations Administrator, 

Idaho Department of Commerce

Wendi Secrist
Director, 

Idaho Department of 

Labor

Jennifer Jackson
Public Affairs and 

Strategic Initiatives, 

Idaho National Laboratory

Paul Casey
Director Research and 

Development,

Chobani

Jeff Rosser
Director of Continuous 

Improvement, 

Hecla Mining



Idaho STEM Action Center

Engineering innovative 
opportunities for educators, 
students, communities, and 

industry to build a competitive 
Idaho workforce and economy 
through STEM and computer 

science education.

A diverse, equitable, thriving 
ecosystem for a prosperous, 

STEM-literate Idaho



3. Increase awareness of 
the importance of STEM 
throughout Idaho 

1. Advance equitable access to high-quality 
STEM+CS opportunities for educators, students, 
and communities

2. Align education and workforce 
needs throughout Idaho

STEM AC Strategic Goals



• Support high-quality STEM and CS professional development for 
educators

• Distribute grants to students, educators, and communities

• Engage industry to support STEM/CS educational outcomes

• Support student STEM and CS competitions

• Serve as a resource center for instructional materials and best 
practices

• Identify and recognize high-quality STEM Schools

• Increase awareness of Idaho’s STEM Diploma

• Work well with other agencies and partners!

As Legislated in Idaho Code 
(§67-823, §33-1633, §33-4701, §33-1634, and §33-523)



Goals:

•Build strong foundations for STEM literacy

•Increase diversity, equity, and inclusion in STEM

•Prepare the STEM workforce for the future

Pathways:

•Develop and enrich strategic partnerships

•Engage students where disciplines converge

•Build computational literacy

White House STEM Strategic Plan 
Dec. 2018 - 2023



65 STEM Ecosystem Stakeholders

• Higher Education: BSU, UI, ISU, CWI, CSI, CEI, NIC

• K12 Education: Superintendent, Principal, Teacher, Coach

• Partners in Equity: Tribal and Hispanic Education

• Out-of-School Educators: libraries, museums, makerspace, 

afterschool programs, early learning

• Industry Partners: Micron, INL, Chobani, Hecla, ITC, IBE, St. 

Luke’s, SEL, Vynyl

• State Agency Partners: OSBE, SDE, CTE, WDC, IPTV, ICfL, 

ICfA, ISHS, IDLA, Military, Dept. of Commerce

• Legislators and the Governor’s Office



Intended Ecosystem 
Meeting Outcomes

• Developed a shared understanding of the importance of 

the STEM ecosystem approach

• Crafted shared aspirations, priorities, and indicators of 

success for Idaho STEM Ecosystem 

• Identified of constraints that stand in the way of success

• Developed an outline of action plan for Idaho, including 

identification of work groups, general governance structure, 

and timeline





FY19 – Actual
FY20 – Proposed

(July 2019)

GOAL 1 ACCESS: STEM+CS Grants 12% 7%

GOAL 1 ACCESS: STEM+CS Professional 
Development

26% 27%

GOAL 2 ALIGNMENT: Competitions, 
Externships, Partnerships, Sponsorships, 
Mentorships, STEM Schools, Research

42% 45%

GOAL 3 AWARENESS: 
Outreach/Awareness Activities

5% 11%

Operating Expenses (rent, office, IT, 
supplies, software, contracts, travel, 
conferences)

14% 9%

Budget Analysis by Goal (FY19 & FY20)



Our Opportunities –
STEM.Idaho.gov/apply  

• Goal 1: Equitable access
High-quality Professional 
Development

– i-STEM 

– STEM Leadership Training

• Goal 2: Align education 
and workforce

– Teacher Externships 

• Goal 3: Increase 
Awareness

– Invite to upcoming STEM 
events

https://stem.idaho.gov/apply/


Goal 1 Access:
($1.2M, 27% budget)  

• i-STEM Summer 
Institutes in six regions 
with SDE and industry

– Cost: $500,000

– Partnerships: 
$158,000

• STEM Leadership 
Training with OSBE 

– Cost: $120,000

– Partnerships: 
$100,000

https://stem.idaho.gov/apply/i-stem/
https://stem.idaho.gov/apply/educurious-leadership/


• Teachers worked 5 weeks in Idaho 
businesses

• Total Cost = $80,000
• WDC Grant = $55,000
• Idaho Power = $2,500
• At least 27 businesses asking for 

externs for summer 2020

Goal 2: Align STEM education and workforce 
Teacher Externships 

https://stem.idaho.gov/apply/stem-externships/


STEM Designated School (§33-4701)
2019 – 2023 
Cost: $40,000

• Barbara Morgan STEM Academy, K-5, West Ada

• Bingham Academy, 9-12, Blackfoot

• Galileo STEM Academy, K-8, West Ada

• Temple View Elementary, PK-6, Idaho Falls 



Current Applicants for Designation
2020 - 2024

• Southside Elementary, K-6, Lake Pend Oreille District

• N. Idaho STEM Charter Academy, K-12, Rathdrum

STEM Diploma 
(§33-523)



• State and National Competition Travel

• Regional Idaho Science and Engineering Fairs

• IDX – 3D Fabrication Middle School Competition

• Robotics: FIRST, VEX, Botball

• Congressional App Challenge

• MakerMinded

• eCybermission

• Invent Idaho

• Future Cities

• Science Olympiad

• Science Bowl

Goal 2: Align STEM education and workforce 
Student Competitions 

(Cost: $120,000 + $136,000 industry)



GOAL 2: Align STEM education & workforce

Funds Raised in FY20 $965,000

• Idaho National Laboratory $113,000

• Micron Technology Foundation $112,000

• Battelle $63,000

• JR Simplot Company Foundation $50,000

• Laura Moore Cunningham Foundation $50,000

• Dutch Bros. $32,000

• Citizen Schools $26,000

• Power Foundation $26,000

• J.A. & Kathryn Albertson Foundation $25,000 



$1.65M

Includes grant reviewers, competition judges, 
training room space, mentors, industry partnerships, 

and media coverage

Total In-Kind Donations, FY20



2nd in the Nation in 
Computer Science!

• Idaho offers CS to 
preservice teachers.

• Idaho requires all 
secondary schools 
offer CS (§33-1634). 

• Idaho allows CS to 
count as a graduation 
requirement. 

• Idaho allows CS to 
count as an admission 
requirement at higher 
education.

• Idaho has a state plan and K-
12 CS standards.

• Idaho has allocated PD 
funding.

• Idaho has certification 
pathways for teachers.

• Idaho has a CS position.



STEM Resources Portal through IDLA
https://resources.stem.idaho.gov/

https://resources.stem.idaho.gov/


What We Know

Students

• 83% want to study 
STEM in post-secondary

• 95% say STEM is fun!

Parents

• 92% believe their 
community should 
invest more in STEM

• 99% would like their 
child to pursue a STEM 
career

• 98% want their child 
to have access to a 
mentor



Mentorship Platform through IDLA

One of the most powerful tools for retention of 

students in STEM is having a strong mentor!

https://mentorship.stem.idaho.gov/

Available NOW! 
Populated with 500 teachers and 150 mentors

https://mentorship.stem.idaho.gov/##


Performance Report Metrics

GOAL 3: Increase awareness of 
the importance of STEM 

Data Map Link

FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19

Student

Engagements
10,428 204,000 406,239 442,318

Educators 

Interactions
1,200 4,800 12,633 35,768

Community STEM 

Events
45 140 143 288

Cash $72,000 $205,000 $750,500 $1,346,800

In-Kind Donations Did not track $662,000 $1,787,400 $4,446,500

Strategic Plan

https://stem.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/STEM-Action-Center-Perf-Report-FY19.pdf
http://idaho.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=bdd523126ade4d978d340def28f4667d
https://stem.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/STEM_AC_Strategic_Plan_FINAL-V3.pdf


ISEF (3 Regions) 

BSU
Mar. 6, 2020

FIRST Robotics

Ford Idaho Center
Mar. 26-28, 2020

STEM on the Blue
April 24, 2020

Goal 3: Increase Awareness: 
Upcoming STEM AC Events

https://stem.idaho.gov/isef/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0IrF4o06AaU&feature=youtu.be




Contact Information

Dr. Angela Hemingway

-Executive Director

-STEM Action Center 

-Executive Office of the Governor

Phone: 208-332-1726

Email: 
Angela.Hemingway@STEM.Idaho.gov

mailto:Angela.Hemingway@STEM.Idaho.gov
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AMENDED AGENDA #1
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Wednesday, January 22, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
Presentation: Idaho Parent Teacher Association Update Erin McCandless,

President, Idaho
Parent Teacher
Association

Presentation: Community Colleges Update Mark Browning,
Vice President,
Communications
and Government
Relations, College of
Western Idaho

Presentation: College of Southern Idaho Update Dr. Jeff Fox,
President, College
of Southern Idaho

Presentation: College of Western Idaho Update Dr. Bert Glandon,
President, College of
Western Idaho

Presentation: College of Eastern Idaho Update Dr. Rick Aman,
President, College
of Eastern Idaho

Presentation: North Idaho College Update Dr. Rick MacLennan,
President, North Idaho
College

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Mortimer Sen Woodward Morgan Howard
Vice Chairman Thayn Sen Lent Room: WW39
Sen Winder Sen Buckner-Webb Phone: 332-1321
Sen Den Hartog Sen Ward-Engelking Email: sedu@senate.idaho.gov

Sen Crabtree



MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Wednesday, January 22, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog,
Crabtree, Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then
be located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee)
to order at 3:06 p.m.

PRESENTATION: Erin McCandless, President of the Idaho Parent Teacher Association (PTA),
introduced the Idaho PTA Board of Directors and gave an overview of the
history and mission of the Idaho PTA. The Idaho PTA is celebrating their 115th
anniversary this year. Ms. McCandless also shared a brief update of the PTA's
achievements and activities for the past year. Ms. McCandless responded to
Committee questions that PTA has participated in curriculum selection in West
Ada School District and that Idaho PTA is actively involved in helping cover
over-drafted lunch accounts in their school districts.

INTRODUCTIONS: Chairman Mortimer allowed Mark Browning of the College of Western Idaho
(CWI) to remain seated and refrain from giving remarks. He invited the
representatives from the community colleges to stand and introduce themselves
and their respective staff (see Attachment 1).

PRESENTATION: Dr. Jeff Fox, President of the College of Southern Idaho (CSI), outlined the new
collaboration between the community colleges and four-year institutions and
gave an overview of the goals of community colleges and the collaboration. He
shared how the community colleges impact the communities they are located
in. He then gave a detailed overview of CSI's achievements of the past year.

PRESENTATION: Dr. Rick Aman, President of the College of Eastern Idaho (CEI), shared the
main focuses of CEI with the Committee. He shared that CEI focuses on
transferring sophomores to four-year universities as juniors with as little debt
as possible while still having all the qualifications of a third-year student at a
four-year university. He included that CEI focuses on training students to be
able to perform the skills needed in the workforce.

PRESENTATION: Dr. Bert Glandon, President of CWI, began his presentation by announcing Dr.
Fox's upcoming retirement and thanking him for his years of service. He then
outlined CWI's new developments of the past year, including a new fire training
and safety training. He also shared how employers and CWI are working
together to make sure students graduating from college are ready to work.

PRESENTATION: Chris Martin, Vice President of North Idaho College (NIC), told the Committee
that NIC's president, Dr. Rick MacLennan, sent his regrets for being unable
to present. He then presented NIC's achievements in math remediation,
enrollment, and student experiences. He also shared NIC's focus on
entrepreneurship and innovation.



DISCUSSION: In response to Committee questions, the presenters shared how their
respective institutions approach the heavy workload and limited budget that
their goals require. Chris Bragg, Associate Dean of Institutional Effectiveness
of CSI, responded to Committee questions that, while they don't know why
students do not go on to higher education, they are working to bring more of
these students into the fold. He also shared that roughly 40 percent of high
school students coming to institutions require math or English remediation. The
four presenters then shared how their respective institutions are responding to
reduced state funding.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned
the meeting at 4:29 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

___________________________
Bethany Johnson
Assistant Secretary

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Wednesday, January 22, 2020—Minutes—Page 2



Education for Life

HIGHER EDUCATION
Helping All of Idaho Thrive
Community Colleges

Attachment 1



NEW COLLABORATION
Working together to serve Idaho

Identifying shared priorities that respond 
to the needs of our communities, the 
state, and the region.



NEW VALUE OF HIGHER ED
We want Idaho to thrive

We are striving to effectively and efficiently provide 
Idahoans access to education, professional development, 
and service programs that equip them to advance their 
communities.

Effectively: High value of degree, credential, or workforce training

Efficiently: Rapid time to degree attainment

Equip: Immediate employability and contribution to the community



QUALITY OF LIFE
For Idaho families and communities
Community College education yields:
● Increased earning potential
● Increased time spent with families
● Increased investment in volunteering and 

philanthropy
● Greater employment and business opportunities
● Increased economic activity and contribution
● Positive impacts from these individual outcomes at 

the community level



AGILITY
Equals opportunity and success

*Institute for the Future
**Idaho Department of Labor

● Higher education is responsive to the changing needs of the economy.
○ 85% of jobs in 2030 don't yet exist*, and a college degree prepares 

students to be adaptable.
○ Individuals will change jobs on average 5 times during their career.

● Agility derived from higher education increases resiliency in economic downturns 
and promotes individual and community success.
○ CWI: Western States CAT Training
○ CSI: Food Production and Processing
○ NIC: Aerospace Industry
○ CEI: Idaho National Laboratory (INL)

https://www.delltechnologies.com/content/dam/delltechnologies/assets/perspectives/2030/pdf/SR1940_IFTFforDellTechnologies_Human-Machine_070517_readerhigh-res.pdf
https://lmi.idaho.gov/Portals/0/2019/WorkforceTrends/StateofIdahoProfile.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/economy/making-sense/how-colleges-are-preparing-students-for-jobs-that-dont-exist-yet


DRIVING THE FUTURE
Fueling Idaho’s workforce
● Idaho community colleges are preparing people for 

the state’s “Hot Jobs,” 90% of which require higher education.
● Higher education is key to advancing these jobs in the state.
● Our graduates are critical to building the workforce for the top 

private employers in the state.



HOW WE SERVE IDAHO 
Cybersecurity Community College Pathway

Career Outlook in Idaho for Associate Degree or Certificate (1-2 years) Programs: 

Computer Network 
Support Specialist
Entry Level Salary: $29,420
Typical Salary: $50,020
Experienced Salary: $77,830
Job Growth: Average

Computer User 
Support Specialists
Entry Level Salary: $23,440
Typical Salary: $48,990
Experienced Salary: $78,550
Job Growth: High

Web Developers
Entry Level Salary: $25,710
Typical Salary: $54,720
Experienced Salary: $88,890
Job Growth: High

Idaho Department of Labor Jobscape

We have identified cybersecurity as a shared priority for higher education in Idaho. There are 
many pathways individuals can take to begin or advance their career. All of our community 
colleges offer associate degree, certificate, and transfer options to 4-year institutions that 
prepare students for a bachelor’s degree or entry-level career in cybersecurity.

https://www2.labor.idaho.gov/JobScape/Occupations?search=cyber&page=3&area=000000


LOWER DIVISION
Students served

50.13%
49.87%

College and Universities

Community Colleges

Source:  Fall 2019 PSR Snapshot Headcount



DUAL CREDIT
Students served

2018-2019 Credits Earned via Dual Credit

Advanced Opportunities:

● Increase student access
● Reduce time to degree
● Reduce cost

61,466

33,579

900

15,119

63% 
of dual credits earned in 
2018-2019 were earned 
through one of Idaho’s four 
community colleges



RETURN ON INVESTMENT
Individual impact

College graduates earn 
$1 million more than 
high school graduates 
over their lifetime.
Georgetown University Center on 
Education and the Workforce.

$1
million

“Community colleges and many certificate 
programs have the highest ROI in the short term. In 
the short term (10 years), community colleges, 
other two-year institutions, and many certificate 
programs have the highest return on investment 
because they generate strong earnings quickly after 
students finish their credentials.”  

Idaho Community Colleges Rank in the top 25% of 10-
Year Return of Investment compared to all institutions 
of higher education in the United States



SHARED PRIORITIES
Value of higher education in Idaho

● Cybersecurity

● Early college opportunities

● Impacting the go-on rate

● Collaboration

● Sharing best practices for student success

● Stabilized Funding

● INBRE



COLLEGE OF SOUTHERN IDAHO
Demonstrating Success

2014 2019 Change % Increase
150% of Time 
Graduation Rate

18% 29% +11% +61%

Math Remediation 
Success

19% 39% +20% +105%

English Remediation 
Success

33% 68% +35% +106%

Workforce Training 
Completions

3,137 9,841 +6,704 
completions

+214%

30 Credits Per 
Academic Year

7% 11% +4% +57%



COLLEGE OF SOUTHERN IDAHO
Innovative Programming

● Community College Baccalaureate

● Idaho Power Apprenticeship

● Alternate Authorization for Teacher Certification 

● School To Registered Apprenticeship Program (STRAP)



College of Eastern Idaho
Demonstrating Success

2017 2019 Change % increase
150% of Time 
Graduation Rate

53% 54% +1% +2%

100% of Time 
Graduation Rate

38% 45% +7% +18%

Remediation Success
(Math/English 
Combined)

78% 74% -4% -5%

Workforce Training
Completions

N/A 16,461 
completions

N/A N/A

30 Credits Per 
Academic Year

13% 8% -5% -38%



College of Eastern Idaho
Areas of Emphasis

Transfer Degrees
Eastern Idaho educational continuum
K-12 – Early College – STEM - “Go On”
Seamless transfer as juniors to Idaho universities

Health Professions
RN, LPN, CNA production

Cyber Security, Information & Networking Technologies
Collaboration toward statewide degrees and certificates
Bachelors of Applied Technology – BAT (cyber)

Energy Technologies
Solar, Battery, Smart Grid, EV

Workforce Training
Skills Based – Industry recognized certifications

Online Delivery Strategy
Fully online AA degree



College of Eastern Idaho
Innovative Practice

Focus on “Speed to Degree”
Trimesters vs 2 semesters and summer session (year around college). 

Early and Late 8 week classes
Competency Based Learning 

Skill gap analysis
Badging, Credit for Prior Learning, Competency Demonstration

Anticipating growth in Eastern Idaho Region
INL, Naval Reactors, FBI, Fluor, Uamps, NuScale
SMRs, cyber security, construction trades, welding technologies



College of Western Idaho
Demonstrating Success

2014 2019 Change % Increase
150% of Time 
Graduation Rate

10% 20% +10% +100%

Math Remediation 
Success

14% 25% +11% +79%

English Remediation 
Success

21% 70% +49% +233%

Workforce Training 
Completions

8,295 8,127 -168 
completions

-2%

30 Credits Per 
Academic Year

3% 5% +2% +67%



College of Western Idaho
Meeting Employer and Student Needs

Employment/Labor Needs
• Fire Training and Safety- 1st of its kind in the Treasure Valley
• Licensed Practical Nursing (LPN)
• Registered Nursing (RN)
• All CTE traditional trades

Academic Highlights
• Math & English Solution Centers
• Dual Credit growth
• Top Core Courses



College of Western Idaho
Institutional Challenges/Opportunities

• Reasonable growth (4-5% annually vs previous surges)

• Competitive employee hiring environment (retention)

• Facility needs

• Program Delivery/Modalities



North Idaho College
Demonstrating Success

2014 2019 Change % Increase
150% of Time 
Graduation Rate

19% 29% +10% +53%

Math Remediation 
Success

8% 21% +13% +163%

English Remediation 
Success

37% 47% +10% +27%

Workforce Training 
Completions

3,391 6,649 +3,303 
completions

+96%

30 Credits Per 
Academic Year

6% 9% +3% +50%



North Idaho College
Relentless Focus on the Student Experience

● NIC Connect

● Pathways at NIC

● Entrepreneurship & Innovation – Venture Center

● National Center for Academic Excellence – Cybersecurity

● Apprenticeships

● $1M Student Scholarship Support
- Metallica Scholars



IN PARTNERSHIP
With you, for all of Idaho



AGENDA
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Thursday, January 23, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
Presentation: Teacher of the Year Sherri Ybarra,

Superintendent of
Public Instruction,
ISDE

Stacie Lawler, Teacher
of the Year

Presentation: Idaho State Department of Education Year in
Review

Sherri Ybarra,
Superintendent of
Public Instruction,
ISDE

Presentation: Student Assessments Karlynn Laraway,
Director of
Assessment and
Accountability, ISDE

Presentation: Advanced Opportunities Eric Studebaker,
Director of Student
Engagement and
Safety, ISDE

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Mortimer Sen Woodward Morgan Howard
Vice Chairman Thayn Sen Lent Room: WW39
Sen Winder Sen Buckner-Webb Phone: 332-1321
Sen Den Hartog Sen Ward-Engelking Email: sedu@senate.idaho.gov

Sen Crabtree



MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Thursday, January 23, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog, Crabtree,
Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:00 p.m.

PRESENTATION: Sherri Ybarra, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Idaho State Department of
Education (Department), opened with an explanation of the selection of the Teacher
of the Year award. She introduced this year's Teacher of the Year, Stacie Lawler of
Timberlake Junior High, and detailed her achievements.
Ms. Lawler shared the stories of her son's and daughter's journeys with mental
health. She expressed her support for students' access to mental health care. She
shared her own story of teaching her students about mental health and fighting
the stigma of mental health within her community. Ms. Lawler responded to
Committee questions that Idaho schools are making strides in fighting the stigma
around mental health.

PRESENTATION: Superintendent Ybarra shared the Department's goals for the past year and their
achievements in relation to these goals. In addition, she provided a handout to the
Committee (see Attachment 1). These achievements included breakfast programs,
greater service to severely cognitively disabled students, student safety programs,
curriculum support, assessment review, and many others.

PRESENTATION: Karlynn Laraway, Director of Assessment and Accountability for the Department,
opened with a brief explanation of the different methods of student assessment
(see Attachment 2) before sharing Idaho student assessment results for the past
school year. Ms. Laraway explained the differences between the results and uses
of the different standardized assessments in the state. She shared the results
of standardized tests in the state. Ms. Laraway explained how Idaho students'
performance measures up to that of other states. She concluded with an overview
of graduation rates and student, parent, and staff engagement rates. Ms. Laraway
responded to Committee questions that many school districts use the Idaho
Standards Achievement Test (ISAT) as a marker for student achievement.



PRESENTATION: Dr. Eric Studebaker, Director of Student Engagement and Safety Coordination
for the Department, opened with a comparison of Idaho's Advanced Opportunities
program to other states' programs (see Attachments 3 & 4). He then shared a
breakdown of student use of and budget utilization in the Advanced Opportunities
Program. He went on to demonstrate the impact of dual credit enrollment on
college enrollment. Dr. Studebaker also shared the success of the workforce
training program. Dr. Studebaker responded to Committee questions that the
Department has not looked at workforce training cost projections, and that students
enrolled in dual credits and workforce training received credit if they earned a D
or higher letter grade.

ADJOURNED There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 4:37 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Thursday, January 23, 2020—Minutes—Page 2





1

State	Department	of	Education	
2018/2019	Year	in	Review	

Assessment	Update

Senate Education Committee ‐ January 2020 |2

• Comprehensive Assessment System 
• The Right Assessment for the Right Purpose

• Final Assessment Results
• Spring IRI
• ISAT ELA and Math
• English Learner Proficiency
• Engagement Surveys 

• Student, Parent and Staff
• Accountability Update

• 2019 Annual Identification and Recognition Summary

Attachment 2
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Comprehensive Assessment System

The Right Assessment for the Right Purpose

Formative 
Assessment 
A process, student/teacher 
exchange, in the moment. 

Interim 
Assessments
Classroom information at 
the end of a unit or term. 

Summative 
Assessments
State, district, and school 
information at the end of 
the year.

The	Idaho	Reading	Indicator

Senate Education Committee ‐ January 2020 | 4

Kindergarten

Listening Comprehension
Phonological & Phonemic Awareness
Letter Knowledge
Vocabulary

1st Grade

Phonological & Phonemic Awareness
Letter Knowledge
Vocabulary 
Alphabetic Decoding
Reading Comprehension
Spelling

2nd & 3rd Grade

Vocabulary
Reading Comprehension
Spelling
Text Fluency
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2019	Final	IRI	Results

Senate Education Committee ‐ January 2020 |5
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2019	Final	IRI	Results
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10.0%
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30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

70.0%

80.0%

90.0%

100.0%

Kindergarten
Fall

Kindergarten
Spring

1st Grade
Fall

1st Grade
Springl

2nd Grade
Fall

2nd Grade
Spring

3rd Grade
Fall

3rd Grade
Spring

Idaho Reading Indicator Fall 2018 and Spring 2019

Below Grade Level Near Grade Level At Grade Level
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2019	Literacy	Intervention	Funding

68.70%

13.70%

0.70% 8.90%

4.90%
3.10%

Personnel

Curriculum/Materials

Transportation

Technology Expenditures

Professional Development

Other

Senate Education Committee – January 2020 | 7

2019	ISAT	English	Language	Arts/Literacy
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22.9% 22.2% 23.4% 22.5% 22.2%

26.0% 24.8% 24.6% 23.8% 22.9%

33.2% 33.5% 33.0% 33.1% 32.8%

17.9% 19.4% 19.0% 20.6% 22.2%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%
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(n = 162,787)

2018‐2019
(n = 165,479)

ISAT ELA/Literacy Performance, All Grades
2015‐2019

Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced
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2019	ISAT	ELA/Literacy	Performance	Range

Senate Education Committee ‐ January 2020 |9

2019	ISAT	Math

Senate Education Committee ‐ January 2020 |10

29.3% 27.9% 28.7% 28.6% 28.1%
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0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

2014‐2015
(n = 151,562)

2015‐2016
(n = 154,533)

2016‐2017
(n = 160,423)

2017‐2018
(n = 162,936)

2018‐2019
(n = 165,826)
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Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced
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2019	ISAT	Math	Performance	Range

Senate Education Committee ‐ January 2020 |11

2019	English	Language	Learner	Performance

16.1% 12.9% 12.0%

24.5%
20.9% 20.2%

41.7%

41.8% 40.7%

15.7%
20.9% 23.4%

2.0% 3.5% 3.7%
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70%
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100%

2017 (n = 15,639) 2018 (n = 17,810) 2019 (n = 18,661)

English Language Proficiency Assessment Performance Distribution
2017‐2019

1 ‐ Entering 2‐ Emerging 3 ‐ Developing 4 ‐ Expanding 5 & 6‐ Bridging and Reaching

Bridging and Reaching 
are separate categories, 
but are combined in this 
chart.
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SAT	School	Day

Senate Education Committee ‐ January 2020 | 13

33% 32% 31% 31%

62% 60%
57% 56%

35% 34% 33% 33%
36% 38%

41% 42%
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90%

100%

2016
(n = 17,470)

2017
(n = 19,282)

2018
(n = 19,178)

2019
(n = 19,937)

Percent Meeting SAT Benchmarks
2016‐2019

Met Both Met Evidence‐Based Reading and Writing Met Math Met None

Note: Data include slight differences in analysis population for each year and are based on preliminary results provided by the College Board  in May and June of the referenced year.

ACT
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Met All Met English Met Reading Met Math Met Science Met None
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NAEP	– Reading	Grade	4

Senate Education Committee ‐ January 2020 | 15

NAEP	– Reading	Grade	8

Senate Education Committee ‐ January 2020 | 16
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NAEP	– Math	Grade	4

Senate Education Committee ‐ January 2020 | 17

NAEP	– Math	Grade	8

Senate Education Committee ‐ January 2020 | 18
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4‐Year	Adjusted	Cohort	Graduation	Rate
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2019	Student	Engagement
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2019	Student	Engagement	Performance	Range
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2019	Parent	And	Staff	Engagement
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2019	Accountability	Summary

Senate Education Committee ‐ January 2020 |25

TSI ATSI
Goal 
Maker

Top 
Performer

CSI Up CSI Grad

K‐8 163 45 329 124 22

HS 25 12 143 44 5
9*
‐1

Alt 
HS

0 0 2 10 2
37*
‐2

CSI Up and CSI Grad identified in 2018 and identified every three years.

2019	Targeted	Support	and	Improvement

Senate Education Committee ‐ January 2020 |26

•188 Schools identified for at least one subgroup 
gap in at least one metric in 2019
•4 schools identified for gaps 3 or more subgroups
•44 schools identified for 3 or more group/metric 
combinations

•Students with Disabilities most frequent group 
identified
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2019	TSI	Identification	Summary

Senate Education Committee ‐ January 2020 |27

American 
Indian

Black / 
African‐
American

Hispanic
Students 
with 

Disabilities

Economically 
Disadvantaged

English 
Learner

Grand Total

ELA Growth 0 0 0 29 0 0 29

ELA Proficiency 1 1 7 163 2 26 200

Grad Rate 4‐yr 0 0 0 1 0 0 1

Math Growth 0 0 0 27 1 1 29

Math 
Proficiency

0 2 8 78 4 15 107

Grand Total 1 3 15 298 7 42 366

Supporting Schools and Students to Achieve

SHERRI YBARRA, ED.S., SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Questions

Karlynn Laraway | Director, Assessment & Accountability
208.332.6976
klaraway@sde.idaho.gov



Supporting Schools and Students to Achieve

SHERRI YBARRA, ED.S., SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
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Advanced Opportunities

Attachment 3



State Pays Tuition Model

Advanced Opportunities| 2
Courteous of Funding for Equity: Designing State Dual Enrollment Funding Models to Close Equity Gaps, College in High School Alliance (October 2019.)



Overload Courses 

Dual Credit (Academic and CTE)

Exams (CTE, CLEP, AP, and IB)

Workforce Training

Early Graduation Scholarship

The Program Pays for….

Advanced Opportunities| 3



8%

8%

84%

FY 2019 Proportion of Reimbursements

Overload Exams Dual Credit

9,096, 
19%

10,828, 
23%

27,920, 
58%

FY 2019 Proportion of Student Use

Overload Exams Dual Credit

Proportions of the Program

Advanced Opportunities| 4



Dual Credit Costs

12%

88%

Dual Credit Costs

Out-of-District Tuition Paid Dual Credit Tuition

Advanced Opportunities | 5



Demographics 

Number of Students Percent Participating in 
Advanced Opportunities

Statewide Comparable 
Percent

American Indian 243 .67% 1.18%

Asian 718 1.97% 1.32%

Black or African American 323 .89% 1.18%

Hispanic 5254 14.4% 17.90%

Native Hawaiian or 
Pacific Islander

104 .28% .33%

White 28994 79.44% 75.42%

Multiple 861 2.36% 2.67%

Advanced Opportunities| 6

Total number of students using A.O.: 36,497



Gender

Number of Students Percent Participating in 
Advanced Opportunities

Statewide Comparable 
Percent

Female 21033 57.63% 48.82%

Male 15464 42.37% 51.18%

Advanced Opportunities | 7



Dual Credit

Advanced Opportunities| 8
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Dual Credit by College

Boise State University
13%

College of Eastern Idaho
1%

College of Southern Idaho
17%

College of Western Idaho
30%

Idaho State University
11%

Lewis‐Clark State College
3%

North Idaho College
8%

University of Idaho
5%

*Northwest Nazarene 
University

11%

*Treasure Valley Community 
College

1%

*Other
0%

Advanced Opportunities| 9



Dual Credit

Advanced Opportunities| 10

27,920 

Students taking Dual 
Credit

4.25

7.12
7.37

7.72

3
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4.5
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5.5
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6.5

7

7.5

8

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

Average Number of A.O. Dual Credits Attempted 
by Students

Average number of dual credits taken by students



Gear Up Cohort

Advanced Opportunities| 11

Percent of seniors enrolling fall following graduation by dual enrollment participation



Workforce Training/CTE

FY20 Workforce Training

Number of student 
reimbursed to date: 

45 students

Advanced Opportunities| 12
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Early Graduation Scholarship

Students Awarded Scholarships Eligible Scholarships 

93 334

Advanced Opportunities| 13

A.O. Money Utilized Number of Students Utilizing A.O.

$4,125 201

>$3,500 339

> $3,000 388

>$2,500 847

>$2,000 1,901



Supporting Schools and Students to Achieve

SHERRI YBARRA, ED.S., SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Questions

Advanced Opportunities|14

Dr. Eric Studebaker | Director of Student Engagement & Safety Coordination

Idaho State Department of Education

650 W State Street, Boise, ID 83702

208 332 6961

estudebaker@sde.idaho.gov

www.sde.idaho.gov

mailto:email@sde.idaho.gov
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/


















AGENDA
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Monday, January 27, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
Presentation: State Board of Education Annual Report Matt Freeman, Board

of Education

Presentation: Mastery Based Education Aaron McKinnon,
Coordinator, Mastery
Based Education,
Department of
Education

Karla
Phillips-Krivickas,
Senior Director of
Policy, Knowledge
Works

S 1234 Public Records, University Presidents Mike Keckler, Chief
Communications and
Legislative Affairs
Officer, Board of
Education

S 1235 Professional Studies Program, Repeal Mike Keckler

S 1236 Education Interpreters, Qualifications Mike Keckler

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Mortimer Sen Woodward Morgan Howard
Vice Chairman Thayn Sen Lent Room: WW39
Sen Winder Sen Buckner-Webb Phone: 332-1321
Sen Den Hartog Sen Ward-Engelking Email: sedu@senate.idaho.gov

Sen Crabtree

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2020/legislation/S1234
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2020/legislation/S1235
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2020/legislation/S1236


MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Monday, January 27, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog, Crabtree,
Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the meeting of the Senate Education Committee
(Committee) to order at 3:01 p.m. He opened with a reading from A Heap O' Living
Along Life's Highway by Edgar A. Guest, the poem "Noisy Place."

PRESENTATION: Matt Freeman, Executive Director for the Idaho State Board of Education (Board),
announced that Idaho was only the second state in 21 years to receive the
Education of the States Frank Newman Award. This award recognizes states for
enacting innovative reforms or implementing programs that go beyond marginal or
incremental changes to improve student outcomes on a large scale.
Mr. Freeman discussed the Board's priorities (see Attachment 1). He explained
the outcomes of the dual credit program, Opportunity Scholarship, career technical
education work group, and statewide teacher retention.
Tracie Bent, Chief Planning and Policy Officer for the Board, responded to
questions from the Committee regarding retention of teachers. Ms. Bent stated
that 700 teachers in 2017-18 did not return to the classroom, pointing out that this is
not unusual. When asked about exit interviews for teachers leaving the profession,
Ms. Bent replied the two main reasons for leaving were salary and lack of support
at the building and classroom level.
Mr. Freeman concluded his presentation stating that a full report of teacher
retention was yet to come.

PRESENTATION: Sherri Ybarra, Superintendent, Idaho State Department of Education (Department),
introduced Aaron McKinnon and Karla Phillips-Krivickas.
Aaron McKinnon, Coordinator of Mastery Based Education for the Department,
gave an update on the Idaho Mastery Education Network (IMEN) beginning with a
definition of mastery based education (MBE). He defined MBE as a system whereby
student progress is based on demonstration of mastery of competencies and
content, not seat time or the age or grade level of the student (see Attachment 2).
He outlined IMEN's main responsibilities and future goals. Mr. McKinnon provided
a timeline showing the history of the program, and he provided a breakdown of
IMEN's budget utilization.

S 1234 Mike Keckler, Chief Communications and Legislative Affairs Officer for the Board,
explained that S 1234 reduces the number of names of finalists for Idaho university
presidents required to be made public from five to three. He explained the bill
would encourage future applicants by protecting their privacy and would reduce
the costs to universities.



DISCUSSION: Senator Woodward asked why the bill applied only to university presidents, rather
than to all state employees. Mr. Keckler responded that this was because the
Board had jurisdiction in the selection of university presidents. He continued that
the Idaho Press Club had agreed not to oppose the change in number of publicized
finalists' names as long as the change only applied to university presidents.

MOTION: Vice Chairman Thayn moved to send S 1234 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Lent seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote. Senators Den Hartog and Woodward requested they be recorded
as voting nay.

S 1235 Mike Keckler, Chief Communications and Legislative Affairs Officer for the Board,
explained that, in the spirit of Governor Little's Red Tape Reduction Act, S 1235
eliminates Idaho Code §§ 33-3720 and 33-3721, which established the Professional
Studies Loan program in 1983. Mr. Keckler noted that this program has never
been funded nor enacted.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send S 1235 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Winder seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote.

S 1236 Mr. Keckler, Chief Communications and Legislative Affairs Officer for the Board,
advised the Committee that S 1236 would make it easier and less expensive for
school districts to hire educational interpreters. It deletes the "kindergarten-grade
12" wording and replaces it with "school-aged," as some students needing
interpreters are school-age even though they do not fall in the kindergarten-grade
12 range. This change will allow school districts to hire educational interpreters
rather than licensed interpreters. Mr. Keckler requested Tracie Bent explain the
difference between the two types of interpreters. Tracie Bent, Chief Planning
and Policy Officer for the Board, explained that the licensing requirements under
the Bureau of Occupational Licensing are dependent on the specific type of
interpreter, and that the training for those are extensive, providing them with a
higher salary. She pointed out that it is difficult for many rural schools to provide
licensed interpreters so they employ unlicensed educational interpreters.

TESTIMONY: Joelynne Ball, State Interpreter Education Coordinator, stated she provides
support for educational interpreters throughout Idaho, and for the school districts
that employ them. Ms. Ball spoke in support of S 1236 which cleans up some
of the language in the statute, and offers continuity within a school setting. She
indicated that hiring educational interpreters could have a positive fiscal impact
on local education agencies.

MOTION: Senator Lent moved to send S 1236 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 4:25 p.m.

______________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

___________________________
Carol Cornwall
Assistant Secretary

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
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Board Priorities | 2020
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Board Priorities | 2020
Higher Education

• Funding Formula/Model
• System Optimization
• Cybersecurity Joint 

Program
• Dual Credit Cost

K-12 Public Schools
• Charter Schools
• ESSA accountability 
• H.S. Graduation 

Requirements
• CTE Work Group
• K-12 Task Force 

recommendations

2



Dual Credits | Earned

3



Dual Credit | Headcount

4



Dual Credit | Headcount Growth
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Dual Credit | Demographics

6



Dual Credit | Outcomes
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Dual Credit | Go On Rates
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Dual Credit | Go On Rates

9



Dual Credit | Retention

10



Dual Credit | Grad Rates
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Dual Credit | FY19 Payment Distributions

College & Universities Community Colleges

Treasure Valley Community College (OR) 
$122,425

12



Opportunity Scholarship
• Over 6,000 Opportunity Scholarships awarded (+44%)

• 3,450 new scholarships for first‐year students, 
compared to 2,296 scholarships a year ago

• Wait list down to 1,100 compared to 2,500 last year

13



CTE Work Group
• CTE Work Group formed; met July – Dec 

2019
• Broad stakeholder representation
• Report and recommendations to be 

considered by Board at February meeting

14



Teacher Retention
• 2017-18 school year

– 1,969 new teaching certificates
– 1,281 were employed following year

• 6% increase in student enrollment
• Need ~1,750 teachers to meet demand

15



Teacher Retention
• 2.2% increase in teachers over past 4 

years
• Most significant growth seen entering 

under alternate routes

16



Teacher Retention
• Impact of Career Ladder

– retention slightly improved
– not keeping pace with enrollment

• 2014-15: 83.8% (school); 86.2% (LEA)
• 2017-18: 84.2% (school); 88% (LEA) 

17



Teacher Retention
Instructional Staff Volumes with Retention Rates

School Year Instructor 
Count 

Retained
School 

Retained
LEA 

Retained
State 

Left (ID) 
Teaching

Retained
School 

Retained
LEA 

Retained
State 

Left (ID) 
Teaching 

2013 14,540 12,189 12,637 13,131 1,409 83.8% 86.9% 90.3% 9.7%

2014 16,269 13,556 14,026 14,619 1,650 83.3% 86.2% 89.9% 10.1%

2015 16,523 13,761 14,394 14,931 1,592 83.3% 87.1% 90.4% 9.6%

2016 16,844 14,235 14,775 15,316 1,528 84.5% 87.7% 90.9% 9.1%

2017 17,203 14,490 15,136 15,673 1,530 84.2% 88.0% 91.1% 8.9%

18



Teacher Retention

19



Teacher Retention

20



Mastery‐Based	Learning
January 27, 2020

Mastery‐Based Learning  | 1

Attachment 2



What	Is	Mastery	Based	Education?

Mastery‐Based Learning  | 2

’Mastery‐based education’ means an 
education system where student progress is 

based on a student’s demonstration of mastery 
of competencies and content, 

not seat time or the age 
or grade level of the student.

Idaho Code 33‐1632.



What	Is	Mastery	Based	Education?

Mastery‐Based Learning  | 3

Mastery education requires schools to make a 
deep commitment to meeting every learner 
where they are and to providing the supports 

and opportunities students need to 
successfully show mastery of key skills and 

concepts at each level.
IMEN Guidebook



Idaho	Mastery	Education	Network	(IMEN)

Mastery‐Based Learning  | 4

COHORT 1 (red)
19 members
38 schools

COHORT 2 (green)
20 members
30 schools

IMEN members 
now operate in 

23% of Idaho’s LEAs.
12% of all charter schools



Implementation	Update

Mastery‐Based Learning  | 5

Stage 1
Exploration

30%

Stage 2 Planning
& Design
35%

Stage 3
Implementation

26%

Stage 4 
Sustain & 
Scale 9%

Percent of IMEN 
members self‐reporting 
their progress across 
the four stages of 
development 



Implementation	Update

Mastery‐Based Learning  | 6

HB 110 Enacted
First Cohort 
Planning Year

2nd Yr
Implementation

1st Cohort 
Selected

1st Yr
Implementation

MAR 2015 SY 16‐17 SY 18‐19

3rd Yr Cohort 1
1st Yr Cohort 2

APR 2016 SY 17‐18 SY 19‐20



SDE	Statutory	Responsibilities

Mastery‐Based Learning  | 7

(a) Provide ongoing statewide outreach and communications

UPDATE
• Developed communication tools for 
teachers, administrators, families, 
students, business leaders, and 
policymakers.

• Enhanced website includes a FAQ, a 
Parent Toolkit, and a short video. 

• Documented IMEN implementation 
scenarios and successes. 

NEXT STEPS
• Create a communication plan with 
timelines, deliverables (social media, 
newsletters, blogs) and reportable 
outcomes. 

• A critical component of this plan is to 
ensure that the work of the IMEN is 
easily understood by the public, 
parents, and policymakers.



SDE	Statutory	Responsibilities

Mastery‐Based Learning  | 8

(b) Facilitate and maintain the Idaho mastery education network (IMEN).

UPDATE
• Strategic Action Teams

• IMEN Action Research Teams

• Idaho Mastery Education 

Conference

• Idaho Student Media Festival

• IMEN Leadership Summit

• IMEN Cohort 1 Survey

NEXT STEPS
The primary focus of the IMEN this year 
will be to bolster and support local 
communication and stakeholder 
outreach efforts.

SDE will continue to identify the needs 
of participating schools and provide 
technical assistance and professional 
development.  



SDE	Statutory	Responsibilities

Mastery‐Based Learning  | 9

(c) [NEW] Create a sustainability plan for statewide scaling.  Ensure IMEN members also 
develop plans and include a process to develop the rubrics and assessments necessary to 
determine mastery and award credit. 

UPDATE  Provided participating schools a learning and action template to begin developing 
local level sustainability plans.

NEXT STEPS  The foundation for the sustainability plan will be an approved Mastery Education 
Framework. Critical components will include:
• An evaluation plan based on expected outcomes developed in the Mastery Framework.
• A process to provide the flexibility schools need to innovate and identify areas policymakers can 

address.
• A prioritization and template for grant expenditures based on an examination of trends and long‐

term needs.
• Create guidelines for rubrics and assessment processes as well as samples schools can adopt.



Expenditure	Review

Mastery‐Based Learning  | 10

• IMEN has been funded with a 
$1.4M ongoing appropriation.

• IMEN participant grants total
$1,050,000 to nearly a quarter 
of Idaho’s school districts and 
13% of charter schools.

• The grants range from 
$3,500‐$59,000.



Appropriation	Request

Mastery‐Based Learning  | 11

For FY2021 the department has requested an 
additional $500,00 of ongoing funding to 

support the expanded participation in IMEN and 
meeting the new legislative 

requirement of developing a sustainability plan for 
statewide scaling for Idaho Mastery Education.



Lessons	Learned	Across	the	Country

Mastery‐Based Learning  | 12

• Interest still growing 
• Communication and outreach efforts need to increase
• Shared language and common understanding needed
• Increased resources needed to meet demand
• Flexibility needed for schools to innovate
• School progression in implementation varies widely

• Defined expectations and outcomes needed



Supporting Schools and Students to Achieve
SHERRI YBARRA, ED.S., SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Questions?

Mastery‐Based Learning  |13

Aaron McKinnon | Mastery Education Coordinator
Idaho State Department of Education
650 W State Street, Boise, ID 83702
208 332 6800 
email@sde.idaho.gov
www.sde.idaho.gov



AGENDA
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3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Tuesday, January 28, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
Presentation Financial Literacy Michael Watson, Idaho

Central Credit Union

Presentation 529 College Savings Christine Stoll,
Executive Director,
IDeal

S 1238 Civics Course Requirements Senator Jim Patrick

S 1239 Elementary Flex School Schedules Senator Steven Thayn

RS27455 Higher Education Stabilization Fund Senator Dan Johnson

Minutes
Approval

Minutes from January 13, 2020 Senator
Buckner-Webb and
Senator Lent

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.
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Vice Chairman Thayn Sen Lent Room: WW39
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MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Tuesday, January 28, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog,
Crabtree, Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to
order at 3:01 p.m. Chairman Mortimer told the Committee that they would hear
the Minutes approval from January 13, 2020, and RS 27455 before proceeding
with the rest of the agenda.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Buckner-Webb moved to approve the Minutes from January 13,
2020. Senator Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion passed by
voice vote.

RS 27455 Senator Dan Johnson presented the RS and explained that it cleans up
unnecessary language and eliminates language dealing with the higher
education stabilization fund.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartogmoved to send RS 27455 to print. Senator Lent seconded
the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

PRESENTATION: John Watts, Partner at Veritas Advisors, representing Idaho Central Credit
Union (ICCU), gave a brief background of the need for financial literacy. He then
introduced Michael Watson of ICCU (see Attachment 1).
Michael Watson, Chief Marketing Officer for ICCU, began his presentation
with a brief overview of the history of ICCU. He explained ICCU's commitment
to community involvement. He detailed ICCU's involvement in schools, giving
guest lectures on credit scores, budgeting, and financial responsibility. Mr.
Watson expressed that ICCU was impressed with STUKENT's Mimic Personal
Finance Curriculum, and that ICCU agreed to provide a grant for any high
school in Idaho to obtain the curriculum.
Stuart Draper, Founder and CEO of STUKENT, gave a history of STUKENT. He
told the Committee about the development of Mimic Personal Finance. He then
explained to the Committee how the curriculum simulates real-world finances.

DISCUSSION: The Committee commented on the importance of the program and encouraged
the presenters to express the Committee's gratitude to their companies for the
program. Mr. Draper responded to Committee questions that they had received
very positive feedback from the teachers who had used it.

PRESENTATION: Christine Stoll, Executive Director for IDeal College Savings Program (IDeal),
explained the items that money in a 529 fund can be put toward. She then
explained how the 529 fund operates with stocks and bonds. Ms. Stoll
explained that students with a 529 fund are four to seven times more likely to
complete college. She concluded by sharing that 68 percent of adults surveyed
did not know what a 529 fund was (see Attachment 2).



Ms. Stoll responded to Committee questions that accounts can be set up for
one beneficiary or for several, but that withdrawals need to be made in the
name of a specific beneficiary. She also responded that gifts can be set up to
be made automatically each month.

S 1238 Senator Jim Patrick presented S 1238 and expressed the lack of knowledge
in adults about government operations. He called on Alexandra Dominguez to
explain the bill in greater detail.
Ms. Dominguez, representative of the College Board, explained that only
two in five American adults could name the three branches of the American
government. She explained that the College Board is working to ensure that
students have access to enrichment in both technology and civics education.
The College Board offers Advanced Placement (AP) courses in technology and
in civics and that the courses emphasize applied knowledge. Ms. Dominguez
told the Committee that the bill allows students to work toward their requirement
to take a civics exam through the AP Civics and Government course.
Senator Patrick explained his personal connection to the civics requirement
and asked the Committee for a do pass recommendation. He responded to
Committee questions that there is already a state-appropriated fund for AP
classes, and that this course would be paid for through this fund. He added that
the bill does not add or remove requirements, but only adds another option
for the fulfillment of the civics and government requirement for high school
graduation.
Tracie Bent, Chief Planning and Policy Officer for the State Board of Education
(Board), explained that AP classes are offered by teachers who have been
deemed by the College Board to be able to cover the material at a college level.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send S 1238 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Lent seconded the motion. The motion passed by
voice vote, with Senators Crabtree and Woodward requesting that they be
recorded as voting nay.

S 1239 Vice Chairman Thayn began by introducing his wife as well as Ashley
Walton and Tiffany Anderson. He explained that the bill allows elementary
students (K-6th grade) to advance a grade level ahead and negotiate a flexible
attendance schedule and stay home from school one extra day per week.
Vice Chairman Thayn shared the comments of his son, Tyler Thayn, detailing
how a flexible schedule had benefited Mr. Thayn's children. He said that the time
at home allowed Mr. Thayn and his wife to pursue subjects with their children
that were not being covered in school, such as teaching the children Spanish.
Senator Thayn shared the comments of Lani Rembelski, Superintendent
of Challis School District #181. These included that the school district had
determined if Mr. Thayn's children were eligible for a flexible schedule based
on multiple test scores, classroom academics, and teacher input. It was also
included that the children's missed days did not affect the teacher's schedule,
because the missed days were preplanned.
Vice Chairman Thayn explained that, in drafting the bill, he focused on avoiding
a greater burden on teachers, recording the students as present for funding
purposes, and ensuring that students would still attend school 55 percent of the
time. He explained how teachers and parents would determine if a student was
1 year or grade-level ahead in each subject area.

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
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DISCUSSION: Vice Chairman Thayn responded to Committee questions by reiterating that,
in addition to the testing requirement, a student's teacher must agree that a
student is proficient or advanced to obtain the flex schedule. He continued by
explaining how he had come to the evaluation requirements.
Vice Chairman Thayn responded to questions that the students who had
already tried the flex schedule were staying in the same grade level rather
than advancing a grade, and that social and emotional development are not
measured in the school system.
Vice Chairman Thayn responded to reservations about a law that encourages
absences by stating that students who do well are doing so because their
parents are helping them advance, and that the bill demonstrates trust between
school districts and parents.

TESTIMONY: Tiffany Anderson stood to testify in favor of S 1239. She explained that as a
parent, education is the largest schedule block for her children. She shared the
story of her son's elementary education, and that he became disengaged from
public education by high school. Ms. Anderson then shared that her foster
children's needs were not met in public education because they moved from
school to school so often that they had fallen behind. She concluded that S
1239 allows teachers to treat children as individuals rather than as a group.
Layne McInelly, President of Idaho Education Association (IEA), testified in
favor of the bill. He expressed IEA's opinion that the bill relies too heavily on
standardized testing and went on that IEA is still in favor of the bill.
Ashley Walton testified in favor of S 1239. She explained that because her
family farms, they are extremely busy with farm work in the summer, and that
this bill would allow her family to spend more time with their children in the
months when the farm labor is less intense.

DISCUSSION: Vice Chairman Thayn concluded that the bill incentivizes family cooperation.
He addressed the concerns raised by Mr. McInelly with a reminder that
standardized tests are only one component of eligibility determination. He
responded to Committee questions that he anticipated less than 2 or 3 percent
of students to initially take advantage of the allowances made in the bill, and that
it would likely take over ten years for 20 percent of students to take advantage
of the allowances. Vice Chairman Thayn responded to Committee concerns
about excessive student absences by stating that the schedule for student
absences must be agreed upon by multiple people in the student's education
system.

MOTION: Senator Crabtree moved to hold S 1239 in Committee, subject to the call of the
Chair. Senator Ward-Engelking seconded the motion.

SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Senator Den Hartog moved to send S 1239 to the 14th Order of Business for
possible amendment. Vice Chairman Thayn seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION: The Committee expressed that the concept of the bill is valuable and agreed
that there were some concerns in the execution of the concept.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Chairman Mortimer called for a roll call vote on the substitute motion.
Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, and Senators Den Hartog
and Lent voted aye. Senators Crabtree, Woodward, Buckner-Webb, and
Ward-Engelking voted nay. The motion failed.

VOICE VOTE: The motion to hold S 1239 in Committee, subject to the call of the Chair, passed
by voice vote, with Senators Lent and Den Hartog requesting to be recorded
as voting nay.

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
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ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 4:57 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

___________________________
Juanita Budell
Assistant Secretary
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Tuesday, January 28, 2020—Minutes—Page 4



































AGENDA
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Wednesday, January 29, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER

Presentation
Western Interstate Commission on Higher
Education

Dr. Demaree
Michelau, President,
WICHE

Presentation Division of Career Technical Education
Clay Long, Director,
Division of CTE

RS27467 ISAT Alternatives Senator Steven Thayn

Minutes
Approval Minutes from January 14, 2020

Senator
Ward-Engelking and
Senator Crabtree

Minutes
Approval

Minutes from January 15, 2020 Vice Chairman Thayn
and Senator Winder

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Mortimer Sen Woodward Morgan Howard
Vice Chairman Thayn Sen Lent Room: WW39
Sen Winder Sen Buckner-Webb Phone: 332-1321
Sen Den Hartog Sen Ward-Engelking Email: sedu@senate.idaho.gov

Sen Crabtree
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MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Wednesday, January 29, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog, Crabtree,
Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies, and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the meeting of the Senate Education Committee
(Committee) to order at 3:01 p.m.

PRESENTATION: Dr. Demaree Michelau, President of the Western Interstate Commission on Higher
Education (WICHE), gave a brief overview of the founding and purpose of WICHE.
The mission is to work collaboratively to expand educational excellence and access
for all citizens of the West, which spans from North Dakota to Guam. WICHE is
made up of 48 members, 3 of whom are from Idaho and were appointed by the
Governor. She told the Committee about the relationship between legislators and
higher education institutions nationwide over the past 14 years. Dr. Michelau
detailed how appropriations for higher education institutions interact with tuition
levels (see Attachments 1 and 2).

PRESENTATION: Clay Long, State Administrator for the Division of Career Technical Education
(CTE), shared the goals and values of CTE and stated they are currently focusing
on efforts and philosophical priorities. Mr. Long introduced several staff members
and students who accompanied him here today and asked two of them to share
their experiences with CTE.
Janie Billman, President of Idaho Technology Student Association (TSA), shared
her journey with CTE. She is a senior at Campus Academy in Idaho Falls and stated
her journey started while in the seventh grade. During the past several years, she
has found her passion, direction for a career, lifelong friends, and leadership skills.
Ms. Billman said she can now graduate from high school knowing who she is, what
she wants to be, and how to get there.
Easton Anderson, post-secondary State Reporter of SkillsUSA, relayed how his
first welding class led him to become involved in SkillsUSA as a competitive welder
and state officer. He continued that the welding skills he had gained allowed him to
start his welding education at Idaho State University (ISU). As a student at ISU, he
traveled to Washington D.C. to promote career and technical education and felt it
was one of the most important projects he worked on as a state officer.
Mr. Long continued his presentation by sharing CTE's current initiatives and
priorities with the Committee. He concluded his presentation with a description of
CTE's plans for the future (see Attachments 3 and 4).



DISCUSSION: Mr. Long responded to Committee questions that the greatest challenge that CTE
faces is to communicate and educate the opportunities CTE offers to the public.
He responded to further questions that CTE is working with 11 schools on a CTE
career-exploration program for seventh and eighth graders. He discussed the
differences between and challenges facing credit-bearing secondary programs and
workforce training programs.
Mr. Long shared his thoughts on career technical instructors. It can be difficult to
entice industry professionals to leave their industries to teach career technical
classes at a beginning teacher's salary, and that valuing years in the industry toward
salary calculation would be helpful. He also responded that CTE is considering
additional ways to attract industry professionals to teach career technical classes.
Adrian San Miguel, Director of Postsecondary and Workforce Training for CTE,
talked about the advanced opportunities legislation that allowed the addition of
workforce training courses to be included. College of Southern Idaho has started to
create an apprenticeship framework for the entire state.

RS 27467 Vice Chairman Thayn said RS 27467 is a Senate Concurrent Resolution. It directs
the Idaho State Board of Education and the Idaho State Department of Education
to replace the federally required Idaho Standards Achievement Test (ISAT) with
another test that would meet federal requirements, such as the SAT (Scholastic
Aptitude Test). Idaho already gives the SAT to high school juniors. By not giving
ISAT in the tenth grade, it would save time and funds.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send RS 27467 to print. Senator Buckner-Webb
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Ward-Engleking moved to approve the Minutes of January 14, 2020.
Senator Crabtree seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.
Vice Chairman Thayn moved to approve the Minutes of January 15, 2020.
Senator Lent seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 3:56 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

___________________________
Juanita Budell
Assistant Secretary
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A Tale of Two 

Pities: Revisited
Idaho Senate Education Committee

January 29, 2020
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What is WICHE?



The Western Interstate Commission 
for Higher Education - WICHE

 An interstate 

compact formed 

65 years ago

 Codified in state 

law

 Congressional 

action signed in 

1953 by 

President Dwight 

D. Eisenhower



WICHE’s Mission

WICHE and its 16 member states 

and territories work collaboratively 

to expand educational access and 

excellence for all citizens of the 

West. By promoting innovation, 

cooperation, resource sharing, and 

sound public policy, WICHE 

strengthens higher education’s 

contributions to the region’s social, 

economic, and civic life.



WICHE Commissioners from 

Idaho

Matt Freeman

Executive Director

Office of the State 

Board of Education

Rick Aman

President 

College of 

Eastern Idaho

5

Senator 

Dave Lent

Idaho 

State Senate



Legislative 

Advisory 

Committee

 Strengthens state policymaking in higher 
education across the West

 Up to four state legislators from each 
WICHE member

 Unique forum to:

 Engage with fellow legislators, subject-
matter experts, and WICHE staff

 Explore strategies for interstate 
collaboration

 Explore policy issues affecting the region

 Learn about relevant research

 Stay abreast of emerging postsecondary 
policies and their implications at the 
state and federal levels



WICHE LAC Members from 

Idaho

Senator 

Dean Mortimer

Representative 

Paul Amador

7

Senator 

Dave Lent

Representative 

Melissa Wintrow



It was the best of times. It 
was the worst of times.

A Tale of Two 

Pities: Revised



From higher education’s 

perspective

9



10

Higher Education Support per $1,000 of 
Personal Income, FY 1990 to FY 2016 

Source: State Higher Education Executive Officers with data from the Bureau of Economic Analysis



11Source: State Higher Education Executive Officers, State Higher Education Finance Report, FY 2018

Public FTE Enrollment, Educational Appropriations
and Tuition Revenue per FTE, FY 2000 to FY 2018



12Source: U.S. Department of Education, Federal Pell Grant Program End-of-Year Report; College Board, Trends in Student Aid, 2019

Maximum Pell Grant as a Percentage of Average Tuition, Fees, 
and On-Campus Room and Board, 2000-01 to 2019-20



From the perspective of the 

public policy leaders

13



14

State Appropriations for Higher Education as a Share 
of State Expenditures, FY 1996 to FY 2018

Source: National Association of State Budget Officers, 2018 State Expenditure Report 
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Public FTE Enrollment, Educational Appropriations
and Tuition Revenue per FTE, FY 2000 to FY 2018

Source: State Higher Education Executive Officers, State Higher Education Finance Report, FY 2018
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Maximum and Average Pell Grant Awards in Constant 2016 Dollars from 
1978-79 to 2018-19

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Pell End of Year Reports 
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Share of Grants, Loans, and Other, 
2000-01 to 2018-19

Source: College Board, Trends in Student Aid, 2018

Grants

Loans

Other
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Total Loans by Loan Type, 2000-01 to 2017-18

Source: College Board, Trends in Student Aid, 2019
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2008 2012 2016

Low Income Quartile $    4,291 $    4,594 $    5,193 
Low Middle Income Quartile $    4,090 $    4,479 $    4,970 
Upper Middle Income Quartile $    4,405 $    4,599 $    5,561 
High Income Quartile $    4,372 $    5,359 $    5,928 

Percentage of Full-Time Undergraduates Enrolled in Four-Year Public Institutions 
Who Received Institutional Aid and Among Recipients, the Average Amount 
Received, 2007-08, 2011-12, 2015-16

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007-08, 2011-12, 2015-16 National Postsecondary
Student Aid Study (NPSAS)
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2008 2012 2016

Low Income Quartile $  11,030 $  15,842 $  19,436 

Low Middle Income Quartile $  11,722 $  16,159 $  19,571 

Upper Middle Income Quartile $  11,890 $  15,081 $  19,588 

High Income Quartile $  10,794 $  14,122 $  17,511 

Percentage of Full-Time Undergraduates Enrolled in Four-Year Private 
Institutions Who Received Institutional Aid and Among Recipients, the Average 
Amount Received, 2007-08, 2011-12, 2015-16

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2007-08, 2011-12, 2015-16 National 
Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS)



So who is right?
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Postsecondary Educational Appropriations per FTE, 
FY 2018

Source: State Higher Education Executive Officers, State Higher Education Finance Report, FY 2018
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Percent Change in Public Higher Education Educational 
Appropriations per FTE, FY 2013 to FY 2018

Source: State Higher Education Executive Officers, State Higher Education Finance Report, FY 2018



Conclusion: It’s far better to 

find a way to do this together
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For More Information

Demarée K. Michelau

President

303.541.0201

dmichelau@wiche.edu

25
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Division of Career Technical Education
January 29, 2020

Clay Long, State Administrator 

Why Do We Serve?

Attachment 4
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Who Do We Serve?

High School Postsecondary Adult Education

How Do We Serve?



1/30/2020
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Current Initiatives

Expand Access

Middle School

Increase Educator Pipeline

Priorities

Commitment to customer service

Responsive to state and local workforce needs

Dedicated to educator services and program quality



1/30/2020
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Looking Ahead

5-year Strategic and Long-Range Plan

Increased collaboration and engagement 
with CTE stakeholders



AGENDA
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Thursday, January 30, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
Presentation Workforce Development Wendi Secrist,

Executive Director,
Idaho Workforce
Development Council

RS27397 Driver Education Senator Janie
Ward-Engelking

RS27478 Superintendent Evaluations Senator Dave Lent

RS27518 High School Graduation Pathways Senator Steven Thayn

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Mortimer Sen Woodward Morgan Howard
Vice Chairman Thayn Sen Lent Room: WW39
Sen Winder Sen Buckner-Webb Phone: 332-1321
Sen Den Hartog Sen Ward-Engelking Email: sedu@senate.idaho.gov

Sen Crabtree
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MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Thursday, January 30, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog, Crabtree,
Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies, and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:00 p.m.

PRESENTATION: Wendi Secrist, Executive Director of Idaho Workforce Development Council
(Council), introduced members of the Council, her daughter, and the Council
staff. She shared the goals of the Council as well as the organizations with whom
the Council worked. Ms. Secrist continued with an overview of the Council's
responsibilities and activities over the past year. She expounded upon the Council's
goals in relation to under-served communities, prison inmates, and refugee
populations. She continued with a description of new initiatives the Council would
be implementing in the coming months (see Attachment 1).
In response to Committee questions, Ms. Secrist described how participating
schools are using funds to pay for their students to take part in the new initiatives.
She gave a description of the Council's use of funds over the 2019 calendar
year and highlighted the grants that the Council awarded. She concluded with a
story about the Council's teacher extern, and how the teacher extern used her
experience in the classroom.

DISCUSSION: Ms. Secrist responded to Committee questions that the Council and the Next
Steps program are working to change the cultural idea that career and technical
education is not a desirable option. She also responded that the Council is working
to assist education institutions with finding funds for start-up programs in the face of
reduced state appropriations.

RS 27397 Senator Ward-Engelking explained that the RS increases the reimbursement
from the State Department of Education to school districts in order to make driver
education more affordable for student education.

MOTION: Vice Chairman Thayn moved to send RS 27397 to print. Senator Buckner-Webb
seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

RS 27478 Senator Lent told the Committee that the RS is intended to help guide school
boards in superintendent evaluation.

MOTION: Senator Woodward moved to send RS 27478 to print. Senator Winder seconded
the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

RS 27518 Vice Chairman Thayn told the Committee that the resolution directs the State
Board of Education and State Department of Education to recognize alternative
paths to high school graduation. He continued that the Board was already planning
to undergo the research, and that the resolution allowed the Legislature to express
support for the endeavor.



MOTION: Senator Ward-Engelking moved to send RS 27518 to print. Senator Lent
seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 3:47 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
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AGENDA
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Monday, February 03, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
Gubernatorial
Appointment

Gubernatorial Appointment of Kurt Liebich to the
State Board of Education

Debbie Critchfield,
State Board of
Education

Matt Freeman, State
Board of Education

Presentation Libraries Commission Stephanie
Bailey-White, State
Librarian, Idaho
Commission for
Libraries

Presentation State Department Budget Tim Hill,
Associate Deputy
Superintendent,
State Department
of Education

Presentation Idaho Digital Learning Alliance
Dr. Cheryl Charlton,
Superintendent, IDLA

RS27533 School Boards, Training Senator Dave Lent

Minutes
Approval

Minutes from January 16, 2020 Senator Den
Hartog and Senator
Woodward

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Mortimer Sen Woodward Morgan Howard
Vice Chairman Thayn Sen Lent Room: WW39
Sen Winder Sen Buckner-Webb Phone: 332-1321
Sen Den Hartog Sen Ward-Engelking Email: sedu@senate.idaho.gov

Sen Crabtree
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MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Monday, February 03, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog,

Crabtree, Woodward, Lent, Mathias (Buckner-Webb), and Ward-Engelking
ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained
with the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will
then be located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee)
to order at 3:00 p.m. He opened with a reading from the book A Heap O'
Living Along Life's Highway by Edgar A. Guest, the poem entitled, "Those
Duty Calls."

GUBERNATORIAL
APPOINTMENT:

Debbie Critchfield, President of the State Board of Education (Board),
introduced Kurt Liebich, appointed to the Idaho State Board of Education.
Mr. Liebich explained to the Committee his work history in the lumber
industry, and how this career allowed him to see what high school students
need to be capable of upon graduation. He continued with a summary of
his work on education task forces. In response to Committee questions,
Mr. Liebich stated that his main focus area moving forward would be K-3
literacy. He went on that the affordability of higher education is another
major issue and that, while progress has been made, there is still much to
be done. He stated that parents serve the most important role in education,
and that increasing parental engagement would offer great improvement in
K-3 performance. He told the Committee that he believed his ability to look
at budgets analytically would allow him to serve the Board by asking the
right questions to best serve the state.

PRESENTATION: Stephanie Bailey-White, State Librarian at the Idaho Commission for
Libraries, introduced the Commission staff accompanying her. She began
her presentation by sharing that Idaho ranks number one in the nation for
children's library attendance and number two for circulation of children's
materials. She shared the accomplishments of Idaho's libraries over the
past year, as well as listing several services that Idaho libraries offer to
their patrons. Ms. Bailey-White highlighted some of the grants that Idaho
libraries received and the programs they supported. She shared how Idaho
libraries provide reliable internet access to their communities, and how
many libraries in Idaho are increasing their broadband. She shared the
importance of internet access to students and continued that libraries offer
mobile hot spots to be brought into the home. Ms. Bailey-White continued
that the Commission is committed to workforce development and shared
their activities to that end.



Ms. Bailey-White responded to questions that H 194 (2019), relating to
content filtering requirements, was causing issues to filtering adult material
in their mobile hot spots. Due to the costs involved, many libraries were
struggling to update their mobile hot spots to be able to filter adult material.
She continued that a postponement of filtering requirements for mobile hot
spots would allow libraries to find funding to support content filtering. She
responded to Committee questions that E-Rate filtering funding could not be
used for mobile hot spot filtering requirements.

PRESENTATION: Tim Hill, Associate Deputy Superintendent of the Idaho State Department
of Education (Department), explained the current funding for Idaho
Educational Services for the Deaf and the Blind, as well as the current
funding for public schools and the funding request for public schools from
Superintendent Sherri Ybarra for the coming year. He detailed the changes
in the requests from specific state dedicated funds. He went on to detail
the uses to which the increased funding requests would be put. Mr. Hill
continued with an explanation of how funds were utilized in fiscal year
(FY) 2019 and an itemized estimate of the Department's funding needs in
order to meet statutory requirements for FY 2021. This was followed with
estimates for the Department's upcoming itemized funding requests.
Mr. Hill responded to a question about the past withdrawal from the public
education stabilization fund by stating that increased enrollment had caused
expenditures to be higher than expected.

PRESENTATION: Dr. Cheryl Charlton, Superintendent of Idaho Digital Learning Academy
(IDLA), introduced her staff and began her presentation with a brief history
of IDLA.
Jeff Simmons, Director of Supervision and Instruction for IDLA, shared that
middle school enrollment in IDLA has increased 183 percent since 2015.
He shared that 87 percent of students pass their IDLA courses, and 90
percent of students who take the course with a teacher in the room during
a designated hour pass the course. He continued that one in five rural
students took IDLA courses last year, while one in ten urban students
took an IDLA course. Nearly three-quarters of IDLA advanced placement
(AP), and duel credit enrollments are from rural schools, while nearly a
third of urban students taking IDLA courses were doing so to advance their
post-secondary careers.
Ryan Gravette, Technology Director for IDLA, shared some of the
additional resources that IDLA offers to students, including tutoring, a
parent engagement portal, personalized math learning, and SLP (services
for language pathology). Mr. Gravette shared IDLA's advances in cyber
security. He continued with a discussion of the many different organizations
that IDLA partners with. He concluded with a look forward to the upcoming
programs in IDLA.
In response to Committee questions, Mr. Simmons noted that IDLA offers
many resources for professional development for its instructors and for
instructors in school districts across the state.

RS 27533 Senator Lent explained to the Committee that the RS seeks to promote
proper preparation of school board members.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send RS 27533 to print. Vice Chairman
Thayn seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote
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MINUTES APPROVAL: Senator Den Hartog moved to approve the Minutes of January 16, 2020,
Senator Woodward seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice
vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned
the meeting at 4:31 pm.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

___________________________
Bethany Johnson
Assistant Secretary
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Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog, Crabtree,
Woodward, Lent, Mathias(Buckner-Webb), and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
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CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:01 p.m.

PRESENTATION: Robyn Lockett, Analyst for Legislative Services Office (LSO) Budget and Policy
Division, gave an overview of the budget book, which included a side-by-side
comparison of Superintendent Ybarra's budget request and the Governor's budget
recommendation (see Attachment 1). Ms. Lockett then gave a more detailed
analysis of the budget line items, including money to pay salaries of administrators,
salaries and benefits for teachers, and health insurance for school employees. She
went on to explain the line items for literacy improvement, mastery education, and
the Central Services Division. Ms. Lockett concluded her presentation with an
explanation of the line items for Educational Services for the Deaf and Blind and the
Superintendent of Public Instruction's office budget.
Janet Jessup, Analyst for LSO Budget and Policy Division, gave an overview of
the State Board of Education's budget, including budgets for higher education, the
Opportunity Scholarship, and other grants and scholarships. She explained the
formula behind the changes in funding from fiscal year (FY) 2020 to FY 2021. Ms.
Jessup included the recommendation for funding of a cybersecurity program to
be made collaboratively between Idaho State University, University of Idaho, and
Boise State University. She also included the funding for health education programs
and the programs which are exempt from decreasing their funding by 2 percent,
including K-12 funding, scholarships and grants, and health education programs.

SCR 120 Vice Chairman Thayn told the Committee that, in creating this resolution, he tried
to focus on the core of what was best for Idaho students. He went on that many
tenth grade students don't take the Idaho Standards Achievement Test (ISAT)
seriously, and that the legislature should look to either replace the test or address
student engagement. He concluded that the resolution doesn't call for immediate
action, but for action to be considered.



TESTIMONY: Dr. Andy Grover, Superintendent of Melba school district, testified in support of
the bill and shared that Melba recently acquired an industry business partner to
allow students to go straight from school into the workforce. He went on that many
students are having issues passing the ISAT and the district was struggling to
prepare a curriculum that would prepare students both for the ISAT and for entering
the workforce. Dr. Grover reiterated Vice Chairman Thayn's point that students
are not engaged in the ISAT. He continued that the data from the ISAT was not
helpful for assessing where the school needs to focus special attention. He told the
Committee that there is no perfect curriculum and focused data allows educators to
better prepare their students.
Jeff Dillon, Superintendent of Wilder School District and Principal of Wilder Middle
High School, testified in support of the bill. He told the Committee that the Wilder
District focuses on teaching students how to learn and gives students the ability
to choose a pathway to their career. He shared that students who are engaged
in the ISAT are proficient in the ISAT at a rate of 100 percent. However, many
students were not engaged because they did not see the ISAT as being valuable
to their education.
Ryan Cantrell, Superintendent of Bruneau Grand View school district, shared that
the ISAT is not a valuable summative assessment, and asked that Idaho cease
the tenth grade ISAT and use the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) instead. He
encouraged Idaho to look for ways to measure student achievement in ways other
than using the ISAT.

DISCUSSION: Senator Crabtree asked if there would be a way to compare new testing methods
to ISAT data so that the state would not lose the data gathered from the ISAT.
Vice Chairman Thayn responded that the SAT had been used for several years
and that because student engagement in the ISAT is so low, there were issues
with using that data gathered from it.

MOTION: Senator Lentmoved to send SCR 120 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

S 1266 Senator Johnson explained that S 1266 simply deleted language related to an
account that, at the end of FY 2020, will be paid out and will no longer be active.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send S 1266 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Winder seconded the motion. The motion passed
by voice vote.

S 1278 Senator Ward-Engelking invited Quinn Perry, Policy and Government Affairs
Director for the Idaho School Board Association (ISBA), to present the bill.
Ms. Perry shared that the fee associated with getting a driver's license went to a
fund for reimbursing schools and districts for driver's education. She went on that S
1278 would increase the amount per student that school districts were reimbursed
because the account had grown to nearly $5 million but the reimbursement rate
had not changed since 1996. The reimbursement per student would grow from
$125 to $150.
Ms. Perry responded to Committee questions that in FY 2020, roughly 9,400
students were projected to take driver's education classes and that private driving
schools could partner with school districts' or charter schools' driver's education
classes and qualify for reimbursement, but that they would not qualify for
reimbursement for students who simply took a privately offered class.
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TESTIMONY: Fred Birnbaum of the Idaho Freedom Foundation (IFF) stood to testify in
opposition to S 1278. He explained that IFF does not believe that the bill will benefit
all students equally because it does not apply to students who took a privately
offered class. Mr. Birnbaum responded to Committee questions that he did not
know what percentage of Idaho students went to private driving schools and that he
believed that there were certain requirements to move from a learner's permit to a
driver's license, which would be met in driver's education.
Nancy Gregory, Boise School District Trustee, spoke in support of S 1278 and
said that because the reimbursement had not increased in so long, school districts
were struggling to cover all of the costs associated with offering driver's education
classes.

DISCUSSION: Senator Ward-Engelking closed by commenting that where she grew up in rural
Idaho, there was no private option for driver's education. She pointed out that many
rural areas still did not have private driving schools and that many students did not
have the option of waiting to get their driver's licenses until they turned 18 and
did not have to take driver's education.

MOTION: Senator Ward-Engelking moved to send S 1278 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Mathias seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION: Vice Chairman Thayn and Senator Winder both commented that the bill
contributes to the needs and safety of students, and that those things should
outweigh the possibility of increasing competition to private driving schools.

VOICE VOTE: The motion to send S 1278 to the floor with a do pass recommendation passed
by voice vote, with Senators Crabtree and Den Hartog requesting that they be
recorded as voting nay.

S 1279 Senator Lent explained that current code regarding annual superintendent
evaluations was not very specific. He continued that the quality of leadership in
school districts is one of the most essential factors to student success. He went
on to explain that S 1279 was to provide structure to school boards for evaluating
superintendents with performance indicators of third grade literacy, eighth grade
math, and graduation rates. Senator Lent continued that the plan was to work with
the State Board of Education to develop a more detailed format for superintendent
evaluation in rule, which would be a simple two-page framework.

TESTIMONY: Rob Winslow, Executive Director of the Idaho Association of School Administrators
(Association), thanked Senator Lent for bringing S 1279 forward. He told the
Committee that Senator Lent shared the draft language with the Association and
listened to feedback. He went on that most superintendents have told him that the
language is a framework with which they can work.

MOTION: Senator Woodward moved to send S 1279 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Vice Chairman Thayn seconded the motion. The motion carried
by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 4:34 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Tuesday, February 04, 2020—Minutes—Page 3





















AGENDA
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Wednesday, February 05, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
DOCKET NO.
08-0113-1901

Committee Action on Docket Tracie Bent, Chief
Planning and Policy
Officer, State Board of
Education

DOCKET NO.
08-0201-1902

Committee Action on Docket Tracie Bent
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Committee Action on Docket Tracie Bent
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Committee Action on Docket Marilyn Whitney
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Committee Action on Docket Tracie Bent
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Committee Action on Docket Tracie Bent

RS27598 Flexible Elementary Schedules Senator Steven Thayn
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CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the meeting of the Senate Education Committee
(Committee) to order at 3:05 p.m.

PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Chairman Mortimer passed the gavel to Vice Chairman Thayn.

Vice Chairman Thayn said the Committee had previously heard the rules and
Committee action would now take place.

DOCKET NO.
08-0113-1901

Tracie Bent, Chief Planning and Policy Officer, State Board of Education (Board),
told the Committee the docket outlines the eligibility and application requirements
and amends a section authorizing the Board to award up to 20 percent of the funds
to individuals with 24 or more postsecondary credits.

MOTION: Chairman Mortimer moved to approve Docket No. 08-0113-1901. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

DOCKET NO.
08-0201-1902

Ms. Bent stated that last year, legislation was introduced that conflicted with
language already in code. Also, two sections were identified that are now obsolete
and are being removed.

MOTION: Senator Lent moved to approve Docket No. 08-0201-1902. Senator Crabtree
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

DOCKET NO.
08-0202-1901

Marilyn Whitney, Deputy Superintendent of Communications and Policy, State
Department of Education, explained that the docket sets standards for suicide
awareness and prevention training to public school personnel.

MOTION: Senator Crabtree moved to approve Docket No. 08-0202-1901. Chairman
Mortimer seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

DOCKET NO.
08-0202-1902

Ms. Whitney presented this rule and said the Professional Standards Commission
follows a strategic plan of annually reviewing 20 percent of the Idaho standards for
initial certification. All standards and endorsements were revised to better align with
national standards and best practices. Also, technical corrections were made.

DISCUSSION: Chairman Mortimer asked if this docket contains anything that the Idaho House of
Representatives had taken issue with. Ms. Whitney responded that the House
would be addressing the docket tomorrow.

MOTION: Chairman Mortimer moved that Docket No. 08-0202-1902 be held subject to the
call of the Chair. Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion. The motion carried
by voice vote.



DOCKET NO.
08-0202-1903

Ms. Bent drew the Committee's attention to the added text of the rule and told the
Committee that some definitions had been deleted from the rule since they had
been updated in Idaho Code.

MOTION: Chairman Mortimer moved to approve Docket No. 08-0202-1903. Senator Lent
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

DOCKET NO.
08-0203-1901

Ms. Bent told the Committee that each Career Technical Education (CTE) program
had standalone standards prior to 2016. During the 2016 rulemaking process, the
standards were incorporated into the administrative code. The standards being
considered this year include agriculture and natural resources; business and
marketing education; engineering and technology; health sciences; and skilled
and technical sciences.

DISCUSSION: Chairman Mortimer inquired if the Committee had already approved the CTE
omnibus. Ms. Bent indicated that the Committee had, but that the standards
were contained in the general omnibus rather than the CTE omnibus. Ms. Bent
responded to Committee questions that the standards do not require any specific
methods of teaching.

MOTION: Senator Ward-Engelking moved to approve Docket No. 08-0203-1901. Senator
Den Hartog seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

DOCKET NO.
08-0203-1902

Ms. Bent told the Committee that this docket pertains to data collection and
requires school districts to report chronic absenteeism to the Board rather than to
the federal government.

MOTION: Chairman Mortimer moved to approve Docket No. 08-0203-1902. Senator
Crabtree seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

DOCKET NO.
08-0203-1903

Ms. Whitney explained that this docket establishes science standards for
significantly cognitively impaired students and updates the timing of the
administration of the science assessment.

DISCUSSION: Chairman Mortimer asked if the rule only applies to significantly cognitively
impaired students. Ms. Whitney responded that only the extended science
standards affected that population of students, and that the timing update of
science assessment applied to all students. The Committee asked what would
happen if they rejected the science standards. Ms. Whitney responded that the
state is required to have standards and that designing and developing a new set of
standards, plus a new test, may take a very long time.

MOTION: Chairman Mortimer moved to approve Docket No. 08-0203-1903. Senator
Ward-Engleking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

DOCKET NO.
08-0204-1901

Ms. Bent explained that the rule allows for charter schools whose charter
authorizer has neither approved nor denied a school's charter certificate to remain
charter schools until a decision is reached.

DISCUSSION: Senator Den Hartog asked if charter schools authorized by school districts go
through a process to be certified as charter schools and Ms. Bent responded
that they do.

MOTION: Senator Lent moved to approve Docket No. 08-0204-1901. Chairman Mortimer
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

DOCKET NO.
55-0103-1901

Ms. Bent said that the docket transitioned the distribution formula for added-cost
funding for CTE schools from average daily attendance to an enrollment-based
formula.

DISCUSSION: Chairman Mortimer inquired if the amount of money for CTE schools would
change. Ms. Bent responded that it would not.
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MOTION: Chairman Mortimer moved to approve Docket No. 55-0103-1901. Senator Den
Hartog seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Vice Chairman Thayn passed the gavel back to Chairman Mortimer.

RS 27598 Vice Chairman Thayn told the Committee that RS 27598 encourages parents to
be involved in their elementary child's education and to partner with public school
teachers. By doing this, students can get ahead in their academic studies and
parents can negotiate a flexible attendance schedule which will allow a student to
have partial day or full day absences for the purpose of family activities, recreation,
travel, and home-based educational activities. The bill has a mechanism that will
not let schools lose funding and it also determines if the child is advanced.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send RS 27598 to print. Senator Crabtree
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 3:41 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

___________________________
Juanita Budell
Assistant Secretary
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CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to
order at 3:02 p.m.

PRESENTATION: Beth Oppenheimer, Executive Director of the Idaho Association for the
Education of Young Children (IAEYC), opened her presentation with a
description of the application process for IAEYC's application for a federal
preschool grant (see Attachment 1). She shared the history of the purpose of
the Preschool Development Grant. Ms. Oppenheimer went on to describe the
actions required by the grant and IAEYC's plans for fulfilling those requirements.
She outlined a timeline for the completion of this plan, which must be completed
by December 30, 2020. She concluded her presentation with a video she had
received from U.S. Senator Jim Risch.

DISCUSSION: Chairman Mortimer asked how Ms. Oppenheimer hoped to involve parents
in the pre-school process. Ms. Oppenheimer responded that in the needs
assessment stage of the grant, there would be multiple surveys and focus
groups of parents to identify where work needs to be done to improve parent
engagement.

GUBERNATORIAL
APPOINTMENT
VOTE:

Senator Winder moved to send the Gubernatorial appointment of Kurt Liebich
to the State Board of Education to the floor with recommendation that he be
confirmed by the Senate. Senator Ward-Engelking seconded the motion.
The motion passed by voice vote. Senator Winder agreed to sponsor the
appointment on the floor.

RS 27619 Senator Souza shared that many education stakeholders have expressed
concern that there are no classes addressing personal financial learning. She
continued that the resolution was meant to start the conversation around
financial literacy education.

MOTION: Senator Crabtreemoved to send RS 27619 to print. Senator Winder seconded
the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

RS 27602C1 Senator Den Hartog told the Committee that the legislation is meant to provide
grandfather rights for when an educator has an endorsement that is no longer
offered in Idaho, so that the educator may continue to display the endorsement.

MOTION: Senator Ward-Engelking moved to send RS 27602C1 to print. Senator
Woodward seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.



SCR 122 Vice Chairman Thayn told the Committee that the resolution asks the State
Board of Education and State Department of Education to review graduation
requirements. He went on that current requirements are centered around
university preparation, and many students' goals do not include four-year
university. Vice Chairman Thayn told the Committee that some states had
created different pathways to graduate high school (see Attachment 2). He
continued that this would particularly serve career-technical high schools and
that he believed it was time for Idaho to examine the possibility.

DISCUSSION: Senator Lent commented that in order to improve the educational situation of
Idaho students, the Legislature must be open to growth and flexibility in the
education system.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send SCR 122 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Crabtree seconded the motion. The motion carried
by voice vote.

S 1285: Senator Lent opened his presentation with a description of his experience
working in school boards and his time working in training development. He went
on to describe the role of school boards working with unions, school facilities,
and other highly regulated activities. He continued that school boards need to
have a high degree of knowledge about all of these activities and the regulations
involved. Senator Lent told the Committee that he had seen school board
members whose knowledge base prevented them from feeling comfortable
contributing to conversations. S 1285 requires school board members to
complete training and meet with their superintendent in order to ensure they
have a deep understanding of the concepts which school boards must deal with.

DISCUSSION: Senator Crabtree asked if Senator Lent had any data to suggest that the
training would translate into higher-performing school board members. Senator
Lent referenced the Lighthouse Project, which had proven just that.

TESTIMONY: Quinn Perry, Policy and Government Affairs Director for the Idaho School
Boards Association (Association), shared that the Association is taking a neutral
position on S 1285 and thanked Senator Lent for involving the Association in
the bill's development. She went on that the Association supports educating
school board members, but has a slight concern that an imposition of training
may discourage future candidates from running for the school board. Ms. Perry
responded to Committee questions that she agreed that an electronic training
would increase accessibility and that the Association is working with Idaho
Digital Learning Academy to create an online school board training platform.

DISCUSSION: Senator Lent concluded with a discussion on the importance of moving forward
to improve Idaho education.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send S 1285 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Buckner-Webb seconded the motion. The motion
passed by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 3:47 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary
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CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to
order at 3:00 p.m. and opened with a reading from the book, A Heap O 'Living
Along Life's Highway, by Edgar A. Guest, the poem "Washington."

RS 27249 Tracie Bent, Chief Planning and Policy Officer for State Board of Education
(Board), explained that the RS codifies a program that exists by appropriation and
rule. She explained that the codification of the Extended Employment Services
program would address many of the challenges that the program faces. Ms.
Bent explained the purpose and services of the program, to help those with
disabilities enter the workforce.

MOTION: Senator Buckner-Webb moved to send RS 27249 to print. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote, with
Senator Lent requesting that he be recorded as voting nay.

RS 27679 Senator Burgoyne explained that the RS created a volunteer mentorship
program to allow career professionals to mentor recently-graduated high school
seniors to assist them in completing career readiness certifications. Senator
Burgoyne explained that the volunteer mentors would be overseen by paid
volunteer coordinators.

DISCUSSION: Senator Lent asked why the current system is not working for high school
students. Senator Burgoyne replied that there is no statewide program providing
mentors to students, so there is no cohesive current system.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send RS 27679 to print. Vice Chairman Thayn
seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

RS 27668 Senator Ward-Engelking explained that RS 27668 was brought forward to
allow rural school districts to create their own educators. She went on to tell the
Committee that the goal was to allow educators with provisional certifications to
use professional development funds to work toward a full certification. Senator
Ward-Engelking also shared that the RS opens the Opportunity Scholarship to
educational paraprofessionals in order to allow them to get certified as teachers.

MOTION: Vice Chairman Thayn moved to send RS 27668 to print. Senator Den Hartog
seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

RS 27551 Senator Ward-Engelking told the Committee that RS 27551 seeks to incentivize
teachers to stay in rural school districts by providing student loan forgiveness
at an increased rate for each year a teacher stays in a rural school district, for
up to five years.



Representative Toone shared that most Idaho schools are rural in nature, and
that one in five rural students does not graduate. She continued that keeping
quality teachers in rural schools would increase the graduation rate.

MOTION: Senator Buckner-Webb moved to send RS 27551 to print. Vice Chairman
Thayn seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

RS 27649 Senator Den Hartog presented RS 27649 and told the Committee that it creates
an enrollment-based funding formula. She went on that the RS provides a
transition period and trial period for the state to analyze if the current Average
Daily Attendance (ADA) based funding formula is more appropriate for funding
Idaho schools. Senator Den Hartog also pointed out that a portion of RS 27649
incentivizes success in certain vulnerable student populations.

DISCUSSION: Senator Winder asked when the new funding formula is proposed to go into
effect. Senator Den Hartog responded that it is meant to go into effect for the
2021-22 school year.

MOTION: Senator Lent moved to send RS 27649 to print. Senator Winder seconded the
motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

RS 27650 Vice Chairman Thayn told the Committee that the administrators of private
schools had expressed that their students' parents were frustrated that their
students had no access to funds for advanced opportunities. He continued that
RS 27650 opens the advanced opportunities funds for limited use by private
school students.

DISCUSSION: Senator Ward-Engelking expressed concern that the Idaho State Constitution
prohibits the use of public school funds for private school funds. Vice Chairman
Thayn explained that the mechanics of the bill prevented this from being an issue.
Senator Winder suggested obtaining an opinion from the Attorney General.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send RS 27650 to print. Senator Winder
seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote, with Senators
Ward-Engelking and Buckner-Webb requesting that they be recorded as voting
nay.
Chairman Mortimer told the Committee that RS 27699 would precede RS 27350.

RS 27699 Senator Lent told the Committee that the RS allows industry professionals to
access teacher mentorship to become career technical instructors and provides a
way for them to enter into the education profession with a position on the career
ladder that considers their industry experience in the calculation of their salary.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send RS 27699 to print. Senator Winder
seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

RS 27350 Senator Winder presented RS 27350 on behalf of Senator Crabtree. He
explained that the RS added to the statute guiding which crimes disqualify a
person from holding a teaching certification. He went on that the current statute
only includes crimes against children, and that the RS includes the same crimes
when they are committed against adults.

MOTION: Senator Lent moved to send RS 27350 to print. Senator Winder seconded the
motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Chairman Mortimer passed the gavel to Vice Chairman Thayn.
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RS 27600C1 Chairman Mortimer told the Committee that RS 27600C1 is a resolution to
create an interim committee for reviewing Idaho content standards. He went on
that the time had come to try to get the Idaho education community on the same
page surrounding content standards. Chairman Mortimer told the Committee
that creating a path forward for content standards is the best option for Idaho.

DISCUSSION: Senator Winder asked if the RS had any support in the House. Chairman
Mortimer responded that the idea to have a resolution had started in the House,
but that this resolution was different than the resolution that the House had put
forward. Currently, there was no standing agreement in the House regarding
RS 27600C1.

MOTION: Senator Lent moved to send RS 27600C1 to print. Senator Den Hartog
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Vice Chairman Thayn passed the gavel back to Chairman Mortimer

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 3:55 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

___________________________
Juanita Budell
Assistant Secretary
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CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee)
to order at 3:01 p.m.

S 1293 Vice Chairman Thayn presented S 1293 and told the Committee that the
bill allows elementary schools to implement a program to allow students to
advance a year ahead of their grade level and negotiate a flexible schedule.
He went on that parents are a major indicator of student success, because
engaged parents help their children to succeed in school. Vice Chairman
Thayn said that, in writing the bill, he was careful to minimize extra work
on the teacher, as the teachers do not track the children's progress or
homework at home, and that if a student's teacher does not believe the
flexible schedule will work for the student, the flexible schedule will not be
implemented. He continued that because the bill does not contain any
mandates, any school district could participate in the flexible schedule
program, but no school district would have to. He listed the benefits of the
program, including increased student engagement in standardized testing,
higher parent engagement, and opportunities for students

DISCUSSION: Senator Ward-Engelking asked how a teacher would assess a child's
performance who was only attending school 55 percent of the time. Vice
Chairman Thayn responded that the bill requires participating children
to attend school 65 percent of the time and that the bill requires the
parents, teachers, and administrators of the student to agree on the flexible
schedule ahead of time, in order to allow teachers to schedule accordingly.
He went on that many of the parents he had spoken to in drafting this bill
were looking for ways to spend more time with their children without home
schooling their children.
Senator Buckner-Webb expressed concerns about the program being
utilized in a way that may not benefit the children involved. Vice Chairman
Thayn responded that the teachers must sign off on the flexible schedule,
which would protect the child's education. Vice Chairman Thayn made the
point that children would be evaluated more than once per year. Chairman
Mortimer told the Committee that it was important to remember that the
program was voluntary, applied only to students who were advanced by
a year, and stated his support for parent involvement in education. He
went on that many advanced students, by remaining in the mainstream
education schedule, lose their passion for learning.



Senator Ward-Engelking commented that she agreed that parent
engagement is essential to student success, but that she believed it
was more important in the classroom. Senator Woodward said that he
struggled with the idea of funding the school at the same level as if the
student were attending and the idea of the burden on the teacher.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send S 1293 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Winder seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION: Senator Den Hartog said that while the concerns expressed by the
Committee were valid, the bill gave an opportunity to enhance the
partnership between parents and schools. She went on that she was more
concerned about funding schools for the education students received
rather than for their physical attendance. She finished by stating parents
are a resource that Idaho can and should tap into. Senator Winder told
the Committee that some of the concerns that the Committee had raised
over this bill were similar to the concerns raised over dual credit classes
and expressed his support for S 1293.

VOICE VOTE: The motion passed by voice vote, with Senator Woodward, Crabtree,
Buckner-Webb, andWard-Engelking requesting to be recorded as voting
nay.

S 1304 Senator Den Hartog introduced S 1304 and told the Committee that an
educator in Idaho was told that an endorsement she held on her teaching
certificate could no longer be displayed on her certificate because Idaho
no longer offered that endorsement. She went on that the bill would
allow teachers to keep endorsements that Idaho no longer offers on their
certificate, so long as that teaching certificate was kept up to date.
Senator Lent asked if she knew what the State Department of
Education's (Department) stance on S 1304 was. Senator Den Hartog
responded that she did not. Marilyn Whitney, Deputy Superintendent
for Communications and Policy for the Department, told the Committee
that some endorsements become out of date and are transitioned into
differently-named endorsements. She went on that the Department had
requirements for teachers to keep their endorsements, and that the
Department works with teachers whose endorsements are expiring to
transition them into the new endorsements. Lisa Colon Durham, Director
of Certification and Professional Development for the Department, told the
Committee that the Department has a process for transitioning teachers
from an expired endorsement to a new endorsement. She went on that
many of the expired endorsements had been renamed and changed.

MOTION: Senator Lent moved to send S 1304 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Vice Chairman Thayn seconded the motion. The
motion carried by voice vote.

DISCUSSION: Chairman Mortimer told the Committee that they would find some basic
education budget information in their folders and briefly explained each
of the documents. He invited the Committee to write down their top
three funding priorities and to write a statement to the Joint Finance and
Appropriations Committee (JFAC) which he would share with JFAC when
he presented the Committee's budget recommendation.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer
adjourned the meeting at 4:09 p.m.
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Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary
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CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:04 p.m.

S 1323 Senator Crabtree told the Committee that Idaho Code does not prevent
perpetrators of violence against adults from working in schools. He went on that S
1323 prevents people convicted of violent crimes against children or adults from
teaching or working schools.

DISCUSSION: Senator Ward-Engelking asked for clarifications on the types of crimes that
would prevent a person from becoming a teacher. Senator Crabtree clarified that
there would have to be proof that the crime was committed with intent to commit
a serious felony.
Lisa Colon Durham, Director of Certification and Professional standards for the
State Department of Education (Department), stood and told the Committee that
there are certain crimes which will completely disqualify a person from certification,
and others which can disqualify a person from certification. She also told the
Committee that there are certificated individuals working in Idaho schools with the
crimes under this bill, and that if they reapplied for certification, the Department
would have to deny their application.
Senator Lent expressed that the bill could negatively affect individuals who had
already made restitution for their past crimes.
Senator Crabtree closed by saying that Idaho students and teachers should have
a reasonable expectation of safety in school and asked the Committee to send S
1323 to the floor with a do pass recommendation
Senators Lent, Ward-Engelking, and Vice Chairman Thayn expressed thoughts
that the bill may be too prohibitive. Senator Winder said that the bill addressed
issues of security and protection of students.

MOTION: Senator Woodward moved to send S 1323 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Winder seconded the motion. The motion passed by
voice vote, with Senators Ward-Engelking, Rohn, and Lent requesting they be
recorded as voting nay.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Lent moved to approve the Minutes from January 20, 2020. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.
Senator Crabtree moved to approve the Minutes from January 21, 2020. Senator
Winder seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.



Vice Chairman Thayn moved to approve the Minutes from January 22, 2020.
Senator Woodward seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.
Senator Ward-Engelking moved to approve the Minutes from January 23, 2020.
Senator Lent seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Chairman Mortimer passed the gavel to Vice Chairman Thayn.

DOCKET NO.
08-0000-1900

Tracie Bent, Chief Planning and Policy Officer for the State Board of Education,
told the Committee that the docket re-codifies all the administrative rules from
IDAPA 08 prior to July 1, 2019. She then detailed the sections of the rule that had
been allowed to expire, all of which were allowed to expire because their provisions
were governed in other sections of rule or code or because the programs they
governed were never implemented. Ms. Bent briefly explained each of the sections
of the docket and explained that any substantive changes to the rules had been
presented as separate dockets. She explained that the separate dockets would
override the sections in the omnibus rules.

TESTIMONY: Dr. Lori Sanchez, Idaho Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (IACTE),
testified in favor of the docket and spoke to the importance of rigorous professional
teacher certification standards. She went on that IACTE wished to be included in
the development of teacher certification standards.
Rod Gramer, President and CEO of Idaho Business for Education (IBE), spoke in
support of the docket and of Idaho education standards, as they create confidence
in businesses moving to Idaho that the workforce is well-educated.
Jay Larsen, Idaho Technology Council (ITC), spoke in support of the docket
and of Idaho education standards, as they foster innovation and critical thinking
in students. He went on that Idaho's math and science education standards are
rigorous and contribute to the rapid growth in Idaho's computer science industries.
Quinn Perry, Policy and Government Affairs Director for the Idaho School Boards
Association, spoke in support of the omnibus docket and to the content standards
contained in the docket.

MOTION: Chairman Mortimer moved to approve Docket No. 08-0000-1900. Senator Den
Hartog seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION: Chairman Mortimer told the Committee that keeping a foundation of standards
is essential to the education system, and that Idaho must discuss the possibility
of new standards.
Senator Ward-Engelking expressed the importance of keeping robust teacher
certification standards.
Vice Chairman Thayn told the Committee that simplification and prioritization of
standards was extremely important. He went on that the unified discussion of
content standards was the best option. He concluded that before repealing current
standards, there ought to be a plan for new standards.
Senator Winder told the Committee that there is still a large amount of work to be
done surrounding content standards, but that there must be standards in place.
Senator Den Hartog told the Committee that she supports the concept of having
a foundation for stability as the Legislature moves forward in further developing
content standards for Idaho Education.
Senator Rohn voiced his support for the education standards and went on that
no matter the standards, Idaho schools would continue to prepare students for
college and careers.
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VOICE VOTE: The motion to approve Docket No. 08-0000-1900 passed by voice vote.
PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Vice Chairman Thayn passed the gavel to Chairman Mortimer.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
Committee at 4:04 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary
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CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:03 p.m.

PAGE
FAREWELL:

Senate Page Sarah Young thanked the Committee for the opportunity and shared
that she felt privileged to be involved in the legislative process, and that she felt her
experience had helped her prepare for her future career in law practice.
Vice Chairman Thayn asked Ms. Young to expound on her plans for the future.
Ms. Young shared that she hopes to go to law school and become a judge.
Chairman Mortimer read aloud the letter of recommendation he had prepared for
Ms. Young and gave her a gift of appreciation.

PRESENTATION: Katherine Lawrence, Director of State Government Relations for ACT, Inc. (ACT),
thanked the Committee for the opportunity to present. She shared a brief history of
ACT, Inc. She shared that moving forward, ACT is looking to offer online testing
with test scores returned within 48 hours. Additionally, students will be able to
retake specific subject matter sections of the test in order to focus on improving
their scores. Ms. Lawrence went on to share that ACT offers fee waivers to take
the test twice for low-income students, and that number will be increased to four fee
waivers per student by September of 2020.
Kaliko Oligo, Director of State Partnerships for ACT, told the Committee how
ACT deployed the test to states. He went on that ACT is working on college and
career readiness to work toward preparing students for the workforce as well as
post-secondary education. Mr. Oligo told the Committee that his team had studied
data to provide information on possible career paths for students. Mr. Oligo told
the Committee that the ACT is based on Common Core standards. He went on
that 26 states use a college admissions test to measure student achievement for
state data or for federal testing compliance. Mr. Oligo responded to Committee
questions that the ACT concordance table allows students to compare their scores
with the SAT and ACT to see if they had scored advanced, proficient, basic, or
below basic in certain subject areas.

DISCUSSION: Vice Chairman Thayn asked how ACT would modify their test to meet Florida's
new content standards. Mr. Oligo responded that ACT would provide ACT
standards data to Florida for their review, and that they could create a test that
would align with Florida's new standards.



In response to Senator Rohn's question about the equality of opportunity SAT and
ACT tests offer to students, Ms. Lawrence told the Committee that standardized
tests acted as an equalizer for students who cannot afford college without
scholarship assistance.
Senator Den Hartog asked how the ACT would engage students who are not
interested in post-secondary education. Ms. Lawrence responded that while the
ACT measures college readiness, there is a program to measure career readiness
as well. Mr. Oligo added that ACT offers a program to track a student's career
interest and readiness from the eighth grade on.
Chairman Mortimer asked what the future holds for standardized testing. Ms.
Lawrence responded that ACT is working to make the test serve students' futures.
Mr. Oligo responded that ACT is working to provide resources to help educators
respond to their students' test scores. He went on that ACT is reassessing how
they deliver their test questions in order to accurately assess students' proficiency
and needs.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 3:58 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary
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Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:00 p.m. He opened by reading a poem, "Destiny", from the book A Heap o'
Living Along Life's Highway by Edgar A. Guest.

PAGE
INTRODUCTION:

Halle Torgerson, Senate page, introduced herself to the Committee. She told
them of her future plans to attend Boise State University for her pre-medicine
requirements.

PRESENTATION: Wally Hedrick, President, Idaho School Board Association (ISBA), introduced
the ISBA officers and staff who were in attendance. Mr. Hedrick explained the
makeup of the ISBA, and gave an overview identifying transparency, accountability,
and local governance as the foundation for the operation of each school district
and charter school. Mr. Hedrick introduced the five trustees who, having been
encouraged to share something the Committee may not know about their school
districts, would be presenting.

PRESENTATION: Bryan Pyper, ISBA Region 6 Vice Chair and Madison School District Vice Chair,
reported accomplishments of the Madison School District over the past year
including the following:
• parent and student engagement;
• student teacher mentorship;
• language immersion classes; and
• pre-professional courses and work study in nursing, agriculture, welding,

construction, and automotive engineering.
Mr. Pyper shared with the Committee the school district's high graduation and
go-on rates.

DISCUSSION: Vice Chairman Thayn asked Mr. Pyper what he believed to be the reasons for the
district's success. Mr. Pyper responded the Madison School District had extremely
active and supportive parents as well as outstanding educators. He stated his
belief that the most important indicator of a student's success is supportive parents
or guardians.
Chairman Mortimer inquired how Mr. Pyper believed other districts could increase
parent participation. Mr. Pyper replied Madison District's approach was to focus on
what was best for the students.



PRESENTATION: Karen Pyron, ISBA Region 7 Vice Chairman and Trustee with Butte County
School District in Arco, informed the Committee that through training by the ISBA
and the Idaho State Department of Education (Department), and with the help of
professional development funds made possible by the Legislature, the Butte School
District was able to analyze student achievement data. This analysis revealed a
serious need to improve sixth grade math scores. Ms. Pyron explained a plan
was developed to address this issue. She shared planning and implementation
processes that required the cooperation of the administration, School Board, and
teaching staff. Ms. Pyron emphasized that local control was an important aspect
of this process. She pointed out that it is too early to declare the new program a
success, but there are indications that improvements are being made.
Chairman Mortimer and Senator Den Hartog congratulated Ms. Pyron on the
Butte County School District's use of student data to create programs to better
serve their students. Senator Lent echoed their sentiment.

PRESENTATION: Michelle Lippert, ISBA Region 1 Vice Chair, shared the successes of the Post
Falls School District including:
• high graduation rates;
• student access to college credits; and
• programs requiring suspended students to engage in community service and

academic work.
Ms. Lippert discussed the importance of social-emotional education and suicide
prevention.
Senator Lent voiced his support of social-emotional education. Senator
Ward-Engelking thanked Ms. Lippert for her service to Idaho education and
expressed her hope for greater funding for social-emotional education.

PRESENTATION: Marg Chipman, ISBA Past President, presented the successes of the Weiser
School District, where the first priority is the children. She listed programs available
to the students including:
• expansive career-technical education opportunities;
• dual credit offerings;
• outstanding fine arts programs;
• college and career mentor program;
• extra-curricular and co-curricular offerings;
• successful academic and interscholastic stars competitions; and
• Indian Head Academy alternative school.
Ms. Chipman reported that the school district has a rate of 58 percent of its
students going on to higher education, including acceptance into several Ivy League
universities. She stated the Weiser School District is focused on positive placement
and notes their graduates go on to missions, military service, and good-paying jobs.

DISCUSSION: In response to Chairman Mortimer's questions, Ms. Chapman stated she attributed
the school's success to a combination of a student-centered community culture and
an influx of young adults returning to the community.
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PRESENTATION: Ken Hart, ISBA Region 2 Chair from Nezperce, pointed out that Nezperce is one
of the two distinguished schools in Idaho in the Title I program, and has been
nationally recognized for student performance and academic growth. He shared
the strengths of the district as being:
• high quality educators;
• strong community support;
• low student to teacher ratio;
• grant success;
• well-maintained facilities; and
• focus on student expression.
Mr. Hart stated that the weaknesses of the district were low student numbers
and new teacher recruitment. He felt the opportunities included expanding the
curriculum into adult education, and the threats to the district being changing
funding formulas.
In response to Senator Winder's questions, Mr. Hart discussed Nezperce's low
student-teacher ratio which allowed teachers to identify and meet the needs of
individual students.
Mr. Hedrick closed the presentation by asking the Committee to remember the
variety of needs and abilities of the different school districts and charters, stressing
the importance of local governance. He extended a plea to not support legislation
that hinders school districts in doing their job. Mr. Hedrick thanked Chairman
Mortimer for his thoughtful service and led a standing ovation in Chairman
Mortimer's honor.

SCR 128 Relating to Financial Literacy. Senator Souza advised the Committee that SCR
128 deals with financial literacy education. She stated that SCR 128 was a general
opening for a conversation about the importance of financial literacy. She pointed
out some of the reason for the resolution as follows:
• Americans between the ages of 18 and 29 owe over $1 trillion;
• lack of financial stability while young can have life long effects;
• making personal finance classes available to Idaho students would promote

financial stability.
Senator Souza advised that SCR 128 encourages Idaho high schools, colleges,
and universities to offer credit-bearing personal finance classes.
Senator Ward-Engelking asked Senator Souza what classes would be eliminated
in order to offer financial literacy. Senator Souza responded the classes would be
optional, not required, so nothing would need to be eliminated.

TESTIMONY: Lincoln Smyser, Legislative and Communications Director for Idaho State
Treasurer's Office, voiced Treasurer Ellsworth's support for SCR 128, stating the
Treasurer's belief that financial literacy is an important first step toward financial
stability.

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Monday, February 17, 2020—Minutes—Page 3



Michael Watson, Chief Marketing Officer for Idaho Central Credit Union (ICCU),
affirmed that ICCU stands in full support of SCR 128. He explained that teachers
have come to ICCU to request assistance in educating their students about
personal finances. ICCU has a division devoted to helping adults achieve higher
financial literacy. He noted that ICCU partners with STUKENT, an Idaho Falls
company offering a personal finance education curriculum. He advised the
Committee that ICCU has offered a five-year grant to all high schools in Idaho to
offer the STUKENT program. The curriculum can be adapted to the teacher's
needs from a month to a full year.

DISCUSSION Vice Chairman Thayn inquired if the STUKENT curriculum is for high school or
college credit. Mr. Watson replied that it is not accredited, and explained that it
was developed by a high school teacher for high school students.
Senator Souza noted that Director Cameron stands in support of SCR 128, and
that the Department of Insurance has a strong interest in financial education. She
shared research results from Montana State University showing that financial
education increases students' ability to make informed financial choices.

MOTION: Vice Chairman Thayn moved to send SCR 128 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Lent seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote.

S 1325 Regarding Teacher Certification. Senator Ward-Engelking told the Committee
that the purpose of S 1325 is to allow school districts to grow their own teachers.
She pointed out that, especially in rural areas, it is difficult to find and to keep
teachers. S 1325 will establish programs in which non-certified employees may
seek certification while employed by a school district or charter school, using
professional development funds or the Opportunity Scholarship, as appropriate,
if the district chooses. She explained that the program would apply to those with
a college degree teaching on a provisional certificate. Senator Ward-Engelking
emphasized that the teacher shortage is found all around the state with fewer
students entering the teaching field, and that S 1325 would provide a way to
overcome this shortage.
At Chairman Mortimer's prompting, Senator Ward-Engelking explained how the
Opportunity Scholarship works.
Senator Den Hartog asked if this bill targets rural school districts. Senator
Ward-Engelking responded that it is not specifically geared to rural districts
although that is where the need is greatest.

TESTIMONY: Harold Ott, Director of Idaho Rural Schools Association, spoke in favor of S 1325.
He alleged that having a certificated teacher in every classroom is paramount in
increasing student achievement. Mr. Ott perceived the availability of professional
development funds to assist these paraprofessionals in becoming certified would
benefit school districts by helping them retain teachers. Senator Den Hartog asked
if anything now prevents districts from using professional funds for this purpose.
Mr. Ott responded that the professional development money has never been used
for that purpose.
Karen Pyron spoke in support of S 1325 declaring that paraprofessionals who
have worked in districts for a number of years become highly skilled education
professionals and should have the opportunity to become certified teachers.
She continued that S 1325 creates a way to help paraprofessionals in their own
communities to become certificated teachers.
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Marilyn Whitney, Deputy Superintendent of Policy, voiced Superintendent Ybarra's
support of S 1325, commenting that the teacher shortage is real and she supports
any additional tools and avenues districts and charter schools can use to ensure all
students can have trained and qualified teachers in their classrooms.

DISCUSSION: Senator Ward-Engelking pointed out there is no additional cost to the state.
Senator Woodward expressed concern regarding the use of the Opportunity
Scholarship for this purpose. Senator Ward-Engelking replied that the
paraprofessionals are part of the adult completers category.
Senator Den Hartog requested clarification regarding the need for a four-year
degree whereas adult completers only need 24 credits under the Opportunity
Scholarship. Senator Ward-Engelking responded that professional development
funds would be used for those with a bachelor's degree and who only need teacher
preparation classes. The paraprofessionals with 24 credits or more, and who are
working in a school district, would access the Opportunity Scholarship funds.
Vice Chairman Thayn commented that he supported this program as it is giving
people an opportunity to become more self-sufficient.

MOTION: Senator Buckner-Webb moved to send S 1325 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Vice Chairman Thayn seconded the motion. The motion carried
by voice vote with Senators Den Hartog and Crabtree requesting they be
recorded as voting nay.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 4:32 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

___________________________
Carol Cornwall
Assistant Secretary
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AGENDA
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Tuesday, February 18, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
Presentation Idaho Job Corps Demonstration Project Dr. Tina Polishchuk,

Program Manager,
Idaho Job Corps

Presentation State FFA Officers Idaho FFA Officers

S 1329 Career Technical Educators Senator Dave Lent

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Mortimer Sen Woodward Morgan Howard
Vice Chairman Thayn Sen Lent Room: WW39
Sen Winder Sen Buckner-Webb Phone: 332-1321
Sen Den Hartog Sen Ward-Engelking Email: sedu@senate.idaho.gov

Sen Crabtree
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MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Tuesday, February 18, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Crabtree, Woodward,
Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

Senator Den Hartog

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:05 p.m.

PRESENTATION: Dr. Tina Polishchuk, Program Manager of the Idaho Job Corps Demonstration
Project (Project), introduced her staff and recognized the students of the project
who were listening to the Committee meeting remotely (see Attachment 1). She
explained that the purpose of the Project is to help young people ages 16-24 to
obtain the skills and certifications they need to obtain a job with a livable wage. She
went on that the Project works to specifically serve Idaho residents (see Attachment
2). Dr. Polishchuk shared the breakdown of the funds and resources of the
Project. She also shared the benefits of the Project, including providing students
with housing, meals, medical care, daycare services, life coaching, mental health
counseling, and a bi-weekly stipend for attending all classes and activities. She
went on to tell the Committee about the requirements of students in the program,
including weekly academic progress, weekly meetings with a case manager, two
and a half hours of physical fitness weekly, and three hours of community service
weekly. Dr. Polishchuk concluded with stories about the culture, community, and
students of the Project.

DISCUSSION: In response to Committee questions, Dr. Polishchuck told the Committee that
all of the costs of the Project are covered by their federal grant, that students’
case managers help them form plans for the teachers, and that the Project recruits
students by contacting high school counselors, publishing advertisements in
newspapers and on social media, and has a presence at career fairs.

PRESENTATION: Herman Roberts, State President of the Idaho FFA Association (FFA), introduced
the Idaho FFA state officer team.
Cassidy Plum, State Secretary of Idaho FFA, thanked the Committee for the
opportunity to speak. She explained FFA's model for success, which includes
experiential agricultural learning, Supervised Agricultural Experiences (SAEs), and
FFA. She went on to explain the benefits of each of these components.
Sydney Plum, State Reporter of Idaho FFA, told the Committee that the state
has a membership of over 5,300 members. She went on that Idaho has over 95
chapters, and shared the ongoing developments in Idaho FFA. This included new
leadership conferences and other new events.



Katie Hettinga, State Treasurer of Idaho FFA, shared the leadership opportunities
that Idaho FFA members have access to, including agricultural expositions and the
opportunity to share information between FFA members and consumers in their
communities. She invited the Committee to attend the Idaho FFA State Leadership
Conference in Twin Falls in April.

S 1329 Senator Lent presented S 1329 and told the Committee that the bill had been
developed with the input of education professionals throughout the state. He went
on that the bill identifies a formula to place Career Technical Education (CTE)
industry professionals on the career ladder when they begin careers as CTE
instructors and streamlines a path for industry professionals to become certified
teachers. Senator Lent went on to explain the costs of the bill, including regional
instructor mentors and a one-time cost to boost recently teaching-certified industry
professionals to an appropriate salary on the career ladder.

TESTIMONY: Karen Echeverria, Executive Director of the Idaho School Boards Association
(ISBA), stood to testify in support of S 1329. She went on that many schools had
to supplement new instructors' income with funds from levies in order to entice
them to stay.
Terry Ryan, Board Chair of Idaho Charter School Network (ICSN) and CEO of
Bluum, stood to testify in support of the bill and told the Committee that S 1329 will
allow CTE programs to grow and improve.
Paul Stark, General Counsel at Idaho Education Association (IEA), stood to
testify in opposition to the bill. He told the Committee that while much of the bill
is appreciated by IEA, the IEA doesn't believe that CTE teachers should be given
stipends when no other teachers receive stipends. He went on that CTE instructors
should not uniquely receive accelerated placement on the career ladder, and asked
that the bill be amended to remove provisions uniquely benefiting CTE instructors.
John Eaton, Vice President of Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry (IACI),
stood to testify in support of S 1329 and told the Committee that IACI is focused on
CTE and workforce development issues.

DISCUSSION: Senator Woodward asked who made the decision of where to place new CTE
instructors on the career ladder. Tracie Bent, Chief Planning and Policy Officer
for the State Board of Education (Board), responded that the placement would be
based on showing industry experience and that the State Department of Education
(Department) would place instructors on the career ladder based on information
provided by the school district. She went on that the placement on the career ladder
would be similar to teachers coming into Idaho from other states.

MOTION: Vice Chairman Thayn moved to send S 1329 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Buckner-Webb seconded the motion. The motion
passed by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 4:14 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary
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AMENDED AGENDA #1
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Monday, February 24, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
Presentation Public Charter School Commission Jenn Thompson,

Director, Public
Charter School
Commission

H 388 Military Families, Advance Enrollment Representative Bill
Goesling

Docket No.
08-0202-1902

Teacher Certifications Marilyn Whitney,
State Department
of Education

Minutes
Approval

Minutes from January 27, 2020 Vice Chairman Thayn
and Senator Lent

Minutes from January 28, 2020 Senators Winder and
Den Hartog

Minutes from January 29, 2020 Senators
Ward-Engelking and
Crabtree

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Mortimer Sen Woodward Morgan Howard
Vice Chairman Thayn Sen Lent Room: WW39
Sen Winder Sen Buckner-Webb Phone: 332-1321
Sen Den Hartog Sen Ward-Engelking Email: sedu@senate.idaho.gov

Sen Crabtree
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MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Monday, February 24, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog, Crabtree,
Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:01 p.m. Chairman Mortimer read a poem from the book A Heap O’ Living
Along Life’s Highway by Edgar A. Guest, entitled, “Plant a Garden.”

DOCKET NO.
08-0202-1902

Chairman Mortimer told the Committee that Docket No. 08-0202-1902 would be
removed from the agenda for the day.

PRESENTATION: Jenn Thompson, Director of the Public Charter School Commission (Commission),
told the Committee about the makeup of the Commission and its staff (see
Attachments 1 and 2). She shared the choices in education that Idaho Charter
schools offer. Ms. Thompson went on to share the reasons for and process by
which charter schools are created and authorized. She expounded on this with an
explanation of the Commission's role in reauthorization of charter schools. Ms.
Thompson told the Committee about the Commission's priorities in the coming
year. These included streamlining the communication and cooperation between
charter schools, the Commissioners, and Commission staff.

DISCUSSION: In response to Committee questions, Ms. Thompson addressed the differences
between policies addressed in administrative rules and in Idaho Code. She also
discussed the recent and coming changes in data collection by the Commission.
In response to Vice Chairman Thayn’s question, Ms. Thompson explained that
the Commission uses standards that are higher than those set by the State and
explained some of the resources that have made Idaho charter schools successful.

H 388 Representative Goesling explained that H 388 establishes a process to allow
military members' students to pre-register for school and extra-curriculars by
temporarily waiving the proof of residence requirement until 10 days after the start
of school.

DISCUSSION: Vice Chairman Thayn asked what school levels this bill would apply to.
Representative Goesling replied that H 388 applies to kindergarten through the
twelfth grade.

MOTION: Senator Lent moved to send H 388 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Vice Chairman Thayn moved to approve the Minutes of January 27, 2020.
Senator Lent seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.
Senator Winder moved to approve the Minutes of January 28, 2020. Senator Den
Hartog seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.



Senator Ward-Engelking moved to approve the Minutes of January 29, 2020.
Senator Crabtree seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 3:31 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary
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Annual Report
IDAHO PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL COMMISSION

Commission Composition

Alan Reed, Chair
Term Ends:  2022

Appt. By:  Pro Tem

Sherrilynn Bair
Petition Committee

Term Ends:  2020

Appt. By:  Governor

Wanda Quinn
Renewal Committee

Term Ends:  2020

Appt. By:  Governor

Nils Peterson
Renewal Committee

Term Ends:  2023

Appt. By:  Speaker

Brian Scigliano, Vice Chair
Petition Committee

Term Ends:  2020

Appt. By:  Governor

Kathleen “Kitty” Kunz
Renewal Committee

Term Ends:  2023

Appt. By:  Pro Tem

Julie Van Orden
Petition Committee

Term Ends:  2022

Appt. By:  Speaker
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Organization

PCSC Director

Program, Personnel, 
and Policy Mgmt.

Program 
Manager

Academic 
Oversight

Program 
Manager

Operational 
Oversight

Administrative 
Assistant

Doc. Mgmt, Travel, 
Reception 

OSBE Executive 
Director

Public Charter 
School Commission

State Board of 
Education

Schools Served

 The PCSC currently serves 52 schools.

 PCSC schools served approx. 19,200 in SY18-19

 7% of all students served by public schools

 The PCSC serves schools throughout the state. 

 Northern Idaho – 4

 Treasure Valley – 20

 Central Idaho – 4

 Eastern Idaho – 15

 Virtual Schools – 7 
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8%

13%

14%

15%8%

14%
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8%

4%
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PCSC Schools by Model

Classical/College Prep

Harbor

Direct Instruction

Project Based

Child Centered

Virtual

Blended

STEM

CTE

International Baccalaurette

35% Direct 

Instruction

23% Project & 

Community

22% Virtual 

Platform

22% of PCSC schools serve grades K-8

18% serve grades K-12

15% serve secondary only

20% Other 

Unique Model

School Outcomes

 Academic honor/good = Guaranteed Renewal

 Operational/Financial critical/remediation = PCSC 

Intervention

 Schools with Critical/Remedial Academic 

Designations

 61% identified as CSI UP, CSI Grad, TSI or ATSI

 3 schools had first year of operations in SY18-19

 4 not identified by the SDE for additional support
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Phases of Authorizer Development

 Community demand

 Population growth

 Yield rate

 Portfolio diversity 

Establish Choice Strengthen Portfolio Replicate Quality

 Share out/give back

 Build community

 Academic performance

 Financial sustainability

 Operational effectiveness

 Equity of Access

CHOICE QUALITY GROWTH

Commission Points of Action 

 Petition Hearing  (Example:  Dec. 2019)

 Issue approval, denial, or conditional approval

 Renewal Hearing (Example:  March 2025)

 Issue 5-year renewal, 5-year renewal with conditions, or 

begin revocation proceedings

 Condition Review (Example:  2027-29)

 No action if renewal conditions are met. 

 May begin revocation proceedings if conditions are not met.

Risk 
Assessment

Risk 
Management
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Staff Points of Action 
 Annual Reports

 Points awarded/deducted based on performance outcomes 

 Notes addressing concerns/context

 Make reports public

 Notification of Fiscal Concern

 Review annual audits and midterm financial reports

 Recommend issuance/removal

 Intervention/Investigation

 Process complaints received

 Issue courtesy letters and conduct progress monitoring

 Obligatory referral to investigative body 
(i.e. AG’s office, Professional Standards, SDE departments, etc.)

Risk 
Assessment

Risk 
Monitoring

Risk 
Management

Finding Balance

 Educate and Inform

 Providing annual reports aligned to framework

 Communicating policy and procedure

 Issuing courtesy letters for minor issues

 Conducting interventions for major issues

 Monitoring progress 

 Oversee and Enforce

 Protecting taxpayers’ return on investment

 Protecting students’ right to education

 Providing families with school choice

 Reporting to investigative bodies

 Making renewal decisions



2/24/2020

6

PCSC Guiding Documents

 Performance Certificate

 Agreement between authorizer and charter school board that outlines the terms and conditions of the 

school’s operations. 

 Performance Framework

 Establishes the expected standards and outcomes (i.e. the risk threshold).

 Annual Report

 Provides a regular update highlighting each school’s performance against the established standards.

Priority Projects 



2/24/2020

7

Simplify and Align Framework

 ETA – July 1, 2020

 Provide greater transparency of expected outcomes

 Eliminate unnecessary complexity of data calculations and scoring process

 Capture mission-specific context for individual schools

13

Annual “Report” to School Dashboard

 ETA – December 2020

 Present a more user-friendly tool 

 Facilitate access to primary sources of data

 Empower commissioners to better “know” their schools

14
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Communication

 Utilize committee structure to facilitate direct communication between schools and PCSC by topic

 Establish and maintain positive authorizer/school relationships

 Promote inter-agency collaboration

15

Policy Review

 Timeline - 2020, ongoing

 Evaluate the alignment of current PCSC policy to the intent of Idaho Code and IDAPA 

 Evaluate the alignment of current PCSC procedure to policy

16
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Contact Us

 Jenn Thompson

Interim Director, Public Charter School Commission

208-332-1583

jenn.thompson@osbe.idaho.gov

 General Office Contact

208-332-1561

pcsc@osbe.Idaho.gov

IDAHO PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL COMMISSION

Autonomy, Accountability, Access

mailto:jenn.thompson@osbe.idaho.gov
mailto:pcsc@osbe.Idaho.gov


















AGENDA
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Wednesday, February 26, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
Presentation Idaho Youth Challenge Academy Trevor Sparrow, IDYCA

Bicker Therien, IDYCA

H 395 Lewis Clark State College Instruction Representative Paul
Amador

H 480 Biliteracy Graduation Representative Jerald
Raymond

Minutes
Approval

Minutes from January 30, 2020 Senators Woodward
and Buckner-Webb

Minutes from February 3, 2020 Vice Chairman Thayn
and Senator Lent

Minutes from February 4, 2020 Senators Winder and
Den Hartog

Minutes from February 5, 2020 Senators Crabtree and
Ward-Engelking

Minutes from February 6, 2020 Senators Woodward
and Buckner-Webb

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Mortimer Sen Woodward Morgan Howard
Vice Chairman Thayn Sen Lent Room: WW39
Sen Winder Sen Buckner-Webb Phone: 332-1321
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the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the meeting of the Senate Education Committee
(Committee) to order at 3:00 p.m.

PRESENTATION: Trevor Sparrow, Program Director for Idaho Youth Challenge Academy (IDYCA),
told the Committee that in the seven years since the program's inception, IDYCA
has improved their graduation rates. He explained that IDYCA is an accredited
residential high school with a quasi-military lifestyle. He then addressed the benefits
of the military model that was incorporated. Mr. Sparrow shared the successes of
the program regarding high school diplomas, GEDs, and high school credits. It was
noted that most students of IDYCA are at risk of dropping out of school.
Bicker Therien, Principal of IDYCA, said that he has been involved as an educator
for 35 years and has not seen anything that has impacted student lives as much as
IDYCA. The teaching staff that was hired at the inception of the program are still
teaching and are held accountable for the students' learning. Mr. Therien said the
military model increases the students' chance of success.
Crystal Cornejo, a recent graduate of IDYCA, relayed her experience about how
the structure helped her raise her GPA from 0.9 to 3.7. Her plans now are to
graduate from high school, then join the Army.

DISCUSSION: Chairman Mortimer inquired about the follow-up program for graduates of IDYCA.
Mr. Sparrow explained that for a year after graduation, students are paired with a
mentor to stick to the post-graduation action plan they created while with IDYCA.
Chairman Mortimer then asked how IDYCA recruited students. Mr. Sparrow
responded that graduates of the program are the best recruiters. IDYCA receives
approximately 20 letters of interest a day. Graduates provide support for current
cadets and help with orientation classes throughout the state. Senator Winder
asked what the largest challenge was for IDYCA and the reply was maintenance
costs, due to the location of the school. Mr. Sparrow added that the location was
also an asset as there are fewer distractions. Mr. Therien shared that testing
accountability is an issue for IDYCA as the students are no longer in the school
district when they receive test results. Senator Buckner-Webb remarked that
when she visited IDYCA, the cadets were extremely motivated and excited for
the opportunities that IDYCA offered.

H 395 Representative Amador introduced H 395 and explained that the current statute
only allows Lewis Clark State College (LCSC) to offer up to a baccalaureate degree.
He stated that LCSC had been approached to offer several nursing certifications
which were only offered at the undergraduate level. He then asked Dr. Cynthia
Pemberton, President of LCSC, to continue with an explanation of the bill.



Dr. Pemberton explained the bill would allow the State Board of Education to
review proposals from LCSC for graduate level classes and programs. LCSC is the
nursing education provider for students from McCall to Canada, and this bill would
allow LCSC to respond to the needs of that industry. Dr. Pemberton said that no
new programs could be developed without the express consent of the State Board
of Education. She stated that the Legislature sets policy.
Senator Johnson voiced his support of H 395. He stated that the Legislature
sets policy and compared LCSC's proposal to the development of the engineering
program at Boise State University.
Representative Amador thanked the Committee for hearing the bill and said the
bill would improve educational opportunities for northern Idaho nurses.

MOTION: Senator Crabtree moved to send H 395 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Winder seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote. Senator Johnson will be the floor sponsor.

H 480 Representative Raymond told the Committee that the bill creates a seal to be put
on the diplomas of students who have reached a certain level of fluency in any of
a multitude of world languages. The seal would allow students to showcase their
second language proficiency as they apply for post-secondary education or for jobs.

TESTIMONY: Danyelle Davis, President of Idaho Association for Teachers of Language and
Culture, testified in support of the bill. She stated that 38 other states already have
a seal for bilingual graduates and that the seal would be an asset for graduates
who had achieved the correct level of proficiency in a second language.
Representative Raymond said he was supportive of the benefits of learning a
second language and urged the Committee to send the bill to the floor with a do
pass recommendation.

MOTION: Vice Chairman Thayn moved to send H 480 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Lent seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice
vote. Senator Thayn will be the floor sponsor.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Woodward moved to approve the Minutes of January 30, 2020. Senator
Buckner-Webb seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.
Vice Chairman Thayn moved to approve the Minutes of February 3, 2020.
Senator Lent seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.
Senator Winder moved to approve the Minutes of February 4, 2020. Senator Den
Hartog seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.
Senator Ward-Engelking moved to approve the Minutes of February 5, 2020. Vice
Chairman Thayn seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.
Senator Buckner-Webb moved to approve the Minutes of February 6, 2020.
Senator Woodward seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 4:06 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary
Chair

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Wednesday, February 26, 2020—Minutes—Page 2



____________________________
Juanita Budell
Assistant Secretary
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MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog, Crabtree,
Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:02 p.m.

PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Chairman Mortimer passed the gavel to Vice Chairman Thayn.

DOCKET NO.
08-0202-1902

Vice Chairman Thayn told the Committee that the State Department of
Education (Department) had written the Committee a letter regarding Docket No.
08-0202-1902 (see Attachment 1). He went on that the Committee had already
heard the full presentation for Docket No. 08-0202-1902.

MOTION: Senator Ward-Engelking moved to approve Docket No. 08-0202-1902. Senator
Buckner-Webb seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION: In response to Committee questions, Marilyn Whitney, Chief Policy Advisor for the
Department, explained that the letter suggests intent to rework teacher certification
standards in the future and that there were concerns that the current certifications
were too complex and redundant. She continued that Docket 08-0202-1902 starts
the process of addressing those concerns.

VOICE VOTE: The motion to approve Docket No. 08-0202-1902 passed by voice vote.
PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Vice Chairman Thayn passed the gavel to Chairman Mortimer.

PRESENTATION: Tracie Bent, Chief Planning and Policy Officer for the State Board of Education
(Board) presented the Board's report on the Master Educator Premium. She told
the Committee that she had provided handouts (see Attachments 2, 3, and 4). She
then explained the requirements for educators to receive the Master Educator
Premium. She expounded that the development of the requirements ensured that
only educators who had achieved the highest level of excellence would qualify for
the Master Educator Premium. She then described the application and selection
process for the master educator premium, as well as the appeals process. Ms. Bent
explained that applications were not reviewed by people who knew the applicants.
She concluded with an explanation of the total awards given for fiscal year 2020.

DISCUSSION: In response to Committee questions, Ms. Bent said that teachers who moved
districts after being awarded the premium would continue to receive it and that
the application portfolio can take up to 120 hours to complete, but is meant to be
developed over 3 years.



RobWinslow, Executive Director for the Idaho Association of School Administrators
(IASA), told the Committee that school administrators were supportive of the
Board's process for the premium due to their hesitance to administer the program
within their individual school districts.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Den Hartog moved to approve the Minutes of February 10, 2020. Vice
Chairman Thayn seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.
Senator Winder moved to approve the Minutes of February 11, 2020. Senator
Lent seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.
Vice Chairman Thayn moved to approve the Minutes of February 12, 2020.
Senator Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.
Senator Buckner-Webb moved to approve the Minutes of February 13, 2020.
Senator Woodward seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 4:02 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary
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MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog, Crabtree,
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Senator Lent

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:01 p.m. He opened with a poem from the book A Heap o’ Living Along Life’s
Highway by Edgar A. Guest, entitled, “My Creed.”

PRESENTATION: Scott Hill, Vice President of State and Districts Partnerships for the College Board,
explained the College Board's role serving educators and students of Idaho. He told
the Committee that the SAT was redesigned in 2016 to better serve the needs of
students. Mr. Hill went on to detail how the SAT was designed, the services that the
College Board offers to students, and gave a summary of Idaho students' scores.
Rachel Dixon, College Board, expounded on the different assessments the
College Board offers to students to allow them to assess their progress in different
subject areas. She detailed the process by which students received their scores
at each testing time. Ms. Dixon then explained the tools that the College Board
offers to educators.
Steve McCue, College Board, outlined the College Board’s partnership with Kahn
Academy. This partnership allows students to link their PSAT scores to Kahn
Academy. Kahn Academy will then develop a study curriculum to help them
maximize their skill mastery. He told the Committee that there was a correlation
between hours spent on Kahn Academy and an increase in score from PSAT to
SAT. Mr. McCue then told the Committee about the scholarship opportunities and
career guidance that the College Board offers.
Mr. Hill concluded the presentation by outlining College Board's goals for the future.

PRESENTATION: Dr. Andrew Grover, Superintendent of Melba School District, introduced Dr.
Sherry Ann Adams, who presented the testing data from Melba School District.
She explained how Melba teachers intervene on behalf of students and meet their
needs to continue to grow academically. She presented the i-Ready program that
Melba had used to identify students who were two or more years below grade level
in math and English language arts, at grade level, or above grade level, and to
intervene accordingly. Dr. Adams explained the intervention process. Dr. Grover
told the Committee that the program allowed students and teachers to take a more
vested interest in individual students' success.

PRESENTATION: Don Coberly, retired Superintendent of Boise School Distrtict, introduced Coby
Dennis, the current Superintendent of Boise School District. Mr. Dennis told the
Committee about the current tests that Boise School District administers to its
students. He gave a summary of the time spent on testing, the quality of the data
gathered from the tests, and the use that data has been put to.



Dr. Coberly told the Committee about the tests that Boise School District has
administered in the past and how those tests have changed and developed in
the past few years. He expounded on the benefits of pre-course and post-course
testing to ensure that students are learning the course material.

DISCUSSION: Chairman Mortimer told the Committee that due to the Senate reconvening, the
remaining presentations would be rescheduled.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 4:11 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary
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CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the meeting of the Senate Education Committee
(Committee) to order at 3:01 p.m.

PRESENTATION: Representative Furniss presented information relating to health insurance
for Idaho teachers (see Attachment 1). Representative Furniss outlined the
challenges and reviewed the cost of covering teachers under the state employee
health insurance plan. Coverage would be voluntary by district, not individually.
One of the reasons for difficulty in hiring and retaining teachers, especially in the
rural and small districts, is because of limited health care coverage and benefits.

DISCUSSION: Vice Chairman Thayn stated that what has been said is actually about reducing
barriers to primary care and access to care, and getting better care at less cost.
He said some best practices need to be discussed and cited the Allegheny School
District as an example.

S 1324 Senator Burgoyne said S 1324 is about the Idaho Promise Mentor Program and
he introduced Dr. Jean Henscheid, PhD, to present the bill ( see Attachment 2). Dr.
Henscheid said she is here in her capacity as a workforce training and education
policy analyst and a fellow with the National Resource Center for the first year
experience and students in transition. She acknowledged several people who
have accompanied her today and who have been instrumental in helping to have
conversations about the program.

The purpose of the program is to fill vacant, good-paying jobs by helping recent
Idaho high school graduates, veterans, and other adults earn post-high school
career-ready credentials. Dr. Henscheid said that volunteers are needed to
assist the people in the program and they need to be willing to receive a little
training, go through a background check, and work with them for as little as five
hours per month.
She explained that mechanisms are in place through the State Board of Education
(SBE) and through non-profit organizations to train and support some community
mentors across the state. Donors could be asked to help underwrite this work
as it would involve 14 paid mentor coordinators who would then identify, train,
and support local community volunteers.



Chairman Mortimer asked Senator Burgoyne to explain the fiscal impact of this
bill. Senator Burgoyne stated that the program asks for a mix of grants, gifts,
and appropriation to cover costs. It would be implemented in stages. Senator
Burgoyne indicated that he has a proposed amendment to allow the program to
accept both public and private funds and requested that the bill be sent to the
14th Order of Business.

MOTION: Senator Winder moved to send S 1324 to the 14th Order of Business for possible
amendment. Vice Chairman Thayn seconded the motion. The motion carried
by voice vote.

S 1328 Vice Chairman Thayn introduced S 1328 and said the bill allows 1 percent of
the funding for the Advanced Opportunities Program to be allocated for students
of non-public education to receive funding for dual credit courses or Advanced
Placement (AP) tests. Vice Chairman Thayn stated he asked the Attorney
General's Office for an opinion regarding the "no aid" provision which is commonly
referred to as the Blaine Amendment (see Attachment 3).

TESTIMONY: Ariel Kotte, a senior attending Nampa Christian High, testified in favor of S 1328.
She stated that she has spent $1,350 on concurrent credits and that figure does
not include calculus. Ms. Kotte acknowledged that financial help would have
drastically increased her collegiate readiness.
Quinn Perry, Policy and Government Affairs Director for the Idaho School Boards
Association (ISBA), spoke in opposition to S 1328. Ms. Perry said their main
concern was that it puts an additional burden onto school districts, many of which
are already strapped for resources in order to provide these programs. She
requested that the bill's sponsor consider amending the bill to explicitly define the
responsibilities of the non-public school where the child attends.
Jack Horton, a sophomore at Bishop Kelly High School, testified in support of S
1328. He told the Committee that in order to better prepare Idaho students for
post-secondary education, Advanced Opportunities funding should be available for
all students.
Paul Stark, General Counsel for the Idaho Education Association (IEA), testified
in opposition to S 1328. He stated that private school students could attend dual
credit courses through a public school in order to have those costs covered. He
asked the Committee to hold S 1328 to better address the constitutional problems,
other potential problems, and also the line item.

DISCUSSION: Vice Chairman Thayn addressed the concerns of those who had testified against
the bill and recommended that SBE create administrative rules to govern the
distribution of funds under the bill.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send S 1328 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Vice Chairman Thayn seconded the motion.
Senator Den Hartog stated she had a conflict of interest pursuant to Senate Rule
39(H) but intended to vote. Her son is a freshman in a private school and could
potentially benefit from this.

SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Senator Ward-Engelking moved that S 1328 be held in Committee. Senator
Buckner-Webb seconded the motion.

ROLL CALL
VOTE:

Chairman Mortimer said a roll call vote would be taken on the substitute motion.
Senators Crabtree, Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking
voted aye. Vice Chairman Thayn, Senator Den Hartog, and Chairman Mortimer
voted nay. The motion carried.
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ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 4:19 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

___________________________
Juanita Budell
Assistant Secretary
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Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog, Crabtree,
Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:01 p.m.

H 512 Blake Youde, Idaho Charter School Network, presented H 512 and told the
Committee that charter schools are required to accept students on a random basis
with first preference given to certain groups of students. He went on that some
charter schools are developing to serve students with specific goals or needs, and
that some charter schools end up diverging from their intended purpose because
they have many students that do not fit the mission of the school. Mr. Youde told
the Committee that the bill allows charter schools to create a weighted student
lottery to give preference to students who would fit the mission a greater chance
of being enrolled. He stated that the bill only allows the weighted student groups
to be students who are English language learners, economically disadvantaged,
disabled, homeless or in foster care, or at risk.

TESTIMONY: Brad Peterson, Co-Founder of Future Republic School, testified in support of
H 512 and told the Committee that the school supports the bill because it is
non-compulsory and would allow the school to better meet their charter agreement.
Heather Dennis, Organization Director of Answers Charter School, spoke in
support of H 512 and told the Committee that there are higher levels of success
in students who attend economically diverse schools than those who attend
economically homogenous schools.
Keith Donahue, Executive Director of Sage International School and Forge
International School, spoke in support of H 512. He told the Committee that the
school's economically disadvantaged students test for literacy at their grade level at
a higher rate than the average students in the rest of the state.
Terry Ryan, Board Chair of Idaho Charter School Network (Network), spoke in
favor of the bill and told the Committee about the expected benefits of the bill (see
Attachment 1).

DISCUSSION: Senator Den Hartog asked if charter schools would have to return to their
authorizers and amend their charter petition to allow a weighted lottery system.
Mr. Youde responded that they would.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send H 512 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Lent seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote.



DISCUSSION: Vice Chairman Thayn told the Committee that there were issues about content
standards brought up in the administrative rules process and that he and Chairman
Mortimer had drafted a letter the State Department of Education (Department).
He went on that the purpose of the letter was to state the House and Senate
Education Committees' concerns with current content standards, state the goals
for new standards, provide direction for the State Department, remove uncertainty
for educators regarding the goals of the Legislature, begin the discussion of the
process for new content standards, and give direction to the interim committee.
Chairman Mortimer told the Committee that the letter has been reviewed by some
members of both the House and Senate Education Committees. He said that the
letter is not seeking to replace the interim committee, but to guide the interim
committee. He continued that the intent of the letter is to show unity between the
House and Senate Education Committees and to provide guidance for the interim
committee, the Department, and the State Board of Education (Board).
Senator Winder voiced his support for the intent of the letter and thanked Chairman
Mortimer and Vice Chairman Thayn for their work on the letter.
Senator Ward-Engelking voiced concern that the letter is too prescriptive.
Chairman Mortimer responded that the letter is meant to give a general framework
rather than restrictions. Senator Buckner-Webb told the Committee that being
collaborative, straight-forward, and non-prescriptive to the Board and Department
is essential. Chairman Mortimer responded that the letter seeks to advance the
collaboration between the Legislature, the Board, and the Department.
Senator Woodward discussed the possibility of revisiting and revising current
content standards rather than entirely replacing them. Senator Den Hartog
concurred with the need to find common ground with the House Education
Committee. She went on that the letter requests a more extensive process than
some other interim committees. Vice Chairman Thayn responded that there were
some differences between the letter and the concurrent resolution, but not so much
difference that it would be appropriate to halt the process of either.
Senator Lent told the Committee that the letter creates a good starting point for
the interim committee on content standards. Senator Ward-Engelking voiced her
support for finding a path forward regarding content standards. She went on that
the process of revisiting content standards would be very expensive.

MOTION: Senator Winder moved to authorize Chairman Mortimer and Vice Chairman
Thayn to sign the letter. Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 3:49 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Wednesday, March 04, 2020—Minutes—Page 2







AGENDA
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

3:00 P.M.
Room WW55

Thursday, March 05, 2020

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION PRESENTER
H 522 Online Library Resources Representative

Julianne Young

S 1330 Extended Employment Services Tracie Bent, State
Board of Education

If you have written testimony, please provide a copy of it along with the
name of the person or organization responsible to the committee secretary
to ensure accuracy of records.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMITTEE SECRETARY
Chairman Mortimer Sen Woodward Morgan Howard
Vice Chairman Thayn Sen Lent Room: WW39
Sen Winder Sen Buckner-Webb Phone: 332-1321
Sen Den Hartog Sen Ward-Engelking Email: sedu@senate.idaho.gov

Sen Crabtree

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2020/legislation/H0522
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2020/legislation/S1330


MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Thursday, March 05, 2020
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog, Crabtree,
Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 3:03 p.m.

H 522 Representative Julianne Young told the Committee that H 522 addresses online
resources for kindergarten through twelfth grade students. She went on that the
Libraries Linking Idaho (LiLI) databases have had resources that are not compliant
with Idaho Code §18-1514. Representative Young continued that the bill would
allow LiLI to terminate contracts with database providers who do not ensure that
their content is compliant.
Stephanie Gifford, District 30 and member of Protect Child Health Coalition,
told the Committee that many students use LiLI database resources for their
schoolwork. She went on that some of the databases provide resources that meet
the legal definition of "obscene" or "harmful to children." Ms. Gifford told the
Committee that computers' content filters will not filter the content provided by these
databases. The databases would have to apply their own content filters to meet
the content restrictions of a given state.
Senator Ward-Engelking expressed a concern that no filter could block out
all questionable material. Ms. Gifford agreed that it was unlikely to block all
questionable material and went on that the bill sought to block the material that
meets the legal definition of "harmful to children."
Representative Young closed by emphasizing that the bill wasn't meant to be rigid,
but to allow schools and database providers to promote safe material for minors.

TESTIMONY: Jamie Holyoak, Superintendent of Grace Joint School District, testified in support
of H 522 and told the Committee that schools are entrusted with the safety of
students during school hours and should take that commitment seriously. He
went on that students who seek out inappropriate content in school lose internet
privileges, and that resource providers should face the same consequences for
providing inappropriate content.
Brian Hall, elementary school educator, testified in support of H 522. He told the
Committee that students should not be exposed to obscene material in the course
of their schoolwork. He went on that H 522 would help keep students safe from
exposure to obscene material.
Lindsay Zea summarized a letter from Dr. Craig Cobeya of Citizens for Decency
which encouraged the Committee to support H 522 (see Attachment 1).



MOTION: Senator Lent moved to send H 522 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.
Chairman Mortimer will sponsor the bill on the floor.

S 1330 Tracie Bent, Chief Planning and Policy Officer for the State Board of Education
(Board), explained that the Extended Employment Service (EES) program has
been established through budget setting, but not through actual codification. She
went on that without EES being established in Idaho Code, neither the Board nor
the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation has the proper degree of direction to
properly administer EES. Ms. Bent told the Committee that S 1330 codifies EES
and establishes what services EES shall provide, to whom those services shall be
provided, and the circumstances under which services shall be provided.
At the prompting of the Committee, Ms. Bent presented the proposed amendment
to S 1330 and explained key changes. The amendment would provider greater
detail to the description of the services EES would provide, the administering body
of EES, the contractors that EES would work with, and the funding availability
for EES.

TESTIMONY: Maureen Stokes, President and CEO of WitCo, Inc., testified in support of S 1330
and its proposed amendments. She thanked Chairman Mortimer and Ms. Bent for
their work on the amendments. She went on that EES has always been funded
and controlled by Idaho. Ms. Stokes told the Committee that EES has served
thousands of Idahoans through the dignity of work and should be able to continue
to do so.
Tim Starns, Director of Vocational Services for Transition, Inc and President of
Employment Services of Idaho, spoke in support of S 1330 as printed. He went on
that the bill without amendments would be sufficient to serve the needs of EES.
Mr. Starns concluded that the minutia addressed by the amendments should
be addressed in rulemaking.
Glenn Roach, WitCo, Inc., testified in support of S 1330 and its proposed
amendments. He said that the program that would benefit from the bill offers work
skill development for those who would not otherwise have the ability to develop
those skills.
Tracy Warren, Program Specialist with Council on Developmental Disabilities,
spoke in support of the bill as written. She told the Committee that the bills offers
a valuable opportunity for Idaho to establish an employment services program
reflecting modern best practices in Idaho.
Hannah Liedkie, President of Opportunities Unlimited, Inc., testified in support of
S 1330 and the proposed amendments. She spoke to the need to protect the
program and the people it serves, and concluded that S 1330 is an effective piece
of legislation with the proposed amendments.
Mel Leviton, Executive Director of the Idaho State Independent Living Council,
spoke in support of S 1330 as written. She told the Committee that S 1330
positively impacts Idahoans with disabilities, particularly those suffering from
severe, persistent mental illnesses, epilepsy, or traumatic brain injuries, who do
not qualify to work for sub-minimum wages in segregated settings, and who spend
years on work waiting lists.

DISCUSSION: Jane Donellan, Administrator for the Idaho Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
(IDVR), explained the history of work waiting lists and the ways in which IDVR had
worked to reduce the waiting list and increase efficiency to ensure that all eligible
individuals receive the services they qualify for through comparable programs.

MOTION: Senator Woodward moved to send S 1330 to the 14th Order of Business for
possible amendment. Senator Lent seconded the motion.
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SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Senator Ward-Engelking moved that S 1330 be held in the Committee subject to
the call of the Chair. Senator Buckner-Webb seconded the motion.

MOTION
WITHDRAWN:

Senator Ward-Engelking withdrew the substitute motion. There were no
objections.

VOTE: The motion to send S 1330 to the 14th Order of Business for possible amendment
passed by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 4:21 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary
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MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Monday, March 09, 2020
TIME: 2:30 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog,
Crabtree, Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then
be located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the meeting of the Senate Education Committee
(Committee) to order at 2:50 p.m. He opened with a reading from the book A
Heap o' Living Along Life's Highway by Edgar A. Guest, the poem entitled,
"Family Prayer for Difficult Days."

PRESENTATION: Tracie Bent, Chief Planning and Policy Officer, State Board of Education
(Board), told the Committee about the requirements and framework for the
Board's report on teacher evaluations. Ms. Bent told the Committee that each
year, roughly 20 percent of school administrators are randomly selected to
be reviewed. Ms. Bent provided a breakdown of how the evaluations are
conducted. She said much of the information used for these evaluations is the
same information used for career ladder mobility (see Attachment 1).

DISCUSSION: In response to questions from the Committee, Ms. Bent said that new
teachers are required to have mentors, which accounts for the high degree of
performance change in the first few years of their careers. While the changes
in teachers farther into their careers may be slight, it is still a positive change.
She further explained the use of student success indicators in the evaluation of
instructional and support staff. Ms. Bent told the Committee that the number
of staff members who were not evaluated in fiscal year 2020 was typical,
and that staff members who had not been evaluated in several years would
not be able to move on the career ladder. She provided data showing the
student success indicators.

H 501 Quinn Perry, Policy and Government Affairs Director, Idaho School Boards
Association (ISBA), presented H 501 which addresses the unintended
consequences of excision. Currently, only the voters residing in the area of
excision may vote on excision or annexation. The bill would allow all the voters
in both school districts in question to vote on both issues.

MOTION: Vice Chairman Thayn moved to send H 501 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Crabtree seconded the motion. The motion carried
by voice vote. Vice Chairman Thayn will be the floor sponsor.



H 511aa Blake Youde, Idaho Charter School Network, presented H 511aa. He said
some charter schools face closure between reviews of their charters and that
authorizers are not currently able to review charters ahead of schedule. Mr.
Youde told the Committee that the bill required that any public charter school
with less than 15 days of cash on hand would have one year to improve the
financial deficiency before the authorizer would begin the process of charter
revocation. He said that schools in their first two years of operation, and virtual
schools, would be exempt from the bill.

DISCUSSION: Chairman Mortimer inquired if any Idaho charter schools would be subject to
the provisions of the bill. Mr. Youde replied there would be two schools subject
to the provisions.

Marc Carignan, CFO of Bluum, told the Committee that 15 days of cash on
hand represented roughly 4 percent of the school's budget.

MOTION: Senator Lent moved to send H 511aa to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Buckner-Webb seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote. Senator Crabtree will be the floor sponsor.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Vice Chairman Thayn moved to approve the Minutes of February 17, 2020.
Senator Lent seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.
Senator Ward-Engelkingmoved to approve the Minutes of February 18, 2020.
Senator Crabtree seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

INTRODUCTION: Chairman Mortimer invited Sue Steed, an intern, to introduce herself to the
Committee. Ms. Steed said she is currently a senior at Idaho State University
and her plans are to become a college professor. She stated that she has
enjoyed her time spent working with Chairman Mortimer and the Committee.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned
the meeting at 3:32 p.m.

___________________________ __________________________
Senator Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary

__________________________
Juanita Budell
Assistant Secretary
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SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Tuesday, March 10, 2020
TIME: 2:30 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
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Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog, Crabtree,
Woodward, Lent, and Ward-Engelking
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Senator Buckner-Webb

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 2:31 p.m.

H 599 Representative Marshall presented H 599 and told the Committee about the
review of teacher preparation programs. He explained that in his experience
with teacher education, creating a program that meets the requirements for a
teacher education program is restrictive and cumbersome. He further noted
that H 599 allows non-public teacher education programs to operate with more
flexibility. Representative Marshall said that creating non-traditional teacher
education programs is nearly impossible and that H 599 would allow more flexibility
in the creation of teacher education programs while ensuring the quality of the
programs. He told the Committee that H 599 requires the State Board of Education
(Board) to award teacher certifications to individuals with a bachelor's degree, a
passed criminal background check, substantive content training, and substantive
pedagogue training. He went on that the bill will not damage the quality of teacher
education, but allows greater flexibility and creativity in the creation of teacher
education programs.
Representative Marshall responded to Committee questions that new
non-traditional teacher education programs and teacher programs in non-public
secondary education institutions would be covered under the requirements of H
599. In addition, he said that new teachers would be required to complete a year
of teaching with mentoring if their programs did not require a student teaching
experience.

MOTION: Senator Lent moved to send H 599 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.
Senator Crabtree will sponsor the bill on the floor.

H 555 Representative DeMordaunt presented H 555 and told the Committee that
it addresses accountability, efficacy, and parental involvement in regards to
kindergarten through third grade literacy. She told the Committee that the bill seeks
to help increase parental involvement for students struggling to read fluently.
She went on that the bill required an annual review by a third party independent
evaluator on adaptive reading programs. Representative DeMordaunt noted that
because the money is already being allocated, there is no fiscal impact and that
the bill has the support of the Board.



DISCUSSION: Representative DeMordaunt responded to Committee questions by identifying the
process for the requirement that adaptive reading programs involve the student's
parents. Senator Ward-Engelking asked if the programs would require an internet
connection. Representative DeMordaunt pointed out that the only requirement
was that the tool is available to be used outside the classroom. She responded to
further questions that the Board would be responsible for procuring an evaluator
and that the bill intends for the evaluator to be paid for from the Board's existing
budget. She clarified that the provider of the intervention program must not be the
independent evaluator.
Lucie Willits, Associate Vice President for Curriculum Associates, responded to
Committee questions that adaptive testing changes the content of questions based
on a student's selected answer.
Representative DeMordaunt responded to further Committee questions that while
curriculum decisions ought to be made at the district level, H 555 would provide
actionable data to districts about which adaptive learning programs had the best
results as well as involve parents at a higher level.
Chairman Mortimer commented that the budget set for the Board did not allow
the money to be distributed other than what was specifically stated in the existing
budget. Representative DeMordaunt responded that her understanding was that
there is a line item for independent reviews and that the review would be paid
for from that line item. Tracie Bent, Chief Planning and Policy Officer for the
Board, told the Committee that the line item for independent reviews is already
used for existing reviews, and that there is no room in that line item for additional
independent reviews.

TESTIMONY: Ms. Willits testified in favor of H 555 and told the Committee about the similar
practices of other states that are outlined in the bill and the purposes of each.
Representative DeMordaunt closed by expounding on the importance of parent
involvement in reading intervention programs and the importance of knowing which
programs work and which do not.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartogmoved to send H 555 to floor with a do pass recommendation,
with potential changes to the fiscal note. Vice Chairman Thayn seconded the
motion. The motion carried by voice vote. Senator Den Hartog will carry the bill
on the floor.

H 576 Representative Raymond told the Committee that H 576 has been through several
iterations since the summer of 2019. He went on that Idaho has appropriated
large amounts of money for online education and told the Committee that H 576
creates a digital content curriculum fund and allows districts to access curriculum
from multiple vendors. He said that roughly six or seven of the 176 Idaho schools
using funding for online education use nearly a third of the state's funding for digital
online curriculums. He continued that the bill allows any school district to apply for
up to $50,000 of funding from the digital content curriculum fund. He detailed the
information required to be included in the application. Representative Raymond
told the Committee that the bill makes funding truly meaningful for practical use
in school districts.

DISCUSSION: Representative Raymond responded to Committee questions that the initial
purchase of the licenses for digital content is more expensive than the annual
renewal of these licenses.
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TESTIMONY: Kate Haas, Kestrel West, testified in favor of the bill and told the Committee that
the current distribution model for digital content funding is not working for many
schools. She went on that the bill is meant to allow districts to fund those programs
that continually work and that none of the stakeholders involved in the drafting of
the bill had opposed it. Ms. Haas agreed with Committee concerns that some
school districts would take a hit for their digital content funding, but clarified that
those school districts had already been required to supplement their digital content
funding from the remainder of their budget. She responded to Committee questions
that she couldn't predict how many districts would or would not apply, but noted that
the districts would not need to hire grant writers to apply for the funding. She noted
that there are full competitive grant programs for funding embedded in other line
items that were more complex than the proposed application program for digital
content funding. Ms. Haas responded to Committee questions that the bill provides
greater funding opportunities for those districts which do not receive meaningful
amounts of funding for digital content under the current system.
Representative Raymond closed by reminding the Committee that the bill has
gone through multiple iterations to reach a point that was acceptable to all of the
stakeholders. He went on that the bill seeks to ensure that more school districts are
able to implement digital content in a meaningful way.

MOTION: Vice Chairman Thayn moved to send H 576 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Lent seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote, with Senators Woodward and Ward-Engelking requesting they be
recorded as voting nay.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Winder moved to approve the Minutes of February 24, 2020. Vice
Chairman Thayn seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.
Senator Woodward moved to approve the Minutes of February 26, 2020. Senator
Den Hartog seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 3:57 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary
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MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Thursday, March 12, 2020
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MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Mortimer, Vice Chairman Thayn, Senators Winder, Den Hartog, Crabtree,
Woodward, Lent, Buckner-Webb, and Ward-Engelking

ABSENT/
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None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 2:02 p.m.

H 523 Greg Wilson, Senior Policy Advisor for Education, Office of the Governor,
presented H 523 and told the Committee that the bill seeks to support educators
in order to retain them in the classroom. He went on to outline the benefits of
improving the career ladder as outlined in the bill. Mr. Wilson described how
the challenges of teacher recruitment and retention are met in other states and
listed some of the Idaho school districts that rely on supplemental school levies to
pay personnel. Mr. Wilson then outlined the mechanics by which teachers would
advance their salaries through the career ladder as proposed in H 523.
Alex Adams, Administrator of the Division of Financial Management, spoke to the
fiscal note of H 523. He described how each of the components of the bill fit into the
Governor's budget recommendation. He also detailed the process by which the
budget fit into the revenue projections for the next few years

TESTIMONY: Debbie Critchfield, President of the State Board of Education (Board) and
Governor's task force member, testified in support of H 523 and told the Committee
that the Board endorses the bill. She told the Committee that the Board believes
H 523 will help to attract and retain experienced teachers, particularly in rural
areas. Senator Den Hartog asked how the success of this legislation would be
measured. Ms. Critchfield responded that one indicator of success would be
school districts funding programs they had been previously unable to fund due to
supplemental funds being dedicated to payroll. Ms. Critchfield responded to
further questions that the minimum salaries outlined in H 523 would help distribute
teachers throughout the state and serve areas struggling with teacher shortages.
Rod Gramer, President of Idaho Business for Education, testified in support of H
523. He described the need to elevate the teaching profession and said that the
bill addressed this need.
Peggy Hoy, instructional coach for the Twin Falls School District, testified in
support of H 523 and described the need for experienced educators in school
districts. She responded to Committee questions that 22 teachers from Twin Falls
had applied for the Master Educator Premium.
Stacy Wescott, fourth grade teacher for Fruitland School District, testified in
support of H 523. She described the need to keep experienced educators in school
districts and the difficulty of rural school districts to replace experienced educators
when they left to teach in surrounding states for higher salaries.



Harold Ott, Idaho Rural Schools and Idaho Association of School Administrators,
spoke in support of H 523. He spoke to the need to appropriately compensate
experienced educators. Vice Chairman Thayn asked how H 523 would help
improve student achievement. Mr. Ott responded that the goal of reaching 75
percent student achievement rates outlined in the bill was realistic and achievable.
Senator Den Hartog asked about the possibility of unnecessary leadership
positions being created in order to allow teachers to qualify for the highest career
ladder rung. Mr. Ott responded that due to the vast opportunities for meaningful
leadership in the teaching profession, this was unlikely.

MOTION: Senator Woodward moved to send H 523 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Crabtree seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION: Senator Den Hartog and Chairman Mortimer spoke to the need to have
measurable goals and expectations in order to evaluate the success of the bill.
Chairman Mortimer thanked the Governor's staff for their work on the bill and
expressed his support for the legislation.

VOICE VOTE: The motion to send H 523 to the floor with a do pass recommendation passed
by voice vote.
The Committee recognized Rob Winslow and Harold Ott for their years of work as
lobbyists for education and congratulated them on their upcoming retirement.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 2:57 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary
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CONVENED: Chairman Mortimer called the Senate Education Committee (Committee) to order
at 8:00 a.m.

H 624 Greg Wilson, Senior Policy Advisor for Education, Office of the Governor,
presented H 624 and told the Committee that the legislation compliments H 523's
goals to strengthen accountability for Idaho teachers in regards to the Career
Ladder. He explained the technical aspects of the bill and explained that the bill
sets a deadline for the audit of teacher evaluations. Mr. Wilson said that the bill
sunsets the Master Educator Premium, fulfilling the promise of the Premium for
those teachers who had already been awarded and those who were currently in the
process of applying for the Premium. He told the Committee that H 624 creates
a sunset for the Master Educator Premium in 2024.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to send H 624 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Buckner-Webb seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote. Senator Den Hartog will carry the bill on the floor.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Crabtree moved to approve the Minutes of February 27, 2020. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.
Vice Chairman Thayn moved to approve the Minutes of March 2, 2020. Senator
Den Hartog seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.
Vice Chairman Thayn moved to approve the Minutes of March 3, 2020 and the
Minutes of March 4, 2020. Senator Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The
motion passed by voice vote.
Vice Chairman Thayn moved to approve the Minutes of March 5, 2020 and the
Minutes of March 9, 2020. Senator Crabtree seconded the motion. The motion
passed by voice vote.
Senator Den Hartog moved to approve the Minutes of March 10, 2020 and the
Minutes of March 12, 2020. Senator Crabtree seconded the motion. The motion
passed by voice vote.

PAGE
FAREWELL:

Senate Page Halle Torgerson thanked the Committee for the opportunity to work
with them and discussed her plans for the future. She complimented the Senate
as a whole for their unity, friendship, and professionalism. Chairman Mortimer
presented Ms. Torgerson with a gift, a letter of recommendation, and a thank you
letter from the Committee.
Chairman Mortimer presented Secretary Morgan Howard with a gift and a card.



Chairman Mortimer read a poem he had written for the end of session. He
thanked the Committee for their strength and unity in his time as Chairman. He told
the Committee about his goals for the future of education.
Vice Chairman Thayn and Senators Ward-Engelking and Lent thanked
Chairman Mortimer for his leadership, mentorship, and hard work for education in
his time as Chairman.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Mortimer adjourned the
meeting at 8:20 a.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Dean M. Mortimer Morgan Howard
Chair Secretary
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