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What is a lifetime certificate?
(1985-2022)

Beginning in 1985, lifetime 
certificates could be purchased 
by any Idaho resident
● free license annually to hunt and/or fish
● valid even if buyer moves out of state

○ pays nonresident fees for tags
● exempt from license fee increases
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Are lifetime certificate holders common?
licenses valid in 2021 (501,500 individuals)
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Does everybody use their lifetime certifica
certificates and licenses purchased 2007-2022 (6,010 individuals)

Certificates activated when obtaining 
your first hunt, fish, or combination 
lifetime license
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Do lifetime certificate holders stay residen
active licenses 2007-2022 (4,916 individuals)

Lifetime certificates remain valid 
even if a certificate holder moves
out of state
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Per IDAPA 13.01.04.202.02(b) 
Certificate holders that move out of 
state pay nonresidents fees and are 
not subject to nonresident 
quotas/limit



What are lifetime licenses?
active licenses 2018-2022

● Issued to Lifetime Certificate holders in each year that they intend to hunt and/or fish in 
the state of Idaho, regardless of their residency status.

● Issued as an annual or a 3 -year license.
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Who are the lifetime license holders?
active licenses 2018-2022

Idaho hunting 
licenses are not 
required until age 10

Youth hunters may 
obtain a license 
before the age of 10 
to apply for 
Controlled Hunt Tags
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Premier & Antlered hunt participation

2020-2022

● Idaho Premier Hunts: m oose  
(an tle red), b ighorn  sheep , and  
m ounta in  goat hunts

● Antlered: deer and  e lk hunts
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Applicants draw a tag 
through a random draw lottery

Who draws a premier controlled hunt tag?
moose, sheep, and goat (2020-2022)
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Antlered Deer and Elk Totals
2020-2022



Applicants draw a tag 
through a random draw lottery

Who draws an antlered controlled hunt ta
antlered deer and elk (2020-2022)
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Applicants draw a tag 
through a random draw lottery

Who draws an antlered controlled hunt ta
antlered deer and elk (2020-2022)
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Antlered outfitter designated hunt partic
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Who draws an antlered controlled hunt ta
antlered deer and elk (2020-2022)
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Summary:
● Of the lifetime certificates purchased since 2007

○ 18% have  not ye t been  activa ted
○ m ost recip ients (65%) remain residents

● Life tim e  license  holde rs m ake  up  only 1% of the  ind ividua ls 
who have  drawn prem ier or an tle red  tags in  the  past th ree  
years.

● Other ru le  exceptions a ffecting proportion  of nonresident 
participa tion :
○ Nonresiden t Jun ior Mentored  tags, Disab led  Am erican  Ve te ran  tags, 

Outfitte r Alloca tion Controlled  Hunts
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