
Idaho 
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Keeping Idaho a Gem



Who We Are.
Idaho Mining Association is made up of more than 100 companies 
in Idaho.

We represent all stages and aspects of mineral development
• Exploration
• Mining
• Mineral processing
• Restoration

Our members live in all corners of Idaho
• Directly employ close to 4,500 men and women
• Provide high wage, career advancing opportunities in rural and urban Idaho



Our Vision : The Idaho Mining Association advocates for a responsible and 
sustainable mining industry, benefitting our state and local communities.
Our Mission: To be recognized as the trusted voice of Idaho's mining industry

What We Do:

What We Believe:

Provide the minerals that we use on a daily basis
Add value to the materials we mine
Build strong, lasting community partnerships
Reclaim and restore the ecosystems when mining ceases

What We Contribute:

More than 10,500 direct/indirect jobsMore than $735 million in total compensation

More than $130 million in state and local taxesMore than $1.4 billion in gross state product



U.S . Re lia nce  on Cr it ica l Mine ra ls
In 2022, the United States was 100% net import reliant for 12 of the  50
individually lis te d crit ica l m ine rals  
● The  U.S. was  m ore  than 5 0 % ne t  im port  re liant  for an addit ional 3 1 crit ica l m ine ra l 

com m odit ie s  
China was  the  le ading producing nat ion for 3 0  of the  5 0  crit ica l m ine ra ls   
ide nt ifie d by the  USGS in 20 22
● Othe r le ading produce rs  of crit ica l m ine ra ls…

○ Aus t ra lia
○ South Africa
○ Congo 

The  Unite d Sta te s  m ilitary re lie s  on m any of the se  crit ica l m ine ra ls  
for our nat ional s e curity and de fe nse , m any of which are  cont rolle d 
by China

Source: US Geological Survey 2023



Major Import Sources of Nonfuel Mineral Commodities for Which the United 
States was Greater Than 50% Net Import Reliant in 2022

Source: US Geological Survey 2023



Ida ho ha s  a  lot  t o  Offe r
Idaho has a wealth of mineral resources

• Idaho has  crit ica l m ine ra ls  tha t  can cont ribute  to  our national defense
and economy

• Idaho has  m ine ra ls  tha t  a re  pivota l to  achie ving our energy and 
manufacturing goals

• s e m iconductors , re charge able  ba t te rie s , s olar pane ls , wind turbine s , 
e ct…

• Idaho has  m ine ra ls  tha t  a re  im portant  for technological advances

In 20 22, Idaho was  part  of a  we s te rn re gion that  produce d ove r $27 
billion in m e ta ls  and m e tallic  m ine ra ls , and $9  billion in othe r 
indus t ria l m ine ra ls

Idaho has  m any gre at  proje cts  that  would subs tant ia lly boos t  our 
e conom ic cont ribut ions  if pe rm it te d

Source: US Geological Survey 2023; Idaho Mining Association Economic Impact Report 2022



NEP A P roce s s  

It takes an average of 7 -10  ye ars  to  pe rm it  a  m ine  in the  Unite d Sta te s .

P ropose d m ining proje cts  on fe de ra lly-m anage d lands  m us t  go 
through the  Nat ional Environm e ntal P olicy Act  re vie w proce s s  .

De laye d re turn on inve s tm e nt , ge ne ral unce rta inty as socia te d with 
m ine  pe rm it t ing and le gal challe nge s  can de te r inve s tm e nt .

Count rie s  with e ffe ct ive  pe rm it t ing proce s se s  and m ine ral s t ra te gie s  
will win the  race  for nat ional s e curity and inve s tm e nt  dollars .

Source: U.S. Department of Interior Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement  

Congre s s  m us t  addre s s  m ine  pe rm it t ing re form  for the  U.S. to  re m ain 
globally com pe t it ive .



Oppor t unit y in  Ida ho
Larger role for the state in federal permitting
- Bols te ring age ncy te chnica l re source s
- Re ly on 3 rd party indus t ry e xpe rts  to  provide  spe cia lty e xpe rt is e
Encourage  ra the r than dis courage  m ine ral e nt ry and de ve lopm e nt  on 
s ta te  and fe de ra l lands
Ne e d we ll coordinate d age ncie s  
- Consolidate  duplica t ive  e fforts  throughout  s ta te  gove rnm e nt

- Com m e nts - Re gula tory Fram e work
- Financia l As s urance s  

- Coordinate  t im ing and inte rage ncy de cis ions  to  a llow for concurre nt  
approval

- Ope n com m unicat ion with propone nts  of proje cts

Work with fe de ra l partne rs  to  im prove  acce s s  to  m ine ra l e nt ry 
and m ine  pe rm it t ing



Que s t ions ?
Benjamin Davenport

bdave nport@m ine idaho.com
20 8 -8 5 9 -19 6 1

mailto:bdavenport@mineidaho.com
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