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Meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Cochair Senator Burtenshaw. Seven members attended
the meeting in person; Senator Bjerke participated online through Zoom; Representative Green
was listening to the meeting through the public streaming option; and Representative Burns was
absent and excused.

Overview of Investing Millennium Funds: Idaho State Treasurer Julie Ellsworth introduced herself
and Shawn Nydegger, Director of Investments. Mr. Nydegger walked the committee through the
process used by the Office of the State Treasurer for investment of state funds including the
Millennium Funds. The Traditional Millennium Fund had a year end fund balance of about $67.8
million, which means the statutory-based distribution to the Millennium Income Fund will be $2.78
million for FY 2026. The Permanent Endowment Millennium Fund ended the year with a fair market
value of $567.6 million, which means its distribution to the Millennium Income Fund will be
$24.4 million for FY 2026. Mr. Nydegger reminded the committee that the Endowment Fund is
constitutionally protected from withdrawals outside of the annual distribution.

Master Settlement Agreement Update: John Olson, Deputy Attorney General (DAG) in the Consumer
Protection Division of the Office of the Attorney General, presented to the committee on smoking
trends, a settlement update, and the [legal] path moving forward. Mr. Olson explained that both
nationally and in Idaho, smoking use is trending downward, which means few dollars are expected to
be distributed to Idaho through the complex formula in the Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement
(MSA). Nationally, in 2022 the total MSA related payments was $7.4 billion, whereas in 2024, the
total distribution was $6.4 billion. Of the national total, Idaho gets less than 0.4% of the total
(about $23 million). This past year, the Office of the Attorney General, negotiated with the tobacco
companies to settle arbitration for the non-participating manufacturers (NPM) portion of the MSA
for 2005 through 2031. This settlement limits the need for the AG staff to litigate, and instead focus
on other required parts of the MSA. The goal of the settlement was to limit legal costs and stabilize
funding to the state; a onetime additional amount of about $51 million was provided to Idaho as
part of the settlement. Mr. Olson, also reminded the committee of legislation related to Title 39,
Chapter 78 as part of meeting the states requirement in the MSA. David Young, also a DAG with
the Office of the Attorney General, explained the work done by the staff to ensure compliance
with the MSA including reporting, data validation, sales compliance, and tax verification. Funding
appropriated to the Office of the AG directly related to the MSA is used for a DAG, paralegal, and
tobacco specialist. Members asked questions and received clarification on issues related to vaping,
NPM agreements, and work still required for the AG Office staff.

Strategic Plan Update: Jennie Sue Weltner, Executive Producer KNOW Vape / Substance Abuse
Awareness Campaigns with Idaho Public Television (IPTV), walked the committee through her
presentation surrounding the strategic plan and efforts taking to advance the committees preferences
for using the Millennium Funds moving forward. She provided a brief overview of committee
discussions on the topic and how the goal is to collaborate and minimize duplication of those
receiving these funds, and how moneys appropriated directly to IPTV are being spent. Ms. Weltner
explained that this process will be a multi-year process but that the partners are already seeing
progress in their collaboration. Specific to IPTV, funds appropriated have been used for creating a
documentary, several public service announcements (PSAs), a brand kit, website and social media
development, and as much media buys as possible, statewide. Ms. Weltner mentioned that other



states have asked to use Idaho's material, citing its quality and anticipated effectiveness. Ms.
Weltner provided answers to committee member questions on the plan, media buys, involvement of
youth and "social influencers," and other aspects of the strategic plan.

Ryan Cantrell, Deputy Superintendent, State Department of Education, at the request of Cochair
Burtenshaw, provided an updated on the $3 million that was appropriated to the State Department
of Education. Mr. Cantrell explained that funds will be used for a three-year grant to pay for some
School Resource Officers (SRO) around the state, with schools determined based on need and a
rural preference. Mr. Cantrell also updated the committee on the purchase and distribution of vape
detectors around the state. Mr. Cantrell explained the need for good data and how they are trying
to collect data through surveys, but funding was not provided so they plan to request funding this
next legislative session; this data will provide a baseline for effectiveness.

Representative Erickson walked the committee through the work he has been doing with Ms.
Weltner and others and explained his thoughts on how additional funding could be distributed
moving forward. This included looking at the complete circle of prevention/recovery/treatment and
how each piece of the circle is just as important as the next. He recommended that Ms. Weltner
serve as the liaison for all the funding recipients and to consider hiring/funding an external evaluator
to determine effectiveness of the funded programs.

Rosie Andueza, Department of Health and Welfare, at the request of Cochair Burtenshaw provided
a brief update on Recovery Centers and offered to assist committee members with receiving a
tour of at least one center.

Adjournment and Closing Comments: The committee agreed to meet in December; no date was
set. The committee adjourned at 12:00 PM.
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