
MINUTES
Approved by Council

America250 in Idaho Advisory Council
Monday, February 17, 2025

1:30 P.M.
Room WW53
Boise, Idaho

Members in attendance: Cochairs Representative Mitchell and Senator Adams; Julie Ellsworth,
Treasurer; Janet Gallimore, Executive Director, Idaho Historical Society; Senator Guthrie; Phil
McGrane, Secretary of State (via teleconference). Absent/excused: Jeff Newgard, President/CEO,
Bank of Idaho. Legislative Services Office (LSO) staff: Terri Kondeff and Jennifer Kish.

Others in attendance: Lyn Moore.

NOTE: Presentations and handouts provided by the presenters/speakers are posted to the Idaho
Legislature's website https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2024/interim and copies of those items
are on file at the Legislative Services Office in the State Capitol. Recordings of the meeting may be
available under the committee's listing on the website.

Opening Remarks / Approval of Jan. 27 minutes

Cochair Adams called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. A silent roll call was taken. Cochair Adams
called for action on the minutes of the January 27 meeting. Cochair Mitchell made a motion to
approve the minutes; Senator Guthrie seconded. Minutes were approved by unanimous voice vote.

America250 in Idaho Website Enhancements

At 1:37 p.m., Mark Breske, Communications Manager for Idaho State Historical Society, provided a
walk thru of recent updates to the America250 in Idaho website (america250.idaho.gov) sponsored
by ISHS. He noted that the website was organized under the 3 pillar concepts: Idaho Celebrates
America250, Idaho Honors the Ideals of the American Revolution, and Idaho Recognizes Our State's
Place in American History; and provided an area for individuals to be involved in the process.

Updates from Subcommittee

At 1:40 p.m., Julie Ellsworth, State Treasurer, began the update from the subcommittee. Treasurer
Ellsworth praised the current look of the website and requested that two additional landing spots be
added to the website: one for the National Archives and one for Idaho's First Lady Teresa Little's
reading list. She inquired whether Superintendent Critchfield had been contacted regarding the Two
Lights Celebration; Director Gallimore reported that it was in the plan but not there yet. Treasurer
Ellsworth inquired about the time established for the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR)
celebration; Director Gallimore responded that the VIP event was 6:00-8:00 p.m. with approval
of the First Lady and the public's event was 7:00-5:00 p.m. Treasurer Ellsworth noted that the
suggestion box responses were going to ISHS, and she wondered whether that was acceptable since
the committee originally requested the responses come to the legislators. Treasurer Ellsworth made
a motion to approve that the responses from the ISHS website's Suggestion Box go thru Mr. Breske,
the ISHS Communications Manager, and he would provide a report of those responses to the
committee before each scheduled meeting; Director Gallimore seconded. The motion was approved.

Phil McGrane, Secretary of State, noted that the subcommittee had met a couple of times and
requested another week to hone in on a project manager.

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2024/interim/usa/


America250 in Idaho Task Force Report

At 1:47 p.m., Janet Gallimore, Director of the Idaho State Historical Society, reported that the
Task Force met on January 28 and provided a written report of the proceedings of that meeting.
Her report included important dates of planned events and action on the pass-through account
for fundraising.

Jeff Tucker, of Idaho public Television (IPTV) spoke to the events his agency was planning regarding
the celebration.

• Treasurer Ellsworth inquired about the licensing of PBS content, in the event folks wanted to
hold/plan public viewing parties. Mr. Tucker explained that, as with all PBS content, it was
available for use without licensing requirements if the event was free and open to the public.

American Revolution Experience Exhibit at the Idaho State Capitol

(Director Gallimore covered this information during the Task Force report.)

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:55 p.m.
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