
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

RS31225 / S1328

This legislation aims to ensure licensed homeless youth shelters and behavioral health youth crisis centers can
adequately serve homeless and runaway youth. It modifies Code so that these facilities are not guilty of a
misdemeanor violation for housing a runaway child under specific circumstances, where the child consents to
shelter, care, or licensed service; the shelter is unable to locate the child’s parent or legal guardian, or the child
refuses to disclose the contact information for the parent or legal guardian; and the facility notifies the county
sheriff or police of the child’s whereabouts pursuant to local laws and licensure requirements. This legislation
also still requires shelters to follow all mandatory reporting processes under Idaho Code.

FISCAL NOTE
This legislation will have no fiscal impact, since it will merely reduce criminal liability for licensed homeless
youth shelters and behavioral health crisis centers for taking in runaway youth, when certain steps are followed.

Contact:
Senator Alison Rabe
(208) 332-1409

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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