MINUTES
(Subject to Approval by the Committee)
Artificial Intelligence Working Group
Thursday, June 26, 2025
2:00 P.M.
Room WWS55
Boise, Idaho

Members in attendance: Cochairs Representative Ehlers and Senator Cook; Representatives Holtzclaw
(remote), Wisniewski (remote), and Redman; Senators Ricks (remote), Adams (remote), and Shippy.
Legislative Services Office (LSO) staff: Matt Drake, Christopher Lehosit, Alex Hatfield, and Linda
Jensen. Absent and excused: Representative McCann and Senator Keyser.

Others in attendance: Brian Smith - Director, Nuclear Reactor Development, Idaho National
Laboratory (INL) (remote); Maurice Turner - Global Public Policy, TikTok (remote); Tim Andersen -
Associate Dean, College of Engineering, BSU; Alberto Gonzalez - Director, Jacob Crisp - Al Advisor,
Office of Information Technology Services (ITS); Kirk Cullimore, Senator, Utah Majority Leader
(remote); Amanda Murillo, Salesforce.

NOTE: Presentations and handouts provided by the presenters/speakers are posted to the Idaho
Legislature's website https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2025/interim/ and copies of those
items are on file at the Legislative Services Office in the State Capitol. Recordings of the meeting
may be available under the committee's listing on the website.

Welcome/Approval of Minutes

At 2:00 p.m., Cochair Cook called the meeting to order; a silent roll call was taken. He asked for a
motion on the minutes. Rep. Ehlers moved to approve the minutes on the December 17, 2024,
meeting; Rep. Redman seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

Cochair Cook read a biography for Brian Smith, who joined the discussion at 2:03 p.m. He expounded
on his background, pointing out that he joined INL recently, in January. He noted that INL's approach
to Al could be considered "Al for nuclear, and nuclear for Al" and how to leverage Al to do things
better in the nuclear space. He stressed powering Al comes with "massive energy demands." He
offered his belief that Al dominance is viewed as a national security imperative but offers powerful
tools to fight wars, and he noted the application of predicting what adversaries may do and knowing
how to counteract it; therefore, the US remaining dominant in the field is critically important. He
further spoke to issues of rates of electricity and data centers taking up energy, but noted the
intense interest across industry to deploy Al tools. The safety basis in nuclear technology has evolved
the past several years due to new designs of reactors, and small modular reactors (SMRs) intrigue
communities due to the "smallness," he explained. He briefly touched on rates of electricity and
purchase agreements over time. He said that 18 months ago, as communities sought to attract data
center infrastructure investments, fiber became a big question, as well as the energy for powering.

* Rep. Redman questioned the SMRs and a time frame for their feasibility. Mr. Smith responded
that he had a timeline from now to 2030, including test beds, private vendors, and experimental
reactors. He said the recent executive orders tackle deployment and may accelerate the timeline.
He emphasized the year 2030.

e Cochair Ehlers asked about the capacity of an SMR. Mr. Smith explained that there were
various types of reactor designs ranging from 345 megawatts to 75 megawatts, also down to
"microreactors," and noted that the norm is currently 48 megawatts. Cochair Ehlers inquired what
the public perception was regarding nuclear reactors. Mr. Smith confirmed that conversations
were evolving, and communities have been coming around to the safety issue. Cochair Ehlers
circled back to national security and asked about real world applications. Mr. Smith said the
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easiest to discuss would be the way autonomous vehicles can operate, and he opined that
autonomous warfare was a "game changer."

e Cochair Cook asked about nuclear power generation moving forward. Mr. Smith replied that INL
was still developing tools. He reiterated a 2030 milestone date.

Cochair Cook provided a background for Maurice Turner, who joined the discussion at 2:36 p.m. He
presented a slideshow to the working group.

e Rep. Redman asked about an update on the shutdown and negotiations of TikTok. Mr. Turner
affirmed he had nothing to add since he is not directly involved with it, and all the information
he knows has been reported publicly.

e Cochair Ehlers referred to labeling and policy violations. Mr. Turner replied that the overall goal
was that people on the TikTok platform are not being deceived, and he gave examples of labeling.
Cochair Ehlers asked whether everything posted was being reviewed. Mr. Turned replied that
TikTok takes a hybrid approach - machines and humans are looking at the content and humans
make final decisions. He noted there is also an appeals process.

e Cochair Cook focused on the last slide and asked how users and companies are being educated.
Mr. Turner replied that information is on the website for transparency. Cochair Cook asked
whether TikTok is trying to encourage people to use the platform responsibly. Mr. Turner replied
it is imperative that people use the tools that are appropriate.

Cochair Cook provided an introduction to Tim Andersen, who joined the discussion at 3:02 p.m.
He provided a slideshow and explained he would be speaking to Al and "why we need to worry
about stuff." He noted that fear from people stems from Artificial General Intelligence (AGI), as it
gets more intelligent very fast. He said there are limited cases where Al can outperform humans in
certain domains and that it can learn faster and better than humans at certain tasks; however, as an
example, Al does not understand the deep nuanced understanding of what lettuce really is, such
as what it tastes and smells like and how you handle it. He continued to expound on the points
exhibited on the slides. He concluded by focusing on a slide featuring BSU programs surrounding Al.

e Cochair Ehlers asked how many students would go through such programs. Mr. Andersen replied
that the CS degree had 700 to 800 students and the Al degree had the same potential. Cochair
Ehlers asked how the output was filling the needs of the industry. Mr. Andersen replied that
the rapid growth of Al technology made it hard to predict. Cochair Ehlers inquired about BSU
possibly retraining the workforce. Mr. Andersen affirmed that there are certificates available in
both the graduate and undergraduate levels.

e Rep. Redman asked what industry utilizes Al the best. Mr. Andersen replied the tech industry, and
in addition, software industries and agriculture (AG) companies in Idaho. Cochair Cook recognized
that there were self-driving tractors in agriculture. Rep. Redman asked about Al efficiencies. Mr.
Andersen noted that he had some insights for state government, and that there would be many
ways for Al to make predictions about who is likely to be successful in a particular career.

e Cochair Cook noted that the state is careful about discrimination and asked how that is dealt
with. Mr. Andersen gave examples of data created on societal biases, and stated that it is a
continual process that must be thought of constantly. Mr. Andersen offered future availability to
meet with members.

At 3:35 p.m., Alberto Gonzalez noted there would be a PowerPoint presentation following updates
for the working group. He related that 2024 was the first year that Al became a top ten concern.
He said Al is a 10X multiplier and is used in more than 90 percent of the workforce, emphasizing
that Al needed to be approached responsibly.

At 3:41 p.m., Jacob Crisp went through the PowerPoint offering further updates. He highlighted
areas such as innovations, industry implications, survey takeaways, and phases of implementation.
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e Rep. Redman asked whether legislative approval was needed for implementation. Mr. Gonzalez
responded that the intent is to ask whether the creation of legislation is needed due to dangers.

Cochair Ehlers noted the working group's perspective was to be given a chance to digest all the
provided information and then give their input. Mr. Gonzalez commented that he is here to address
the concerns that the agencies have. He said he is looking forward to hearing the working group's
input during the summer and before next session.

e Cochair Cook inquired about agencies that were reviewed previously, how much say they had,
and whether they were on board. Mr. Gonzalez replied that there were Al leaders within the
agencies that ITS had been strongly engaging, and there were two directors who did not want
"this unleashed" in their agencies. He added that continuing discussions on Al responsibility and
readiness were key. Cochair Cook asked whether the use of Al was "throttling down" in the state.
Mr. Gonzales replied that he did not believe so.

Cochair Cook read a biography for Senator Kirk Cullimore, who joined the discussion at 4:07 p.m.
Sen. Cullimore summarized Utah's legislative approach in addressing Al. In late 2022, he explained
that ChapGPT became consumer-facing and a working group was created shortly thereafter. He
noted the deliberate decision to not discourage innovation but not violate consumer protection
laws. He stressed that there also must be transparency regarding Al "bots." He referenced an "Al
Policy Lab" that included deep research, learning, and recommendations. Creating a pilot program
was also mentioned to spur entrepreneurship.

e Cochair Ehlers asked about Utah being a leader in Al and energy usage and how the state managed
energy consumption. Sen. Cullimore answered that the data is being computed in centers other
than Utah, and expounded on possible avenues around it. Cochair Ehlers asked whether potential
legislation towards Al was being worked on. Sen. Cullimore reiterated the Al Policy Lab, and
further noted a deep dive into appropriately using Al in mental health and education.

e Cochair Cook pointed out that Sen. Cullimore had been "into this" for one year, and asked
him how to judge five years from now in terms of success. Sen. Cullimore answered that if
there were significant interest from the private sector, and a boom to the state's economy and
political will, it would be a good determining factor. Cochair Cook asked whether commercial
businesses were coming to the Al Policy Lab. Sen. Cullimore explained that the lab was small,
including a director, researcher, drafter, and stakeholder outreach. Businesses are always invited
to come into Utah, he said.

Cochair Cook welcomed closing remarks. Cochair Ehlers reflected on the many directions the
committee could go, and suggested policy recommendations at the next meeting. Rep. Redman
commented on broadband funding being tied to regulations on Al. Cochair Cook suggested to read
the handout provided by ITS before coming back with recommendations. A future meeting was
projected for December or earlier, to be determined.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:29 p.m.
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