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Discussion

• Role of a Building Department

• Permitting Process Overview & 
Timelines

• Impact Fees

• Why Permitting Delays Happen

• Role of Third-Party Inspectors

• Solutions 
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Roles in 
Inspection

• Role of Building Departments

• State vs. County vs. City 
Inspectors

• Building Codes are the 
Minimum Standard

• Timelines: State vs. Local
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Permitting 
Process 
Overview

• Key Components
• Public Hearing Process
• Plan Review
• Inspections

• Timeline Influencers
• Public Hearing Process
• External agencies 

• (Public Works, Fire, Planning & Zoning)
• Outside Delays
• Revisions back from applicant
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Permitting 
Process and 
Timelines

• “Funnel in/Funnel out” 
dynamic

• Average Timelines
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Average Timeline – Permit Process
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SFD - Plan Review TimelineThis chart outlines the review timelines 

for single-family residences across 

various jurisdictions in Idaho. The data 

reflects the average time it takes for 

permit review, with many jurisdictions 

noting that delays are often due to 

reviews by other departments such as 

Public Works, Fire, and Planning & 

Zoning. The focus on single-family 

dwellings was intentional, as these 

housing types are at the center of 

ongoing discussions around permitting 

delays and housing availability. CITY OF BOISE – TWO CATEGORIES
SFD Level 1 (Flatland) – 9.6 business days  |  SFD Level 2 (Hillside) – 12.5 business days



Why 
Permitting 
Delays 
Happen

• Staffing and Resource 
Shortages

• Seasonal Spikes and Large 
Projects

• Consequences on 
Affordable Housing

7



Impact
Fees

• Permit Cost Breakdown-$10,676

• 1649 sq ft. (val. $420k)-Bldg $2432  
MEP $585

• Water & sewer $5049, Impact FPPS 
$2610

• Can distort housing affordability
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Role of 
Third-Party 
Inspectors

• Partnership with Local 
Jurisdictions

• MOUs when third-party 
inspectors are utilized

• Hired by the owner not the 
contractor-avoid conflict of 
interest

• Importance of ICC 
Certification

• Pros and Cons of Outsourcing
• Flexibility and speed vs. 

consistency and oversight
• Potential cost increase
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SOLUTIONS 
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Policy-Based Solutions
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Encourage ADUs and UpzoningADOPT

Implement Tiered Impact FeesIMPLEMENT

Streamline Permits for 
Affordable HousingSTREAMLINE

Learn from Neighboring StatesLEARN



Building Code Adjustments
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Adopt Statewide Tiny House 
AppendixADOPT

Allow Taller Multifamily 
BuildingsALLOW

Enhance and Promote Builder 
Education on Code StandardsENHANCE



Support True “Starter 
Homes”
• Simpler, smaller, attainable homes

• Remove or reduce luxury finishes, 

oversized and heated garages

• Focus on Functionality-outside vs 

inside design, loss of usable space

• Promote Ability for “Room to Grow”

• Example: Moscow’s minimum-built home
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Minimum Code Requirement – Passed Inspection 



Minimum Code Requirement – Passed Inspection 



FINAL THOUGHTS

COLLABORATION 

STREAMLINE PROCESS

FOCUSED GOAL

SOLUTION MINDED
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QUESTIONS
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