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MISSION STATEMENT:

Advocate for effective planning programs, 
practices and legislation statewide. To this end, 
we shall provide resources, training, monitoring, 
mentoring, communications, lobbying, and other 
services to, and for all Idaho professional, 
student, and citizen planners. These activities 
shall help to assure that Idaho’s planners are 
professionally knowledgeable and empowered to 
create and implement balanced, informed and 
visionary plans for their communities.



Idaho Chapter 
– Quick Facts

• ~280 members
• Every Region Represented 
• Types of professionals – Private, 

Public, Urban/Rural 
• Students, PZ Commissioners, City 

Council, City Clerks, Mayors
• Education and Outreach – 

Legislative Policy
• PZ Training Sessions



Topics to be 
Presented:

• Statewide Initiatives
• Technical Assistance
• Housing Taskforce
• Training for Local Governments
• Infrastructure Funding

• Zoning Reform
• Housing Costs outside Zoning Regulations
• One size fits all: Urban vs Suburban vs Rural
• Montana Reforms

• Legislation
• Publication in Newspaper (HB 33 - 2025 Session)
• Administrative Process vs Public Hearings
• Consistent Procedures Statewide 



Proposed State Initiatives 

• Creation of a Statewide Technical Assistance program
• Examples: Montana and Utah Technical Assistance

• Creation of a standing committee to recommend Land Use 
related Legislation.

• Examples: Montana and Utah

Housing Taskforce / 
Land Use Legislation

• Hurdles mentioned by others: Modular Homes, Impact Fees, 
bizarre conditions of approval

Training for Local 
Governments

• Water and Sewer Systems are critical to our future
• Super Majority Bonds for these improvements is slowing 

availability for new growth.

Infrastructure 
Funding



Zoning Reform

Housing Costs Outside 
Zoning Regulations

Other Factors contribute significantly 
more than regulation:
• $ of lumber, labor, interest rates
• HOA’s: minimum size of home, Banning of 

ADU’s, trailer parking / 3 car garages, Vinyl 
fencing requirements, etc.

• Community desires

One Size Fits all: 
Urban vs Suburban vs Rural

Current Statutes allow multiple dwelling 
units on properties, but with urban/rural 
differences:
• Farmhand Housing vs Duplex vs ADU
• Banning vs Mandating
• Model ordinances
• Training/education on current statutes



Zoning Reform

• Montana Reforms
• Applies to municipalities over 5,000 within a 

county over 70,000
• Encouragement of Development of Housing

• Choice of 14 strategies (must choose 5)
• Small subdivision approval via 

administrator
• Uniform hearing and notice requirements
• ADU allowance
• Five-year implementation (2028)

• Idaho LLUPA vs MLUPA



Idaho LLUPA versus Montana LUPA

Topic Idaho LLUPA (1975) Montana MLUPA (2023)

Applicability Applies to all cities and counties statewide. Applies to cities >5,000 in counties >70,000; optional for 
others.

Core Plan Comprehensive Plan (mandatory for all jurisdictions). Land Use Plan (mandatory for qualifying cities; replaces 
Growth Policy).

Plan Content

Must address 17 elements: property rights, population, 
schools, economic development, land use, natural 
resources, hazards, public services, transportation, 
recreation, special sites, housing, design, agriculture, and 
implementation.

Must include land use goals, policies, and Future Land 
Use Map; more flexible on specific content requirements.

Requires a housing implementation plan.

Zoning Link Zoning must be consistent with the adopted 
comprehensive plan.

Zoning & subdivision regulations must substantially 
conform to the Land Use Plan.

Subdivision Review Governed by Idaho Subdivision Act; typically requires 
public hearings, but some can be administrative.

Streamlined subdivision review; small subdivisions can 
be approved administratively.

Public Participation
Ongoing public involvement encouraged; hearings for 
plans, zoning changes, subdivisions (of a certain size), 
and conditional uses.

Public engagement focused at the plan adoption stage; 
limited hearings for individual projects if consistent with 
plan.

ADU Regulations Determined locally; can be restricted or banned. ADUs cannot be banned outright (local design & parking 
rules allowed).

Administrative Review Most land use approvals require commission/council 
action.

Many site-specific developments can be approved 
administratively if they align with the plan.

Flexibility & Tools Offers a broad set of regulatory tools (PUDs, development 
agreements, design standards, variances).

Focused on efficiency; aligns subdivision & zoning 
procedures; fewer optional elements spelled out in law.



Proposed Legislation 

Publication in 
Newspaper 

(HB 33 - 2025 Session)

Administrative Process 
vs Public Hearings

Consistent Procedures 
Statewide 



As one of the professional organizations intimately familiar with the 
development process, we stand ready to provide our expertise and 

imaginative solutions to the housing shortage Idaho is facing.
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