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Approved by Council

America250 in Idaho Advisory Council
Tuesday, October 21, 2025

9:00 A.M.
Room WW55
Boise, Idaho

Members in attendance: Cochair Representative Mitchell; Representative Bruce; Senator Guthrie;
Representative Galaviz (via Zoom); Julie Ellsworth, Treasurer; Janet Gallimore, Executive Director,
Idaho Historical Society; Phil McGrane, Secretary of State. Absent/excused: Jeff Newgard,
President/CEO, Bank of Idaho; and Cochair Senator Adams. Legislative Services Office (LSO) staff:
Terri Kondeff and Hayley Kaae-Domgaard.
NOTE: Presentations and handouts provided by the presenters/speakers are posted to the Idaho
Legislature's website America250 Meeting Materials – Idaho State Legislature, and copies of those
items are on file at the Legislative Services Office in the State Capitol. Recordings of the meeting
may be available on the committee's website listing.

Opening Remarks/ Approval of Minutes

Cochair Mitchell called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. A silent roll call was taken. Cochair
Mitchell thanked all the individuals who have worked to push the America250 effort forward in the
State of Idaho.

Representative Bruce made a motion to approve the minutes of the August, 2025 meeting;
Director Gallimore seconded. Minutes were approved by unanimous voice vote.

Idaho America250 4th of July Parade in Boise

State Treasurer Ellsworth gave a brief introduction to Todd Christensen. Mr. Christensen explained
that he was representing the 'We the People' 4th of July Celebration Committee and the history of
that organization. This committee plans the annual Boise 4th of July Celebration and Parade. He
shared what plans they had for the biquincentennial celebration and expressed ‘We the People’s’
interest in working with the council.

America250 in Idaho

Treasurer Ellsworth made a motion to approve $25,000 to secure statewide broadcasting
connectivity for all the regions of the state for documentation of the historic record in Idaho.

After some discussion, Treasurer Ellsworth requested to table the motion until later in the meeting.
Ms. Perlaky then updated the committee on the Declaration of Independence that will be hung on
January 1, 2026, in the rotunda of the Capitol Building. She then described the citizen signatures
collected, and that they will be printed periodically. These printed scrolls will be hung below the
original Declaration of Independence. Ms. Perlaky discussed plans for a signing table set up in the
Capitol Building during the legislative session. The committee discussed who would supervise the
signing table. She summarized the kick-off event hosted on September 11, 2025, and shared videos
produced from the event. She then updated the committee on the progress of the resource store.
Treasurer Ellsworth shared with the committee that all Revolutionary Spuddy Buddy merchandise
will be sold through the resource store.

Subcommittee Update

Secretary of State Phil McGrane updated the committee on the America250 Celebration Fund and
shared that there have been 14 applications in total. Cochair Mitchell explained the process that
the scoring committee uses to score the grant applications and the progress they have made on
those applications. Treasurer Ellsworth then updated the committee on the ambassador program



as well as the Revolutionary Spuddy Buddies. Treasurer Ellsworth also shared some activities that
ambassadors have taken on to support America250. She highlighted the Idaho Centennial Spur Ride
and explained that 50 experienced horse riders will accompany approximately 50 veterans and Idaho
first responders on a 140-mile ride on the Idaho Centennial Trail.

Treasurer Ellsworth made a motion to approve $8,000 to support the documentation of the Idaho
Centennial Spur Ride. Senator Guthrie seconded the motion.

The committee discussed the motion and brought up the issue of liability. Treasurer Ellsworth
reassured the committee that the organization coordinating the event has considered and managed
liability. The committee also discussed formalizing the process for requests for funding external
events and opportunities.

The motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.

Treasurer Ellsworth then continued her report. She introduced the idea of creating an Idaho
America250 song and the ambassadors who created an original song. Ambassadors Chad Martin and
Wendy French presented a mock-up of the song to the committee.

Treasurer Ellsworth made a motion to approve $5,915 to spend on the production of the Idaho
250 Song. Motion failed for a lack of a second.

Treasurer Ellsworth made a motion to approve $20,000 in spending authority to continue the
work for America250 projects. Director Gallimore seconded the motion. The motion was carried
by unanimous voice vote.

The committee discussed the song and the vetting process for fund requests. Treasurer Ellsworth
explained that the vetting process happens during the subcommittee meeting every week. Members
expressed the desire for clarity on the current financial status of the commemorative fund. The
committee decided to have a financial update at the beginning of each meeting in the future to give
members more context before approving requests. The party that will perform the financial updates
will be determined after the meeting. The committee expressed that they would like to reconsider
funding the song at the next meeting after attaining more information.

Update on SDEA250 Classroom Projects

Superintendent Critchfield updated the committee on the U.S. Spirit Boxes that have been distributed
to students around the state. She expressed to the committee that she would like to request funds
to help purchase materials to create more U.S. Spirit Boxes due to the success of the program. She
then presented a detailed budget of the costs associated and the funds needed.

Representative Bruce made a motion to approve $20,882 for the purchase of materials for the
Spirit of US Boxes for schools. Senator Guthrie seconded the motion. The motion was carried
by unanimous voice vote.

Joint Congressional Letter to the Secretary of the Interior

Director Gallimore gave a status update on the progress made in creating a joint congressional
letter to send to the Secretary of the Interior. The letter requests that a portion of the federal
funding set aside for America250 be delegated to the states. The initial request to the congressional
delegations was that $50 million out of $150 million be designated to state celebrations. This is
under consideration, but no action has been taken.

National Report

State Historian HannaLore Hein updated the committee on America250 activities taking place at the
national level. The Federal Commission has had a change in staff at the executive director’s level.
No replacement has been named, but two commissioners have been appointed to the commission.
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The White House Taskforce in partnership with the commission are coordinating several events.
Ms. Hein highlighted national efforts such as:

- Our American Story

- Our American Field Trip

- The Great American State Fair

- America Innovates

Ms. Hein then updated other national grassroots efforts that have emerged, including:

- Light to unite – National Flag Foundation

- Light up Capitol buildings across the country in red, white and blue on
July 4th, 2026

- Sharing the Spirit of America Program – Hawaii America250

- Orchestrating a simultaneous reading of the Declaration of Independence
on July 8th in all 56 states and territories

- America’s Potluck – Utah America250

- Potlucks hosted around the country on July 5th, 2026

There is a coalition of states putting together an exhibition called Moments that Made Us. The
exhibition highlights events throughout the country and American history as they relate to the
Declaration of Independence. Ms. Hein then concluded her presentation.

Capitol Curation Program Portfolio and America250 Initiatives

Idaho State Museum Director Sara Phillips shared the museum's plans for 2026. The Idaho Historical
Society oversees the Capitol Curation Program, which is delegated to the museum for oversight.
In 2026, they are planning three different exhibits in the Capitol Building and two exhibits at the
museum. These exhibits will focus on Idaho’s place in the American Story and highlight how Idaho
has been shaped by American history.

Capitol Building Exhibits:

- Garden Level Hallways

- Idaho Main Streets: Exploring main streets across the state as centers of
community life with historic photographs

- Statutory Hall

- It’s a Grand ol’ Flag: Examines the history of the Stars and Stripes

- Capitol Historic Space on the First Floor

- Exploring the life of Territorial Treasurer John Gray and his contributions
to Idaho State history

State Museum Exhibits:

- Four Score and 7 Years Before

- Exploring objects and documents connected to three pivotal events in
American History that led to the founding of the United States and Idaho
as a territory.

- United We Celebrate
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- The Traditions That Bring America Together: featuring artifacts
commemorating Idaho’s centennial and bicentennial

Director Gallimore shared, that in addition to these events, the Idaho Historical Society will be
hosting a VIP reception on February 11, 2026. Ms. Gallimore requested that the Advisory Council
be a sponsor of the event.

Secretary McGrane made a motion that the Advisory Council sponsor the event on February 11,
2026. Senator Guthrie seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

America250 Event Report

IPTV General Manager Jeff Tucker provided an update to the committee on the American Sagebrush
Navy documentary that was screened three times in relation to the 250th anniversary of the US
Navy. Mr. Tucker deferred to Director Gallimore. She shared that the Idaho National Laboratory
(INL) had the original nuclear fleet decommissioned and recycled. While they did this, ISHS recorded
oral stories with servicemen associated with the fleet. This is how the story was discovered, and
IPTV took on the task of creating a documentary about it.

Alyssa Leavitt updated the committee in place of Director Buxton on the events taking place at
Idaho State Parks. She highlighted the Bruneau Dunes State Park event in September that covers the
history of space exploration throughout the month, then concluded her presentation.

Grant Approvals

Cochair Mitchell explained the process for the scoring committee. Due to four legislators being
appointed to the scoring committee, LSO created an online scoring portal for each legislator to score
applicants independently to avoid getting into open meetings law issues. Taking the average of all
four scores, if the applicant scored over 77%, they would be approved by the scoring committee.
The action taken by the advisory council would be to approve the disbursal of grant funds to
applicants approved by the scoring committee.

Senator Guthrie motioned to approve the disbursal of grant reward amounts requested by:

- City of American Falls

- City of Cascade

- City of Firth

- City of Jerome

- City of McCall

- City of Rexburg

- City of Ririe

- City of Rockland

- City of Shoshone

- City of Ucon

- Owyhee County

Secretary McGrane seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

Miscellaneous Business/Adjournment

The committee directed the discussion back to the tabled motion from the beginning of the meeting.
Members expressed that they receive clarity in the initial request for funds related to promoting
and broadcasting America250 events.
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Secretary McGrane made a substitute motion to approve $25,000 for the promotion of events
leading up to the America250 celebration. Senator Guthrie seconded the motion.

The committee discussed ongoing costs and the options for fundraising.

The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:13 AM
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