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Members in attendance: Cochairs Representative Ehlers and Representatives Scott, Manwaring
(Zoom), and Tanner (D14); Senators Bjerke, Blaylock, and Semmelroth; absent/excused: Senator
Lakey. Legislative Services Office (LSO) staff: Jared Tatro, Alex Penny, and Jennifer Kish.

Others in attendance: Nate Clayville - NW Power and Conservation Council; Anette Tipton -
Hispanic Commission; Dylan Baker - Commission for Libraries; Lauren Smyser - Division of Financial
Management; Tyler Kelly - State Controllers Office; and Sen. Mark Sauter (D1).

NOTE: Presentations and handouts provided by the presenters/speakers are posted to the Idaho
Legislature's website https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2025/interim and copies of those items
are on file at the Legislative Services Office in the State Capitol. Recordings of the meeting may be
available under the task force's listing on the website.

Opening Remarks / Approval of Minutes

Cochair Ehlers called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m.; a silent roll call was taken. Cochair Ehlers
asked for action on the minutes of the September 29, 2025, meeting. Sen. Semmelroth moved
to approve the minutes as presented; Sen. Bjerke seconded; the minutes were approved by
voice vote.

Idaho Code Cleanup Act - New Sections for Consideration

At 2:04 p.m., Alex Penny, Principal Research Analyst, LSO Impact Review Team, provided a list
of Idaho Code sections proposed for repeal.
• Cochair Ehlers inquired about Section 26-2177, Idaho Code, regarding the term "Official Family"

used in the name of that section. No one was able to explain its use.
• Cochair Ehlers inquired whether the Dept. of Finance had submitted a statement about the

elimination of the Idaho Corporate Credit Union. Mr. Penny had not received such and there
was not a representative from the department in the audience.

• Rep. Scott inquired about the elimination of Sections 42-1704 and 42-1776, Idaho Code, related
to the Columbia River Compact. Mr. Penny explained that one section was regarding an annual
report, which is now provided by performance reports; the other was a fund, which had not been
active for years and whose purpose had other funding means satisfying the need.

Rep. Tanner moved that the DOGE Task Force, as it pertains to the Idaho Code Cleanup Act,
recommend the listed 79 sections or subsections of Idaho Code, as listed in Attachment 1,
as submitted by the associated state agencies, be delivered to the Research and Legislation
Division in the Legislative Services Office to begin the bill drafting process for germane committee
consideration; Sen. Blaylock seconded; motion carried by unanimous vote.

DOGE Portal Comments Update

At 2:13 p.m., Alex Penny, Principal Research Analyst, LSO Impact Review Team, provided a summary
of comments received since the September 29 meeting.
• Sen. Blaylock inquired whether the responses were shared with the appropriate entities. Mr.

Penny explained that the comments were shared only with task force members. Sen. Blaylock
asked whether it was appropriate as a task force member to address the issue directly with the
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entity or whether to go through the chair. Cochair Ehlers preferred to go through the chair. He
hoped to reach a point where the task force could clarify and organize the comments and address
items directly during meetings with the entities.

Bonuses, FTP Vacancies, Management FTP

At 2:20 p.m., Frances Lippit, LSO Senior Budget and Policy Analyst, provided multiple reports on
compensation, bonuses, temporary merit awards, and the distribution of such as reported by the
agencies; as well as staffing vacancies and funding status of those positions.
• Rep. Tanner requested research on Idaho Dept. of Lands' Fire Fund bonuses, specifically a list of

employee classifications who received those. Ms. Lippit acknowledged the request.
• Rep. Tanner inquired whether hiring bonuses were reclaimed when an employee left employment.

Ms. Lippit commented that the reclamation may be stated in a MOU, but suspected it would be
reclaimed by a withholding of paycheck funds; she would research further.

• Cochair Ehlers requested data that showed the percentage of bonuses per agency per quantity of
staff, and how bonuses were funded.

• Rep. Tanner asked about guidelines for short-term merit awards. Ms. Lippit noted that it should
be covered by Section 67-5309B. Rep. Tanner asked whether different types of bonuses/merit
pay could be awarded to the same employee. Ms. Lippit commented that the way the statute
was stated it seemed it was allowed.

• Cochair Ehlers requested information as to when the employee suggestion bonus was last
awarded. Ms. Lippit acknowledged the request.

• Sen. Blaylock inquired how the unused funds for extended vacant positions were reallocated.
Ms. Lippit reported that 60% of the funds were reverted back, 18% were transferred to other
expenses, and 12% went to overtime or workload redistribution. Sen. Bjerke inquired how 12%
could still be needed for overtime when a budget was submitted. Ms. Lippit explained that if
a position was not filled, then that pay could be awarded to other employees to compensate
the work for covering those unfulfilled duties.

• Cochair Ehlers asked whether the committee was in favor of recommending to the Joint
Finance-Appropriation Committee (JFAC) that the 381 positions identified as vacant in the
Extended Vacant Position Descriptions and Funding Status report be eliminated. Sen. Semmelroth
expressed concern about quantifying the importance of the position for the entity. Ms. Lippit
noted that in the initial request for information about the positions there were responses that
could be further researched to address Sen. Semmelroth's concern. Sen. Semmelroth suggested
withholding Cochair Ehler's request in lieu of the quantifying information and in lieu of the fact
that agencies may eliminate the positions in an effort to meet the governor's 3% holdback
request. Cochair Ehlers acknowledged the veracity of that possibility, but proposed that additional
staff reduction may be requested due to this report. Ms. Lippit noted that these positions were
vacant as of January 1, 2025. Rep. Manwaring, noting the State Public Defenders Office was a
new agency, cited that some details were missing to support the recommendation to JFAC.

• Sen. Bjerke asked how difficult it was to issue bonuses and merit pay. Ms. Lippit explained that
policy was for the justification and performance review to be routed through the Division of
Human Resources and Financial Management.

• Rep. Scott moved for the cochairs to present these documents and information to JFAC in the
interim for review and consideration for possible removal of the positions or funding that JFAC
deems unnecessary; Rep. Tanner seconded. Sen. Bjerke inquired how JFAC could act upon the
information. Cochair Ehlers commented that this data provided in the interim may help introduce
new policy for the legislative session; policy would be more effective than the short-term effects
of the task force's efforts. Motion carried by unanimous vote.

Agency Consolidation and Reorganization
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At 3:14 p.m., Jared Tatro, Team Lead, Impact Review Team, provide a report about the previously
proposed agency consolidation and reorganization.

• Cochair Ehlers commented that the next meeting would cover these ideas more in-depth by
inviting representatives from these agencies to be available for questions.

• Rep. Scott requested to add Sections 67-7801, 67-7802, 67-7803, Idaho Code, regarding the
Pacific Northwest Economic Region to the list for review.

Public Comment

At 3:32 p.m., Cochair Ehlers invited public comment from anyone in attendance.

• Mark Sauter, State Senator (D1), spoke against the proposed elimination of the Lakes Commission.
He provided the history of its creation by H 110 (2003) and how it beneficially affects his district.

Adjournment

Cochair Ehlers announced that the next meeting will be November 19th. With no further business,
the meeting was adjourned at 3:38 p.m.
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