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Members in attendance: Cochairs Representative Vander Woude and Senator VanOrden; Senators
Harris, Bjerke, Cook, and Wintrow; Representatives Rakel (Redman), Tanner (D14), Wheeler, and
Rubel. Absent and excused: Sen. Adams. Legislative Services Office (LSO) staff: Kyle Slominski (via
Zoom), Alex Williamson, Alex Penny, and Jennifer Kish.

Others in attendance (signed in): Jared Larsen, Idaho Department of Health and Welfare.

Presentations and handouts provided by the presenters/speakers are posted to the Idaho
Legislature's website https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2025/interim and copies of those items
are on file at the Legislative Services Office in the State Capitol. Recordings of the meeting may be
available under the committee's listing on the website.

Opening Remarks

Cochair Van Orden called the meeting to order at 4:08 p.m.; a silent roll was taken. Cochair Van
Orden noted that the items on the agenda would be reordered having Ms. O'Connell present before
the committee discussion.

Comprehensive Managed Care Process Update

Sasha O'Connell, Deputy Director and Medicaid Administrator for the Department of Health
and Welfare (DHW), provided a presentation that covered H 345 (2025) influenced decisions,
implementation of federal HR1 (2026) / One Big Beautiful Bill Act, comprehensive managed care
timeline and stakeholder engagement, program design options, and Medicaid Review Panel
engagement. Ms. O'Connell noted that a summary of the responses to the request for information
(RFI) survey about the transition to comprehensive Medicaid managed care had been posted to
the department's website.
• Sen. Cook endorsed idea #1 (slide 25), which supported already established Idaho companies.
• Rep. Wheeler inquired whether other states had successfully used the procurement process for

examples #1 or #3. Ms. O'Connell reported that it had been done in other states. Rep. Wheeler
endorsed idea #1 or a hybrid of #1 and #3.

• Sen. Cook supported the involvement of providers to better understand how to make this
process succeed from an entrepreneurial stance. Ms. O'Connell agreed that other's ideas would
be included to create a better system, a new system with accountability ideas. Sen. Wintrow
agreed on the involvement of others to create a solid process; specifically for nonemergency
transportation, liquidated damages, customer service, and a neutral grievance process.

• Cochair Vander Woude inquired whether any other states endorsed a partial payment on "unclean
claims" and, when identified as "clean," it would be paid in full. Ms. O'Connell noted that
process was used for a period of time when a program went live to accommodate participant's
learning curve, but as a normal operational procedure she was not aware of it being used,
possibly due to the difficulty of reclaiming funds.

• Rep. Wheeler asked about enhancing provider protections in rural situations. Ms. O'Connell
responded that it may be possible to offer better funding to encourage providers to support
those rural areas.

Discussion on Acquisition of Legislative Consultant for the Comprehensive Managed Contract

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2025/interim/mrp/mrp-materials/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2025/interim/260217_mrp_Medicaid Review Panel 02172026.pdf
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2025/interim/260217_mrp_DHW RFI.pdf


At 5:06 p.m., Cochair Van Order reminded the panel of an earlier discussion about acquiring a
consultant to assist the panel with reviewing the RFP and overseeing the awarding process. She
noted that she and Cochair Vander Woude had talked with many individuals but could not identify
any strong candidates that could assist in all areas or was not conflicted in putting in for the
contract. She invited Matt Salo, President and CEO of Salo Health Strategies, to provide comments
to the panel on his 30 years experience with other states and programs to explain the complexity of
the issues. Mr. Salo identified Arizona and Tennessee as having successfully implemented programs

• Sen. Cook asked what made the Arizona and Tennessee programs the best examples. Mr. Salo
stated that those states initially established strong matrixes to be met in their RFPs. Sen. Cook
asked if those programs were the same model. Mr. Salo stated that it would not be helpful for
Idaho to model its plan on either of those as one plan does not work for all; he noted that Idaho
would need to specialize its plan based on Idaho's political, cultural, and other social realities.

• Rep. Tanner inquired whether Idaho should look at certain sections that worked in other states
or whether Idaho just needed to be more specific in its contract. Mr. Salo stated that it was best
for Idaho to identify what it needed and wanted before it went shopping.

• Rep. Tanner inquired whether states that had the best care also had a healthy population. Mr.
Salo noted that a fee-for-service plan encouraged providers to request lots of services and more
expensive options; ultimately, a healthy population doesn't need services so a provider goes out
of business. He noted that managed care treated the population in a holistic manner and not
always with medical services to promote health and prevent chronic conditions.

At 5:40 p.m., Cochair Van Orden moved the discussion to taking action in the acquisition of a
consultant with a proposed Senate Concurrent Resolution. Discussion included accountability of the
awarded contract, how soon a contractor could be acquired, how much would be spent on the
contract, and how funds spent now may prevent larger losses later. Rep. Tanner moved to push the
proposed concurrent resolution to the full Legislature for consideration; Cochair Vander Woude
seconded. Motion passed by voice vote; Sen. Harris and Sen. Wintrow voting "Nay".

Sen. Cook requested to have meetings scheduled on a regular basis between panel members and
DHW staff to keep each appraised of the timeline and goals met.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:56 p.m.
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