
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

RS32409 / H0240

This legislation protects our first amendment rights to free speech on public campuses of higher education.
This legislation makes clear through definitions would correct previous misunderstandings of the role that
higher education must play in preserving the free expression of speech on campus. The United States Supreme
Court stated, in Healy v. James, that public universities act as “peculiarly the marketplace of ideas,” where
young adults learn to exercise the constitutional rights necessary to participate in this system of government
and to tolerate others’ exercise of the same rights, and there is “no room for the view that… first amendment
protections should apply with less force on college campuses than in the community at large.” The United States
Supreme Court also warned in Sweezy v. New Hampshire that if public universities stifle student speech and
prevent the open exchange of ideas on campus, “our civilization will stagnate and die.”

FISCAL NOTE
This legislation causes no increase or decrease in revenue, or additional expenditure of funds at the state or
local level of government; therefore, this legislation has no fiscal impact.

Contact:
Representative Barbara Ehardt
(208) 332-1000

DISCLAIMER: This statement of purpose and fiscal note are a mere attachment to this bill and prepared by a proponent
of the bill. It is neither intended as an expression of legislative intent nor intended for any use outside of the legislative
process, including judicial review (Joint Rule 18).
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