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IDAHO’S SUCCESS STORY
How Idaho is  Helping Charter Schools Reduce 

Facil ity Costs and Focus Resources on Instruction
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Idaho Is A National Success Story
At no cost to state taxpayers, Idaho is providing massive benefit to charter schools, so 

that they pay less to landlords and private investors and can invest significantly more in

instruction.
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Idaho Is A National Success Story
Idaho is highlighting the huge benefit of well-designed facility financing policies that

work together to leverage private investment and maximize savings so that charter 

schools can invest more in instruction.
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“The lower financing costs 
meant we could provide 
not only the facilities 
needed for a college 
preparatory program but 
also hire enough teachers 
and staff to support an 
International Baccalaureate 
program.”
– Emily Downey, Sage 
International Network of 
Schools

“We could not have 
sustained the school 
financially without the 
state’s no-interest loan. Not 
only would we have hired 
fewer teachers, but we 
would also have had to pay 
them significantly lower 
salaries.”
– Stephen Lambert, 
American Classical Schools 
of Idaho

“At the high interest rates 
private investors wanted, 
we could have not 
invested in the equipment, 
or the top-of-the-line 
faculty needed for our 
programs to succeed.”
– Monica White, Elevate 
Academy Network
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Charter Schools Face A Facility Challenge
Idaho’s charter schools are redirecting significant funding intended for instruction to 

pay for their facilities. The charter school facility gap is large compared to other states.

4

Facility Costs
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$1,857

Funding
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$1,294

30.3%

39.9%

51.6%
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Idaho Is Greatly Reducing Financing Costs
Idaho is using a revolving loan fund for new charter schools and providing its moral 

obligation to help more established charter schools secure affordable financing. The 

savings are substantial and being invested in instruction.
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Overall, Idaho Is Producing Major Savings
At no cost to state taxpayers, Idaho is providing massive benefit to charter schools, so 

that they pay less to landlords and private investors and can invest significantly more in

instruction.
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Idaho Has Created A National Model
Idaho is highlighting the huge benefit of well-designed facility financing policies that 

work together to leverage private investment and maximize savings so that charter 

schools can invest more in instruction. Idaho can build upon this success.
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Thank you!
F o unda t i o n  f o r  E x c e l l e n c e  i n  Educ a t i o n
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P.O. Box 10691

Tallahassee, FL 32302

850.391.4090

info@ExcelinEd.org

@ExcelinEd

@ExcelinEd

/ExcelinEd
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