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Chairman Guthrie called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. and requested that
Secretary Wells take a silent roll.

Rejecting the Rates of Legislative Compensation set by the Citizens’
Committee on Legislative Compensation. Senator Zito, sponsor, summarized
the Citizens’ Committee, composed of appointees of the Governor and Idaho
Supreme Court, to establish compensation rates for the Idaho State Legislature.
Senator Zito stated the Legislature could not vote for a pay increase, but could
reject the increase recommended by the Citizens’ Committee.

Senator Shippy moved to send RS 31919 to print. Senator Anthon seconded
the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

The Gubernatorial Appointment of George Lynch to the Idaho Energy
Resource Authority (IERA) to serve a term commencing December 1, 2024,
and expiring June 30, 2029. Mr. Lynch stated he was employed as an attorney
with Washington State University, focusing on Washington State transmission
policy in the West. He also worked at the U.S. Department of Energy, Grid
Deployment, where he led the wholesale electricity market program. Mr.
Lynch served as legal counsel for the Idaho Governor’s Office of Energy and
Mineral Resources, coordinating energy project development and policy and
collaborating with various transmission providers and stakeholders.

Chairman Guthrie asked Mr. Lynch to identify the biggest challenge facing
Idaho. Mr. Lynch stated that, given growing energy demand, the challenges
were finding new generation resources, building the transmission system to
deliver energy where needed, and maintaining Idaho’s historically low electricity
prices. Senator Anthon asked what role nuclear generation would play in the
future. Mr. Lynch anticipated nuclear generation would be a significant provider,
ready for commercialization by the end of this decade or by the 2030s. Mr.
Lynch noted Idaho National Laboratory (INL) as a research resource. Senator
Ruchti inquired on the benefits of his current work to the appointment. Mr.
Lynch stated his familiarity with regional transmission system would provide
knowledge and resources to the IERA.
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The Gubernatorial Reappointment of Thomas Wilford to the Idaho
Endowment Fund Investment Board (Board) to serve a term commencing
March 12, 2023, and expiring April 11, 2027. Mr. Wilford shared he served as
Chairman of the Board. Previously Mr. Wilford served as head of the Albertson’s
Family Foundation. Prior to that, he was a managing partner with Ernst and Ernst
in Boise then Anchorage. Mr. Wilford stated that he brings integrity, intelligence,
and experience to the Board.

Senator Harris asked Mr. Wilford his goals, as Chairman of the Board this term.
Mr. Wilford sought to develop a team with plenty of good talent, with others
prepared to step into the Chair role whenever needed. Senators Anthon and
Bernt, and Chairman Guthrie thanked him for his attitude of humble leadership
and his years of service to ldaho.

Committee vote on the Gubernatorial Reappointment of Rob Perez to the
Treasurer's Investment Advisory Board. Senator Den Hartog moved to send
the Gubernatorial Appointment of Rob Perez to the Treasurer's Investment
Advisory Board to the Senate with the recommendation that he be confirmed.
Senator Toews seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Rules Governing Paid Signature Gatherers (New Chapter) - Temporary and

Pending Rule. Robert McQuade, Assistant Chief Deputy of the Idaho Secretary
of State, outlined the Rule as defining the formatting of paid signature gatherers’

badges. The Rule defined the badge size, color, font, and language.

Senator Harris moved to approve Docket No. 34-0801-2401. Senator Den
Hartog seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Customer Relations Rules for Gas, Electric, and Water Public Utilities
(The Utility Customer Relations Rules) - Pending Rule. Stephen Goodson,
Policy Advisor, Idaho Public Utilities Commission, summarized that this rule, as
requested by the House in 2024, changed section 304 from “may” to “shall”.

Senator Den Hartog moved to approve Docket No. 31-2101-2401. Senator
Harris seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Customer Relations Rules for Telephone Corporations Providing Services
in Idaho Subject to Customer Service Regulation by the Idaho Public
Utilities Commission (The Telephone Customer Relations Rules ) (ZBR
Chapter Rewrite) - Pending Rule. Stephen Goodson communicated that the
intent of the rule was to incorporate federal code by reference. Such sections
were moved to the beginning of the rule to aid interested parties in locating the
code. Additionally, the rule addressed recurring areas of disagreement between
local exchange companies and other telephone companies and customers in
regard to deposits, guarantees, billing, service (application for, denial of, and
termination), and provision of information about customers to authorities.
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Senator Adams inquired if Section 205.02.a and 205.02.b, relating to customer
responsibility for payment of another customer’s bill, were moved or addressed
elsewhere. Mr. Goodson offered that retaining those passages would be
acceptable to the Public Utilities Commission.

Senator Adams moved to approve Docket No. 31-4101-2401, with the
exception of 205.02.a and 205.02.b. Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion.
The motion carried by voice vote.

Rules Governing Alcohol Beverage Control - Adoption of Temporary Rule.
Lt. Colonel Wheatley, Chief of Staff and Rules Officer, Idaho State Police,
stated that Rule 11-0501-2402 was drafted in response to Title 23. The Rule
defined terms in the statute, such as owner and business.

Senator Harris moved to approve Docket No. 11-0501-2402. Senator Toews
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Rules Governing Alcohol Beverage Control (ZBR Chapter Rewrite) -
Pending Rule. Lt. Colonel Wheatley stated that Rule 11-0501-2403 was
drafted in response to Title 23. In addition to removing unnecessary or
burdensome language, sections were moved for improved readability and access
for licensees and staff.

Senator Shippy asked, regarding Section 11.05.a-d, why building structure
definition existed in a section addressing controlled access to minors. Lt.
Colonel Wheatley explained that the goal of specifying solid partitions was to
prevent alcohol distribution to minors at over/under clubs. Senator Adams then
asked the intent of 11.02.b, “demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Director”,
regarding the issuance of alcohol licenses to restaurants. Senator Ruchti

also expressed concern about the subjective nature of 11.02.b and requested
consideration toward reducing room for bias. Lt. Colonel Wheatley responded
that the intent of 11.02.b was to aid Alcohol Beverage Control in identifying that
a licensee was truly a restaurant, especially in the case of over/under clubs,
and to allow nuance so that legislative intent was met. Licensees understood
the regulation and did not push back on it. Lt. Colonel Wheatley thanked

the senators for feedback in this area. Senator Anthon raised the need for
thoughtfulness regarding usage definitions, especially regarding historic theaters.
Chairman Guthrie thanked Lt. Colonel Wheatley for the recent work done

on liquor licensing laws by the Alcohol Beverage Control toward promotion of
temperance, business opportunity, and protection of minors.

Senator Harris moved to approve Docket No. 11-0501-2403. Senator Anthon
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

There being no further business at this time, Chairman Guthrie adjourned the
meeting at 8:52 a.m..
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Senator Guthrie Kathryn Wells
Chair Secretary
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