
MINUTES
SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

DATE: Monday, January 20, 2025
TIME: 8:00 A.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Guthrie, Vice Chairman Bernt, Senators Anthon, Den Hartog, Harris,
Toews, Adams, Shippy, and Ruchti

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Guthrie called the meeting of the Senate State Affairs Committee
(Committee) to order at 8:00 a.m.

GUBERNATORIAL
APPOINTMENT:

The Gubernatorial Appointment of Lori Wolff as Administrator of the
Division of Financial Management to serve a term commencing June 5,
2024. Ms. Wolff introduced herself, sharing her upbringing in Salmon, Idaho,
and early interest in politics and public service through participating in her
grandfather’s service in the Idaho House of Representatives. She served as a
Page, studied political science, and completed formal education with a master's
in public administration at Idaho State University. In her 22 years in Idaho State
government, she spent 18 years in Health and Human Services working with
foster care, Medicare, and SNAP. Governor Little appointed Ms. Wolff to the
Human Resources Division, then she joined the Governor’s office as senior staff.
In 2024 she was appointed to the Division of Financial Management (Division).

Ms. Wolff summarized the Division’s sections. First, the budget office created
the executive branch budget, including 60 agencies and 25,000 employees.
Second, economic revenue forecasting. Third, the finance division, which ties
revenue and expenditures, ensuring Idaho stays within budget. Fourth, policy
and regulatory agencies, working with executive legislation and rules. Ms.
Wolff's stated goals for Division management were threefold. First, structural
balance in the budget with accurate revenue numbers. Second, increase trust
in revenue forecasting, with monthly reports available on the website. Third,
website overhaul to increase transparency and ease in navigation to make data
easily available for decision making. Website reworking will happen after this
Session. Strategic goals included a long-term view to position the State for the
future and maintaining a limited but effective government.

DISCUSSION: Senator Ruchti asked if Ms. Wolff, during her years administering child welfare
programs for the Department of Health and Welfare, understood she was
responsible to Idaho taxpayers to ensure tax monies were spent with proper
oversight. Ms. Wolff affirmed that she did. The taxpayer monies were invested
to make sure kids were safe and remained safe in their homes, or had a good
fall-back in the foster care system.



GUBERNATORIAL
REAPPOINTMENT:

The Gubernatorial Reappointment of Matthew Woodington to the Idaho
State Racing Commission to serve a term commencing January 15, 2024, and
expiring January 15, 2030. Matthew Woodington shared he grew up in Nampa,
and his family raised thoroughbred race horses. He worked summers at Les Bois
Park, cleaning horses' stalls. Inspired to become a veterinarian, he studied at the
University of Idaho and Oklahoma State University, then started his veterinary
practice at age 24. Mr. Woodington enjoyed working as the event veterinarian at
Les Bois Park until it closed. Mr. Woodington served as an Idaho State Racing
Commissioner the past three years, ensuring tracks run efficiently and fairly.

DISCUSSION: Chairman Guthrie queried the trajectory of horse racing in Idaho. Mr.
Woodington answered that horse racing faced difficulty. Online gaming and
gambling took revenue from tracks across the country. Many tracks, like in
Kentucky, Florida, and Texas, moved toward other forms of gaming to support
the racing industry.

GUBERNATORIAL
APPOINTMENT
VOTE:

The Gubernatorial Appointment of Scott Madison to the Idaho Energy
Resource Authority to serve a term commencing December 1, 2024, and
expiring June 30, 2029. Senator Harris moved to send the Gubernatorial
Appointment of Scott Madison to the Idaho Energy Resource Authority to the
floor with the recommendation that he be confirmed by the Senate. Senator Den
Hartog seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

GUBERNATORIAL
APPOINTMENT
VOTE:

The Gubernatorial Appointment of Thomas Mello to the State Building
Authority to serve a term commencing September 13, 2024, and expiring
January 1, 2029. Vice Chairman Bernt moved to send the Gubernatorial
Appointment of Thomas Mello to the State Building Authority to the floor with
the recommendation that he be confirmed by the Senate. Senator Adams
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

GUBERNATORIAL
REAPPOINTMENT
VOTE:

The Gubernatorial Reappointment of Patricia Perkins to the Treasurer's
Investment Advisory Board to serve a term commencing July 1, 2024, and
expiring July 1, 2028. Senator Den Hartog moved to send the Gubernatorial
Appointment of Patricia Perkins to the Treasurer's Investment Advisory Board
to the floor with the recommendation that she be confirmed by the Senate.
Senator Harris seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

GUBERNATORIAL
APPOINTMENT
VOTE:

The Gubernatorial Appointment of Andrew Arulanandam as Director of the
State Liquor Division to serve a term commencing August 23, 2024. Senator
Harris moved to send the Gubernatorial Appointment of Andrew Arulanandam
to the State Liquor Division to the floor with the recommendation that he be
confirmed by the Senate. Senator Toews seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

GUBERNATORIAL
APPOINTMENT
VOTE:

The Gubernatorial Appointment of Andrew Arulanandam as Director of the
Idaho Lottery Division to serve a term commencing August 23, 2024. Senator
Harris moved to send the Gubernatorial Appointment of Andrew Arulanandam
to the Idaho Lottery Division to the floor with the recommendation that he be
confirmed by the Senate. Senator Den Hartog seconded the motion. The
motion carried by voice vote.
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PASSED THE
GAVEL:

Chairman Guthrie passed the gavel to Vice Chairman Bernt.

DOCKET NO.
38-0501-2401

Rules of the Division of Purchasing (ZBR Chapter Rewrite) - Pending
Rule. Valerie Bollinger, Administrator of the Division of Purchasing (Division),
Department of Administration, stated that three goals guided the rewriting.
First, removal of the Invitation to Negotiate (ITN) process. Second, ensuring
the rule was firmly based in authority granted by statute. Third, clarification of
organization and language. The Division invited input from agencies and political
groups. Administrator Bollinger explained that Subsection 042.05 added
specific parameters for exempt purchases. The aim was to ensure exemptions
met the Legislature’s intent of acquiring property through competition, except
in rare circumstances. In Sections 071-074 language regarding bid openings
was removed for greater consistency with the statute. Section 083, addressing
discussions with bidders, had restrictions removed relating to both solicitation
and classification of proposals. References to ITNs were removed throughout
the rule.

DISCUSSION: Senator Den Hartog asked the history of ITNs being incorporated into the rule;
the history was unknown.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved to approve Docket No. 38-0501-2401. Senator
Harris seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Vice Chairman Bernt adjourned
the meeting at 8:35 a.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Guthrie Kathryn Wells
Chair Secretary
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