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Chairman Foreman called the meeting of the Senate Commerce and Human
Resources Committee to order at 1:30 p.m.

Relating to Counselors and Therapists. Senator Harris reported this legislation
amended the licensing requirements for counselors and therapists, specifying that
fingerprint criminal background checks would only be required when the Division
of Occupational and Professional Licenses (DOPL) determined fingerprinting was
necessary.

Senator Harris noted H 490 (2024), included provisions for fingerprinting as
part of the licensing process for counselors and therapists in preparation for the
anticipated passage of the Interstate Counselor Compact (Compact). However,
since the Compact did not pass, the fingerprinting requirement was not required
to be enforced, and the legislation did not lead to any substantive changes in the
operations of DOPL.

Additionally, Senator Harris pointed out that the legislation would not have any
impact on the State's General Fund, dedicated funds, or federal funds, as there
were no new fees introduced for registered contractors. However, he did note that
there could be an increase in revenue from second violations of either registered
contractors or unregistered individuals.

Senator Bernt moved to send RS 31866 to print. Senator Guthrie seconded the
motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS - Amends existing law to provide for certain
construction contracts to be subjected to Idaho law and that such contracts
shall not require dispute resolution in another jurisdiction. Senator Lakey
reported this bill clarified that construction projects within the State of Idaho were
governed by Idaho law and jurisdiction. Some contractors were trying to change
jurisdictions by contract or force a party to be subject to a law from another state
and to litigate or mediate in that state. This measure protected Idaho companies
by preventing them from having to comply with standards or requirements from
other states. It also guaranteed that Idaho companies could pursue legal relief
within Idaho, if necessary. Senator Lakey emphasized that the legislation did not
lead to any additional costs or changes in revenue for state or local government,
meaning there was no fiscal impact.
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Senator Nichols queried if there was a loophole that this legislation was trying
to close. Senator Lakey remarked there was not a loophole, but explained this
legislation was a backstop for Idaho contractors. This legislation was an effort to
require a contractor to be subject to Idaho laws only and not from another state.

Senator Guthrie stated how did Idaho law apply if there was a lawsuit that went
beyond the Idaho courts. Senator Lakey explained the jurisdictional portion was
outlined and applied in Idaho law.

Sean Schupack, Director of Government Affairs, Idaho Associated General
Contractors (AGC), testified in support of the bill. He noted these types of issues
had increased in the past few years. He commented Idaho construction projects
should follow Idaho law.

Senator Nichols moved to send S 1006 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Ward-Engelking seconded the motion.

Senator Ruchti spoke in support of the bill. He noted he wanted to expand this
law, but these particular types of contracts that dealt with construction projects were
the subject matter. Clients signed contracts with all kinds of provisions not realizing
what was in the contract because at the time, everything was going smoothly. He
explained the party who wrote the contract, for example, in Texas or New York,
favoring the laws in one of those states, the client, if he litigated, would have to try to
find a lawyer who practiced law in either Texas or New York and travel to that state.
That was not easy and added an additional burden and expense. Senator Ruchti
gave an example of a cell phone contract that could not be disputed because the
contract said arbitration had to be done in ldaho.

The motion to send S 1006 to the floor with a do pass recommendation carried
by voice vote.

Chairman Foreman passed the gavel to Vice Chairman Lenney.

Safety Rules for Elevators, Escalators, and Moving Sidewalks (ZBR Chapter
Rewrite) - Pending Rule, p. 198. Justin Touchstone, Trades Program Director,
Building Construction and Real Estate Bureau, Division of Professional and
Occupational Licenses (DOPL), provided details on the Idaho Elevator Safety
Program. The initiative was developed to eliminate outdated regulations and
reduce regulatory burdens. The aim was to streamline government and ensure
more effective rule enforcement through a comprehensive review of the relevant
chapter, with an emphasis on clearer, more accessible language. He noted the rule
changes involved collaboration with stakeholders and the public, aiming to simplify
rule language and make it more understandable.

Senator Bernt asked if there was any opposition during the negotiated rulemaking
process. Mr. Touchstone confirmed there was no opposition. However, some
contractors questioned visual and auditory requirements and based on that input,
the DOPL Board made it optional. There was a discussion between Senator Bernt
and Mr. Touchstone about the Building Code not being freely available to the
public. DOPL made the Building Code available to people in their office and the
rules for DOPL were available online. The information reflected efforts to update
and streamline regulations related to elevator safety in Idaho.

Chairman Foreman moved to approve Docket 24-3940-2401. Senator Lakey
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.
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Rules Governing Uniform School Building Safety (ZBR Chapter Rewrite) -
Pending Rule, p. 203. Justin Touchstone, Trades Program Director, Division of
Professional and Occupational Licenses (DOPL), explained the Idaho Uniform
School Building Safety Program was striving to prevent the accumulation of costly,
ineffective, and outdated regulations and reduce regulatory burdens to achieve a
more efficient operation in government. He outlined the rule process. There were
no changes to the pending rule and it was adopted as originally proposed.

Chairman Foreman moved to approve Docket 24-3960-2401. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Idaho Minimum Safety Standards and Practices for Logging (ZBR Chapter
Rewrite) - Pending Rule, p. 208. Amy Lorenzo, Bureau Chief, Building
Construction and Real Estate Bureau, Division of Occupational and Professional
Licenses (DOPL), noted the focus for the Idaho Logging Safety Program (Program)
was on simplifying the language, eliminating outdated rules, and ensuring that the
regulations were clear and easier to understand for stakeholders and the public.
The goal was to streamline operations without creating a negative fiscal impact on
the State's General Fund. The program worked with stakeholders to find a balance
between maintaining effective safety measures and reducing regulatory burdens,
ensuring both safety and operational efficiency. The main goal was to maintain
logging safety standards. Ms. Lorenzo also highlighted specific changes in the rule
to improve clarity and effectiveness. This reflected a continued effort to enhance
logging safety in Idaho while simplifying and streamlining regulatory processes

Senator Guthrie expressed curiosity about the level of detail in the logging rules,
specifically asking whether fines were imposed after an inspection if a violation
occurred. Ms. Lorenzo clarified that DOPL did not issue licenses. The rules
provided an opportunity to conduct inspections and issue violations if applicable.
Inspectors otherwise did not visit job sites unless there was a safety issue that
came up repeatedly. They worked with loggers to ensure compliance with safety
standards. Senator Guthrie also remarked that some of the rules seemed
rudimentary and went beyond what might be considered "common sense." He was
amazed at the level of detail and how far it reached beyond the realm of common
sense.

Senator Lakey commended the effort to remove outdated or irrelevant regulations
that no longer applied to the logging industry. He raised a question about whether
employees considered the benefits of accident prevention and the importance of
safety in their jobs. Ms. Lorenzo responded by explaining that some of the edits
in the rules had become a matter of common sense, with certain regulations no
longer serving value and instead being burdensome for logging operations. This
discussion reflected an ongoing process of refining safety standards for logging in
Idaho, making them more relevant and efficient while maintaining a focus on safety.

Senator Guthrie moved to approve Docket 24-3980-2401. Senator Lakey
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.
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Rules Governing the Damage Prevention Board (DPB) (ZBR Chapter Rewrite)
- Pending Rule, p. 277. Amy Lorenzo, Bureau Chief, Building Construction

and Real Estate Bureau, Division of Occupational and Professional Licenses
(DOPL) noted she also served as the Executive Officer for the State Damage
Prevention Board (DPB). She emphasized her work in reducing inefficiencies in
government operations. Her focus was on preventing the accumulation of outdated
and ineffective regulations. She mentioned that the rule in question was adopted
without changes and that the proposed amendments did not introduce any new

or increased fees while maintaining fiscal stability and simplifying the regulatory
process. This approach aimed to reduce the burden on businesses and citizens
without additional costs.

Ms. Lorenzo highlighted specific changes in the rule. She explained that the DOPL
Board had determined it no longer needed to enforce certain regulations related to
technology and services in safe digging practices, as they had not been enforced
since the DOPL Board's inception. As a result, these terms were recommended for
deletion. Additionally, terms related to the reporting structure and the reporting of
damages were also deleted, as these had already been addressed earlier in the
chapter. This showed a continued effort to streamline regulations and remove
unnecessary or redundant elements, making them more efficient and aligned with
current needs.

Senator Lakey moved to approve Docket 24-3990-2401. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Vice Chairman Lenney passed the gavel back to Chairman Foreman.

There being no further business at this time, Chairman Foreman adjourned the
meeting at 2:28 p.m.

Senator Foreman
Chair

Linda Kambeitz
Secretary

SENATE COMMERCE & HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE
Tuesday, January 21, 2025—Minutes—Page 4



