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Chairman Lent called the meeting of the Senate Education Committee
(Committee) to order at 2:59 p.m.

Senator Burtenshaw moved to send the Gubernatorial appointment of Wallace
Hedrick, to the Idaho Public Charter School Commission, to the floor with the
recommendation that he be confirmed by the Senate. Senator Zito seconded
the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

Senator Woodward moved to send the Gubernatorial reappointment of
Shawn Keough, to the Idaho State Board of Education, to the floor with the
recommendation that she be confirmed by the Senate. Senator Nichols
seconded the motion. The motion approved by voice vote.

Chairman Lent passed the gavel to Vice Chairman Cook.

Self-directed learners, reimburse. Senator Lent introduced himself and RS
31903 written by former Senator Thayne. He explained that a self-directed
learner was the plan to allow parents to work with the school and the district
to create an individualized learning environment for their child. Senator Lent
stated RS 31903 would allow parents to receive funding in response to those
self-directed learning plans for school purposes. These funds would have to
be approved by the district.

Senator Ward-Engelking stated that she was having trouble with RS 31903 due
to the Empowering Parents Fund that was already in place, in addition to the fact
that the Department of Education does provide parents with school materials, if
necessary. She stated that this felt more like a voucher program and that she
would be voting no.

Senator Lent stated if RS 31903 was allowed to go through to a full hearing that
her concern would be addressed by Senator Thayne. Senator Lent stated he
viewed RS 31903 more as a way to engage parents which he believed increases
student success overall.

Senator Burtenshaw moved that RS 31903 be sent to print. Senator
Carlson seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote. Senators
Ward-Engelking and Semmelroth requested that they be recorded as voting
nay.
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Vice Chairman Cook passed the gavel to Chairman Lent.

There being no further business at this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the

meeting at 3:10 p.m.
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