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Idaho Home Learning Academy (IHLA) 
 

How does it work and why should it be supported? 
 
The Idaho Home Learning Academy (IHLA) is part of the Education Choice movement that gives parents options 
within and outside the public school system as compared to the School Choice movement which gives choices to 
parents only if they leave the public school system.  IHLA has expanded choice within public schools in several ways.  
IHLA is a public virtual charter school (authorized through Oneida School District ) with about 8,000 online students 
across the state of Idaho in grades K-12.  IHLA partners with Educational Service Providers to increase student and 
parent educational choices, individualize student learning, and collaborate to meet state standards in education and 
accountability.  
 
The salient features of IHLA are: 
 

1.​ Curriculum & Supplemental Resources 
a.​ IHLA provides students/parents with a complete online curriculum aligned to Idaho State Standards. 
b.​ Students/parents can select individual supplemental resources to use as desired. 
c.​ Students demonstrate mastery of standards using materials of their choice. 
d.​ Students and parents can choose from a variety of learning options including live (synchronous) 

teacher-led virtual instruction, a wide array of student self-paced (asynchronous) courses, or 
selected in-person instructional opportunities that meet individual student needs.  

e.​ Students and parents can choose to participate in clubs, organizations, field trips, and hands-on 
learning opportunities 

2.​ Each parent gets an Education Savings Account (ESA) worth $1,700 per student per year to be used for 
education expenses.  

a.​ Approved educational items can be purchased through direct buy options without parent output of 
funds. The cost is deducted from the student ESA. 

b.​ Parents can purchase supplemental resources and submit receipts for the purchases. The cost is 
deducted from the student ESA. 

3.​ Parents have a greater role in their student’s education. 
a.​ Instruction happens in the home (they are not homeschooled students, they are enrolled in a public 

school and school from home.) 
b.​ Parents can choose supplemental resources such as books, software, manipulatives, hands-on 

experiments, technology devices, tutoring, and elective course supplies that are individualized to 
their student’s needs and interests. 

c.​ Educational materials used for student submissions are the student/parent’s prerogative.  
   

Many legislators who want school choice, such as vouchers or tax credits, are not aware of the IHLA program. They 
have not recognized its value because it has come internally from public school educators. It's amazing that such an 
innovative program that costs less to educate students and provides more parent/student choice was created by 
members of the public school system. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1.​ Where does the funding for IHLA come from? 
a.​ As a public charter school authorized through the Oneida School District, IHLA receives public school 

funding from the State of Idaho. We do not receive any funding from local school districts. 
 

2.​ How is IHLA’s per-student Education Savings Account (ESA) of $1,700 funded? 
a.​ The ESA represents savings IHLA passes on to parents because of our innovative teaching program. 
b.​ IHLA is able to fund the ESA from their normal state per student allotment.  

 
3.​ Are certified teachers used? 

a.​ All students have an Idaho Certified teacher. 
b.​ Students have access to certified counselors, special education teachers, and administrators. 

 
4.​ What accountability is there?  

a.​ Fiscal 
i.​ All education items are directly purchased or receipts are provided for reimbursement from 

ESA accounts.  
b.​ Educational requirements 

i.​ IHLA K-8 students have twice monthly checks for understanding with their teacher and 
submit artifacts indicating progress towards mastery of standards twice per month to their 
teacher. 

ii.​ IHLA High School Students submit work to their teachers on a weekly basis. 
iii.​ All students receive quality feedback on all check-ins and submissions from their Idaho 

Certified teachers. 
iv.​ Students are monitored and participate in an intervention process directed by expert 

specialists as needed. 
c.​ Students take state-required assessments 

i.​ Students participate in all state-required assessments (IRI, ISAT, Dyslexia Screeners, and 
Engagement Surveys) 

 
5.​ Why should the IHLA program be viewed as an education choice option on par with ESAs, vouchers, and tax 

credits? 
a.​ Private schools will not inflate tuition to take advantage of ESAs, vouchers, and tax credits. 
b.​ Better accountability of tax dollars, education, and student outcomes. 
c.​ No extra cost to taxpayers. 
d.​ Similar programs are being supported in nine other states 
e.​ This program is available to all students in Idaho. 

 
6.​ Do parents like the IHLA program? 

a.​ Our student enrollment growth indicates parent satisfaction. 
i.​ 2016-2017 - 222 students 

ii.​ 2024-2025 - 8,000 students 
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b.​ Our growth is largely attributed to parent recommendations. 
c.​ Our parents support IHLA because they can tailor their child's education to meet individual student 

needs and interests while still being supported by certified staff.  
d.​ Parents feel like valued stakeholders in their child's education because they are given the choice of 

how, when, what, and where their child is educated. 
 

7.​ How well do IHLA students do on state tests and other accountability measures? 
a.​ IHLA continues to set goals to improve state test scores, as do all schools. Our goal is to be at or 

above the state average. Rapid growth, special populations, transitional students, parent buy-in to 
standardized tests, and transition from homeschooling are challenges. Some highlights of our state 
testing include: 

i.​ 68% of IHLA students scored proficient or advanced on the 11th grade English Language Arts 
(ELA) ISAT in Spring 2024 compared to the state average of 68% 

ii.​ The 2023-2024 spring engagement surveys indicated: 
1.​ Out of 6065 respondents, 98% of students responded that IHLA teachers care 

about them. 
2.​ Out of 6065 respondents, 88% responded that course learning activities allow 

students to explore the topics they are the most interested in. 
iii.​ 50% of IHLA students scored proficient or advanced on the 8th grade English Language Arts 

(ELA) ISAT in the Spring of 2024 compared to the state average of 52%. 
iv.​ 57% of IHLA students in grades K -3 scored proficient on the Fall 2023 IRI compared to the 

state average of 58%. 
v.​ IHLA K-8 students are also chronically absent 16% less often than other students statewide.  

 
8.​ Why pass the bill to codify the IHLA program? 

a.​ To protect IHLA, and other school districts who are considering this option, from being regulated out 
of existence through creeping regulation from the ISDE. 

b.​ To provide parameters for all districts in Idaho to pursue this innovative educational option. 
 

9.​ Can students in private schools participate? 
a.​ IHLA has numerous Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) with private schools that outline how 

they can be service providers for IHLA students (non-religious offerings only). 
 

10.​Are students in micro schools using IHLA? 
a.​ Under the IHLA program parents may pool their ESA funds to hire a common tutor.  These pooled 

funds are being used to form small learning societies or micro schools of 5 to 15 students.   
b.​ This is a good option for middle school-age students to move from education in the home to an 

education setting with several students in a more formal environment. 
 

11.​Do IHLA students receive special education services? 
a.​ IHLA follows the IDEA requirements for child find. Comprehensive evaluations are conducted to 

determine if a student is eligible for special education. 
b.​ Eligible students receive special education services from certified special education teachers and 

licensed related service providers as determined by the IEP team and directed by the IEP. 
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Addendum 
 

How Can You Support IHLA as a Legislator? 
 

1.​ Charter School Enrollment Cap 
a.​ Idaho Statute 33-5207(2) limits the growth of charter school enrollment to 40 units per year.  
b.​ If the legislature supports school choice, why do we limit the choice of parents by capping 

charter school enrollment? 
c.​ We would ask you to support removing or drastically raising the charter school enrollment cap to 

give parents access to the current school choice options in Idaho 
 

2.​ Senator Thayn  
a.​ Proposed bill 33-1627  
b.​ Support for innovative programs that provide 

i.​ Parent participation in the educational process 
ii.​ ESA funds for families 

iii.​ Public school support such as certified teachers, intervention programs, counselors, 
special education services, and other supports 

iv.​ Are available to all students in Idaho 
c.​ Senator Thayn is attempting to put into legislation a valid school choice option. This bill will 

provide guidance and consistency to schools and districts throughout our state.  
 

3.​ IHLA vs Vouchers, ESAs, and Tax Credits 
a.​ IHLA has three major accountability components needed in any voucher, ESA, or tax credit bill 

i.​ fiscal 
ii.​ academic 

iii.​ state testing 
b.​ If a bill is passed without these components, current public school choice options will suffer 

because parents would prefer less accountability in all three of these areas. 
c.​ As you work towards a tax credit, voucher, or ESA statute in Idaho, please, 

i.​ recognize and protect current school choice options that provide accountability 
ii.​ consider expanding current school choice options in Idaho to make them available to all 

families 
iii.​ Partnering between parents, educational service providers, and public schools can 

create a very strong, viable school choice option. 
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