
MINUTES
SENATE COMMERCE & HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE

DATE: Thursday, January 23, 2025
TIME: 1:30 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW54
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Foreman, Senators Lakey, Guthrie, Nichols, Bernt, Zito,
Ward-Engelking, and Ruchti

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

Vice Chairman Lenney

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then
be located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Foreman called the meeting of the Senate Commerce and Human
Resources Committee (Committee) to order at 1:30 p.m.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Ruchti moved to approve the Minutes of January 14, 2025. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Ward-Engelking moved to approve the Minutes of January 16, 2025.
Senator Nichols seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

GUBERNATORIAL
REAPPOINTMENT:

Committee Consideration of the Gubernatorial Reappointment of Tara
Malek of Boise, Idaho, to the Idaho Health Insurance Exchange Board
(IHIEB), to serve a term commencing April 10, 2024 and expiring April
10, 2028. Ms. Malek gave a brief overview of her experience. She stated it
was an honor to serve on the IHIEB, Your Health Idaho (YHI), for the past
four years. She noted she wanted to continue to serve on the YHI Board to
help meet goals and in particular to maintain maximum local control over
Idaho's health insurance marketplace while keeping costs low for residents.
Her commitment to this role reflected her dedication to improving the health
insurance landscape in Idaho.

DISCUSSION: Senator Nichols queried what were some of the challenges Ms. Malek faced.
Ms. Malek explained one of the key challenges for YHI was raising awareness
and ensuring that all residents knew about the services available. Her goal was
to reach as many people as possible, noting her commitment to inclusivity and
accessibility. By seeking partnerships, she aimed to expand YHI's outreach
and create more opportunities for people to access affordable health insurance
options. Ms. Malek stated that approach could help bridge gaps and ensure
more Idahoans benefitted from the program.
Chairman Foreman announced the vote would take place at the next meeting.



DOCKET NO.
24-0401-2401

Rules of the Board of Registration for Professional Geologists (Board)
(ZBR Chapter Rewrite, Fee Rule) - Pending Rule, p. 115. MiChell Bird,
Investigations Program Manager and Executive Officer for five of the licensing
boards, Idaho Division of Occupational and Professional Licenses (DOPL),
reported the DOPL Board wanted to prevent the accumulation of costly,
ineffective, and outdated regulations and reduce regulatory burdens to achieve
a more efficient operation of government. In conjunction with stakeholders,
the proposed rule changes reflected a comprehensive review of the chapter
by collaborating with the public to streamline or simplify the rule language
to use plain language for better understanding. The proposed rulemaking
updated the rules to comply with statute. Ms. Byrd referred to an electronic
crosswalk of the rules that was emailed previously. She noted the DOPL Board
spent time reviewing some model law published by the Association of State
Boards of Geology to make some changes for consistency with other states
and to ensure that Idaho was not overregulating. Ms. Bird noted the proposed
rulemaking increased the annual renewal fee from $60 to $100. The increase
to the renewal fee was projected to bridge the gap between expenditures and
revnues.

MOTION: Senator Ward-Engelking moved to approve Docket 24-0401-2401. Senator
Nichols seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

DOCKET NO.
24-2101-2401

Rules of the Idaho State Contractors Board (SCB) (ZBR Chapter Rewrite)
- Pending Rule, p. 133. MiChell Bird, Investigations Program Manager
and Executive Officer for five of the licensing boards, Idaho Division of
Occupational and Professional Licenses (DOPL), reported the SCB wanted to
prevent the accumulation of costly, ineffective, and outdated regulations and
reduce regulatory burdens to achieve a more efficient operation of government.
Ms. Byrd referred to an electronic crosswalk of the rules that was emailed
previously. There were no changes to the pending rule and it was being
adopted as originally proposed.

MOTION: Senator Ruchti moved to approve Docket 24-2101-2401. Senator Lakey
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

DOCKET NO.
24-3701-2401

Rules of the Idaho State Real Estate Commission (ZBR Chapter Rewrite) -
Pending Rule, p. 178. MiChell Bird, Investigations Program Manager and
Executive Officer for five of the licensing boards, Idaho Division of Occupational
and Professional Licenses (DOPL), reported this rule decreased Broker and
Salesperson Initial License and Renewal fees from $160 to $135 to comply with
the legislative intent language in S 1442 from the 2024 Legislative Session,
directing DOPL to take action on boards that had a cash balance exceeding
125 percent of the five-year rolling average of expenditures to help reduce fund
balances.

Ms. Bird explained the text of the pending rule was amended to comply with
Idaho Code. Only those sections that had changes that differed from the
proposed text were printed in the bulletin. The fee(s) in the rulemaking were
established in Rule 400 and there was no increase in fees.
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DISCUSSION: Chairman Foreman asked for an explanation of why an applicant was asked if
they had broken the law. Ms. Bird explained that the rule requiring applicants
to disclose any legal violations supported the statute by ensuring that only
individuals with active licenses were practicing legally. Applicants must have
a license in active status. There were licensees that were in expired status,
but were practicing without a license when conducting business, which was
against the law.

Senator Lakey referred to Idaho Code and asked whether this issue needed
to be explicitly mentioned when dealing with state contractors. Ms. Bird
acknowledged that this specific item might be unnecessary in the rule, but
noted that the Real Estate Commission (Commission) had decided to keep it in
place. Senator Lakey disagreed and thought it should be removed, while Ms.
Bird clarified that the Real Estate Commission preferred keeping it because it
had been a part of approved procedures over time, however, she thought the
Commission would accept the deletion.

MOTION: Senator Lakey moved to approve Docket 24-3701-2401 with the exception
of Section 150.02.a. Senator Nichols seconded the motion. The motion
carried by voice vote.

DOCKET NO.
24-3950-2501

Rules of the Public Works Contractors License Board - Adoption of
Temporary Rule, p. 19. Katie Stuart, Bureau Chief, Administration, Idaho
Division of Occupational and Professional Licenses (DOPL), stated this
temporary rule was in response to intent language found in DOPL Licenses'
FY2025 appropriation bill (S 1442). The bill directed DOPL Boards to address
cash balances that were either too low (below 35 percent) or too high (above
125 percent) relative to the five-year rolling average of expenditures. She
pointed out the amendment to the fee table in Rule 400 allowed the DOPL
Board to make adjustments to fees more efficiently. In this case, the goal was
to reduce fees due to a high cash balance, which would, in turn, reduce the
cost of licensure for Idaho Public Works Contractors. By lowering the fees,
the rule aimed to alleviate additional financial burdens on both the industry
and individual licensees, ultimately benefiting those operating in Idaho. This
adjustment helped maintain a balance between necessary funding for the
DOPL Board and making licensure more affordable for those affected.

MOTION: Senator Lakey moved to approve Docket 24-3950-2501. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

DOCKET NO.
24-3931-2501

Rules for Factory Built Structures - Adoption of Temporary Rule, p. 15.
Katie Stuart, Bureau Chief, Administration, Idaho Division of Occupational and
Professional Licenses (DOPL), reported this temporary rule was in response
to intent language found in the DOPL appropriation bill S 1442 directing
DOPL and the DOPL Boards to address cash balances that were lower than
35 percent and higher than 125 percent of the five-year rolling average of
expenditures. She explained the permitting fees found in Rule 500 decreased
by 20 percent. By decreasing permit fees for Factory Built Structures, additional
costs for industry and licensees was reduced by 20 percent. These reductions
in fees benefitted construction projects and industry in the State of Idaho.

MOTION: Senator Nichols moved to approve Docket 24-3931-2501. Senator Bernt
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.
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DOCKET NO.
24-3930-2501

Rules of Building Safety (Building Code Rules) - Adoption of Temporary
Rule, p. 12. Katie Stuart, Bureau Chief, Administration, Division of
Professional and Occupational Licenses (DOPL), reported by decreasing
permit fees for the Idaho Building Code (IBC), it reduced additional costs for
industry and licensees. These reductions in fees was a benefit to construction
projects and industry in the State of Idaho. She noted there were no newly
imposed or increased fees in this temporary rule. All permitting fees were
decreased by 30 percent.

MOTION: Senator Nichols moved to approve Docket 24-3930-2501. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

DOCKET NO.
24-3910-2402

Rules of the Idaho Electrical Board - Pending Rule, p. 187. Amy Lorenzo,
Bureau Chief, Construction and Real Estate, and Executive Officer for the
Idaho State Electrical Board (SEB), Idaho Division of Occupational and
Professional Licenses (DOPL), reported the text of the pending rule was
amended in accordance with Idaho Code. She highlighted the specific changes
made to the rule and assured the Committee that the rulemaking would not
have a negative fiscal impact on the State General Fund, which was important
for understanding the financial implications of the changes. Ms. Lorenzo also
referred to a crosswalk (Attachment 1) to help the Committee follow along with
the changes, making the process more transparent and organized. Lastly,
Ms. Lorenzo requested that the rule be implemented immediately after the
legislative session sine die.

TESTIMONY: Ken Burgess, Idaho Home Builders' Association, testified in support of the
docket. He stated he had participated in the rule making process and felt
comfortable with what had been presented.

Jeff Fitzloff, Independent Electrical Contractors, testified in support of the
docket. He reported he had been in the industry for 50 years. He was a
contractor, journeyman, and master electrician.

DISCUSSION: Senator Lakey referred to H 337 and stated those components were in
statute, therefore, the changes were duplicative. Ms. Lorenzo noted one
of the challenges was dealing with duplicative language. Senator Lakey
recommended that something that was in statute not be included in rule. He
referred to the residential electrician components with the 4,000 hours and
the two years sequence, the instruction approved by the Career Technical
Education and the Electrical Board, was all in code and duplicative, in his
opinion. He asked Ms. Lorenzo to look at the provisions for journeyman,
master, and others and report back to the Committee on those things that were
duplicated in statute.

MOTION: Senator Lakey moved to approve Docket 24-3910-2402. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

DOCKET NO.
24-3910-2401

Rules of the Idaho Electrical Board - Adoption of Temporary Rule,
p. 3. Amy Lorenzo, Bureau Chief, Construction and Real Estate, Idaho
Division of Occupational and Professional Licenses (DOPL), explained that
during the 2024 Legislative Session, the Idaho Legislature did not pass a
concurrent resolution to approve the rules adopted by the Idaho Electrical
Board, which resulted in the expiration of the temporary rules when the session
concluded sine die. The expired temporary rules were reauthorized with
some modifications, specifically regarding the sections on ground-fault circuit
interrupters. The changes were intended to revert those sections back to the
requirements that were in place in 2017.

Ms. Lorenzo recommended that no action be taken by the Committee at
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this time, but emphasized that the updated rules would become effective
immediately upon the conclusion of the legislative session sine die. This
recommendation allowed the process to move forward without additional steps
from the Committee, assuming the rules were aligned with the necessary
legislative framework.

MOTION: Senator Lakey moved to hold Docket No. 24-3910-2401 in Committee.
Senator Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice
vote.

DISCUSSION: Senator Lakey and Ms. Lorenzo discussed the appropriate action to take.
Ms. Lorenzo noted that if the Committee chose to implement the previous
action sine die, the Committee did not have to act.

AMENDED
MOTION:

Senator Lakey moved to hold Docket 24-3910-2401 at the Call of the Chair
with approval effective upon sine die. Senator Nichols seconded the motion.
The motion carried by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Foreman adjourned
the meeting at 2:35 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Foreman Linda Kambeitz
Chair Secretary
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