
MINUTES
SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

DATE: Monday, January 27, 2025
TIME: 8:00 A.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Guthrie, Vice Chairman Bernt, Senators Anthon, Harris, Toews, Den
Hartog, Adams, Shippy, and Ruchti

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Guthrie called the meeting of the Senate State Affairs Committee
(Committee) to order at 8:00 a.m.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Ruchti moved to approve the Minutes of January 20, 2025. Vice
Chairman Bernt seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

NOTE: RS 31904 was removed from the agenda by request of the sponsor.
RS 31936 Relating to the Transparency in Financial Services Act. Senator Anthon

explained this legislation regarding a term mostly called the banking legislation
prohibited large financial institutions from discriminating against customers
based on political or religious views.

MOTION: Senator Harris moved that RS 31936 be sent to print. Senator Den Hartog
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

NOTE: Chairman Guthrie modified the agenda order to accommodate the presenter's
schedule for H 14.

H 6 CITY AND COUNTY OFFICERS - Adds to and amends existing law to
remove a provision regarding violations of the open meetings law by
county officers, to authorize investigations and actions against city
officers by the Attorney General (AG), and to provide for duties of the
AG. Senator Toews stated this bill would extend the Idaho AG authority to
investigate and address corruption at the city level, similar to its powers at the
county level. The bill allowed responses ranging from no action, to training
recommendations, to prosecution.

DISCUSSION: The senators discussed the AG's role in corruption investigations. Senator
Toews explained that local government connections could create bias, making
AG involvement necessary. While county prosecutors could ask for help from
neighboring counties, the AG’s office had more investigative resources. He
clarified that the AG usually stepped in when issues were ignored and that
private citizens could request investigations, though the AG decided whether
to proceed. Senator Toews also acknowledged concerns about overlapping
investigations but suggested that involving a third party could help prevent
conflicts.



TESTIMONY: Jeff Nye, Division Chief, Criminal Law Division, AG's office, explained that
the AG's office investigated cases reactively, responding to allegations, rather
than actively searching for corruption. Complaints were reviewed to ensure they
met legal standards before an investigation began. He outlined the current
process for county-level investigations and clarified that the bill would extend the
same oversight to city officials. He emphasized that the AG’s authority would
only be used if there was evidence of a criminal violation.

DISCUSSION: Mr. Nye and Senator Anthon discussed whether the AG’s involvement was
necessary in the current process and if there were past cases where it should
have been discussed. Senator Bernt asked if the AG’s office would take a
reactive approach, to which Mr. Nye confirmed it would. Senator Den Hartog
and Mr. Nye discussed whether a citizen could formally file a complaint against
a city official’s actions.

MOTION: Senator Adamsmoved to send H 6 to the floor with a do pass recommendation.
Senator Toews seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION: Senator Harris raised concerns about giving the AG broad authority without
clear jurisdictional limits. Senator Ruchti stated that the current process for
handling city-level corruption was sufficient as it stood.

SUBSTITUTE
MOTION:

Senator Den Hartog moved that H 6 be sent to the 14th Order of Business for
possible amendment. Senator Harris seconded the motion.

DISCUSSION: Senator Den Hartog stated that county officials should be the first responders
before involving the AG. Senator Toews agreed to send H 6 to the 14th
Order of Business for possible amendment. Senator Anthon supported the
bill, addressing that additional steps were necessary before the AG’s office
intervened in county-level matters.

VOICE VOTE: The substitute motion to send H 6 to the 14th Order of Business for possible
amendment carried by voice vote.

H 14 IDAHO CODE CLEANUP - Adds to existing law to establish the Idaho
Code Cleanup Act. Representative Moyle stated this legislation would
continue Idaho's progress in increasing governmental efficiency and minimizing
regulation by addressing agency statutes. By September 2025, agencies would
review existing statutes to then present recommendations for simplification or
removal of unnecessary language to the Legislature.

MOTION: Senator Anthon moved that H 14 be sent to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Ruchti seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote.

GUBERNATORIAL
REAPPOINTMENT
VOTE:

The Gubernatorial Reappointment of Dale McOmber to the State Building
Authority of Idaho , to serve a term commencing January 1, 2025, and expiring
January 1, 2030.

MOTION: Senator Harris moved to send the Gubernatorial Reappointment of Dale
McOmber to the State Building Authority to the floor with the recommendation
that he be confirmed by the Senate. Vice Chairman Bernt seconded the
motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Guthrie adjourned the
meeting at 8:45 a.m.
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Senator Guthrie Kathryn Wells
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Jake Barron
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