
MINUTES
SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

DATE: Tuesday, January 28, 2025
TIME: 3:00 P.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Lent, Vice Chairman Cook, Senators Woodward, Nichols, Carlson,
Sessions (Burtenshaw), Zito, Ward-Engelking, and Semmelroth

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

None

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Lent called the meeting of the Senate Education Committee
(Committee) to order at 3:02 p.m.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Zito moved to approve the Minutes of January 20, 2025. Senator
Ward-Engelking seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Semmelroth moved to approve the Minutes of January 21, 2025.
Senator Cook seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

GUBERNATORIAL
REAPPOINTMENT
VOTE:

Senator Carlson moved to send the Gubernatorial reappointment of Sherrilynn
Bair, to the Idaho Public Charter School Commission, to the floor with the
recommendation that she be confirmed by the Senate. Senator Semmelroth
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

PRESENTATION: Idaho Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (IACTE) Presentation.
Dr. Brooke Blevins, the Dean of the College of Education at the University of
Idaho (U of I), presented herself along with Dr. Emma Wood and representatives
from the Idaho Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (IACTE)
(Attachment 1). Dr. Blevins listed the organizations that IACTE supported
as well as the members that were a part of the organization; specifically, she
mentioned that they represented all of the colleges and institutions in Idaho both
public and private. IACTE's objective as an Educator Prep Program (EEP) was
to give staff members and instructors the tools they needed to succeed in the
classroom.

Dr. Blevins clarified EEPs were subject to the regulations established by Idaho
statutes. Furthermore, IACTE collaborated with the State Board of Education
and the Department of Education to address classroom issues. According to Dr.
Blevins, IACTE has developed a set of best practices to help new instructors in
their classrooms and improve retention. Dr. Blevins clarified that their goal was
to communicate their procedures to legislators so they could better comprehend
the type of laws required to support educators.



DISCUSSION: Chairman Lent acknowledged that as legislators, they had taken an oath to
protect free, uniform, equal pubic schooling. However, Idaho was facing an
exodus from public schooling. Chairman Lent asked how could Legislators fix
legislation to support public education. Dr. Blevins stated that the categories
enshrined in the Idaho Constitution were the starting ground. Dr. Blevins
acknowledged that ensuring funds were equally distributed among public schools
was important, especially when there were conversations of allocating those
funds to different school types. Secondly, she highlighted the immense scrutiny
that teachers face, and the need to address the hostility.

Senator Ward-Engelking asked if Ms. Blevins could address the behaviors that
teachers were seeing in the classroom since the pandemic and social media. Dr.
Blevins responded that classrooms had always been challenging, but that they
were increasingly different due to the amount of trauma children bring with them
as a result of the pandemic, social media, cyberbullying, and changing social
climates. Dr. Blevins said while teachers were adapting, they weren't receiving
the adequate support they need in the classroom. Dr. Blevins challenged
that teachers should be receiving help from counselors, psychologists, special
education supporters, and even social workers.

Senator Semmelroth questioned Ms. Blevins about the different pathways
IACTE offered and if traditional schools could engage in nontraditional pathways.
Dr. Blevins responded that traditional schools could engage in nontraditional
pathways and that they often did. IACTE offers Alternative Authorization
Programs for teachers to help them acquire their teaching certificate. IACTE
often gets creative in order to give teachers experience in the classroom.

NOTE: Chairman Lent invited those in the audience to testify on the issues related
to teaching experiences and IACTE.

DISCUSSION: Dr. Royal Toy, Professor at Lewis-Clark State College, stated that it was
important to look at all aspects of schools and not just teachers. For instance, he
noted Special Education was under a lot of scrutiny, therefore, meeting State
standards can be difficult when under scrutiny and lacking resources of support.

Dr. Lori Sanchez, Northwest Nazarene University (NNU), introduced Whitney
Ward, Professor at NNU and member of Idaho Higher Education Literacy
Partnership (IHELP). Ms. Ward stated that the goal of IHELP was to increase
literacy rates through the work of adjusting the standards that teachers must
meet to effectively teach. As a result, Idaho was one of only eight states in the
nation that covered all components of early literacy. Additionally, Idaho was in
the top five for early literacy rates nationwide.

Dr. Sherry Dismuke, Assistant Dean of Teacher Education from Boise State
University, explained that one of the issues they were really focused on was
teacher retention. Teacher Prep Programs were currently preparing enough
teachers for the education field, but they were struggling to retain them.
Therefore, Dr. Dismuke stated that teachers needed continual support in the
first few years of teaching in order to increase their retention rates.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the
meeting at 3:35 p.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Lent Savahanna Phelan
Chair Secretary
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