
MINUTES
SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

DATE: Wednesday, January 29, 2025
TIME: 8:00 A.M.
PLACE: Room WW55
MEMBERS
PRESENT:

Chairman Guthrie, Vice Chairman Bernt, Senators Anthon, Harris, Toews, Den
Hartog, Shippy, and Ruchti

ABSENT/
EXCUSED:

Senator Adams

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

CONVENED: Chairman Guthrie called the meeting of the Senate State Affairs Committee
(Committee) to order at 8:00 a.m.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Den Hartog moved to approve the Minutes of January 22, 2025.
Senator Anthon seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Senator Toews moved to approve the Minutes of January 24, 2025. Senator
Harris seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

RS 32110 Immigration Cooperation and Enforcement Act. Senator Anthon
summarized that enactment of the new Idaho Immigration Cooperation and
Enforcement (ICE) Act would aid in accomplishing the following:
• Identify, detain, and deport dangerous criminals who were illegally in the

U.S. and Idaho.
• Create a new crime of unlawful presence of a dangerous illegal alien in the

State of Idaho.
• Create a sentencing enhancement of five years to the prison sentence of any

illegal alien who committed a dangerous crime in the State.

MOTION: Senator Harrismoved that RS 32110 be sent to print. Senator Toews seconded
the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

RS 32097 Relating to Health; Amending Title 39, Idaho Code. Senator Foreman stated
this legislation, drafted based on a review by the Idaho Attorney General's
Office, would create Idaho Code § 73-39 to provide that the State of Idaho and
its political subdivisions would not be compelled to enforce requirements or
mandates issued by the World Health Organization. Any enforcement action
would be at the federal level, rather than through use of State resources.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved that RS 32097 be sent to print. Senator Harris
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.



RS 31775 Relating to Veterans. Tracy Schaner, Deputy Chief Administrator, Idaho
Division of Veterans Affairs, relayed that RS 31775 would align Idaho Code §
66-906 with Idaho Code Title 14 Chapter 5, which concerned Idaho's Unclaimed
Property Act and was revised in 2024.

MOTION: Senator Harris moved that RS 31775 be sent to print. Senator Den Hartog
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

RS 31986 Proposing an Amendment to Section 1, Article III of the Constitution of
the State of Idaho. Senator Okuniewicz summarized that the joint resolution
increased the number of Idaho districts for which the six percent registered
voter signature threshold was required from 18 to 35. The resolution addressed
referendum or initiative petitions.

MOTION: Senator Anthon moved that RS 31986 be sent to print. Vice Chairman Bernt
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote. Senator Ruchti
requested that he be recorded as voting nay.

RS 32086 Stating Findings of the Senate. Vice Chairman Bernt stated that RS 32086
was the next step after the Committee's review of pending and temporary
administrative rules toward them becoming permanent rules.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved that RS 32086 be sent to print. Senator Harris
seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

GUBERNATORIAL
REAPPOINTMENT:

The Gubernatorial Reappointment of Joseph Forney to the Idaho
Endowment Fund Investment Board (Board) to serve a term commencing
April 11, 2023, and expiring April 11, 2027. Joseph Forney shared he was a
fifth-generation Idahoan and a West Point graduate who served in the United
States Army Infantry. In Boise he established a manufacturing business.

DISCUSSION: Senator Den Hartog asked Mr. Forney to recount challenges addressed by the
Board during his prior term. Mr. Forney summarized headwinds included market
consequences of COVID-19 and inflation. Several active managers selected a
good allocation and investment classes toward a conservative portfolio and
achieved returns exceeding inflation.

ADJOURNED: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Guthrie adjourned the
meeting at 8:18 a.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Guthrie Kathryn Wells
Chair Secretary
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