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Savahanna phelan

From: TC <teegancarter@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2025 3:48 PM
To: Savahanna phelan

Subject: Email on the Record SB 1025

Dear Secretary Phelan,
Please include my email on the record for alt committee members. The email is below and attached.

Thank you!
Teegan Carter
208-392-8542

Dear Senate Education Committee Members,

My name is Teegan Carter, and before you vote on Senate Bill 1025, | urge you to consider my firsthand
experience as an Idaho educator. | have taught social studies in a brick-and-mortar school for 17 years and
online for 14 years. This means | have worked with thousands of students across Idaho, in a wide variety of
school settings. Let me tell you—students come in all shapes and sizes, with wide-ranging needs, gifts, and
challenges. The one thing they all have in common is that Idaho public schools welcome them with open arms.

Consider Student X. This student came to me with an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) that was nine pages
long. It detailed a history of acting out—argumentative, combative, disrespectful, leaving class without
permission, using foul language. The |EP included a long list of legally required accommodations to support
this student. On paper, this student seemed intimidating, difficult, and potentially disruptive to my class. But
under Idaho law, this student has a right to an education. | welcomed them on day one.

Over the course of many months, this student and | developed a positive relationship. They learned to work
well in groups, made friends, and improved academically. These life changing gains were only possible
because Idaho's public schools follow clear, transparent standards that measure student achievement—
standards that parents, teachers, administrators, and college admissions officers can see.

If Student X had applied to a private school, based on their IEP, they likely would have been denied. Private
schools can refuse students who require extra resources. In contrast, Article 1X, Section 1 of Idaho’s
Constitution guarantees every child access to a “general, uniform, and thorough system of public, free common
schools.” Because of this constitutional protection, Student X is now on a positive path.

Public schools are not perfect. But the solution is not to upend the entire system. instead, we must work
together to address challenges and strengthen our schools. Senate Bill 1025 would create a voucher system
that leaves students like Student X behind. ‘

Let me share another example. A friend of mine has two children in a private school in Boise. One of her
children has a severe reading disability and is several grade levels behind. When she sought help from the
private school, she received no support—because private schools are not required to provide special
education services. If her child were in public school, she would have legal rights to testing, accommodations,
and intervention services. But in private school, she had no recourse. She was forced to hire a private reading
specialist, paying extra on top of tuition.

This is the key difference: Public schools are accountable to students, parents, and taxpayers. Private schools
are not. And that's fine—so long as they are not funded by taxpayer dollars. Public funding requires
accountability and transparency. That is the Idaho way. That is the American way.

1



Senate Bill 1025 violates Article IX, Section 1 of the ldaho Constitution. It diverts public funds to private
institutions that are not held to the same standards of fairness, transparency, or accountability. If we shift
taxpayer dollars away from public schools, we weaken the very foundation of equal education for all Idaho
students. Instead, let's commit to improving our public schools—not abandoning them.

| urge you to uphold Idaho’s commitment to a strong, transparent, and equitable public school system. For the
sake of all students—those with disabilities, those from low-income families, and those who need extra
support—please vote NO on Senate Bill 1025.

Sincerely,
Teegan Carter

Senate Bill No 1025



Savahanna phelan

From: Josette Shults <jssincda@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, February 3, 2025 3:31 PM

To: Savahanna phelan

Subject: $1025 - The Education Choice & Competition Act

Please accept this as my testimony for today's hearing.
| am opposed to this bill for a number of reasons.

(1)  wonder how it will be determined what types of schools would qualify -- any private or religious
school? Suppose it's a school that teaches or promotes an ideology that conflicts with our traditional
American Christian\Judeo values, like Hindu, Buddhism, Wickham, Marxist or Woke ideologies? Would
scholarships be awarded to children whose parents want them to attend those schools? If not, would
that be considered discrimination that might subject the State to lawsuits?

(2) | think it will really hurt our public schools, as their would be less money in the budget to fund public
education (a state constitution obligation), and public school district funding would be reduced as
enrollment (or average daily attendance) declines.

(3) | would rather see more emphasis put on improving public school education, for example:
Change the funding formula back to being based on annual enrollment instead of average daily
attendance. School districts have fixed expenses that don't go down when attendance drops.
Stop deducting Union Dues from Teachers' paychecks and paying Union Dues,
automatically. Union membership should not be mandatory. Teachers should have to OPT-In.
Set higher standards at the state level, audit school performance, provide pre-approved
curriculum and text books for schools to choose from.
Audit school district budgets, restrict the % of state funds that can be spent on administration
verses teaching, teaching materials and facilities maintenance.
Provide additional/supplemental funding to rural school districts to enable them to meet state

standards.

| do approve of allocating additional funding for "special education". The percentage of special needs
students is increasing due to parental substance abuse that affects fetal development, possibly the
effects of vaccines and toxins in our food supply and in our environment that are being found to cause
other neurological disorders like ADD, ADHD, Autism, etc.

Also, | would rather see more funding for vocational/technical education, STEM and public charter
schools, as well as scholarships for vocational secondary education -- The Launch Project!

Thank you for taking my views into consideration.
Respectfully,

Josette Shults
5552 W Highland Drive



Coeurd'Alene, ID 83814
(208) 755-4139
JSSinCDA@gmail.com



Savahanna phelan

From: Valerie Steffen, Ph.D. <valerie@electric-logic.com>

Sent: Monday, February 3, 2025 11:00 AM

To: Savahanna phelan

Subject: Please Remove Me from Remote Testimony Feb 3, 3pm Education Committee
Dear Senate Education Committee:

| have three requests:

Please remove me (Valerie Steffen) from the lineup for remote testimony at today’s
(February 3) 3pm Senate Education Committee. Unfortunately, | am unable to attend. Please
forgive the inconvenience.

Please enter the following into the record as written testimony.

Please let me know of questions or concerns. And thank you very much for your help!

WRITTEN TESTIMONY, FEBRUARY 3, SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE, $1025
Please oppose SB1025. Here’s why.

SB1025 is a wasteful use of Idahoans’ precious tax money - there’s no transparency and no
accountability. Idaho taxpayers will never know about how their money was spent or if it produced
any student learning. There is no accountability to parents and students to guarantee high-quality
curriculum. The lack of standard, reliable testing of home-school and private-school students
means parents, students, and taxpayers WILL NEVER KNOW whether they got the education
benefits they paid for. By contrast, Idaho public schools are transparent and accountable.

Idaho public schools and teachers already outperform their low funding level and would do
even better if adequately funded. |daho public schools receive some of the lowest funding per
student of all U.S. states, and yet Idaho students perform in the upper one-third of students
nationwide (NAEP, 2022). Invest the SB1025 millions in Idaho public schools instead of sending it
to private schools, and see public schools continue to excel, using their resources to lift [daho
students’ performance even higher.

Idaho offers rural and urban parents alike more public-school choices than most other
states. ldaho offers traditional schools, charter schools, magnet schools, GATE programs, CTE,
on-line schools, and virtual schools through the public-school system. Public schools have highly
specialized resources for special needs; private schools rarely accommodate learners outside the
traditional model.

I’m an Idahoan, dedicated to Idaho education. |’'ve invested nearly 30 years of my career to
Idahoan’s education through my service to Idaho’s Department of Education; to numerous public,

private, and non-profit Idaho education entities; and to the University of Idaho.

lurge you to oppose SB1025.



Savahanna phelan

From: Branden Durst <brandendurst@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 3, 2025 10:19 AM

To: Savahanna phelan

Subject: Testimony RE S 1025

Attachments: Critiques of Senate Bill 1025.pdf

Hello,

| have attached hereto submitted testimony regarding S 1025. | would ask that a copy be inserted into the
committee packet. If this is not something you are able to do, I'll ask a committee member to do so on
my behalf.

Best regards,

Branden Durst



Critiques of Senate Bill No. 1025 (2025)

1. Anti-Rural Bias Due to Accreditation Requirements

e (Critique:
The bill disadvantages rural families because many rural communities lack accredited
private schools. While microschools and learning pods are popular alternatives in rural
areas, the bill's strict accreditation requirements prevent these models from receiving
direct payments. This exclusion reflects a policy choice that marginalizes rural
educational options.

Furthermore, the bill implicitly suggests that the only place to get a good education is an
accredited school, dismissing the value of parent-led educational choices like homeschooling,
microschools, and learning pods. This assumption is offensive to parents who take personal
responsibility for their children’s education. The bill reflects a lack of trust in parents,
prioritizing bureaucratic accreditation over parental judgment and involvement.

o Relevant Section:
o Section 33-1030(11) — Definition of "Participating School"
o Page 4, Lines 43-49
o Page5, Lines 1-11

2. Lack of Clarity on Part-Time Public School Enroliment Eligibility

e Critique:
The bill doesn't clearly define how many public school classes a student can take before
becoming ineligible for the grant. While 5 or more classes likely constitute full-time
enrollment (making the student ineligible), students taking 4 or fewer classes fall into a
gray area. This ambiguity could create inconsistent interpretations.

Additionally, this provision harms public schools, as they will be required to educate partially
enrolled students without receiving state appropriations to support them. This places an
unfair financial burden on public schools, forcing them to provide services without adequate

funding.

o Relevant Sections:



o Section 33-1030(3)(e) — Use of grant funds for public school classes without
affecting enrollment counts

» Page 3, Lines 12-17
o Section 33-1031 — General grant eligibility and fund usage rules

= Page5, Lines 1-35

3. Lack of Clarity on Unused Funds in Income Groups

Critique:

The bill does not specify what happens if there are insufficient applicants in a particular
income group to use up the allocated funds. For example, if there are not enough
families earning under $60,000 to utilize 75% of the grant funds, the bill doesn't clarify
whether those funds would roll over to higher income brackets, be reallocated, or
revert to the state. This could result in inefficient use of resources and confusion in
implementation.

Relevant Section:
o Section 33-1031(2)(d) — Income-based allocation of grant funds

o Pageb5, Lines 15-17

4, Discriminatory Impact of the $15,000 Household Grant Cap

Critique:

The bill caps grants at $15,000 per household, regardless of the number of eligible
children. This inherently discriminates against larger families, which are more common
among those with strong religious adherence such as LDS, Evangelical, and Catholic
families. These groups tend to have higher birth rates, reflecting their faith-driven values
that emphasize family growth. The cap effectively penalizes these families by limiting the
support they can receive relative to their educational needs.

Relevant Section:
o Section 33-1031(5) — Grant awards per family capped at $15,000

o Page5, Lines 32-35



5. Another Message from the Government Disincentivizing Large Families

Critique:

This bill sends yet another message from the government disincentivizing large
families. By limiting educational support through the $15,000 household cap, it fails to
recognize and celebrate the value of larger families in Idaho. Idaho should be a place
where larger families are encouraged and supported, not penalized through restrictive
policies like this. The bill reflects a broader trend where large families are consistently
overlooked or disincentivized.

Relevant Section:
o Section 33-1031(5) — Grant awards per family capped at $15,000

o PageS5, Lines 32-35

6. Discriminatory Impact on Rural Families Due to Larger Family Sizes and Religious Adherence

Critique:

Higher birth rates are more common in rural parts of America, including rural Idaho,
and are particularly prevalent among families with strong religious adherence such as
LDS families in regions like Butte County. By capping grants at $15,000 per household,
the bill effectively discriminates against rural families, especially those with faith-driven
values that encourage larger families. This policy not only limits the support rural
families can receive but also exacerbates the bill's broader anti-rural bias. Combined
with the accreditation requirements that limit educational options in rural areas, the
grant cap further marginalizes rural communities, particularly those with strong religious
foundations.

Relevant Section:
o Section 33-1031(5) — Grant awards per family capped at $15,000

o Page5, Lines 32-35

7. Delegation of Legislative Authority to the State Board of Education {SBE)

Critique:

The bill improperly delegates key policymaking authority to the State Board of
Education (SBE), allowing it to determine crucial details about the grant program. This is
a clear abdication of legislative responsibility, undermining the separation of powers



intended to keep governance balanced. The SBE consists of unelected appointees,
which means critical decisions about education funding are being made by individuals
who are not directly accountable to the public. While the legislature retains the right to
review rules, this approach reflects poor legislative process and contributes to the
growing trend of lawmakers shirking their responsibilities in favor of the executive
branch.

Relevant Section:

o Section 33-1031(2) — Authority of the State Board of Education to establish the
grant platform and application processes

o Pageb5, Lines 1-14

8. Lack of Single-Issue Focus and Legislative Clarity

Critique:

This bill combines multiple distinct issues—from grant allocations and special
education funding to open enrollment policies and bureaucratic red tape reduction—
into a single piece of legislation. This approach mirrors the political strategies often seen
in Washington, D.C., where unrelated policies are bundled together, making it difficult
for legislators and the public to evaluate each on its own merits. This is not the Idaho
way. ldaho’s legislative process should emphasize transparency and single-issue focus,
allowing for clear debate and accountability on each individual policy matter. By merging
these issues, the bill obscures the implications of each policy and limits the ability of
legislators to represent their constituents effectively.

Relevant Sections:

o Entire Bill Structure — Combination of distinct policies related to education
grants, open enrollment, and regulatory reduction

o Pages1-8

Submitted by:
Branden Durst, MPA, EdS
3-February 2025



Savahanna phelan

From: Vern Lenz <vlenz49@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 3, 2025 9:04 AM
To: Savahanna phelan

Subject: SB 2025

Dear Ms Phelan,

I would like to testify against SB 1025, the “Empowering parents grant program.” The money that would be spent on this
program should be spent on public schools. | urge the committee to kill this bill and advise the legislators who composed
it to turn their efforts to improving public schools in Idaho, especially in rural areas.

Sincerely,

LaVern Lenz
1206 N Wilson Street
Boise, Idaho 83706



