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Chairman Guthrie, Vice Chairman Bernt, Senators Harris, Toews, Den Hartog,
Adams, Shippy, and Ruchti
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Senator Anthon

NOTE: The sign-in sheet, testimonies and other related materials will be retained with
the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then
be located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

MINUTES
APPROVAL:

Vice Chairman Bernt moved to approve the Minutes of January 29, 2025.
Senator Ruchti seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

RS 31849 Relating to Voters. Senator Lenney stated the legislation required all voters
to present valid, government-issued photo identification at the time of voting,
rather than allowing personal affidavits in lieu of identification.

DISCUSSION: Vice Chairman Bernt inquired if the Secretary of State was consulted, and
how many people utilized personal affidavits. Senator Lenney answered that
fewer than one percent of voters, under 2,000 people, used personal affidavits.
Senator Den Hartog queried if absentee voting would be impacted by removal
of the affidavit option; Senator Lenney replied in the negative. Senator
Ruchti asked for the history on affidavits and user demographics. Senator
Lenney said usage began in the 1970s; demographics would be included
in the subsequent bill presentation.

MOTION: Senator Den Hartog moved that RS 31849 be sent to print. Vice Chairman
Bernt seconded the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

NOTE: RS 32132 was not proposed at the request of the sponsor.
S 1037 VETERANS – Amends existing law to revise provisions regarding the

succession to property of deceased residents of veterans homes. Tracy
Schaner, Deputy Chief Administrator, Idaho Division of Veterans Affairs,
summarized that the legislation addressed succession of property of deceased
residents of veterans homes who had no next of kin. The legislation corrected
Idaho Code reference and removed obsolete language.

MOTION: Senator Harris moved to send S 1037 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Adams seconded the motion. The motion carried
by voice vote.



GUBERNATORIAL
REAPPOINTMENT:

The Gubernatorial Reappointment of Judy Bicknell Taylor to
Administrator of the Office on Aging to serve a term commencing January 9,
2023. Ms. Taylor was first appointed as Administrator in 2017. As a licensed
registered nurse since 1985, Ms. Taylor viewed this role as her nursing
practice – in public policy relating to population health for a vulnerable group.
She stated the mission of the Office on Aging was to prevent early or unneeded
institutionalization of older Idahoans and keep them living independently in
communities as long as possible. Key community-based services supporting
this goal included, first, the meal delivery program, both through senior centers
and Meals on Wheels, to recipients at their homes. Also provided were
cleaning and grocery shopping services and caregiver support programs.

DISCUSSION: Senator Harris requested an update on current funding and its adequacy. Ms.
Taylor summarized the use of one-time funds through the Federal Family
First Prevention Services Act during COVID. Meals were provided without
skipping more than a day. Direct grants, including funds targeted for meeting
sanitation protocol, were made to senior centers for provisioning. Permanent
infrastructure, such as refrigerators, stoves, and ramps, was modernized.
Costs of both food and labor had increased, especially near the Oregon and
Washington border. In 2024 additional funding was appropriated for nutrition
programs, and the meal price was increased by 25 cents. The program funding
covered half of the meal cost, with the residual to be received via fundraising
or recipient contribution. Senior centers varied significantly financially due
to three factors:
• Rent expense. Cost varied between $1 annually, when housed in a

city-owned facility, and market rate.
• Staff expense. Some centers were staffed by volunteers; others had five

paid employees.
• Director contribution. Some directors excelled at fundraising, while others

refused to fundraise.
Senator Ruchti, referencing a study which forecasted the number of
Alzheimer's cases to double over the next 30 years, asked what concerns
she has regarding meeting the consequent needs. Ms. Taylor saw caregiver
support as the key to keep people with memory issues in the community as
long as possible. Federal and state caregiver programs existed, both to provide
caregiver respite and resources, and to provide protection for at-risk individuals.
Also, programs existed to contribute to brain health – nutrition delivery
programs, reducing loneliness, and providing transportation to appointments.

ADJOURN: There being no further business at this time, Chairman Guthrie adjourned the
meeting at 8:24 a.m.

___________________________ ___________________________
Senator Guthrie Kathryn Wells
Chair Secretary
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